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USING  THIS  TEACHERS’  EDITION 

SPELLING  is  an  indispensable  tool  for  satisfactory  expression  in  writ- 
ing. Moreover  the  misspelling  of  a simple  word  often  makes  an  even 
more  damaging  impression  than  a gross  grammatical  error.  Thus  spell- 
ing, quite  properly,  is  of  central  concern  in  the  program  of  the  schools. 

Much  spelling  is  learned  incidentally:  that  is,  acquired  in  passing  as 
new  words  are  read  and  used  and  written.  But  there  is  ample  research 
evidence  to  indicate  both  the  need  for,  and  value  of,  direct  instruction 
in  spelling  in  addition  to  rich  and  varied  opportunities  for  reading  and 
writing. 

Formal  instruction  in  spelling  appears  on  the  time-table  from  grades 
two  to  eight  almost  universally  throughout  Canada.  A study  by  the 
authors  in  1958  revealed  that  90  minutes  a week  were  devoted  to 
spelling  in  a typical  grade  two  class,  100  minutes  in  grade  five,  90 
minutes  in  grade  eight.  The  same  study  found  considerable  dissatisfac- 
tion on  the  part  of  teachers  and  supervisors  with  the  apparent  low 
correlation  between  good  spelling  in  spelling  periods  and  good  spelling 
in  other  written  work.  Too  many  youngsters  seem  to  learn  to  spell  words, 
rather  than  learn  to  spell. 

The  Macmillan  Spelling  Series  has  been  prepared  to  provide  a better 
tool  for  pupils  and  teachers  in  the  learning  and  teaching  of  spelling  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  language  arts  program.  The  series  is  based 
on  extensive  research  findings  now  available ; it  is  Canadian  throughout ; 
it  begins  with  the  premise  that  successful  teaching  of  spelling  cannot 
be  merely  a mechanical  and  routine  matter. 

No  textbook  can  be  an  adequate  substitute  for  a capable  and  imagina- 
tive teacher;  the  teacher  is  the  key  person  in  the  classroom.  Hence  this 
series  includes  an  interleaved  Teachers’  Edition  for  each  book,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Pupil  Edition.  The  purpose  of  this  Teachers’  Edition  is  to 
provide  useful  background  material,  and  specific  suggestions  for  the 
busy  teacher,  unit  by  unit,  so  that  spelling  may  be  more  effectively 
taught,  and  as  a result  better  learned. 

THE  TEACHER’S  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  SPELLING 

In  his  summary  of  the  implications  of  research  for  the  teaching  of 
spelling,  Ernest  Horn  states  what  may  well  be  the  most  important  truth 
for  teachers  desirous  of  teaching  spelling  more  effectively : 

The  teacher’s  own  attitude  toward  spelling  is  an  important  factor 
in  determining  the  pupils’  attitudes  and  consequently  how  well  they 
learn  to  spell.  Enthusiastic,  sympathetic  classroom  teachers  often  get 
good  results  even  though  they  do  not  otherwise  make  use  of  the  most 
efficient  learning  procedures.  And  teachers  who  use  efficient  proce- 
dures but  in  a mechanical  way,  without  enthusiasm  or  sympathetic 
understanding  of  the  needs  of  individual  pupils,  get  poor  results.  There 
is  no  reason  why  enthusiasm,  sympathy,  and  efficiency  should  not  be 
combined. 
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Investigations  have  shown  that  spelling  is  one  of  the  subjects  which 
many  classroom  teachers  dislike  to  teach.  The  teacher’s  own  interest 
in  spelling  may  be  increased  by  understanding  the  importance  of 
correct  spelling,  by  being  assured  of  the  soundness  of  what  he  is 
expected  to  teach,  by  knowing  that  the  methods  he  uses  have  been 
proved  efficient,  and  by  the  conviction,  warranted  by  evidence,  that 
all  pupils  can  improve  their  spelling.  But  the  greatest  source  of  inte- 
rest will  come  from  helping  individual  pupils  grow  in  spelling  ability, 
especially  pupils  who  are  having  marked  difficulties  in  learning  to 
spell.1 


POINT  OF  VIEW  OF  THE  SERIES 

The  prime  aim  of  the  spelling  program  is  to  bring  each  pupil  to 
the  point  where  he  spells  correctly  the  words  he  writes.  This  means : 

1.  Teaching  pupils  automatic  mastery  of  the  words  which  they  need 
to  use  in  writing. 

2.  Developing  ability  to  spell  correctly  in  all  written  work  in  and 
out  of  school,  not  just  words  in  lists  in  spelling  periods. 

3.  Helping  children  acquire  an  efficient  method  of  studying  and  mas- 
tering words. 

4.  Developing  self-dependence  in  spelling,  in  terms  of  ability  to  locate 
correct  spellings  and  to  check  the  accuracy  of  spelling. 

5.  Developing  a desire  to  spell  correctly,  a pride  and  interest  in  cor- 
rect spelling. 

There  is  a great  deal  of  evidence  that  word-study  skills  in  phonic  and 
structural  analysis  are  useful  tools  for  spelling,  as  are  a number  of  other 
aspects  of  the  broad  language  arts  program,  such  as  improvement  in 
pronunciation  of  words,  correct  grammatical  usage,  enrichment  of  voca- 
bulary, and  the  development  of  an  interest  in  words  and  their  derivation. 
Spelling  should  therefore  not  be  treated  as  an  isolated  study,  but  as  a 
means  of  expression,  a built-in  part  of  communication. 

This  is  the  point  of  view  of  this  series,  which  places  considerable  em- 
phasis on  phonic  and  structural  analysis.  From  the  particular  standpoint 
of  spelling,  however,  these  are  only  means:  analysis  is  just  a first  step. 
Correct  spelling  involves,  above  all,  skills  in  word-building : really  ana- 
lysis in  reverse.  In  the  reading  portion  of  a language  arts  program 
phonic  and  structural  analysis  help  a pupil  to  make  sense  of  a word  which 
he  has  not  seen  before;  in  spelling  a knowledge  of  phonics  (sounds 
expressed  in  letter  combinations)  and  structure  (meaningful  elements 
from  words  already  known)  help  a pupil  to  select  the  correct  spelling  of 
a word,  to  build  the  word  in  writing.  Accordingly  skills  and  practice  in 
word-building  receive  particular  emphasis  throughout  this  series. 


^orn,  Ernest,  Teaching  Spelling.  Washington:  The  National  Education 
Association.  What  Research  Says  to  the  Teacher  Series,  #3,  1954;  pp.  20-1. 
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WORDS  USED  IN  THE  SERIES 


The  basic  spelling  vocabulary  for  the  seven  books  consists  of  2240 
words.  Why  not  more?  A large  library  dictionary  will  list  as  many  as 
450,000.  There  are  two  compelling  reasons : 

1.  Careful  studies  indicate  that  the  first  2000  words  constitute  about 
95%  of  children’s  writing  vocabulary.  These  words,  therefore,  are 
given  primary  attention,  along  with  a few  additional  words  more 
commonly  needed  by  adults.  Complete  mastery  of  these  words, 
together  with  an  efficient  method  for  independent  learning  of 
whatever  other  words  a pupil  may  wish  to  use,  should  lead  to  a 
high  level  of  spelling  ability. 

2.  The  books  are  so  designed  that  word-building  activities,  beginning 
with  words  from  the  basic  list,  lead  to  the  learning  of  a great  many 
more  words.  In  addition,  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  building  of 
supplementary  lists  of  words  which  a particular  class  or  individual 
may  wish  to  use. 

The  most  commonly  used  2000  words,  then,  are  much  the  same  for 
everybody,  but  after  that  writing  vocabularies  become  increasingly  in- 
dividualized. In  other  words,  the  returns  from  class  teaching  of  each 
additional  thousand  or  even  hundred  words  diminish  rapidly  after  the 
first  2000  which  do  most  of  the  work.  Nevertheless  the  basic  lists  are 
broadened  somewhat  for  capable  pupils  by  the  inclusion  of  692  Extra 
Words.  None  of  these  is  a “show  piece”;  they  are  simply  common  words 
used  somewhat  less  often  than  those  in  the  basic  list.  The  place  for  words 
more  commonly  needed  by  an  individual  than  by  an  entire  group  is  in 
the  personal  list  which  each  pupil  should  be  encouraged  to  develop. 

The  basic  vocabulary  of  2240  words  in  the  Macmillan  Spelling  Series, 
together  with  the  692  Extra  Words,  is  included  at  the  back  of  this  Tea- 
chers’ Edition. 

Placement  of  Words  in  Various  Books 

Words  have  been  assigned  to  particular  books  (roughly  equivalent  to 
grade  levels)  according  to  the  main  criterion  of  frequency  of  child  usage 
in  writing.  There  are  demonstrated  advantages  to  introducing  particular 
words  for  spelling  in  this  way  at  the  point  where  large  numbers  of 
children  wish  to  use  them.  In  the  first  place  one  of  the  important  goals 
of  formal  instruction  in  spelling  is  to  develop  ability  to  spell  correctly 
in  written  expression,  rather  than  just  isolated  words  in  a list;  moreover, 
the  well-established  fact  that  learning  occurs  most  readily  when  interest 
is  present  means  that  problems  of  motivation  are  reduced  when  pupils 
are  assigned  spelling  words  which  they  already  feel  a need  to  use  in 
writing. 

But  this  basic  criterion  for  word  placement  has  been  deliberately 
modified  to  some  degree  in  terms  of  the  following  factors,  each  of  which 
is  supported  by  the  findings  of  careful  research : 

1.  Grouping  words  containing  common  elements,  or  offering  similar 
difficulties : the  “word  family”  approach. 
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2.  Avoiding  too  many  short  and  easy  words  in  the  senior  books,  lest 
pupil  and  teacher  interest  be  sacrificed. 

3.  Concentrating  emphasis  and  re-emphasis  on  commonly  misspelled 
words. 

4.  Including,  in  Books  7 and  8,  a few  words  very  commonly  needed 
by  adults  although  not  so  frequently  used  by  children  at  that  age. 


A Canadian  Word  List 

The  most  monumental  study  of  pupil  spelling  vocabulary  to  date  is 
that  of  Rinsland,  who  analysed  six  million  running  words  written  in  the 
spring  of  1937  by  school  children  throughout  the  United  States.  He 
tabulated  the  frequency,  by  grade,  with  which  each  of  the  25,632  words 
found  in  the  study  appeared.  Rinsland’s  report2  has  been  widely  used 
in  the  selection  of  word  lists  for  various  spelling  series. 

In  building  a truly  Canadian  word  list  it  might  be  argued  that  some- 
thing similar  to  Rinsland’s  large-scale  study  should  be  conducted  in 
Canada.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  the  great  expense  of  such  a study  in 
time  and  dollars  could  be  easily  justified.  The  amount  of  overlap  in  the 
most  frequently  appearing  2000  words  would,  undoubtedly,  be  over- 
whelming. Accordingly,  Rinsland’s  study  has  been  used  as  a basis  for 
initial  selection  of  words  for  the  Macmillan  Spelling  Series,  modified 
by  comparison  with  other  painstakingly  developed  lists.3 

Special  attention,  however,  has  been  given  to  the  inclusion  of  “Can- 
adian” words  as  opposed  to  American  or  British  terms.  This  has  been 
done  in  part  by  inspection,  and  in  part  from  a sampling  of  Canadian 
children’s  writing  and  literature.  The  majority  of  “Canadian”  words 
included,  however,  have  been  added  as  a result  of  direct  request  for 
opinions  to  a sampling  of  interested  teachers  and  supervisors  across 
Canada.  Examples  of  such  words  are  Arctic,  beaver,  chesterfield,  par- 
liament. 

In  addition  a number  of  post-1937  words,  culled  largely  from  word- 
count  studies,  have  been  added  or  have  replaced  “dated”  words  in  the 
original  Rinsland  list.  Examples  are  diesel,  nuclear,  nylon,  satellite, 
television.  Most  of  these  are  introduced  in  Books  7 and  8,  many  as  extra 
words  for  capable  spellers. 


*Rinsland,  H.D.,  A Basic  Vocabulary  of  Elementary  School  Children.  New 
York:  The  Macmillan  Company,  1945. 

’Among  the  lists  consulted  were:  Dolch,  E.  W ,,The  2000  Commonest  Words 
for  Spelling.  Champaign,  Illinois:  The  Garrard  Press,  1955;  Hildreth,  Ger- 
trude, “A  Writing  Vocabulary  for  Children”;  appendix  to  her  book  Teaching 
Spelling.  New  York:  Henry  Holt  and  Co.  Inc.,  1955;  Horn,  Ernest,  A Basic 
Writing  Vocabulary:  10,000  Words  Most  Commonly  Used  in  Writing. 
University  of  Iowa  Monographs  in  Education  #4,  1926;  and  Schonell,  F.  J., 
The  Essential  Spelling  List.  London:  Macmillan  and  Co.  Ltd.,  1956. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORD  LISTS  BY  BOOKS 


Book 

No.  of 
Basic  Words 
First 

Introduced 

No.  of 
Most 

Frequently 

Misspelled 

Words 

Included 

No.  of 
Extra 
Words 

Approximate 
No.  of 

Basic  Words 
Listed 

per  Unit  (a) 

Book  2 

202 

87 

23 

9 

Book  3 

310 

74 

68 

11 

Book  4 

308 

51 

94 

12 

Book  5 

321 

48 

120 

13 

Book  6 

328 

23 

119 

13 

Book  7 

383 

26 

131 

14 

Book  8 

388 

24 

137 

14 

TOTALS 

2240 

333 

692 

Note  (a) — Including  some  of  the  most  frequently  misspelled 
words  repeated  or  re-introduced  from  earlier  books. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  SERIES 

Each  book  is  divided  into  33  units  plus  seven  review  lessons  inter- 
spersed. There  is  considerable  variety  in  unit  format  and  content,  in 
order  to  maintain  pupil  and  teacher  interest  from  unit  to  unit  and  year 
to  year.  Thus  there  is  a considerably  greater  difference  between  Book  8 
and  Book  2 than  in  many  other  spelling  series.  Units  seek  to  encourage 
the  pupil  to  use  new  words  in  context  of  his  own  composition,  but  new 
words  are  occasionally  introduced  in  connected  prose. 


333  Most  Commonly  Misspelled  Words 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-three  words,  within  the  core  list,  have  been 
identified  from  a variety  of  studies4  as  offering  particular  difficulty  to 
many  pupils.  Special  attention  is  given  to  the  teaching  and  re-teaching 
of  these  words,  as  follows : 

1.  Each  of  the  333  words  is  introduced,  as  if  it  were  a new  word, 
at  least  twice  in  the  series;  almost  half  are  listed  three  times 
(161) , and  46  words,  a hard  core  of  difficult  words,  are  listed  four 
times. 

2.  In  the  Pupil  Edition  a cumulative  list  of  all  such  words  introduced 
in  the  series  to  date  appears  at  the  back  of  each  book. 


‘For  example,  Fitzgerald,  J.  A.,  “A  Crucial  Core  Vocabulary  in  Elementary 
School  Language  and  Spelling”.  American  School  Board  Journal  103  (July, 
1941)  ; pp.  22-4.  Fitzgerald  found  that  his  222  words  accounted  for  65%  of 
the  spelling  errors  in  700,000  running  words  of  written  work  in  grades  2 to  6. 
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3.  In  the  Teachers’  Edition,  at  the  end  of  the  interleaved  pages  for 
each  unit,  are  listed  any  of  these  333  words  which  are  included  in 
that  unit.  Where  one  or  more  of  such  words  has  been  taught  pre- 
viously in  the  series,  reference  is  included  to  appropriate  book  and 
unit. 


“How  To  Study  a Word” 

At  the  front  of  each  book  in  the  Pupil  Edition  is  a page  headed  “How 
To  Study  a Word”  (page  5 in  Book  2).  The  same  six  steps  are  outlined 
in  all  books,  although  necessarily  in  simpler  form  in  Book  2 than  in  Book 
8: 


1.  LOOK  at  the  word. 

2.  SAY  the  word. 

3.  THINK  how  you  would  spell  it. 

4.  WRITE  the  word. 

5.  CHECK  how  you  spelled  it. 

6.  PRACTISE  spelling  the  word. 

It  is  recommended  that  teachers  direct  pupils  repeatedly  to  these  steps  as 
outlined  in  the  front  of  their  books,  to  the  point  where  pupils  apply  them 
automatically. 


Lists  at  the  Back  of  the  Pupil  Editions 

Various  types  of  word  list  appear  at  the  back  of  the  Pupil  Editions, 
as  follows : 

1.  Alphabetical  listing  of  new  words  for  that  book,  showing  the  page 
at  which  each  is  introduced.  These  are  not  dictionaries:  pupils 
should  be  encouraged  to  make  regular  reference  to  standard  dic- 
tionaries. 

2.  Cumulative  listing  of  words  introduced  in  the  series  to  date  from 
the  333  most  commonly  misspelled  words.  In  Book  2 such  words 
are  merely  starred  in  the  alphabetical  list. 

3.  Reference  lists  of  “Useful  Words”  tabulated  by  category,  begin- 
ning at  Book  3 as  follows: 


Books 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

Months,  with  abbreviations  x x x 

Days  of  week,  with  abbrevi-  x x x 

ations 

Provinces  and  major  cities  x x x x 
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Tables  of  Word-Study  Skills 

The  following  tables  summarize  word-study  skills  as  developed  in  the 
series.  The  process  is  a cumulative  one,  from  Book  2 to  Book  8.  Thus  all 
skills  indicated  are  important  for  correct  spelling,  although  all  cannot 
be  introduced  at  once,  and  some  become  increasingly  automatic  as  the 
pupil  progresses  so  that  they  are  not  singled  out  for  equal  attention  in 
all  books.  The  degree  of  emphasis  accorded  specific  skills  in  each  book 
is  indicated  as  follows  : 

much  attention — A ; considerable  attention — B ; passing  attention — C 

Care  has  been  taken,  wherever  possible,  to  correlate  the  progressive 
development  of  word-study  skills  in  this  series  with  related  skills  being 
developed  concurrently  at  the  various  grade  levels  in  widely-used  texts 
for  reading  and  other  parts  of  the  language  arts  program. 


I — Skill  in  Word  Perception 


1.  Recognizing  words  as  visual 
symbols  of  ideas : associating 
printed  and  written  words  with 
known  objects,  actions,  situa- 
tions, ideas 

2.  Hearing  the  whole  word 

8.  Pronouncing  the  whole  word 

4.  Seeing  the  whole  word 

5.  Recognizing  letters  and  combi- 
nations of  letters,  and  their  asso- 
ciated sounds,  as  integral  parts 
of  a word 


Book 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

A ~ 


Emphasized  as  basic 
through  all  books  of  the 
A series,  through  providing 

A the  pupil  with  a method 

A of  learning  to  spell  a 

A word,  repeated  and  ex- 

tended book  by  book. 


II  — Phonic  Analysis 

1.  Single  consonant  sounds 

— at  the  beginning  of  words 

— at  the  end  of  words 

2.  Consonant  blends 

B.  Long  and  short  vowels 

4.  Vowel  combinations 

5.  Rhyming 


Book 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

A 

B 

C 

C 

C 

B 

B 

C 

C 

C 

C 

— 

B 

B 

A 

A 

B 

c 

C 

A 

A 

A 

B 

B 

A 

A 

B 

B 

A 

B 

C 

C 

C 

B 

A 

B 

C 

C 

c 

— 
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Ill  — Skill  in  Building  Words 


Book 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 


1.  Forming  plurals 

— by  adding  -s 

— other  forms 

2.  Dropping  letters  or  endings 

3.  Adding  endings  (inflection) 

4.  Doubling  letters  and  adding 
endings 

5.  Recognizing  parts  of  a com- 
pound word,  and  building  com- 
pound words 

6.  Forming  new  words  by  substi- 
tuting initial  consonants  or 
consonant  blends 

7.  Forming  new  words  by  vowel 
substitution 

8.  Prefixes 

9.  Suffixes  (changing  meaning,  or 
part  of  speech) 

10.  Finding  root  words 

11.  Forming  new  words  from  roots 
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IV  — Skill  in  Overcoming  Common  Difficulties 

Book 

2 3 4 5 6 

B B A A C 

B B A A B 

C C A A C 

— C B B C 

C C B B C 

A A A A A 


1.  Double  letters 

2.  Silent  letters 

3.  Double  vowels  and  diphthongs 

4.  Different  sounds  for  the  same 
letter  combinations 

5.  Same  sound,  different  spelling 

6.  Automatic  mastery  of  certain 
words  most  frequently  misspelled 


7 8 

C — 
B C 
C — 

C B 
C B 

A A 
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V — Dictionary  Skills 

Book 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1. 

Letters  of  the  alphabet 

B 

B 

C 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Alphabetical  order 

C 

B 

B 

B 

B 

— 

— 

3. 

Vowels  and  consonants 

B 

B 

B 

B 

C 

C 

C 

4. 

Guide  and  key  words 

— 

— 

C 

B 

A 

B 

B 

5. 

Syllabication  and  accent 

— 

C 

C 

B 

A 

A 

B 

6. 

Pronunciation,  and  diacritical 

marks 

— 

c 

C 

B 

A 

A 

A 

7. 

Finding  meanings  and  shades 

of  meaning 

— 

— 

C 

B 

A 

A 

A 

8. 

Using  sentence  context  to  select 

specific  meaning  of  words 

— 

c 

C 

B 

A 

A 

A 

9. 

Synonyms,  antonyms,  and  ho- 

monyms 

— 

— 

C 

B 

B 

A 

A 

10. 

Using  dictionary  to  check  spell- 

ing 

— 

c 

c 

B 

B 

A 

A 

VI 

— Other  Language  Skills  Correlated  with  Spelling 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1. 

Abbreviations 

C 

C 

C 

C 

C 

— 

— 

2. 

Capitals 

C 

B 

A 

A 

C 

C 

— 

3. 

Contractions 

C 

B 

A 

A 

C 

— 

— 

4. 

Correct  usage  of  words 

(among,  between,  led,  lead,  etc.) 

— 

— 

C 

B 

A 

A 

A 

5. 

Hyphens 

— 

C 

C 

C 

C 

C 

— 

6. 

Possess  ives 

— 

B 

B 

A 

C 

C 

C 

7. 

Parts  of  speech  (beginning  with 

nouns  and  verb  usage) 

— 

B 

B 

B 

B 

A 

A 

8. 

Handwriting 

B 

B 

A 

B 

C 

— 

— 

9. 

Extension  of  vocabulary  and 

meaning 

C 

C 

C 

B 

B 

A 

A 
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VII  — Rules  and  Generalizations 

The  only  really  safe  rule  in  spelling  is  to  pay  particular  attention  to 
each  individual  word.  Nevertheless,  certain  rules — or  perhaps  generali- 
zations is  a better  term  in  this  context — may  be  derived  inductively 
from  experience  in  noting  similarities  between  words.  The  following 
table  lists  some  of  the  more  widely-applicable  rules  or  generalizations 
for  spelling,  showing  the  book  in  which  they  are  first  formally  stated 
following  pupil  experience  with  words  concerned.  These  generalizations 
are  reinforced  (and  in  some  cases  extended  through  pointing  out  re- 
finements and  exceptions)  in  each  subsequent  book  of  the  series. 


Rule  or  Generalization  Book 

1.  Most  nouns  form  their  plurals  by  adding  s or  es.  Es  is 

added  to  make  the  word  easier  to  pronounce.  4 

2.  Q is  always  followed  by  u.  5 

3.  Words  ending  in  -ful  have  only  one  l.  5 

4.  Words  ending  in  y preceded  by  a consonant  change  y to 

i before  a suffix,  unless  the  suffix  begins  with  i.  5 

5.  An  apostrophe  is  used  to  show  the  omission  of  a letter 

or  letters  in  a contraction.  5 

6.  The  final  e of  a word  is  dropped  before  adding  an  end- 
ing beginning  with  a vowel.  6 

7.  “J  before  e except  after  c,  or  when  sounded  as  a in 

neighbour  and  weigh.”  6 


METHODS  AND  PROCEDURES 

How  can  the  teacher  make  the  best  possible  use  of  the  Macmillan 
Spelling  Series?  The  considerations  outlined  below,  in  addition  to  the 
interleaved  pages  in  this  Teachers’  Edition,  include  some  suggestions 
which  have  been  useful  to  others.  Of  course  a great  many  principles  for 
effective  teaching  and  learning  of  spelling,  soundly  based  on  the  results 
of  experimentation,  are  built  into  the  actual  design  of  the  units  them- 
selves. For  example,  dictionary  skills  and  usage  are  emphasized  in- 
creasingly from  book  to  book,  leading  toward  independence  in  spelling. 
Again,  the  series  introduces  only  those  few  rules  which  are  widely 
applicable,  and — as  in  phonic  and  structural  analysis  generally — the 
emphasis  is  on  noting  similarities  rather  than  on  rules. 

Five  Phases  in  Teaching  Spelling 

Each  of  the  units  in  the  Pupil  Edition  has  been  prepared  with  five 
phases  in  teaching  spelling  in  mind.  It  is  recommended  that  teachers 
vary  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  any  one  of  the  five  phases  or  to  an 
entire  unit.  This  will  allow  for  adjustment  to  meet  the  varying  abilities 
of  different  classes  or  of  different  pupils  within  a class ; it  will  also  pro- 
vide variety  and  hence  help  to  maintain  interest  in  spelling  lessons.  The 
important  point  is  that  lessons  be  taught  as  rapidly  as  possible,  having 
regard  for  individual  differences  in  pupils’  rates  of  learning. 
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The  five  phases  in  each  unit  are  as  follows : 

1.  Introducing  new  words.  This  is  done  in  a variety  of  ways  to  arouse 
interest  in  learning  to  spell  and  to  direct  the  pupils’  attention 
to  the  words. 

2.  Teaching  the  words.  Several  activities  or  exercises  are  provided 
in  each  unit  to  help  the  teacher  teach  the  words,  as  well  as  addi- 
tional hints  for  each  unit  in  the  Teachers’  Edition.  Most  of  the 
activities  and  exercises  are  designed  to  provide  practice  in  the 
various  steps  suggested  at  the  front  of  each  book  for  learning  to 
spell  a word. 

3.  Testing  and  checking.  A vital  phase  in  each  unit,  although  by  no 
means  an  end  in  itself,  is  testing  and  checking.  Pupils  should  write 
from  dictation  each  word  in  turn.  It  is  suggested  that  the  teacher 
use  each  word  in  a sentence,  then  repeat  the  word  for  writing  by 
the  class.  Immediate  checking  for  errors  is  important.  It  is  usually 
helpful  for  the  pupil,  under  supervision,  to  correct  his  own  work, 
noting  errors  and  rewriting  any  misspelled  word  correctly  in  his 
notebook. 

4.  Re-teaching  and  practice.  The  fourth  phase  involves  re-teaching 
words  which  have  given  difficulty  in  the  test,  together  with  prac- 
tice in  the  use  of  all  words.  Re-teaching  to  many  teachers  is  a dupli- 
cation of  the  first  lesson,  whereas  it  should  be  a new  approach 
aimed  particularly  at  the  words  which  seemed  most  difficult  for 
the  class.  Since  we  wish  pupils  to  develop  ability  to  spell  correctly 
in  all  their  writing,  it  is  particularly  useful  at  this  stage  to  have 
pupils  write  words  in  contexts  of  their  own  making.  Activities  of 
this  sort  are  suggested  in  the  various  units.  Such  work  must 
always  be  checked  for  correct  spelling. 

5.  Re-testing  and  re-checking.  This  second  “test”  should  also  be 
regarded  as  a teaching  device,  not  simply  a grading  instrument.6 
It  too  should  be  followed  by  re-teaching  and  directed  further 
study  for  any  pupils  who  have  not  yet  mastered  the  word  list 
for  the  unit. 

Continuous  Review 

Continuous  review  is  vital.  Of  course  the  best  type  of  review  is  that 
where  the  pupil  actually  uses  the  words  he  has  learned  in  his  own  writing, 
quite  aside  from  formal  spelling  periods.  This  is  one  reason  for  the 
selection  of  words  for  spelling  which  pupils  wish  to  use,  rather  than  a 
large  number  of  “show  words”  or  words  “ . . . which  they  might  need 
to  use  sometime”.  This  also  suggests  the  importance  of  checking  spelling 
in  written  work  beyond  the  formal  spelling  period.  There  are  some  in- 
dications, nevertheless,  that  the  notion  of  “every  period  a spelling 


6Thomas  D.  Horn  reports  that  the  corrected  test  appears  to  be  the  most 
important  single  factor  contributing  to  achievement  in  spelling.  For  a report 
on  studies  of  the  corrected  test  as  a stimulus  to  learning  see  Horn,  T.D.,  “Do 
They  Learn  from  Tests?”  in  Hunnicutt,  C.  W.  and  Iverson,  W.  J.,  Research 
in  the  Three  R’s.  New  York:  Harper  and  Brothers,  1958;  pp.  304-5. 
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period”  can  be  carried  too  far.  Some  studies  have  suggested  that  overly- 
rigorous  checking  of  spelling  errors  in  creative  writing,  for  example, 
may  tend  to  discourage  some  pupils  from  writing  at  all.  The  question 
here  is,  what  constitutes  overly-rigorous  checking?  While  the  answer 
will  undoubtedly  vary  with  the  particular  pupil  and  the  particular  situ- 
ation, certainly  at  the  very  least  checking  must  be  done  for  correct 
spelling  of  words  previously  studied  formally  in  spelling.  More  might 
well  be  expected  of  the  more  capable  pupils. 

The  seven  review  lessons  in  each  book  of  this  series  are  precisely  that : 
review  lessons,  not  merely  words  listed  for  periodic  test  purposes.  Each 
review  unit  concentrates  on  up  to  25  words.  These  are  taken  mainly 
from  the  five  preceding  lessons,  but  they  also  include  a sprinkling  of 
words  from  earlier  units  and  even  earlier  books.  Each  review  unit  pro- 
vides an  opportunity  to  re-teach,  study  and  test  difficult  words.  The 
re-teaching  of  words  which  all  pupils  in  a class  have  already  thoroughly 
mastered,  however,  would  be  not  much  more  than  a time-wasting  form 
of  busy-work.  Teachers  would  do  well  to  keep  note,  therefore,  of  the 
particular  words  which  cause  particular  difficulty  for  their  class.  These 
are  the  words  which  should  be  taught-studied-tested  again  and  again 
until  they  are  thoroughly  mastered. 


Personal  and  Class  Word  Lists 

To  help  pupils  with  their  own  reviewing,  each  should  be  required  to 
keep  an  individual  list  of  those  words  which  are  stubbornly  difficult  for 
him.  It  is  suggested  that  the  teacher  establish  an  automatic  procedure 
whereby  each  pupil  lists  such  words  in  a special  section  of  his  notebook, 
for  study  and  re-study  in  accordance  with  the  six  steps  of  “How  To 
Study  a Word”. 

It  is  also  strongly  recommended  that  teachers  provide  for  the  develop- 
ment of  both  personal  and  class  lists  of  words  beyond  those  in  the  spell- 
ers, which  the  individual  pupil  on  the  one  hand  and  the  class  on  the  other 
have  need  to  use.  A small  section  of  chalkboard  is  sometimes  allocated 
for  the  development  of  such  a class  list.  As  words  arise  which  the  entire 
class  needs  to  use  in  some  writing  or  other  they  are  listed  on  that  section 
of  the  board.  Every  few  days  the  words  accumulated  in  this  fashion  can 
be  copied  into  an  appropriate  section  of  each  pupil’s  notebook.  They  can 
then  be  taught,  studied  and  tested  largely  as  regular  words.  Each  indi- 
vidual can  do  the  same  in  the  way  of  building  a personal  list  of  words 
which  he  as  an  individual  wishes  to  use  in  his  own  writing. 

The  development  and  use  of  such  lists  have  considerable  demonstrated 
usefulness.  The  teacher  must  take  care,  however,  that  the  class  list  in- 
cludes only  words  of  relatively  enduring  value.  If  such  words  as  “mu- 
cilaginous” or  “schismatic”  should  arise  in  passing  in  a fifth  or  sixth 
grade  class,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  include  them  in  the  class  list  for 
common  study  and  mastery.  Pupils’  personal  lists,  too,  will  need  periodic 
checking  by  the  teacher  for  correctness  and  appropriateness. 
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Providing  for  Individual  Differences 

Individual  pupils  vary  widely  in  ability  to  learn  to  spell,  just  as  they 
do  in  other  abilities.  In  general  one-fourth  of  the  pupils  in  a typical  class 
in  elementary  school  will  spell  as  well  as  the  average  child  in  the  grade 
above,  another  one-fourth  only  as  well  as  the  average  for  the  grade 
below.  Spreads  in  achievement  of  from  five  to  eight  grades  in  a single 
graded  classroom  are  to  be  expected.  Pupils  also  differ  markedly  in 
motivation,  intelligence,  reading  ability,  handwriting,  work  habits,  and 
a number  of  other  factors  known  to  be  related  to  achievement  in  spelling. 
Clearly,  then,  if  spelling  instruction  is  to  be  effective,  it  must  take  dif- 
fering needs  of  differing  pupils  into  account.  In  spelling  this  seems  to 
be  all  too  seldom  the  case. 

The  competent  and  resourceful  teacher  will  find  that  the  Macmillan 
Spelling  Series  lends  itself  to  use  by  pupils  of  varying  levels  of  ability. 

1.  To  the  fullest  extent  possible  the  Pupil  Edition  has  been  made 
“self-directive”,  in  that  the  individual  pupil  should  be  able  to 
use  his  book  profitably,  if  necessary,  with  a minimum  of  help  from 
the  teacher.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  nevertheless,  that  this  will  not  often 
be  necessary. 

2.  Emphasis  throughout  on  word-analysis  and  word-building,  as  well 
as  on  dictionary  work  of  other  kinds,  is  useful  for  all  spellers 
and  leads  easily  to  enrichment  for  good  spellers. 

3.  For  good  spellers  extra  words  are  included  in  most  units,  together 
with  suggested  exercises  and  activities.  Space  limitations  dictate 
that  the  latter  be  included  only  in  the  interleaved  pages  of  the 
Teachers’  Edition  rather  than  in  the  Pupil  Edition  (except  in  the 
review  units),  but  they  are  so  designed  that  they  may  be  used 
readily. 

4.  Special  work  is  also  suggested  for  poor  spellers  in  the  interleaved 
pages  of  the  Teachers’  Edition.  Suggestions  are  made  periodically 
as  to  diagnosis  and  remedial  work  for  specific  spelling  difficulties. 
Repeated  emphasis  is  placed  upon  the  333  most  commonly  mis- 
spelled words. 

5.  For  very  poor  spellers  a cumulative  list  of  most  commonly  used 
words  has  been  developed.  (See  A Basic  Spelling  Literacy  Vocabu- 
lary, pp.  114  - 17.)  By  the  end  of  the  series  this  totals  only  445 
words;  yet  these  words,  studies  show,  account  for  up  to  70%  of 
children’s  writing  vocabulary.  Virtual  mastery  of  this  list  should 
be  possible  for  even  extremely  poor  spellers,  and  should  allow  prac- 
tically all  pupils  to  arrive  at  a first  level  of  spelling  literacy. 

Some  teachers  may  wish  on  occasion  to  test  pupils  on  the  “new”  words 
of  a unit  at  the  very  beginning  of  that  unit,  the  argument  being  that  such 
pre-testing  is  the  only  way  the  individual  child  can  find  out  for  sure 
which  words  he  needs  to  study.  If  such  a procedure  is  employed,  the 
teacher  must  guard  carefully  against  the  twin  dangers  of  correct  spell- 
ing on  the  first  test  being  the  result  of  guess-work  rather  than  know- 
ledge, and  of  the  temptation  for  students  to  study  “the  next  list”  in  ad- 
vance just  enough  to  pass  the  first  test. 
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The  most  effective  plan  for  meeting  individual  differences  would  ap- 
pear to  be  some  combination  of  grouping  for  spelling  on  the  one  hand  and 
personal  help  or  challenge  to  individual  pupils  on  the  other.  Such  an  ap- 
proach in  reading  and  arithmetic  is  a very  common  practice  in  the  ele- 
mentary grades.  It  has  also  demonstrated  its  usefulness  in  spelling. 

Survey  Tests 

A survey  test  is  included  in  each  Teachers’  Edition  except  Book  2,  for 
possible  use  as  the  work  of  each  book  is  begun.  These  tests  are  designed 
to  help  in  the  preliminary  grouping  of  pupils  for  spelling  instruction. 
Such  a test  is  not  included  in  Book  2,  where  the  first  unit  is  a 
spelling  readiness  unit.6 

The  purpose  of  these  survey  tests  is  not  primarily  to  measure  achieve- 
ment; rather  are  they  evaluative  devices  for  diagnostic  purposes,  to 
indicate  something  of  the  type  and  amount  of  work  the  individual  pupil 
needs  to  do.  When  pupils  are  having  trouble  with  spelling,  it  is  highly 
important  that  diagnostic  and  remedial  work  be  undertaken  as  soon  as 
possible  to  avoid  the  development  of  negative  attitudes  toward  spelling 
which  only  compound  difficulties.  Other  than  low  intelligence  and  severe 
physical  handicaps,  factors  found  to  be  most  frequently  associated  with 
spelling  difficulties  include:  low  reading  ability,  lack  of  motivation,  de- 
fective or  careless  speech,  and  slow  or  unintelligible  handwriting.  A 
very  common  cause  of  poor  spelling  has  been  isolated  as  poor  study 
procedures.  A useful  first  step  in  helping  a pupil  in  difficulty,  therefore, 
often  is  to  have  him  explain  how  he  goes  about  learning  to  spell  a word. 

For  further  analysis  of  spelling  errors  and  specific  suggestions  for 
remedying  them,  see  Gertrude  Hildreth’s  book  Teaching  Spelling  (New 
York:  Henry  Holt  and  Company,  1955),  or  George  C.  Kyte’s  article 
“Errors  in  Commonly  Misspelled  Words  in  the  Intermediate  Grades”,  in 
the  Phi  Delta  Kappan  for  May,  1958,  pp.  367-72. 


6Spelling  and  reading  abilities  are  very  closely  related.  Few  good  readers 
are  poor  spellers,  and  only  rarely  is  a poor  reader  a good  speller.  As  reading 
abilities  (and  readiness)  are  developed,  spelling  (or  spelling  readiness)  is 
improved.  It  is  important  to  note,  however,  that  a pupil’s  reading  vocabulary 
will  be  far  greater  than  his  spelling  vocabulary:  none  of  us  actually  has  need 
to  use,  in  writing,  all  the  words  which  we  recognize  and  understand  in  reading. 
Accordingly  it  is  scarcely  profitable  to  combine  reading  and  spelling  to  the 
extent  that  the  pupil  is  required  to  take  much  time  to  master  the  spelling  of 
many  new  words  as  he  meets  them  in  reading.  He  may  never  need  to  spell 
most  of  those  words,  either  in  his  present  or  future  writing;  moreover  such 
interruption  of  reading  to  learn  to  spell  may  hinder  the  development  of  good 
reading  habits  and  skills. 
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For  Teachers  in  Ungraded  Schools 

It  is  hoped  that  the  combined  features  of  Pupil  Edition  and  Teachers' 
Edition  will  be  of  special  help  to  the  time-pressed  teacher  in  the  multi- 
grade classroom.  The  necessity  can  scarcely  be  over-emphasized,  how- 
ever, for  close  teacher  checking  of  pupil  work  from  time  to  time,  quite 
apart  from  pupil  checking  of  their  own  work  or  that  of  other  pupils. 
It  is  therefore  suggested  that  the  teacher  in  an  ungraded  school  so 
stagger  the  work  of  his  pupils  in  spelling  that  he  can  dictate  and  correct 
appropriate  spelling  for  each  grade  at  least  twice  each  week. 

FOR  FURTHER  STUDY 

The  following  selected  references  will  be  of  interest  to  persons  wish- 
ing to  do  some  reading  and  study  of  spelling  and  the  teaching  of  spelling. 
Each  of  the  five  is  readily  available.  Each  is  itself  a source  of  many 
further  references. 

Dolch,  E.  W.,  Better  Spelling.  Champaign,  Illinois : The  Garrard  Press, 
1942.  Pp.  270. 

Flower,  G.  E.,  “Research  in  Spelling  — A Summary”;  Canadian  Re- 
search Digest  3 (Summer,  1959)  ; pp.  97-111.  Toronto:  The  Canadi- 
an Education  Association. 

Hildreth,  Gertrude,  Teaching  Spelling.  New  York:  Henry  Holt  and  Com- 
pany, 1955.  Pp.  vi  and  346. 

Horn,  Ernest,  Teaching  Spelling.  Washington : The  National  Education 
Association.  What  Research  Says  to  the  Teacher  Series,  No.  3, 
1954.  Pp.  32. 

Schonell,  F.  J.,  Essentials  in  Teaching  and  Testing  Spelling.  Toronto: 
The  Macmillan  Company  of  Canada  Ltd.,  1955.  Pp.  96. 


Note : The  main  body  of  this  book,  beginning  overleaf,  con- 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  TEACHERS’  GUIDE,  ROOK  4 

Effective  instruction  in  spelling  includes  interesting  motivation, 
careful  preparation  and  skilful  presentation  of  the  lessons,  and 
consistent  application  of  spelling  skills  in  all  written  work.  This  guide 
has  been  prepared  to  offer  suggestions  in  each  of  these  areas  of 
instruction. 

The  following  general  suggestions  may  be  of  some  assistance  at 
this  grade  level. 

1.  Use  only  those  suggestions  from  the  guide  that  you  feel  are  of 
value  in  your  class,  and  substitute  original  ideas  to  generate  enthu- 
siasm and  interest  whenever  opportunities  arise. 

2.  Use  the  five  steps  recommended  for  teaching  each  unit,  as  outlined 
on  page  xvi  of  this  edition.  Try  to  vary  your  teaching  techniques 
to  promote  pupil  interest. 

3.  Keep  your  own  record  of  words  misspelled  by  your  pupils,  and 
have  each  pupil  keep  a personal  record  of  errors.  Use  achievement 
graphs  or  charts  to  stimulate  self-improvement. 

4.  Constant  review  is  necessary  to  maintain  mastery  of  words 
already  learned.  Include  in  each  new  unit  any  words  that  have  been 
a source  of  difficulty  to  your  class. 

5.  Check  words  misspelled  in  other  subject  areas,  and  insist  that 
pupils  make  these  corrections.  Use  every  opportunity  to  teach  and 
reinforce  spelling  skills  so  that  pupils  will  become  aware  of  the 
importance  of  correct  spelling  in  every  phase  of  the  school 
curriculum. 

6.  If  you  do  not  teach  all  subjects  to  your  class,  co-operate  with 
teachers  in  other  subject  areas  to  discover  basic  words  that  are 
commonly  misspelled,  and  include  these  as  review  words  from  time 
to  time. 
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SURVEY  TESTS  TO  PRECEDE  UNIT  1 


Although  you  will  become  aware  of  the  differences  in  spelling  ability 
of  your  class  in  the  normal  course  of  instruction,  it  is  advantageous  to 
identify  the  major  ability  groupings  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  follow- 
ing survey  tests  are  intended  to  aid  you  in  the  preliminary  grouping 
of  your  pupils  for  spelling  instruction.  Included  in  this  set  of  survey 
tests  are  some  of  the  most  commonly  misspelled  words  from  previous 
books  in  the  series.  You  may  wish  to  use  all  four  tests  and  to  give  them 
on  four  successive  days.  The  results  of  these  tests  should  assist  you  in 
the  preliminary  grouping  of  your  class  as  average,  above  average,  and 
weak  spellers.  Changes  in  this  original  grouping  will  be  necessary 
according  to  the  pupils’  achievement. 

Test  I 

Dictate  the  word  first,  then  the  sentence,  and  then  the  word  again. 
Pupils  are  expected  to  write  only  the  word. 


1. 

tomorrow 

- They  will  arrive  tomorrow. 

2. 

October 

- Our  Thanksgiving  is  in  October. 

3. 

him 

- Did  you  see  him  there? 

4. 

wrote 

- We  wrote  him  a letter. 

5. 

morning 

- They  came  early  in  the  morning. 

6. 

before 

- His  name  came  before  yours  on  the  list. 

7. 

little 

- It  was  a little  white  kitten. 

8. 

ready 

- Are  you  ready  to  go? 

9. 

weather 

- The  weather  has  been  pleasant. 

10. 

name 

- Write  your  name  on  your  paper. 

11. 

often 

- I often  go  to  the  city. 

12. 

does 

- She  does  not  live  on  our  street. 

13. 

children 

- The  children  left  early  for  school. 

14. 

aunt 

- My  aunt  lives  in  London. 

15. 

toys 

- That  store  sells  excellent  toys. 

16. 

once 

- They  wanted  us  to  go  at  once. 

17. 

house 

- The  house  burned  to  the  ground. 

18. 

every 

- We  searched  every  street  for  her  pet. 

19. 

always 

- We  always  eat  lunch  here. 

20. 

white 

- The  huge  white  birds  were  swans. 

21. 

think 

- Do  you  think  you  can  go  ? 

22. 

first 

- We  heard  the  first  bell. 

23. 

getting 

- They  are  getting  medicine  for  the  sick  boy. 

24. 

summer 

- The  weather  is  warm  in  summer. 

25. 

know 

- I know  the  answer  to  her  question. 

Test  II 

1. 

together 

- The  boys  arrived  together. 

2. 

there 

- I did  not  see  him  there. 

3. 

isn’t 

- Isn't  it  a beautiful  day ! 

4. 

hear 

- I can  hear  the  howling  of  the  wind. 
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5.  country 

6.  asked 

7.  school 

8.  half 

9.  friend 

10.  Tuesday 

11.  close 

12.  just 

13.  our 

14.  dear 

15.  any 

16.  to 

17.  them 

18.  would 

19.  father 

20.  colour 

21.  brother 

22.  afternoon 

23.  uncle 

24.  your 

25.  o’clock 


Test  III 

1.  hope 

2.  wear 

3.  soon 

4.  February 

5.  almost 

6.  heard 

7.  several 

8.  write 

9.  guess 

10.  buy 

11.  been 

12.  different 

13.  where 

14.  people 

15.  mother 

16.  Friday 

17.  outside 

18.  truly 

19.  cannot 

20.  goes 

21.  pretty 

22.  until 

23.  much 

24.  now 

25.  Easter 


- His  parents  came  from  that  country. 

- The  teacher  asked  me  a question. 

-We  start  school  in  September. 

- She  gave  me  half  of  her  chocolate  bar. 

- I will  ask  my  friend  to  go. 

- Can  you  come  next  Tuesday  ? 

- Please  close  the  door. 

- I know  just  how  it  should  be  done. 

- We  bought  our  car  at  that  garage. 

- Patsy  is  a dear  little  girl. 

- I do  not  need  any  extra  paper. 

- I am  on  my  way  to  the  store. 

- We  must  ask  them  to  come  to  the  party. 

- He  would  like  to  see  you  tomorrow. 

- My  father  is  away  on  a business  trip. 

- What  colour  is  her  new  hat? 

- My  brother  works  in  the  store. 

- We  watched  television  in  the  afternoon. 

- My  uncle  helped  us  on  Saturday. 

- Bring  your  work  with  you. 

- It  is  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 


- We  hope  to  have  fine  weather  for  the  picnic. 

- He  will  wear  a jacket  over  his  sweater. 

- Do  you  plan  to  leave  soon ? 

- St.  Valentine’s  Day  is  in  February. 

- I almost  tripped  on  the  step. 

- Tom  heard  the  news  on  the  radio. 

- Bring  several  magazines  with  you. 

- Mother  must  write  a note  to  the  teacher. 

- I can  guess  the  answer  to  the  riddle. 

- They  can  buy  the  candy  for  the  party. 

- It  has  been  a beautiful  day. 

- She  would  like  a different  colour. 

- Do  you  know  where  they  are  ? 

- Many  people  went  to  the  fair  today. 

- I waved  good-bye  to  my  mother. 

-We  have  a test  on  Friday. 

- The  pupils  play  outside  in  good  weather. 

- He  wrote  “Yours  truly ” in  the  letter. 

- They  cannot  start  their  car. 

- The  tractor  goes  very  slowly  up  the  hill. 

- Her  dress  was  very  pretty. 

- They  will  not  arrive  until  midnight. 

- I do  not  need  much  money  in  my  purse. 

- They  are  planning  to  leave  right  now. 

- We  celebrate  Easter  in  the  spring. 
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Test  IV 

1.  woman 

2.  early 

3.  their 

4.  across 

5.  off 

6.  Christmas 

7.  too 

8.  again 

9.  clothes 

10.  letter 

11.  right 

12.  please 

13.  didn’t 

14.  which 

15.  were 

16.  Saturday 

17.  brought 

18.  could 

19.  bought 

20.  never 

21.  while 

22.  Wednesday 

23.  said 

24.  April 

25.  week 


He  had  never  seen  that  woman  before. 

We  got  up  very  early  in  the  morning. 
They  will  bring  their  friends  with  them. 
The  car  moved  quickly  across  the  bridge. 
She  fell  off  the  ladder. 

Friends  send  cards  at  Christmas. 

Did  you  want  some  tool 
I would  like  to  see  it  again. 

Keep  your  clothes  neat  and  clean. 

I wrote  a letter  to  my  aunt. 

The  answers  to  the  questions  were  right. 
Would  you  please  help  me  with  this  work. 
They  didn’t  phone  us  last  night. 

Do  you  know  which  one  is  correct? 

They  were  very  tired. 

We  often  go  fishing  on  Saturday. 

The  boy  brought  the  parcel  home. 

Tom  could  not  go  to  the  game. 

The  girls  bought  candy  for  the  party. 

He  has  never  gone  to  our  school. 

It  rained  while  you  were  sleeping. 

The  baker  comes  on  Wednesday. 

The  man  said  he  was  your  friend. 

My  birthday  is  in  April. 

Can  you  go  with  me  next  weekl 
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THE  MACMILLAN  SPELLING  SERIES 


TO  THE  TEACHER 


The  aim  of  instruction  in  spelling  is  to  bring  each  pupil  to  the  point 
where  he  spells  correctly  each  word  he  writes.  The  seven  books  of 
the  Macmillan  Spelling  Series,  based  on  extensive  research,  are  there- 
fore designed  to: 

• Teach  pupils  automatic  mastery  of  the  words  which  they  need  to 
use  in  writing. 

• Develop  ability  to  spell  correctly  in  all  written  work  in  and  out  of 
school,  not  just  words  in  lists  in  spelling  periods. 

• Help  pupils  acquire  an  efficient  method  of  studying  and  mastering 
words. 

• Develop  self-dependence  in  spelling,  in  terms  of  ability  to  locate 
correct  spellings  and  to  check  the  accuracy  of  spelling. 

• Develop  pride  and  interest  in  spelling  correctly. 

This  book  consists  of  forty  units,  including  seven  review  units. 
Three  hundred  and  eight  words  are  listed,  of  the  total  basic  list  for 
the  entire  series  of  2240.  The  words  selected  are  those  most  frequently 
written  by  children:  the  basic  list  provides  for  about  ninety-five  per 
cent  of  the  average  pupil’s  needs.  The  words  are  grouped  in  such 
fashion  as  to  aid  learning  and  to  allow  for  the  development  of  spelling 
power  well  beyond  the  basic  list  through  word  analysis  and  word 
building.  Since  pupils  vary  widely  in  spelling  aptitude  and  achievement, 
extra  words  for  good  spellers  have  been  added  from  time  to  time,  as 
well  as  special  activities  for  poor  and  for  good  spellers  in  each  review 
unit.  Where  extra  words  are  listed  in  a unit,  they  appear  in  a separate 
colour  block.  Repeated  attention  is  given  to  approximately  300  words 
which  account  for  the  great  majority  of  all  spelling  errors. 

A Teachers’  Edition  of  each  book  in  this  series  is  available.  This 
consists  of  the  Pupil  Edition,  with  interleaved  pages  of  suggestions  to 
teachers.  Included,  unit  by  unit,  are  such  aids  as  guides  for  teaching 
and  re-teaching  difficult  words,  background  material  on  the  teaching 
of  spelling,  additional  exercises  for  good  spellers  and  for  poor  spellers, 
and  further  suggestions  for  relating  spelling  to  other  parts  of  the 
language  arts  programme. 

No  textbook  can  be  an  adequate  substitute  for  a capable  and 
imaginative  teacher.  The  Teachers’  Edition  is  meant  to  assist  you  in 
your  vital  work  of  teaching  spelling  as  an  essential  communications 
skill. 

The  symbol  (f)  is  used  in  the  word  lists  beginning  on  page  101  to 
mark  words  that  have  alternative  spellings.  The  alternative  spellings 
and  the  page  numbers  of  the  words  are  provided  on  page  108. 
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TO  THE  PUPIL 


HOW  TO  STUDY 
A WORD 


Follow  these  six  steps  in  learning  to  spell  a word: 


1.  Look  at  the  word 


2.  Say  the  word. 


3.  Think  about 
the  word. 


• Look  at  it  from  left  to  right. 

• Look  at  the  letters  from  left  to  right. 

• Say  the  word  carefully. 

• Say  the  letters  to  yourself. 

• Does  it  look  like  or  sound  like  any 
other  word  you  know? 

• Close  your  eyes.  Try  to  remember 
what  the  word  looks  like. 


4.  Write  the  word. 

5.  Check  how  you 
spelled  it. 


6.  Practise  spelling 
the  word. 


• Did  you  get  it  right? 

• If  not,  look  for  the  part  of  the  word 
that  was  hard  for  you.  Write  the 
word  correctly. 

• Start  again  at  step  1,  until  you  are 
sure  that  you  can  spell  the  word 
correctly. 

• Write  a sentence  using  the  word. 
Check  the  spelling  in  the  sentence. 
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VOWELS  AND  CONSONANTS 


fox  creek  word  rice  deep  race 

rather  feel  picnic  gather  worm  fix 

chin  thin  pile  shake 

The  letters  of  the  alphabet  are  either  vowels  or  consonants. 
A E I 0 U and  sometimes  Y are  vowels.  All  the  other  letters  are 

consonants. 

To  spell  you  must  know  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  by  name.  You 
must  also  be  able  to  write  them  correctly. 

1.  a.  Write  all  the  consonants  in  the  alphabet  between  a and  m. 

b.  Write  the  vowels  between  a and  m. 

c.  Write  the  consonants  between  n and  z in  alphabetical 
order. 

d.  Write  the  vowels  between  n and  z in  alphabetical  order. 

2.  a.  Which  words  in  the  list  end  with  a consonant  which  repre- 
sents the  two  consonant  sounds  ks? 

b.  Write  these  two  words  again.  After  each  write  the  letter 
which  spells  the  vowel  sound.  Are  the  vowels  long  or  short? 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  1 


Introducing  the  Unit 

The  illustration  in  the  text  may  be  used  to  stimulate  a discussion 
about  a class  picnic.  By  this  means,  the  words  in  the  unit  may  be  in- 
troduced and  written  on  the  chalkboard.  Be  sure  to  keep  the  discussion 
to  a minimum  as  the  primary  purpose  of  the  lesson  is  to  introduce  the 
words  and  to  teach  their  correct  spelling. 

Teaching  the  Words 

The  introduction  in  the  text  reviews  the  vowels  and  consonants  of 
the  alphabet.  Have  the  pupils  find  as  many  of  the  letters  as  possible  in 
the  words  of  the  unit. 

In  beginning  the  study  of  spelling  at  this  grade  level,  teach  the 
pupils  that  “seeing”  a word  involves  much  more  than  merely  looking 
at  it.  It  includes  the  ability  to  recognize  root  words,  prefixes,  suffixes, 
compound  words,  words  within  words,  silent  letters,  unusual  letter 
sounds,  syllables,  etc.  These  are  all  spelling  skills  which  must  be  taught 
and  constantly  reviewed  if  pupils  are  to  be  successful  in  spelling. 

Emphasize  also  the  need  to  listen  carefully  when  words  are  pro- 
nounced in  context,  and  to  enunciate  the  words  clearly  so  that  no 
sounds  are  omitted  or  slurred. 

Examine  the  words  in  the  list  for  similarities  and  group  them 
accordingly.  Rather  and  gather  are  identical  except  for  the  initial  con- 
sonant. Underline  the  th  sound  and  the  er  ending  in  both  words.  Creek, 
feel,  and  deep  all  have  double  e with  the  long  e sound.  Word  and  worm 
have  the  same  first  three  letters.  Underline  the  wor,  which  is  pro- 
nounced wer.  Fox  and  fix  are  the  same  except  for  their  vowels.  Rice 
and  race  are  also  alike  except  for  their  sounded  vowels ; both  end  with 
ce  pronounced  s.  Note  that  the  silent  e makes  the  vowels  long.  Note 
also  that  the  final  e indicates  the  soft  c.  Picnic  is  made  up  of  two 
rhyming  syllables,  pic  and  nic,  ending  with  a hard  c.  Rather  and 
gather  also  have  two  syllables,  but  all  the  other  words  are  one-syllable 
words. 

Develop  the  sequence  of  the  six  study  steps  as  the  words  are  pre- 
sented. Keep  in  mind  that  the  pupils  will  be  expected  to  write  the 
words,  whereas  they  are  in  printed  form  in  the  text.  You  should  there- 
fore present  them  in  written  form.  Writing  each  word  on  a flash  card 
for  presentation  is  an  excellent  way  of  developing  the  habit  of  looking 
carefully  at  the  word  and  then  visualizing  it  when  the  card  is  covered. 
A variation  of  this  is  the  word  wheel,  constructed  so  that  only  one  word 
appears  at  the  “window”  at  a time.  The  chalkboard  is  even  better  as  a 
method  of  presentation  since  on  it  you  can  underline,  circle,  box,  erase, 
change  size  for  emphasis,  etc. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  b,  c,  d,  f,  g,  h,  j,  k,  1;  b.  e,  i;  c.  p,  q,  r,  s,  t,  v,  w, 
x,  y;  d.  o,  u,  and  sometimes  y. 

Ex.  2.  a:  fox,  fix;  b.  o,  i;  short;  c.  rice,  race;  long. 


Ex.  3.  a:  word,  worm;  b.  rather,  gather ; c.  creek,  deep,  fix,  gather; 
d.  work,  worth;  e.g.,  A fox  fur  is  worth  much  money. 

Ex.  4.  a:  picnic;  b.  picnic;  c.  creek,  feel,  deep;  d.  rice,  race. 

Ex.  5.  a:  fox;  b.  worm;  c.  picnic;  d.  creek. 

Ex.  6:  Permit  time  for  proof-reading  on  completion  of  this  story. 
You  may  check  the  stories,  or  the  pupils  may  check  each  other’s  work. 

Testing  and  Re-teaching 

Dictate  the  words  from  the  list  in  context  and  check  errors  carefully 
to  find  the  pupils  who  need  help  and  the  words  that  need  to  be  re- 
taught. Allow  the  pupils  who  can  spell  all  the  words  correctly  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  exercises  “For  Good  Spellers”,  but  include  these  pupils 
in  the  final  dictation  to  be  sure  that  they  have  maintained  their 
mastery  of  the  unit  words. 

Re-teach  the  words  misspelled  to  the  pupils  who  had  errors,  empha- 
sizing those  parts  that  presented  difficulty.  Try  to  use  a different 
approach  from  your  initial  presentation  of  these  words.  Underline  the 
consonant  blend  cr  in  creek.  Boxes  drawn  in  coloured  chalk  help  to 
emphasize  such  combinations  as  ee,  th,  and  er.  Use  the  exercises  “For 
Poor  Spellers”  to  give  additional  practice  during  the  re-teaching. 

Pupils  may  mark  their  own  work  after  each  dictation,  but  check  it 
carefully  yourself.  Have  each  pupil  make  his  corrections  immediately 
and  list  the  words  in  the  back  of  his  spelling  notebook.  It  is  advisable 
for  you  to  keep  a list  of  class  errors  and  include  them  from  time  to 
time  as  review  words. 

Do  not  expect  complete  mastery  of  the  words  from  all  pupils  and  do 
not  hold  back  the  class  for  one  or  two  slow  spellers.  As  the  work  in 
spelling  progresses  you  will  know  which  pupils  should  achieve  complete 
mastery. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  ® Write  the  words  from  the  list  formed  by  changing  only  the 

first  letter  of  each  of  the  following : box,  mix,  face,  mice,  keep. 
(fox,  fix,  race,  rice,  deep) 

® Change  the  last  letter  of  each  of  the  following  to  make  a word 
from  the  list:  work,  fit,  feed,  fog,  creep,  (word  or  worm,  fix, 
feel,  fox,  creek) 

• Underline  a word  from  the  list  in  each  of  the  following:  fixture, 
sword,  trace,  price,  (fix,  word,  race,  rice) 

2.  • Write  in  alphabetical  order  the  words  with  only  one  vowel,  (fix, 

fox,  word,  worm) 

® Write  two  pairs  of  words  that  begin  alike  and  end  alike,  (fix, 
fox;  race,  rice) 

• Write  words  from  the  list  that  are  spelled  differently  but 
rhyme  with  speak,  heard,  case,  firm,  meal,  (creek,  word,  race, 
worm,  feel) 

3.  Write  from  the  list 

® the  word  that  begins  and  ends  with  the  same  letter;  (rather) 


• two  words  that  end  in  ther;  (rather,  gather) 

• a word  with  two  c’s  and  two  i’ s;  (picnic) 

• a word  that  means  the  same  as  each  of  the  following:  quite, 
touch,  collect,  mend,  (rather,  feel,  gather,  fix) 

4.  Answer  each  question  using  a word  from  the  list: 

• What  does  the  early  bird  catch ? (worm) 

• What  is  the  name  of  a grain  grown  for  food?  (rice) 

• What  do  you  call  a contest  of  speed?  (race) 

• How  do  squirrels  prepare  for  the  winter?  (gather  food) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  the  Extra  Word  that  names  part  of  the  face.  Name  five 

other  parts  of  the  face,  (chin;  forehead,  eyebrows,  eyes,  nose, 
lips,  mouth,  cheeks,  etc.) 

• Write  thin.  Use  thin  to  describe  three  things  you  have  seen. 
(Accept  reasonable  examples.) 

• Show  by  using  pile  in  sentences  that  you  know  at  least  two 
meanings  of  the  word.  (e.g.  The  pile  on  the  carpet  was  deep 
and  soft.  Pile  the  books  on  the  table.  I found  a pile  of  coins.) 

• Write  shake.  Use  shake  in  sentences  with  each  of  the  following 
to  show  its  meaning:  mat,  naughty  child,  fright,  rattle. 

2.  • The  word  fox  has  three  letters.  Make  a list  of  other  animals 

whose  names  are  spelled  with  three  letters,  (rat,  cat,  dog,  doe, 
elk,  cow,  etc.) 

• Name  two  animals  that  belong  to  the  same  family  as  the  fox. 
(dog,  wolf,  coyote,  etc.) 

• Race,  worm,  and  fix  are  all  words  with  more  than  one  mean- 
ing. Write  sentences  to  illustrate  two  different  meanings  for 
each  word,  (contest  of  speed,  a class  of  people;  a small  creep- 
ing animal,  thread  of  a screw;  to  repair,  a bad  situation) 

3.  • Rice  is  gathered  when  it  is  ripe.  Re-write  this  sentence,  substi- 

tuting for  rice  as  many  other  grains  as  you  can.  Check  your 
spelling  of  each  in  the  dictionary,  (wheat,  oats,  rye,  barley, 
corn  etc.) 

• A creek  is  a small  river.  Write  other  words  sometimes  used  to 
refer  to  a river,  (stream,  rivulet,  etc.) 

4.  • List  two  or  three  items  you  might  take  to  a picnic.  (Accept 

reasonable  answers.) 

• Suggest  two  ways  in  which  worms  are  useful,  (loosening  the 
soil,  fishing-bait,  etc.) 

• Write  words  that  are  opposite  in  meaning  to  deep  and  fix. 
(shallow,  move  or  sever) 

5.  © Feeling  refers  to  the  sense  of  touch.  To  what  sense  does  seeing 

refer?  (sight) 

© Name  several  countries  that  depend  on  rice  for  their  main 
food.  (China,  Japan,  India,  etc.) 


c.  Write  two  other  words  from  the  list  which  are  spelled  the 
same  except  for  the  middle  vowel.  Are  the  vowels  in  these 
words  long  or  short? 

3.  a.  Two  of  the  words  are  spelled  the  same  except  for  a 
different  consonant  at  the  end.  Write  the  words. 

b.  Write  the  two  words  which  rhyme.  Underline  the  rhyming 
parts. 

c.  Write  in  alphabetical  order:  gather,  creek,  fix,  deep. 

d.  Write  word.  Make  new  words  by  changing  the  d to  k,  then 
to  th.  Use  this  last  new  word  to  explain  the  value  of  a fox. 

4.  a.  Which  word  has  a rhyme  within  itself? 

b.  Which  word  has  two  short  i sounds? 

c.  Write  the  words  which  use  ee  to  spell  the  long  e sound. 

d.  Write  the  words  which  use  silent  e at  the  end  to  make  the 
middle  vowel  long. 

5.  What  word  am  I? 

a.  People  call  me  sly.  They  breed  me  for  my  valuable  fur. 

b.  The  robins  pull  me  out  of  the  ground  to  feed  their  young. 

c.  I am  an  outdoor  party.  Children  love  me. 

d.  I have  banks  and  a mouth,  but  I am  not  quite  as  important 
as  a river. 

6.  If  you  were  to  go  on  a picnic,  what  kind  of  a place  would  you 
choose?  What  things  would  you  like  to  do?  Write  a story  about 
your  picnic. 

PROOF-READ  YOUR  STORY  CAREFULLY. 

ALL  YOUR  WORK  SHOULD  BE  NEATLY  AND 
CAREFULLY  WRITTEN. 


KEEPING  A RECORD 

Keep  a list  of  the  words  you  find  hard  to  spell.  This  list  should 
show  the  correct  spelling  of  words  you  may  have  misspelled  in  your 
lessons.  Underline  the  parts  of  a word  which  you  found  hard  to 
remember. 
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WORD  PICTURES 


The  'picture-writing  at  the  top  of  this  page  is  in  the  language  of 
the  people  of  ancient  Egypt.  Every  picture  stood  for  an  idea  or  a 
thing. 

As  time  passed,  the  pictures  became  the  letters  of  an  alphabet. 
Our  English  letters  are  pictures  of  sounds.  When  we  spell,  we  put 
the  sound  pictures  together  to  make  written  words. 

It  took  many  hours  for  the  Egyptians  of  long  ago  to  draw  their 
picture  stories  on  stone  or  on  papyrus.  Today  we  can  write  our 
wonderful  English  language  quickly  and  easily  thanks  to  the 


development  of  the  alphabet. 

age 

passed 

stood 

written 

language 

spell 

sound 

stone 

hour 

wonderful 

date 

drew 

strange 

queer 

1.  a.  Write  three  words  from  the  list  which  are  also  in  the  story. 

b.  Write  two  spelling  words  which  are  in  the  story  in  their 
plural  forms. 

c.  Is  the  story  about  written  language  or  about  spoken 
language  ? 

2.  a.  Write  age.  Write  the  word  which  ends  with  the  three 
letters  of  age. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  2 


Introducing  the  Unit 

The  extent  of  discussion  on  word  origins  will  depend  on  the  ability 
of  your  class.  If  it  is  above  average,  you  may  want  to  use  most  of  the 
information  below,  but  if  it  is  average  or  below,  it  might  be  advisable 
to  limit  the  discussion  and  concentrate  on  teaching  the  spelling  words 
in  the  unit. 

Explain  that  early  civilizations  developed  their  own  forms  of  written 
language  and  that  each  civilization  borrowed  many  words  or  forms  of 
words  from  the  preceding  one.  An  illustration  of  this  borrowing  may 
be  seen  in  the  Greek  word  hora  for  hour,  which  became  hore  in  old 
French,  heure  in  later  French,  and  hour  in  English.  Point  out,  also, 
that  we  owe  a great  debt  to  the  Anglo-Saxons  for  many  of  our  English 
words  such  as  spell,  which  has  come  down  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  word 
for  a saying  or  tale;  wonderful  from  the  word  wunder;  written  from 
the  word  writan ; drew,  past  tense  of  draw,  which  is  another  form  of 
the  word  drag  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  word  dragen,  meaning  to  drag 
or  draw. 

Teaching  the  Words 

Examine  the  words  for  similarities  of  construction  and  group  them 
for  teaching.  Passed,  stood,  written,  and  drew  are  all  “doing”  words 
that  indicate  action  in  the  past.  Note  that  written  must  always  have  a 
helper  such  as  is,  am,  has,  was.  Have  pupils  give  the  form  of  each 
word  to  show  action  “today” ; e.g.,  pass,  stand,  write,  draw.  List  the  two 
forms  on  the  chalkboard  under  the  headings  Yesterday  and  Today, 
and  show  the  changes  in  each  word  when  the  tense  is  changed;  e.g., 
passed  is  made  of  pass  with  the  suffix  ed\  stand  changes  to  stood',  write 
doubles  the  t when  n is  added,  and  the  long  i in  write  becomes  short  in 
written',  draw  changes  the  vowel  a to  e.  Have  pupils  add  other  words 
to  these  two  lists  - spell,  spelled ; sound,  sounded',  date,  dated',  stone, 
stoned.  Show  that  the  Yesterday  form  in  each  case  was  formed  by 
adding  ed  or  d. 

Circle  the  silent  e ending  that  makes  the  preceding  vowel  long  in 
age,  date,  stone.  Point  out  that  the  u in  language  has  a w sound,  as  in 
Guelph.  When  g is  followed  by  e as  in  age  and  language,  it  is  usually 
soft  g. 

Write  hour  and  written  and  have  the  pupils  circle  the  silent  initial 
consonant  in  each.  Review  the  vowel  combinations  ou  in  hour  and 
sound,  ew  in  drew,  and  oo  in  stood.  Explain  that  wonderful  is  a word 
used  to  describe  something.  It  really  means  full  of  wonder ; relate  it  to 
beautiful,  hopeful,  etc.  Note  that  when  full  is  used  as  a suffix,  one  l is 
dropped. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  language,  sound,  written,  passed,  spell,  wonderful,  stood; 
b.  sound,  hour;  c.  written  language. 


Ex.  2.  a : language ; b.  cage,  page,  rage,  sage,  wage ; c.  hour,  written ; 
d.  age,  language,  date,  stone. 

Ex.  3.  a:  passed;  b.  drew;  c.  stood. 

Ex.  4.  a:  drew;  pulled  something,  illustrated  with  a pencil  or  pen, 
breathed  in,  etc.;  b.  stew,  grew,  chew. 

Ex.  5.  a:  written,  wonderful;  b.  spelling,  speller. 

Ex.  6.  a:  hour,  sound;  b.  passed,  sp ell,  stood,  written. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  © Write  words  from  the  list  that  rhyme  with  hate,  sour,  found, 

grew,  (date,  hour,  sound,  drew) 

• Write  three  words  from  the  list  that  begin  with  the  same  con- 
sonant in  a consonant  blend,  (spell,  stone,  stood) 

2.  • Write  all  the  two-syllable  words  from  the  list  and  draw  a line 

to  separate  the  syllables.  (lan|guage,  writ | ten) 

• Write  the  one-syllable  words  in  alphabetical  order,  (age,  date, 
drew,  hour,  passed,  sound,  spell,  stone,  stood) 

© Write  the  word  that  has  more  than  two  syllables.  Draw  lines  to 
separate  the  syllables.  (won|der|ful) 

3.  Use  the  word  in  brackets  in  a sentence  to  answer  each  of  the 
following  questions. 

• When  did  the  bus  pass  your  car?  (passed) 

© What  would  a French  child  speak?  (language) 

® On  what  material  did  the  Egyptians  carve  their  pictures? 
(stone) 

4.  What  Words  Are  We? 

® We  begin  with  the  same  letter  and  we  end  with  the  same  letter, 
but  we  are  different  in  the  middle,  (stood,  sound) 

® People  use  me  in  speaking  and  writing.  What  am  I?  (language) 
® I am  silent  to  begin  with,  but  I repeat  myself  in  the  middle, 
(written) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  ® Write  the  two  Extra  Words.  How  are  they  alike  in  meaning? 

(strange  - unknown,  unfamiliar;  queer  - peculiar,  odd) 

© Write  strange.  Add  a consonant  to  make  the  name  of  a person. 
Use  this  new  word  in  a sentence  with  the  word  queer. 
(stranger;  e.g.,  The  stranger  spoke  in  a queer  voice.) 

© Write  queer.  Make  new  words  out  of  queer  by  replacing  the  qu 
with  single  consonants,  (deer,  jeer,  leer,  peer,  seer) 

2.  “An  English  boy  weighed  five  stone.”  Use  a dictionary  to  help  you 
find  how  much  the  boy  weighed  in  pounds,  (a  stone  = 14  lbs.; 
seventy  pounds.) 

3.  ® Wonderful  uses  the  suffix  ful  to  make  a “describing”  word. 

List  four  other  words  that  use  the  suffix  ful.  (beautiful,  mourn- 
ful, useful,  truthful,  thankful,  successful,  bountiful,  etc.) 

® Write  at  least  five  words  other  than  written,  that  begin  with 
silent  w followed  by  r.  (wrap,  wreck,  wren,  wrench,  wrist, 
wring,  wrinkle,  write,  wrong,  etc.) 


4.  Some  Riddles 

® Change  my  first  letter  to  c and  I man  a ship,  (drew  - crew) 

© Replace  my  first  letter  with  h and  I am  a dog.  (sound  - hound) 
• If  my  last  letter  were  changed  to  n I could  wear  a crown, 
(queer  - queen) 

© Add  er  and  I am  the  name  of  a school  book,  (spell  - speller) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  hour,  passed,  written 


b.  Make  three  new  words  by  adding  consonants  to  the 
beginning  of  age. 

c.  Write  two  words  which  begin  with  silent  letters.  Circle 
the  silent  letters. 

d.  Write  three  words  in  which  silent  e at  the  end  makes  the 
preceding  vowel  long. 

3.  Write  each  of  these  sentences  so  that  the  story  it  tells 
happened  long  ago;  e.g.,  I stand  near  the  house.  I stood  near 
the  house. 

a.  An  hour  passes  quickly. 

b.  I draw  the  pictures  on  stone. 

c.  The  fox  stands  without  a sound. 

4.  a.  dr  is  a consonant  blend.  Write  the  word  that  begins  with 
dr.  Use  this  word  in  two  ways  to  show  two  different  meanings, 
b.  st,  gr  and  fl  are  also  consonant  blends.  Change  the  dr  in 
drew  to  st,  gr  and  fl. 

5.  a.  Write  the  words  in  the  list  that  are  formed  from  the  words 
write  and  wonder. 

b.  Add  the  endings  ing  and  er  to  spell. 

6.  a.  Write  two  words  which  have  the  letters  ou  together. 

b.  Write  all  the  words  in  the  list  that  have  double  letters. 
Draw  a line  under  the  double  letters  in  each  word. 


Where  did  we  get  our  words  ? 

In  a large  dictionary  you  may  find  this  beside  the  word 

language : 

language  (L  lingua). 

The  letter  L tells  you  that  the  word  language  was  taken  or 
derived  from  the  Latin  word  lingua  meaning  tongue.  You 
may  have  heard  people  say  that  we  speak  the  English  tongue. 
They  mean  that  we  speak  the  English  language.  We  call  this 
the  derivation  of  the  word  language.  Many  of  our  words  have 
interesting  derivations. 
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SINGULAR  AND  PLURAL 


cabin 

address 

pocket 

glass 

captain 

dollar 

season 

brush 

rock 

beach 

cousin 

watch 

block 

porch 

ditches 

push 

Most  words  are  made  plural  by  adding  s. 
Write  these  words:  dollar,  rock,  cabin, 
captain.  Write  each  word  again  in  its  plural 
form. 

b.  Look  at  these  words: 

glass 
glasses 

What  letters  are  added  to  the  singular  forms  of  these  words 
to  make  them  plural?  Could  you  pronounce  the  plurals  of 
watch,  glass,  brush,  if  only  s were  added? 

Why  is  the  ending  es  used  to  form  the  plurals  of  these  words? 
Words  ending  in  ch,  ss,  sh  form  the  plural  by  adding  es. 

c.  Write  address,  beach,  brush.  Now  write  the  plural  forms 
of  these  words. 

2.  a.  Write  these  words  in  a column:  cousin,  pocket,  watch, 
glass,  season.  Beside  each  word  write  its  plural. 

b.  Write  a word  from  the  list  that  has  two  sets  of  double 
letters.  Circle  each  pair  of  double  letters. 

c.  Write  a word  from  the  list  that  has  a silent  letter.  Under- 
line the  silent  letter. 


watch 

watches 


brush 

brushes 


1.  a. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  3 


Introducing  the  Unit 

In  this  unit  the  basic  principle  of  forming  plurals  by  adding  s and 
es  is  reviewed.  Exercises  1 and  2(a)  might  be  done  orally  in  class, 
listing  the  singular  and  plural  form  of  each  word  on  the  chalkboard. 

Teaching  the  Words 

From  the  word  lists  on  the  chalkboard,  proceed  to  teach  the  spelling 
of  the  words  in  detail.  Draw  attention  to  the  ain  in  captain,  as  pupils 
tend  to  transpose  the  a and  the  i in  this  word.  Relate  it  to  such  words 
as  mountain,  which  appears  later  in  this  book.  Cabin,  captain,  and 
cousin  all  begin  with  hard  c.  Have  pupils  tell  you  the  reason  for  this 
- c followed  by  a,  o,  or  u is  usually  hard.  Note  the  ck  combination  with 
the  hard  c sound  in  rock  and  pocket.  Underline  the  combination  ch  in 
beach  and  tch  in  watch.  Draw  the  pupils’  attention  to  the  difference 
and  refer  to  other  words  taken  previously  that  have  these  consonant 
combinations;  e.g.,  child,  chair,  church,  lunch,  catch,  etc.  Good  pupils 
will  be  interested  in  the  different  pronunciation  of  catch  and  watch. 

Note  the  long  e sound  for  the  ea  combination  of  vowels  in  beach  and 
season. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  dollars,  rocks,  cabins,  captains;  b.  es;  to  make  an  extra 
syllable  for  easy  pronunciation;  c.  addresses,  beaches,  brushes. 

Ex.  2.  a:  cousins,  pockets,  watches,  glasses,  seasons;  b.  address; 
c.  watch;  d.  beach;  peach,  reach,  teach;  accept  reasonable  examples. 
Ex.  3.  a:  cousin,  address;  b.  Accept  reasonable  examples. 

Ex.  4.  a:  address;  b.  season;  c.  beach;  d.  dollar;  e.  cousin. 

Ex.  5.  a : captain ; b.  address ; c.  dollar. 

Re-teaching 

Re-teach  to  overcome  errors  made  by  the  class.  If  you  have  taught 
the  words  according  to  structure,  re-teach  by  listing  them  as  one-  and 
two-syllable  words.  Cabin,  captain,  address,  dollar,  pocket,  season, 
cousin  are  all  two-syllable  words;  rock,  beach,  glass,  brush,  and  watch 
are  one-syllable  words. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Write  the  word  from  the  list  that  means 
® a time  of  year;  (season) 

© a container  used  for  drinking ; (glass) 

® a place  you  might  go  to  for  holidays,  (beach) 

2.  ® Write  three  words  that  have  double  consonants,  (address, 

dollar,  glass) 

® Write  four  words,  each  of  which  has  only  one  vowel,  (rock, 
brush,  glass,  watch) 

® Write  two  words  that  end  with  the  letters  in.  (cabin,  captain, 
or  cousin) 

© Add  the  et  ending,  as  in  pocket,  to  another  word  from  the  list 
to  make  a new  word,  (rock  - rocket,  cabin  - cabinet) 

3.  © Write  the  two  words  that  begin  with  a consonant  blend,  (glass, 

brush) 


• Write  words  that  have  a short  u sound,  (cousin,  brush) 

• Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  end  in  two  consonants, 
(rock,  address,  beach,  glass,  brush) 

• Write  the  words  that  have  a syllable  division  between  two  con- 
sonants. Separate  the  syllables  by  a line,  (cap  | tain,  ad | dress, 
dol|lar) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  block.  Explain  what  block  means  in  each  of  these  sen- 

tences : 

The  child’s  block  was  made  of  plastic,  (a  building  toy) 

There  are  ten  houses  in  our  block,  (a  portion  of  a street) 

The  workmen  will  block  off  the  end  of  the  street,  (close  off) 

• Write  porch.  Where  would  you  see  a porch?  (on  the  outside  of 
a house) 

• Write  ditches.  Write  the  singular  form  of  this  word.  Why  is  the 
plural  made  by  adding  es?  What  letter  in  this  word  is  silent? 
(ditch;  ch  ending;  t) 

• Write  push.  Make  up  sentences  to  show  how  push  can  be  used 
as  the  name  of  something,  and  as  a word  to  tell  what  you  can 
do.  (a  shove;  to  shove  something) 

2.  Beach  is  the  name  of  a place  where  people  go  for  holidays.  Name 
several  other  places  you  might  go  to  for  holidays,  (cottage,  camp, 
lodge,  tourist  resort,  mountains,  a different  part  of  Canada, 
another  country,  a big  city,  etc.) 

3.  • Write  the  names  of  the  coins  and  bills  of  our  money  in  order  of 

value  to  one  hundred  dollars,  (penny,  nickel,  dime,  quarter, 
half-dollar,  and  bills  worth  one,  two,  five,  ten,  twenty,  fifty, 
and  one  hundred  dollars) 

• Name  several  coins  or  bills  used  in  other  countries  of  the 
world,  (franc,  pound,  shilling,  peso,  mark,  yen,  etc.) 

• Write  your  own  address  as  it  would  appear  on  a letter.  What 
does  address  mean  in  the  sentence  “The  speaker  gave  a fine 
address' ’?  (speech) 

4.  • Watch  and  ditches  have  a silent  t before  ch.  Write  four  more 

words  that  have  t before  ch.  (batch,  match,  scratch,  hitch, 
crutch,  pitcher,  witch,  etc.) 

• Change  the  order  of  the  letters  of  the  word  brush  to  make  a 
new  word,  (shrub) 

• Cabin  and  cousin  end  with  in.  Write  two  other  words  of  more 
than  one  syllable  that  end  with  in.  (raisin,  pumpkin,  muffin, 
Latin,  etc.) 

5.  A Guessing  Game 

• I am  in  one  of  the  Extra  Words  and  I make  people  uncomfort- 
able. (ditches  - itch) 

• Add  et  to  me,  and  I can  hold  dishes,  records,  or  many  other 
things,  (cabin  - cabinet) 

• Change  my  vowel  to  e and  I am  a kind  of  fish,  (porch  - perch) 


MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  address,  captain,  cousin 


d.  Write  the  word  in  which  you  see  spelled  the  word  each. 
Make  two  new  words  by  changing  the  first  letter  of  this  word. 
Tell  something  about  each  of  these  words,  using  the  word  in 
your  sentence. 

3.  a.  Write  this  sentence  and  underline  the  spelling  words: 

Bob  wrote  to  his  cousin  at  a new  address. 

b.  Write  sentences  using  each  of  these  groups  of  words.  You 
may  use  either  the  singular  or  plural  forms. 

1.  captain,  glasses ; 

2.  watches,  pocket,  dollar; 

3.  cabin,  beach,  season. 

4.  Some  riddles.  (The  answers  are  in  the  word  list.) 

a.  What  begins  with  an  advertisement,  ends  with  a piece  of 
clothing,  and  tells  where  to  send  a letter? 

b.  The  first  half  is  salt  water,  the  second  a child.  Together, 
it  is  a time  of  the  year.  What  is  it? 

c.  It’s  sand  and  water  and  a good  place  to  swim.  What  is  it? 

d.  It’s  worth  as  much  divided  into  100  pieces  as  it  is  all  in 
one  piece.  What  is  it? 

e.  Who  is  your  uncle’s  son,  your  father’s  nephew  and  your 
grandmother’s  grandson? 

5.  Answer  these  letter-picture  puzzles : 


KEEPING  YOUR  OWN  WORD  LIST  

Start  keeping  a list  of  words  you  often  use  in  Social 
Studies,  Science,  Arithmetic,  and  other  lessons. 

Make  sure  you  have  the  correct  spelling  of  every  word. 


4 


SYLLABLES 


One-syllable  word 

Two-syllable  word 

pond 

plen  / ty  plenty 

Say  pond  to  yourself.  How  many  vowel  sounds  has  it? 

Pond  is  a one-syllable  word  because  you  hear  only  one  vowel 
sound. 

Now  say  plenty  to  yourself.  How  many  vowel  sounds  do  you  hear? 
Plenty  is  a two-syllable  word  because  you  hear  two  vowel  sounds. 

How  many  vowel  sounds  has  sparrow?  How  many  syllables  has 
sparrow? 

Always  remember  to  write  the  whole  word  after  you  have 
written  it  in  syllables. 


bottom 

hid 

happen 

wing 

arrow 

pond 

plenty 

sparrow 

island 

hurry 

follow 

wolf 

pasture 

salt 

art  subject 

1.  Write  all  the  one-syllable  words  in  the  list. 

2.  a.  Sparrow  is  divided  into  syllables  like  this : spar  / row. 
Divide  follow  into  syllables.  Write  a rule  for  dividing  two- 
syllable  words  with  a double  consonant  in  the  middle. 

b.  Write  these  words  in  syllables,  and  after  each  write  the 
whole  word : hurry,  sparrow,  arrow,  follow,  bottom.  Use  your 
dictionary  to  find  out  whether  you  have  divided  the  words 
correctly. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  4 


Introducing  the  Words 

Syllabication  is  an  important  aid  to  spelling.  Since  syllabication  is 
based  on  vowel  sounds  in  words,  it  must  be  done  orally  by  ear-training 
exercises  such  as  those  illustrated  in  the  introduction  in  the  text. 
Divide  the  words  in  the  list  into  syllables,  and  beside  each  write  the 
word  again  as  a whole;  e.g.,  bot\tom  - bottom,  ar\row  - arrow,  etc. 
By  reference  to  the  chalkboard  list,  develop  with  the  class  that: 
(a)  words  having  double  consonants  in  the  middle  usually  have  the 
syllable  break  between  the  two  consonants;  e.g.,  bottom,  arrow,  hurry, 
etc.;  (b)  words  having  two  vowels  separated  by  two  consonants  have 
the  syllable  break  between  the  consonants ; e.g.,  island,  plenty,  pasture, 
etc.  Emphasize  that  there  are  many  exceptions  and  that  even  diction- 
aries do  not  always  agree  on  the  syllabication  of  words. 

Syllabication  should  be  stressed  only  when  it  is  an  aid  to  spelling; 
there  is  no  justification  of  it  as  an  end  in  itself  - or  even  as  a help  to 
reading  when  it  is  being  taught  in  a spelling  period. 

Teaching  the  Words 

Concentrate  on  teaching  other  difficult  parts  of  these  words.  Arrow, 
follow,  and  sparrow  all  have  double  consonants  before  ow,  which  has 
the  long  o sound.  Note  that  sparrow  has  the  consonant  blend  sp  before 
the  word  arrow.  Hurry  and  plenty  both  end  in  the  vowel  y.  Underline 
the  ture  of  pasture.  Circle  the  silent  s in  island. 

Note  the  two  words  that  begin  with  w followed  by  a vowel:  wolf 
and  wing.  Write  the  plural  of  the  word  wolf  - wolves  - on  the  chalk- 
board and  explain  that,  for  many  nouns  ending  in  /,  the  / changes  to 
v and  es  is  added ; e.g.,  leaf  - leaves,  shelf  - shelves,  calf  - calves,  etc. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1:  hid,  pond,  wing,  wolf. 

Ex.  2.  a:  foljlow;  the  syllable  division  comes  between  the  double  con- 
sonants; b.  hur|ry,  spar | row,  ar|row,  foljlow,  bot|tom. 

Ex.  3.  a:  pas | ture;  the  syllable  break  usually  comes  between  the  two 
consonants  if  there  is  a vowel  preceding  and  following  the  consonants ; 
b.  plen|ty,  is | land;  c.  plenjty,  hap | pen,  botjtom;  d.  write  the  whole 
word  on  the  next  line. 

Ex.  4.  a:  bottom;  b.  pond;  c.  island;  d.  pasture;  e.  plenty;  f.  wolf. 

Ex.  5.  a:  following,  happening,  hurrying;  b.  island;  c.  wolves. 

Ex.  6 : This  exercise  might  be  included  as  a language  exercise  if  time 
in  the  spelling  periods  is  limited. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

After  the  first  teaching,  allow  those  pupils  who  had  no  spelling 
errors  on  the  first  dictation  to  proceed  with  the  exercises  “For  Good 
Spellers”.  Be  sure  to  include  these  pupils  in  the  final  dictation. 

After  each  dictation,  re-teach  the  words  misspelled  to  the  pupils  who 


had  errors.  Since  the  words  were  introduced  through  syllabication,  use 
another  structural  approach  for  the  re-teaching.  Make  use  of  the  exer- 
cises ‘‘For  Poor  Spellers”  during  the  re-teaching  periods. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  From  the  list,  write 

• two  words  that  begin  with  vowels;  (arrow,  island) 

• two  groups  of  three  words  each,  that  end  with  the  same  letter; 
(arrow,  sparrow,  follow;  island,  hid,  pond) 

• three  words  that  have  the  same  double  consonant;  (arrow, 
sparrow,  hurry) 

• two  groups  of  three  words  each,  that  begin  with  the  same 
consonant,  (hid,  hurry,  happen;  pond,  plenty,  pasture) 

2.  Write 

• the  words  that  name  living  things;  (wolf,  sparrow) 

• the  word  that  names  something  belonging  to  both  a bird  and 
an  airplane;  (wing) 

• words  that  name  things  you  might  see  on  a trip  to  the  country, 
(pond,  pasture,  island,  sparrow) 

3.  • What  word  in  the  list  contains  each  of  the  following  smaller 

words:  low,  row,  on,  pen,  past ? (follow,  arrow  or  sparrow, 
pond,  happen,  pasture) 

• Three  of  the  six-letter  words  in  the  list  use  only  four  letters 
of  the  alphabet.  Arrow  is  one  of  them.  Find  the  other  two.  (bot- 
tom, follow) 

• Write  the  word  from  the  list  that  rhymes  with  each  of  the 
following:  picture,  twenty,  furry,  string,  swalloiv.  (pasture, 
plenty,  hurry,  wing,  follow) 

4.  Write 

• two  words  that  end  with  the  same  consonant  blend;  (island, 
pond) 

• two  other  words  that  end  with  different  consonant  blends; 
(wolf,  wing) 

• two  words  that  contain  the  same  four  letters  of  the  alphabet, 
(wolf,  follow) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  ® Write  salt.  What  is  salt,  and  for  what  is  it  used?  (a  mineral;  a 

seasoning  and  to  preserve  food) 

• Write  art.  Name  several  kinds  of  art.  (drawing  or  painting, 
sculpture,  music,  dancing,  etc.) 

• Write  subject.  Write  a sentence  to  tell  what  subject  you  like 
best  at  school. 

2.  9 A pond  is  a small  body  of  water.  Make  a list  of  other  bodies  of 

water,  (lake,  river,  ocean,  sea,  bay,  gulf,  inlet,  sound,  etc.) 

• What  are  the  largest  bodies  of  water  called?  Name  three  of 
them,  (oceans;  Atlantic,  Pacific,  Arctic,  Indian) 

3.  What  are  the  names  of  four  birds  often  seen  in  your  neighbour- 
hood? (Accept  reasonable  examples.) 


3.  a.  Plenty  is  divided  into  syllables  like  this:  plen/ty.  Write 
pasture  in  syllables.  Write  a rule  which  is  often  true  for 
words  which  have  two  consonants  coming  between  two  vowels. 

b.  Write  plenty  and  island  in  syllables  and  then  as  whole 
words.  Use  your  dictionary  to  check  whether  you  have  divided 
the  words  correctly. 

c.  If  you  were  writing  a story  and  did  not  have  enough  space 
at  the  end  of  a line  to  finish  writing  plenty,  happen,  bottom, 
how  would  you  divide  each  of  these  words? 

d.  If  you  did  not  have  enough  space  at  the  end  of  a line  to 
write  a one-syllable  word,  what  would  you  have  to  do? 

4.  Write  the  word  which: 

a.  means  the  opposite  of  top. 

b.  is  the  name  of  a very  small  lake. 

c.  means  a piece  of  land  with  water  all  around  it. 

d.  names  a place  where  cattle  feed. 

e.  means  enough. 

f.  is  the  name  of  an  animal. 

5.  a.  Add  ing  to  follow,  happen  and  hurry. 

b.  Write  the  word  which  has  a silent  s.  Draw  a ring  around  s. 

c.  Write  wolf.  Write  the  plural  of  wolf.  Remember  to  change 
f to  v and  add  es. 


6. 


Write  a short  story  about  this  picture.  What  has  the  boy  just 
done?  What  is  going  to  happen  next?  BE  SURE  TO  PROOF- 
READ YOUR  WORK  CAREFULLY. 
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ADDING  THE  SUFFIXES  ER  AND  ING 
ABBREVIATIONS 


paint 

lock 

October 

(Oct.) 

build 

dining: 

address 

number  (no.) 

avenue 

(Ave.) 

Saturday 

(Sat.) 

drive 

street  (St.) 
bought 

ought 

garage 

furniture 

arrived 


1.  Answer  these  questions  about  the 
picture. 

a.  On  what  date  was  the  picture 
taken  ? 

b.  On  what  corner  is  the  house 
standing? 

c.  What  was  in  the  tin  can  under  the 
ladder? 

d.  What  is  the  house  number? 

e.  What  is  the  painter  looking  at? 

Why? 

2.  Write  the  word  in  which  you  see  the 
word  ought.  Draw  a line  under  ought  in 
the  word  you  write. 

3.  Write  the  word  which  means: 

a.  a day  of  the  week. 

b.  a month  of  the  year. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  5 


Teaching  the  Words 

As  two  major  spelling  skills  are  developed  in  this  unit,  it  might  be 
advisable  to  divide  the  words  into  two  separate  groups  and  to  teach 
them  in  separate  lessons. 

A.  Suffixes : paint,  lock,  build,  dining,  drive,  address. 

B.  Abbreviations:  October  - Oct.,  number  - no.,  avenue  - Ave., 
street  - St.,  Saturday  - Sat. 

In  previous  grades  pupils  have  had  experience  in  finding  root  words 
in  both  spelling  and  reading.  A short  reference  to  words  familiar  to 
them,  such  as  hunting,  coming,  killed,  and  truly  from  Book  3 of  this 
series,  would  be  sufficient  as  a review.  Then  proceed  to  teach  the  suffixes 
er  and  ing,  and  on  the  chalkboard,  under  the  headings  er  and  ing,  list 
the  words  of  Group  A with  each  suffix  added : 
e.g.,  er  - painter,  locker,  builder,  diner,  driver,  addresser. 

ing  - painting,  locking,  building,  dining,  driving,  addressing . 

Have  pupils  find  the  root  word  in  dining,  and  explain  the  principle 
that  words  ending  in  silent  e usually  drop  the  e when  ing  is  added,  but 
retain  the  long  vowel  sound  of  the  root  word.  Show  how  this  principle 
also  applies  to  the  word  drive. 

Examine  the  words  in  Group  A for  other  points  of  difficulty  and 
underline  them  for  emphasis ; e.g.,  ai  in  paint  for  the  long  a sound,  ui 
in  build  with  the  short  i sound,  and  the  two  double  consonants  in 
address. 

In  Group  B,  list  all  the  words  with  their  abbreviations.  From  these, 
pupils  should  be  taught  the  correct  forms  and  uses  of  abbreviations : 

(1)  Abbreviations  are  used  in  addresses,  lists,  tables,  etc.,  but  never 
in  formal  notes,  letters,  or  stories. 

(2)  Abbreviations  of  names  of  places,  months,  and  days,  are  capital- 
ized; when  they  name  a particular  street,  avenue  and  street  are 
capitalized  and  often  abbreviated;  e.g.,  Brock  Ave.,  River  St. 

(3)  Abbreviations  always  end  with  a period. 

Exercises  on  the  use  of  abbreviations  for  street  and  avenue  will  give 
opportunities  to  review  the  spelling  of  the  word  address  from  the 
previous  group;  e.g.,  Write  the  address  of  a friend  in  another  city,  etc. 

Point  out  any  structural  combinations  in  the  words  in  Group  B 
that  might  cause  trouble,  such  as  the  ue  ending  of  avenue,  the  change 
of  vowel  in  the  word  number  in  its  abbreviation  no.,  and  the  ur  in 
Saturday.  Saturday  is  sometimes  misspelled  because  it  is  carelessly 
pronounced.  Dividing  into  syllables  may  be  useful  here. 

The  word  bought,  a review  word  from  Book  3,  should  be  taught  alone 
as  it  does  not  fit  into  either  group.  Have  pupils  give  sentences  using 
the  word  bought.  Then  ask  them  to  change  the  sentences  to  show  that 
the  purchasing  was  done  today.  Note  the  complete  change  of  spelling 
in  the  root  word  buy.  Underline  the  ough  combination  for  the  short  o 
sound  in  bought.  Add  this  word  to  your  list  of  words  for  review  in  later 
units. 


Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  Saturday,  Oct.  1,  1961;  b.  Park  Ave.  and  Hill  St.;  c.  paint; 
d.  No.  13;  e.  the  cat;  because  it  upset  the  paint. 

Ex.  2:  bought. 

Ex.  3.  a:  Saturday;  b.  October. 

Ex.  4.  a:  locker,  builder,  painter;  b.  locking,  building,  painting. 
Ex.  5.  a:  dine;  b.  driver,  driving;  c.  shining,  mining,  lining. 

Ex.  6.  b:  Oct.,  Ave.,  St.;  c.  Miss  Betty  Smith,  531  Park  St., 

923  Rockwell  Ave.,  Sarnia,  Ont., 

Winnipeg,  Man.  Oct.  14,  1960. 

Testing  and  Re-teaching 

After  the  initial  presentation  of  the  words  of  each  group,  and  the 
completion  of  the  exercises,  dictate  the  words  in  context  and  in  random 
order,  rather  than  in  the  groupings  in  which  they  were  taught.  You 
may  wish  to  use  all  or  some  of  the  exercises  “For  Poor  Spellers”  in 
the  re-teaching  period. 

Re-teach  the  misspelled  words  to  the  pupils  who  had  errors.  As  this 
unit  contains  five  words  that  are  most  commonly  misspelled,  these  will 
need  particular  emphasis.  Points  of  particular  difficulty  are  Octo  in 
October,  the  single  n after  long  i in  dining,  the  double  consonants  in 
address,  the  ur  in  Saturday,  and  the  ough  with  the  short  o sound  in 
bought.  Stress  these  points  of  possible  error  by  the  use  of  coloured 
chalk,  boxes,  larger  letters,  or  any  other  effective  means.  Good  students 
may  be  interested  in  the  story  of  October,  once  the  eighth  month  of  the 
year  in  the  Roman  calendar,  which  began  in  March.  October  is  derived 
from  the  Latin  octo,  eight. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  From  the  list  write 

• a word  that  has  two  d’s  and  two  s’ s ; (address) 

• a word  that  begins  and  ends  with  a vowel;  (avenue) 

• a word  that  has  two  V s and  two  n’s ; (dining) 

• two  words  that  begin  with  a consonant  blend,  (drive,  street) 

2.  Using  a word  from  the  list, 

• write  a sentence  about  a painting  you  saw  in  a window  on  a 
certain  street  in  a city ; 

• write  a sentence  about  the  month  in  which  we  celebrate 
Thanksgiving; 

• give  the  exact  location  of  a dining-place  where  you  have  eaten. 

3.  • Write  all  the  one-syllable  words  in  alphabetical  order,  (bought, 

build,  drive,  lock,  paint,  street) 

• Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  have  three  syllables,  and 
beside  each  word  write  its  abbreviation.  (October,  Oct.;  Satur- 
day, Sat.;  avenue,  Ave.) 

• Write  the  words  that  have  vowel  combinations  and  underline 
the  combination  in  each  word,  (paint,  build,  avenue,  street, 
bought) 


4.  Make  these  sentences  different  in  meaning  by  writing  a word  from 

the  list  for  each  underlined  word. 

• They  can  open  the  door  with  a key.  (lock) 

• Mother  will  walk  to  the  store,  (drive) 

• The  pupils  sold  candy  at  the  concert,  (bought) 

• They  are  sleeping  in  that  hotel,  (dining) 

5.  Re-write  each  of  the  following,  using  abbreviations  and  numerals 

wherever  possible: 

• Miss  Ada  Black,  171  Brook  Avenue,  Edmonton,  Alberta.  (Ave., 
Alta.) 

• On  Saturday,  October  sixth,  we  ordered  pattern  number  forty- 
six.  (Sat.,  Oct.  6,  no.  46) 

• They  moved  to  number  fifteen,  Mayfair  Avenue,  St.  John’s, 
Newfoundland,  (no.  15,  Ave.,  Nfld.) 

6.  Riddles  - What  Word  Am  I? 

• Add  c to  the  front  of  me  and  I can  tell  you  the  time,  (lock  - 
clock) 

• Change  my  first  letter  to  l and  you  can  build  something  with 
me.  (number  - lumber) 

• Take  out  my  second  letter  and  I describe  what  you  can  do  at  a 
lake  in  the  summer,  (drive  - dive) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  ought.  Circle  the  silent  letters.  Use  ought  in  a sentence 

to  show  its  meaning.  How  many  words  containing  ought  can 
you  write?  (ou  (gn)  t;  e.g.,  I ought  to  go  home  now.,  etc.; 
fought,  thought,  Drought,  thoughtful,  wrought,  etc.) 

• Write  garage.  List  three  small  words  that  you  can  see  in 
garage,  (age,  rage,  rag) 

• Write  furniture.  Divide  furniture  into  syllables.  (fur|ni|ture) 

• Write  arrived  and  its  root  word.  What  happened  when  the 
suffix  ed  was  added  to  the  root?  Divide  arrived  into  syllables, 
(arrive;  the  e was  dropped  before  ed  was  added;  ar|rived) 

2.  • Add  the  ending  ing  to  the  following  words:  race,  gather,  fix, 

rock,  watch,  follow,  date,  (racing,  gathering,  fixing,  rocking, 
watching,  following,  dating) 

• Write  three  words  that  use  the  suffix  er  added  to  a verb  to 
name  a person;  e.g.,  paint  - painter,  (farmer,  teacher,  sewer, 
banker,  etc.) 

• Write  two  more  words  that  end  in  ture.  (picture,  fixture, 
nature) 

• Write  two  words  other  than  garage  that  have  two  syllables  and 
end  in  age.  (language,  package,  sausage,  carriage,  etc.) 

• What  is  stored  in  a garage?  In  what  might  you  keep  a dog,  a 
lion,  a horse?  (car,  lawn-mower,  etc.;  kennel,  cage,  stable  or 
stall  or  barn) 

3.  • Write  the  names  of  the  months  in  which  the  following  holidays 

are  found : St.  Valentine’s  Day,  St.  Patrick’s  Day,  April  Fool’s 
Day,  New  Year’s  Day.  (February,  March,  April,  January) 


• Write  the  abbreviations  for  the  above  months.  (Feb.,  Mar., 
Apr.,  Jan.) 

4.  Find  and  write  the  correct  abbreviations  for 

• Captain;  (Capt.) 

® Canada;  (Can.) 

© the  ten  Canadian  provinces.  (B.C.,  Alta.,  Sask.,  Man.,  Ont., 
P.Q.,  N.B.,  N.S.,  P.E.I.,  Nfld.) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  dining,  address 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  October,  bought,  Saturday 


4. 


paint  is  a root  word.  painter  and  painting  are  made 
by  adding  the  suffix  er  or  ing  to  the  root  word  paint. 

a.  Write  these  words:  lock,  build,  paint.  Add  the  suffix  er. 

b.  Now  add  the  suffix  ing. 


The  family  is  This  is  the  diner  This  is  a 

ready  to  dine.  on  the  train.  dining  room. 

a.  What  is  the  root  word  of  dining  and  diner?  Usually  when 
the  root  word  ends  in  silent  e you  drop  the  silent  e before 
adding  er  or  ing. 

b.  Write  drive.  Write  drive  again  with  the  suffix  er  added. 
Add  the  suffix  ing  to  drive. 

c.  Write  dining.  Write  the  words  you  make  when  you  change 
the  d to  sh,  m,  1. 

6.  Sat.  is  the  abbreviation  or  short  form  for  Saturday. 

Always  remember  that  abbreviations  end  with  a period. 

a.  In  a column  write  October,  Avenue,  Street. 

b.  Opposite  each  write  its  abbreviation. 

c.  Write  the  following  using  abbreviations  you  know: 

Miss  Betty  Smith,  531  Park  Street, 

923  Rockwell  Avenue,  Sarnia,  Ontario, 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba.  October  14,  1960. 

d.  Using  abbreviations,  address  an  envelope  to  yourself. 
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LOOKING  BACK  — REVIEW 


You  may  find  this  figure  of  an 
albatross  on  an  airman’s  uniform. 
An  albatross  is  a bird  that  can  fly 
a very  great  distance. 

Do  you  see  that  the  albatross  on 
the  airman’s  uniform  is  looking 
backward  ? Airmen  know  that  they 
must  often  look  back  to  make  sure 
there  is  no  danger. 


This  unit  helps  you  to  look  back  at  the  words  you  have 
studied.  By  looking  back  at,  or  reviewing,  these  words,  you  make 
sure  there  is  less  danger  of  spelling  incorrectly. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

season 

passed 

hour 

drive 

cousin 

address 

build 

language 

sound 

drew 

avenue 

captain 

wonderful 

written 

island 

watch 

beach 

wing 

sparrow 

bought 

dining 

October 

stood 

dollar 

Saturday 

1.  a.  Write  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  on  a line  across  your 
page.  Make  sure  you  have  all  the  letters  in  their  correct  order. 

b.  Look  at  the  first  letter  of  each  word  in  Column  1.  In  what 
order  are  the  words  in  Column  1 listed?  Write  the  words  in 
alphabetical  order,  beginning  with  address. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  6 

This  review  unit  contains  twenty-five  of  the  more  difficult  words 
from  previous  units.  For  most  classes  it  is  advisable  to  dictate  all  the 
words  listed  to  determine  which  pupils  have  mastered  them  and  which 
words  are  causing  difficulty  for  some  pupils.  Excuse  from  further 
teaching  those  pupils  who  spelled  the  words  correctly  on  this  pre-test. 
Allow  them  to  proceed  with  the  exercises  “For  Good  Spellers”. 

Re-teach  the  words  misspelled  to  the  pupils  who  had  errors.  Try  to 
use  a different  approach  in  teaching  the  review  words;  e.g.,  by  the 
number  of  syllables,  by  grouping  for  other  structural  similarities,  by 
meaning,  etc.  Write  the  words  on  the  chalkboard  and  use  the  study 
steps  orally  with  the  pupils:  (a)  Write  the  word  for  them  to  see; 
(b)  have  them  say  the  word;  (c)  have  them  close  their  eyes  and  think 
the  word;  (d)  cover  the  word  while  they  write  it;  (e)  have  them  check 
their  spelling  with  the  word  on  the  chalkboard;  (f)  have  them  write 
the  word  in  a sentence  and  have  examples  read  aloud  in  class.  In  this 
way,  the  poor  spellers  will  learn  good  habits  for  self-study. 

Teaching  the  Words 

The  particular  needs  of  your  class  will  determine  the  grouping  of 
words  for  re-teaching.  Some  possible  groupings  are  words  that 

1.  Have  vowel  combinations:  season,  hour,  cousin,  build,  sound, 
avenue,  captain,  beach,  bought,  stood ; 

2.  Have  double  consonants : passed,  address,  written,  sparrow,  dollar ; 

3.  Have  silent  consonants:  hour,  written,  island,  watch,  bought; 

4.  Begin  with  a consonant  blend:  drive,  drew,  sparrow,  stood; 

5.  End  in  r:  hour,  October,  dollar. 

Language  illustrates  the  two  principles  that  g followed  by  u is  hard, 
but  g followed  by  e is  usually  soft.  Remind  the  pupils  that  silent  e is 
usually  dropped  when  ing  or  er  is  added,  as  in  dining.  Point  out  that 
the  t of  write  is  doubled  to  indicate  the  short  i sound  in  written.  Under- 
line the  combinations  of  a single  vowel  with  r,  as  most  of  these  sound 
like  er,  regardless  of  the  vowel  used;  e.g.,  wonderful,  October,  dollar, 
Saturday.  Stress  the  particular  pronunciation  of  oo  in  stood,  ou  in 
cousin,  ui  in  build,  ai  in  captain,  and  ough  in  bought.  Pronunciation, 
however,  is  not  a guide  to  the  spelling,  any  more  than  the  spelling  is  to 
the  pronunciation.  To  stress  the  pronunciation  alone  may  lead  to  mis- 
spelling. 

Dictate,  check,  and  re-teach  until  almost  all  the  pupils  can  spell  these 
review  words  correctly.  Use  the  exercises  and  the  “Extra  Help”  during 
the  re-teaching  periods.  As  a final  check,  dictate  the  words  to  all  pupils. 
Do  not  hold  the  class  back  for  one  or  two  poor  spellers,  but  note  the 
words  that  are  still  causing  them  difficulty  and  include  them  as  review 
words  in  later  units. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  b:  reverse  order;  address,  cousin,  drive,  hour,  passed,  season; 
c.  alphabetical  order  of  the  second  letter  of  each  word ; d.  watch,  wing, 
wonderful,  written;  e.  Saturday,  sparrow,  stood. 


Ex.  2.  a:  to  look  for;  a timepiece  worn  or  carried  in  a pocket;  a 
guard ; b.  a noise ; to  make  a noise ; to  measure  the  depth  of ; a narrow 
channel  of  water;  solid;  in  good  health;  etc.;  c.  October,  Oct.;  Satur- 
day, Sat. 

Ex.  3.  a:  seasoning;  a condiment,  such  as  salt  or  spices,  that  gives 
flavour  to  food;  b.  drive,  island,  dining;  c.  build,  watch,  language, 
written,  bought,  season,  beach. 

Ex.  4.  a:  island;  b.  wing;  c.  language. 

Ex.  5:  This  exercise  might  be  included  as  a language  assignment 
and  handed  in  for  checking.  To  encourage  creative  writing,  as  well  as 
neatness  and  accuracy,  the  best  examples  could  be  used  for  bulletin 
board  display. 

EXTRA  HELP 

Ex.  1.  a:  October;  b.  Saturday;  c.  cousin;  d.  dollar;  e.  swallow. 
Ex.  2.  a : build,  watch,  drew,  captain,  language ; b.  pa  (ss)  ed, 
a @ re  (ss)  , wri"(tt)  en,  spa  (rr)  ow,  do(fl)ar ; c.  hour,  written ; d.  drive, 
language,  avenue;  to  make  tlie  preceding  vowel  long. 

Ex.  3.  a:  hour;  b.  cousin,  bought. 

Ex.  4.  a:  season;  b.  sugar;  c.  dining;  d.  October;  e.  Saturday; 
f.  wonderful. 

Ex.  5:  answers  in  sentence  form  might  be  specified  here  if  wished. 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

Ex.  1:  e.g.,  France,  French;  Germany,  German;  Italy,  Italian; 
Russia,  Russian;  China,  Chinese;  Japan,  Japanese;  Holland,  Dutch; 
Spain,  Spanish;  Greece,  Greek,  etc. 

Ex.  2.  a:  salary  comes  from  the  Latin  word  solarium,  from  sal 
meaning  salt.  Solarium  was  salt-money,  money  given  to  buy  salt  as 
part  of  the  Roman  soldier’s  pay  - hence  it  came  to  mean  wages.  Salt 
was  a necessity  in  these  early  times  because  it  was  the  only  way  of 
preserving  and  seasoning  foods,  b.  salty,  salted,  salt-cellar,  saltpetre, 
etc. 

Ex.  3:  See  section  “For  Teachers  Only”  at  the  end  of  this  unit. 

Ex.  4.  a:  sister-in-law;  b.  cousin;  c.  grand-uncle;  d.  great-grand- 
father. 

Ex.  5.  a : clock,  sun-dial,  hour-glass,  etc. ; b.  field  marshal,  lieutenant, 
sergeant,  major,  colonel,  etc. 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 

FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  passed,  written,  hour,  address,  captain, 
cousin,  dining 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3 : October,  bought,  Saturday 


FOR  TEACHERS  ONLY 


Most  of  the  days  of  the  week  were  named  for  ancient  gods  and 
goddesses.  The  names  of  the  first  two  days  of  the  week,  Sunday 
and  Monday,  came  from  Anglo-Saxon  - sun-day  from  the  ancient 
sun  worship,  and  moon-day  because  the  moon  was  worshipped  as 
the  wife  of  the  sun.  Tuesday  was  named  from  the  Teutonic  god 
of  war,  Tiw,  called  Tyr  by  the  Norse.  Wednesday  came  from  the 
name  of  the  Norse  god  of  storms  and  the  father  of  Tyr,  Wodin. 
Thursday  is  from  Thor,  the  Norse  god  of  thunder  and  son  of 
Wodin.  Friday  was  named  for  Wodin’s  wife,  Freya.  Saturday 
came  from  the  name  of  the  Roman  god,  Saturn,  who  presided  over 
the  sowing  of  the  seed. 


watch 

wonderful 


Watch  and  wonderful  are  in  alphabetical 
order.  How  do  you  put  in  alphabetical 
order  words  that  begin  with  the  same 
letter? 


d.  Write  in  alphabetical  order  the  words  in  Column  3 
which  begin  with  w. 

e.  Write  in  alphabetical  order  the  words  in  Column  4 which 
begin  with  s. 

2.  a.  Use  watch  in  two  different  ways  to  show  that  you  know 
two  meanings  for  it. 

b.  Do  the  same  for  sound. 

c.  Write  the  words  from  the  list  which  are  the  names  of  a 
month  and  of  a day  of  the  week.  Write  the  abbreviation 
beside  each  name. 

3.  a.  Make  a new  word  by  adding  ing  to  season.  What  does  this 
new  word  mean?  Use  your  dictionary  to  check  the  meaning. 

b.  Write  all  the  words  from  the  list  which  have  a long  i 
sound. 

c.  Write  the  words  which  have: 


a silent  u before  i, 

the  letter  combination  gu, 

the  letter  combination  gh, 


t before  ch, 
silent  w, 

ea  sounding  long  e. 


4.  Puzzles  for  fun  (Answers  in  the  word  list.) 

a.  There  is  water  all  around  me,  but  the  end  of  me  is  land. 

b.  You’ll  find  me  on  an  insect  and  an  aeroplane  and  an  angel. 

c.  I’m  made  up  of  words,  words,  words. 
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5.  Pretend  you  are  captain  of  a boat  that  was  wrecked.  You  are 
all  alone  on  a desert  island.  Tell  what  happened  to  you,  and  how 
you  felt  about  it. 


Study  and  practise  the  words  in  your 
own  word  list. 


Extra  Help 

1.  Write  a word  from  the  list  which  is : 

a.  the  name  of  the  tenth  month  of  the  year, 
bo  the  name  of  the  last  day  of  the  week. 

c.  the  relationship  to  you  of  your  aunt’s  son. 

d.  one  hundred  cents. 

e.  a little  bird. 

2.  a.  Write  the  words  in  which  you  find  these  letter 
combinations:  ui,  tch,  ew,  ain,  gu.  Underline  the  combinations, 
bo  Write  all  the  words  which  have  double  consonants.  Circle 
the  double  consonants. 

c.  Write  two  words  which  have  a silent  letter  at  the 
beginning.  Underline  the  silent  letter. 

d.  Write  three  words  which  have  silent  e at  the  end.  Describe 
what  the  purpose  of  the  silent  e is  in  each  word. 

3.  a.  Write  sound  and  after  it  another  word  which  has  the 
same  sound  for  ou. 

b.  Write  two  words  which  have  different  sounds  for  ou. 

4.  Here  are  some  scrambled  syllables.  Put  the  syllables  in  the 
proper  order  and  write  the  words. 

a.  son  sea,  c.  ing  din,  e.  ur  day  Sat, 

b.  gar  su,  d.  Oc  ber  to,  f.  der  ful  won. 
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5.  Answer  these  questions,  using  the  words  in  bold  type  in  your 
answers : 

a.  Where  did  you  buy  your  watch  ? 

b.  Where  does  his  cousin  live? 

c.  What  date  is  the  first  Saturday  in  October? 

d.  In  what  language  is  the  book  written? 

For  Good  Spellers 

1.  Make  a chart  like  this  showing  as  many  countries  as  you  can 
with  the  name  of  the  language  spoken  by  the  people.  Check  your 
spelling  in  a dictionary. 


language 


country 


Egypt 


Egyptian 


2.  a.  The  word  salt  is  derived  from  the  same  word  as  salary. 
Using  a dictionary  or  encyclopedia,  discover  the  meaning  of 
the  expression : He  is  not  worth  his  salt. 

b.  Find  other  words  in  which  salt  appears. 

c.  Salt  is  a seasoning.  List  the  names  of  three  or  four  other 
seasonings. 

3.  Discover  the  derivation  of  the  word  Saturday.  Other  days  of 
the  week  have  interesting  derivations.  Find  these  for  your  class. 
An  encyclopedia  or  large  dictionary  will  help  you. 

4.  Cousin  is  the  title  of  a relative.  How  would  the  following 
people  be  related  to  you? 

a.  Your  older  brother’s  wife. 

b.  Your  mother’s  sister’s  child. 

c.  Your  grandmother’s  brother. 

d.  Your  grandfather’s  father. 

5.  a.  A watch  is  used  for  measuring  time.  Write  the  names  of 
three  other  instruments  used  for  measuring  time. 

b.  Captain  is  the  title  of  an  officer  in  the  army.  Write  the 
titles  of  two  other  army  officers.  Use  the  dictionary  to  check 
the  spelling  of  these  words. 
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CHECKING  THE  NEWS  (PROOF-READING) 


\ 


FIRE  DAMAGES 

DEPARTMENT 

STORE 

Fire  broke  out  just  be- 
fore noon  today  in  the 
basement  of  Barton’s 
Department  Store  on 
Main  Street. 

The  cause  of  the 
blaze  is  not  yet  known. 

One  woman  was 
injured  and  several 
people  had  to  be  car- 
ried to  safety. 

The  company  mana- 
ger was  not  sure  how 
much  damage  was 
done. 


In  newspapers  everything  is 
proof-read  before  it  is  printed. 
This  is  to  avoid  mistakes. 


Be  sure  to  proof-read  everything 

you  write. 

Check  that: 

1.  You  have  not  left  out  any 
words. 

2.  You  have  spelled  every  word 
correctly. 

3.  You  have  used  the  right 
punctuation  and  capital 
letters. 

4.  Y our  handwriting  is  neat  and 
easy  to  read. 


basement 

lady 

several 


carried 

sure 

tries 


carry 

know 

noon 


company 

known 

broken 


frozen  matches  cellar 


1. 


The  root  word  for  carried  is  carry.  Note 
what  happened  to  y when  ed  was  added. 
Write  carry  and  then  the  word  it  becomes  when  ed  is  added. 

b.  Write  tries.  What  is  the  root  word  of  tries  ? 

c.  Write  lady.  What  happens  when  you  add  es  to  lady?  Write 
the  plural  of  lady. 

d.  Write  company.  Write  the  plural  of  company. 


carri  ed 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  7 


Introducing  the  Unit 

This  unit  may  be  introduced  by  having  pupils  bring  clippings  from 
different  newspapers.  Occasionally  it  is  possible  to  find  a typographical 
error  in  a news  article.  This  will  emphasize  the  importance  of  proof- 
reading all  written  work  carefully.  If  your  class  has  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  visit  a local  newspaper  plant  or  publishing  company,  they 
will  be  familiar  with  the  extreme  care  taken  in  proof-reading. 

Teaching  the  Words 

Since  most  of  these  words  are  familiar  to  the  pupils,  you  might 
have  a pupil  use  each  word  orally  in  a sentence  as  you  write  the  word 
on  the  chalkboard.  Then  proceed  to  teach  each  word  to  overcome  any 
spelling  difficulties. 

Have  pupils  note  that  the  word  basement  is  made  up  of  the  word 
base  and  the  suffix  ment.  Circle  the  silent  e,  and  have  pupils  explain 
that  it  makes  the  preceding  a long.  In  lady,  the  a is  long,  but  in 
company,  the  a is  short,  although  both  words  end  in  the  vowel  y. 
Divide  several  into  syllables  - sev|er|al.  Draw  special  attention  to  the 
second  syllable,  er,  as  the  e is  not  pronounced. 

Relate  carried  and  carry,  and  know  and  known.  Note  that  the  y of 
the  root  word  carry  changes  to  i when  ed  is  added,  and  this  also  occurs 
in  tries  when  es  is  added  to  the  root  word  try.  Known,  like  written, 
has  to  have  a helper  before  it  can  be  used  in  a sentence.  Have  pupils 
find  the  other  word,  broken,  that  is  the  same  type  of  word.  Note  that 
all  three  words  have  n added  to  the  root  word. 

In  sure,  a review  word  from  Book  3,  review  the  fact  that  the  sound 
of  sh  is  spelled  by  s alone. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  b:  try;  c.  y changes  to  i;  ladies;  d.  companies. 

Ex.  2:  noon;  several;  basement;  tries;  sure. 

Ex.  3.  a:  known,  know;  b.  broken;  c.  accept  reasonable  examples. 

Ex.  4.  a,  b:  I am  sure;  c.  I am  not  sure. 

Ex.  5.  a:  1,  2,  4;  b.  2,  3,  4. 

Ex.  6:  This  exercise  might  be  used  in  a language  lesson  to  teach 
that  a newspaper  report  must  be  accurate,  brief,  interesting,  and  give 
all  the  facts  that  readers  would  wish  to  know. 

Testing  and  Re-teaching 

Dictate  all  the  words  in  the  sentences,  have  pupils  check  their  own 
work,  and  then  re-check  yourself  to  be  sure  no  errors  are  missed. 
Allow  pupils  who  spelled  all  words  correctly  to  proceed  with  the  work 
“For  Good  Spellers”. 


FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Answer  the  following  questions  with  a sentence  using  at  least  one 
word  from  the  list  in  each: 

© Which  part  of  a building  is  partly  underground?  (basement) 

• When  do  you  usually  have  your  lunch?  (noon) 

© What  happens  when  a stone  is  thrown  against  a window? 
(broken) 

2.  Write  the  word  from  the  list  that 
® ends  in  en ; (broken) 

@ refers  to  a woman ; (lady) 

® spells  the  sound  of  sh  by  using  s.  (sure) 

3.  Which  words  from  the  list 

• begin  with  a silent  letter?  (know,  known) 

© have  double  rS  (carry,  carried) 

© have  the  sound  of  long  aS  (basement,  lady) 

4.  © Which  word  is  related  to  break ? (broken) 

© Write  sure.  Add  the  suffix  ly  to  make  a new  word,  (surely) 

5.  What  Word  Am  I? 

© I am  spelled  the  same  backwards  as  forwards,  (noon) 

© Take  off  my  first  letter,  and  I mean  at  present,  (know  - now) 
© Subtract  my  first  letter  and  my  last  two,  and  I mean  always. 
(several  - ever) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  © Which  of  the  Extra  Words  is  sometimes  used  in  place  of  base- 

ments (cellar) 

© Which  word  is  from  the  root  word  freezes  Write  three  more 
“doing”  words  that  end  in  en  like  frozen,  and  broken.  These 
words  are  formed  from  root  words  and  must  have  a helper 
when  used,  (frozen;  spoken,  written,  bitten,  etc.) 

© Write  matches.  Substitute  another  consonant  for  m to  make 
a word  that  rhymes  with  matches,  and  another  to  make  a word 
that  is  pronounced  differently,  (catches;  watches) 

2.  • Write  the  abbreviation  for  the  word  company.  Why  must  it 

always  be  spelled  with  a capital  letter?  Write  the  name  and 
address  of  three  companies  listed  in  your  telephone  directory. 
(Co.;  it  is  used  as  the  name  of  a special  company,  hence  must 
be  capitalized) 

© Make  a list  of  five  or  six  words  that  begin  with  kn,  as  in 
know  and  known,  (knife,  knot,  knock,  kneel,  knee,  knight,  etc.) 
© List  three  other  words  that  end  in  ar,  as  in  cellar,  (dollar, 
collar,  scholar,  regular,  etc.) 

3.  ® Write  words  that  mean  the  same  as  carry.  Use  the  dictionary 

to  help  you.  (bear,  transport,  convey,  etc.) 

© Write  two  words  that  rhyme  with  known  but  have  the  rhyming 
part  spelled  differently,  (throne,  bone,  moan,  loan,  etc.) 

© Write  two  words  that  rhyme  with  tries  but  have  the  rhyming 
part  spelled  differently,  (size,  surprise,  eyes,  etc.) 


1.  Fun  with  Words 

• Write  two  words  like  noon  that  are  spelled  the  same  backwards 
as  forwards,  (dad,  pup,  level,  madam,  etc.) 

• Use  the  letters  of  the  word  tries  to  make  as  many  new  words 
as  you  can.  (tires,  rites,  tiers) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  tries 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  EARLIER  BOOKS:  several  (3),  sure  (3),  know  (2) 


2.  Write  words  from  the  list  which  mean: 

• the  opposite  of  midnight 

• quite  a few 


• attempts 

• certain 


• the  part  of  a house  which  is  farthest  from  the  attic 

3.  a.  Write  the  word  which  begins  with  a silent  k and  ends 
in  n.  What  is  the  root  word  from  which  it  is  formed? 

b.  Which  word  in  the  list  is  formed  from  the  word  broke  ? 

c.  Write  a question  using  the  word. 

4.  Answer  these  questions  by  writing  either  I am  sure,  or  I am 
not  sure. 

a.  Are  you  sure  the  earth  is  round? 

b.  Are  you  sure  the  sun  will  rise  tomorrow? 

c.  Are  you  sure  it  will  rain  tomorrow  ? 

5.  a.  Write  several  after  the  number  of  the  word  which  is  the 
name  of  something  made  up  of  several  parts ; e.g.,  1.  several 
(1)  dozen,  (2)  flock,  (3)  bird,  (4)  team. 

b.  Write  company  after  each  number  that  gives  a meaning 
of  company;  e.g.,  2.  company. 

(1)  manager,  (2)  a business  firm  with  more  than  one  owner, 
(3)  guests  in  your  house,  (4)  the  crew  of  a ship. 


6.  Imagine  you  are  a newspaper  reporter.  Write  a story  about 
the  fire  you  see  in  the  picture.  BE  SURE  TO  PROOF-READ 
YOUR  STORY. 
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SPELLING  AND  ARITHMETIC 


arithmetic 
fifteen  / 
market 
half 
forty  ,/■ 
cheese 
twelve  y 
fresh 
dime 
penny 
fifty  1/ 
cost 

carrots 

pound 

quarter 

cents 

nickel 


Shop  and  Save 
at 

Brown’s  Food  Market 

Special  this  week  — 

Bread 
220  loaf 

2 loaves 
400 

Carrots 

100 

bunch 

3 for  250 

Fresh 
Grade  A 
Eggs 

490 

dozen 

Cheese 

580 

pound 

When  you  write  numbers  in  words,  you 
often  have  to  use  the  hyphen  (-)  between 
the  parts  of  the  number.  For  example,  42 
is  written  forty- two. 

1.  Read  the  advertisement  for  Brown’s 
Food  Market.  Answer  these  questions, 
writing  in  words  any  numbers  you  use. 
Remember  to  put  in  hyphens  where  they 
are  needed. 

a.  What  would  you  pay  for  two 
loaves  of  bread? 

b.  What  is  the  cost  of  twelve  eggs? 

c.  How  much  does  a pound  of  cheese 
cost? 

d.  What  can  you  buy  for  one  dime? 


2.  a.  Write  the  following  numbers  in  words : 

15,  12,  50,  40,  44, 

b.  Write  penny.  Remember  what  happens  to  y when  you  add 
es.  Write  the  plural  of  penny. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  8 


Teaching  the  Words 

Introduce  the  words  in  related  groups,  and  list  them  on  the  chalk- 
board. Words  that  represent  numbers  could  be  grouped  together;  e.g., 
fifteen,  half,  forty,  fifty.  Point  out  that  five  becomes  fif  when  suffixes 
teen  and  ty  are  added.  Underline  the  tw  beginning  of  twelve,  and  the 
silent  l in  half,  a review  word  from  Book  3. 

Dime  and  penny  are  both  names  of  coins.  Circle  the  silent  e which 
indicates  the  long  i sound  in  dime.  The  word  penny  has  double  n and 
ends  in  y,  which  changes  to  i when  es  is  added  to  make  the  plural 
form,  pennies. 

Note  the  syllable  division  between  two  consonants  in  mar|ket;  the  ch 
combination,  the  double  e’s,  and  the  silent  e ending  of  cheese.  Fresh 
and  cost,  both  one-syllable  words,  should  present  no  difficulty  if  they 
are  enunciated  clearly. 

Divide  the  word  arithmetic  into  syllables,  a-rith\me-tic.  This  word 
is  derived  from  two  Greek  words,  arithmos  - number,  and  meter  - 
measure.  Stress  the  single  a at  the  beginning,  and  the  ic  ending  as  in 
electric,  magic,  and  music. 

Explain  to  the  pupils  that  it  is  correct  to  use  numerals  to  represent 
numbers  in  arithmetic,  advertisements,  etc.,  but  numbers  should  be 
written  in  words  in  most  other  written  work.  Remind  the  pupils  that 
the  hyphen  is  used  to  write  such  number  names  as  forty-five,  fifty- 
seven,  etc. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  forty  cents;  b.  forty-nine  cents;  c.  fifty-eight  cents; 
d.  a bunch  of  carrots. 

Ex.  2.  a:  fifteen,  twelve,  fifty,  forty,  forty-four,  one-half;  b.  pennies. 
Ex.  3.  a:  ten  pennies;  b.  two  nickels. 

Ex.  4.  a:  one  dollar  and  twenty-six  cents;  b.  Accept  reasonable 
examples. 

Ex.  5.  a:  half;  b.  half;  c.  five;  d.  half;  e.  forty  cents;  f.  forty; 
g.  twelve;  h.  five. 

Ex.  6:  mar|ket,  fif  | teen,  pen|ny,  for|ty. 

Dictating 

For  variety,  you  might  prefer  to  dictate  a paragraph  or  short  sen- 
tences. The  following  sentences  are  suggested  for  your  convenience. 

1.  She  bought  the  cheese  for  half  a dollar. 

2.  The  fresh  fruit  cost  two  dimes  and  a penny. 

3.  Is  the  number  of  your  house  twelve  or  fifteen? 

4.  They  bought  forty  or  fifty  bags  of  candy  at  the  market. 

5.  We  did  our  arithmetic  after  the  picnic  on  Saturday. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  half.  Draw  a circle  around  the  silent  letter.  Use  half  in 

a sentence  (ha®f) 

• Write  the  word  from  Unit  4 that  makes  its  plural  in  the  same 
way  as  half,  (wolf  - wolves) 


2.  Write  the  word  from  the  list  that 

• means  one  cent ; (penny) 

• begins  with  the  same  letters  as  two ; (twelve) 

• names  a food;  (cheese) 

• is  worth  ten  times  as  much  as  a penny,  (dime) 

3.  • Write  two  words  in  the  list  that  begin  with  the  same  three 

letters,  (fifty,  fifteen) 

• Write  two  words  in  the  list  that  have  the  long  e sound,  (fifteen, 
cheese) 

• Write  five  words  with  the  short  e sound,  (penny,  fresh,  twelve, 
market,  arithmetic) 

• Write  three  words  with  silent  e.  (dime,  twelve,  cheese) 

4.  Write  the  words  in  the  list 

• that  rhyme  with  time,  lost,  calf',  (dime,  cost,  half) 

• in  which  you  see  the  small  words  for,  mark,  met.  (forty, 
market,  arithmetic) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  Write 

© pound  and  its  abbreviation;  (lb.) 

• nickel  and  the  names  of  two  other  metals  used  in  Canadian 
coins.  How  many  nickels  are  in  a dollar?  (silver,  copper,  gold; 
twenty) 

• quarter  and  the  amount  of  money  it  represents.  Why  is  this 
coin  called  a quarter?  (twenty-five  cents  are  one-fourth  or  one- 
quarter  of  a dollar;  a twenty-five-cent  piece  is  therefore  called 
a quarter  of  a dollar) 

© cents  and  the  name  of  something  that  equals  one  hundred 
cents;  (dollar) 

• carrots  and  the  name  of  three  other  vegetables  grown  in  the 
earth  like  carrots,  (radishes,  parsnips,  beets,  turnips,  etc.) 

2.  The  word  market  is  a “doing”  word  as  well  as  a “name”  word. 
Write  a sentence  to  show  how  market  is  a doing  word.  Use  a dic- 
tionary to  help  you. 

3.  There  are  twelve  things  in  a dozen.  What  other  measurements  are 
made  up  of  twelve  parts?  (twelve  inches  in  a foot,  twelve  months 
in  a year,  twelve  hours  on  a clock) 

4.  Find  the  meaning  of  the  expression  “penny  wise  and  pound 
foolish”,  (saving  a little  now  but  paying  more  later) 

5.  In  what  sports  would  you  hear  the  following  expressions ; tell  what 
each  means : 

• half-nelson;  (a  hold  in  wrestling) 

• half-time;  (football  or  basketball,  when  the  teams  stop  for  a 
brief  time  in  the  middle  of  the  game.) 

© half-back,  (a  position  on  a football  team) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  arithmetic,  forty 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  half 


3.  Answer  these  questions,  using  the  words  in  bold  type  in  your 
answer: 

a.  How  many  pennies  are  there  in  a dime? 

b.  How  many  nickels  are  there  in  a dime  ? 

4.  a.  Work  out  the  answer  for  this  problem  and  then  write  a 
statement  about  it: 

If  one  dozen  eggs  costs  forty-two  cents,  what  is  the 
cost  of  three  dozen? 

b.  Using  the  advertisement  on  page  22  make  up  a problem 
about  the  cost  of  cheese  like  the  one  in  Ex.  a.  Write  the  answer. 

5.  Write  the  heading  Arithmetic  on  your  page.  Under  this 
heading  answer  the  following  questions  in  complete  sentences. 

a.  One  penny  is  what  part  of  two  pennies? 

b.  A nickel  is  what  part  of  a dime  ? 

c.  How  many  dimes  make  a half-dollar? 

d.  Fifty  cents  is  what  part  of  a dollar? 

e.  How  much  is  left  of  fifty  cents  when  you  spend  a dime? 

f.  Fifteen  and  five  are  half  of  what  number? 

g.  How  many  inches  are  there  in  a foot? 

h.  How  many  pennies  are  there  in  a nickel? 

6.  Write  the  following  words  in  syllables.  After  each  divided 
word,  write  the  complete  word.  Example:  fif/ty,  fifty.  Look  back 
to  Unit  4 if  you  need  help. 

market  fifteen  penny  forty 


ANOTHER  WORD  STORY 

The  word  dime  comes  from  the  Latin  word  which  means 
ten.  What  is  the  relationship  in  meaning? 


REMEMBER  TO  KEEP  YOUR  OWN  SPECIAL  LIST  OF 
SPELLING  WORDS. 
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WORDS  IN  TRAVEL 


wheel 

years 

useful 

off 

traveller 

team 

tunnel 

station 

bus 

covered 

history 

elephant 

buried 

taxi 

carriage 

journey 

1.  Answer  these  questions  about  the  pictures: 

a.  On  what  animal  is  the  man  riding? 

b.  What  has  happened  to  the  wheel  of  the  ox-cart? 

c.  What  kind  of  wagon  is  being  pulled  by  a team  of  horses  ? 

d.  What  has  the  train  just  passed  through? 

e.  Where  does  a traveller  go  to  take  a train  ? 

2.  a.  Write  elephant.  Underline  the  letters  that  have  the  sound 
of  f . 

b.  Write  the  root  word  from  which  traveller  is  made.  What 
ending  is  added  to  this  root  word  to  make  traveller? 

c.  Use  traveller  and  bus  in  one  sentence,  to  describe  some- 
thing that  could  happen  to  you. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  9 


Introducing  the  Words 

As  these  words  are  related  to  travel,  they  might  be  introduced 
orally  in  a discussion  of  the  various  modes  of  travel  illustrated  in  the 
text,  and  also  where  each  mode  of  travel  might  be  found.  Through  this 
discussion  all  the  words  will  be  used  in  context  and  written  on  the 
chalkboard.  Relate  this  unit  to  the  social  studies  program  if  at  all 
possible. 

Teaching  the  Words 

Proceed  to  examine  the  words  for  similarities  and  differences. 
Traveller,  useful,  and  covered  all  have  root  words  with  suffixes  added. 
Note  that  the  l of  travel  is  doubled  when  er  is  added.  Usually,  words 
that  end  in  a single  consonant  preceded  by  a single  vowel  double  the 
final  consonant  if  a suffix  beginning  with  a vowel  is  added  to  them  - 
e.g.,  er,  ed  - provided  the  words  are  monosyllables  or  place  an  accent 
on  the  last  syllable.  They  keep  it  single  if  the  last  syllable  is  un- 
accented; but  a final  “l”  is  doubled  irrespective  of  accent:  e.g., 
travelled,  compelled. 

Note  that  the  suffix  ful  has  only  one  l.  Relate  useful  to  wonderful, 
taken  earlier. 

Years  and  team  have  ea  with  the  long  e sound.  Wheel  has  double 
e for  the  long  e sound.  Underline  the  wh  combination  in  wheel. 

To  help  pupils  remember  the  different  letter  combinations,  box  the 
double  n and  el  ending  of  tunnel,  the  or  of  history,  the  tion  with  the 
shun  sound  in  station,  and  the  ph  pronounced  f in  elephant.  Re-examine 
the  word  off,  repeated  from  Book  3,  and  circle  the  double  f. 

Note  that  years  is  the  plural  form  of  the  noun  year.  Have  pupils  give 
the  plural  forms  for  bus,  wheel,  traveller,  history,  station,  and  elephant. 
History  changes  y to  i when  es  is  added. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  elephant;  b.  fallen  off;  c.  covered;  d.  tunnel;  e.  station. 

Ex.  2.  a : ph;  b.  travel ; l of  root  word  is  doubled  when  er  ending  is 
added ; c.  Accept  reasonable  examples. 

Ex.  3.  a:  the  suffix  ful  has  only  one  l;  b.  useless;  c.  useful  - 2,  3; 
useless  - 1,  4. 

Ex.  4.  c:  off. 

Ex.  5.  a:  wheels,  tunnels,  stations,  elephants,  teams,  histories; 
b.  cover,  covering;  c.  traveller,  wheel,  tunnel,  off. 

Ex.  6.  a:  team,  elephant,  years,  useful  or  bus;  b.  years;  c.  wheel, 
team,  or  years. 

Ex.  7:  1.  bus;  2.  useful;  3.  station. 

Re-teaching 

After  the  first  dictation,  note  the  types  of  errors  made  by  the  pupils 
and  re-teach  to  overcome  these;  e.g.,  vowel  or  consonant  combinations, 


suffixes,  double  consonants,  etc.  In  re-teaching,  write  the  word  correctly 
on  the  chalkboard  and  use  coloured  chalk,  boxes,  or  any  other  effective 
means  of  making  the  difficult  part  stand  out  in  the  pupils’  mind. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Write 

© the  word  that  ends  in  a double  letter ; (off) 

• the  words  that  use  two  letters  to  spell  the  sound  of  /;  (off, 
elephant) 

• the  word  in  which  y is  a consonant,  (years) 

2.  © Write  the  word  in  the  list  that  ends  with  the  same  suffix  as 

a word  in  Unit  2.  Write  both  words,  (useful,  wonderful) 

• List  three  words  that  end  in  the  same  consonant,  (wheel,  use- 
ful, tunnel) 

• List  alphabetically  the  words  that  begin  with  the  same  con- 
sonant. (team,  traveller,  tunnel) 

3.  • Write  the  words  from  the  list  in  which  you  could  omit  the  first 

letter  and  still  have  a word,  (w heel,  years,  bits) 

® Write  words  from  the  list  in  which  you  can  omit  the  first  two 
letters  and  still  have  a word,  (wh eel,  history,  t earn) 

4.  From  the  list,  write  a word  that  means 

• sheltered;  (covered) 

• a subject  in  school;  (history) 

• a part  of  a car;  (wheel) 

• suited  for  a special  purpose,  (useful) 

5.  Write  off.  Add  the  last  four  letters  of  covered  to  off  to  make  a new 
word.  Use  the  new  word  to  show  that  you  know  its  meaning, 
(offered) 

6.  Answer  with  a single  word  from  the  list : 

© Which  animal  uses  its  nose  as  a hand?  (elephant) 

© Where  might  you  go  to  meet  a train?  (station) 

• What  do  you  become  when  you  take  a trip?  (traveller) 

• What  word  might  describe  the  wheel ? (useful) 

• What  subject  would  you  study  to  learn  about  the  past? 
(history) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  Write  the  Extra  Word  that 

© is  related  to  carry',  (carriage) 

© is  made  from  the  root  bury ; (buried) 

• is  often  called  a cab ; (taxi) 

© means  the  same  as  trip,  (journey) 

2.  Look  in  the  dictionary  and  write  the  words  beginning  with  ph  that 
mean  a.  a kind  of  bird;  (pheasant)  b.  a picture  taken  with  a 
camera;  (photograph)  c.  a group  of  words  forming  part  of  a 
sentence;  (phrase)  d.  a doctor,  (physician) 

3.  Write  six  words  that  end  in  tion,  like  station,  (mention,  motion, 
position,  action,  direction,  addition,  subtraction,  fraction,  etc.) 


4.  © Name  two  vehicles  that  do  not  use  wheels,  (sleigh,  sled, 

toboggan,  etc.) 

• The  word  journey  and  the  word  journal  have  the  same  origin. 
Find  them  in  your  dictionary  and  see  if  you  can  tell  why  they 
are  related.  (Both  come  from  the  French  word  journee , mean- 
ing day.  A journey  was  once  a day’s  trip  and  a journal  is  a 
daily  newspaper,  or  a daily  record  of  events.) 


MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  off 


3.  a.  Write  useful.  Draw  a line  under  1.  Why  must  you 
remember  this  letter  particularly? 

b.  Change  ful  in  useful  to  less. 

c.  Indicate  whether  the  following  are  useful  or  useless  by 
writing  useful  or  useless  after  the  number  on  your  paper. 

(1)  a worn-out  shoe,  (3)  a dime, 

(2)  a hammer,  (4)  a broken  wheel 

4.  a.  Write  history.  Remember  that  history  tells  a story.  Draw 
a line  under  story  in  history. 

b.  Write  the  word  that  rhymes  with  nation.  Underline  the 
last  four  letters. 

c.  Write  the  word  that  is  opposite  in  meaning  to  on. 

5.  a.  Write  the  plural  of:  wheel,  tunnel,  station,  elephant, 
team,  history. 

b.  Write  covered.  Write  the  root  word  from  which  covered 
is  made.  Now  add  ing  to  the  root  word. 

c.  Write  all  the  words  in  the  list  that  have  double  letters. 

6.  a.  Write  the  words  in  which  you  see : tea,  ant,  ear,  us. 

b.  Which  word  in  the  list  is  plural  ? 

c.  Write  two  words  which  spell  the  long  e sound  in  two 
different  ways. 


7.  Write  the  words  on  your  paper  which  would  complete  this 
puzzle : 


1.  a passenger  vehicle 

2.  of  some  use 

3.  stopping  place  on  a railway 
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SOME 

VOWEL 

PARTNERS 

beat 

speak 

juice 

died 

load 

raise 

reach 

laid 

true 

coast 

tries 

rear 

reason 

toes 

braids 

o i Look  at  the  vowel  partners  in  these  words.  Is 

the  first  vowel  of  each  pair  long  or  short? 
What  do  you  notice  about  the  second  vowel  in 
u e each  pair?  Write  the  rule  which  is  true  for  the 

vowel  partners  in  these  words. 


Qa  is  a hard  combination  to  write. 
Be  careful  of  your  handwriting. 


1.  a.  Make  a chart  like  this,  and  in  each  column  write  the 
words  that  contain  the  vowel  partners  written  at  the  top  of 
the  column. 


ai 

ea 

oa 

ue 

ui 

b.  Underline  the  sounded  vowel  and  circle  the  silent  vowel 
in  each  word. 


2.  a.  From  the  list  write  words  which  rhyme  with : 

cries,  beach,  blue. 

b.  Coast  and  raise  both  have  at  least  two  meanings.  Use 
these  two  words  to  show  two  meanings  for  each  of  them. 

c.  Write  I speak.  Write  the  form  you  would  use  with  she. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  10 


Introducing  the  Words 

The  pupils  have  had  an  introduction  to  vowel  combinations  in  Book 
3.  The  phonic  principle,  “When  two  vowels  appear  together  in  a word, 
the  first  vowel  is  usually  long  and  the  second  vowel  silent,”  should  be 
reviewed,  with  examples  such  as  beach,  'paint,  and  avenue. 

Exercise  1 provides  an  excellent  opportunity  to  group  the  words 
according  to  vowel  combinations.  Ask  pupils  to  state  the  general  rule 
for  pronouncing  them,  but  point  out  that  there  are  exceptions.  Brighter 
pupils  may  supply  some  of  these  exceptions  taken  previously,  such  as 
build,  captain,  and  bread. 

Teaching  the  Words 

Note  that  all  words  in  this  unit  have  only  one  syllable.  Circle  the 
silent  e of  raise  and  juice.  Laid  and  died  are  “doing”  words  that  show 
action  that  happened  “yesterday”.  Tries  is  a “doing”  word  that  shows 
action  “today”.  Write  in  coloured  chalk  the  consonant  blends  in  speak, 
true,  coast,  and  tries,  and,  in  another  column,  the  consonant  combina- 
tion ch  in  reach.  Note  that  the  sound  of  s is  represented  by  ce  in  juice. 
Relate  juice  to  face  and  rice,  taken  previously. 

Some  words  in  this  unit  may  be  used  both  as  “name”  words  and 
as  “doing”  words.  Illustrate  this  by  having  pupils  use  in  sentences 
such  words  as  beat,  load,  raise,  coast,  and  tries,  as  both  parts  of 
speech;  e.g.,  the  beat  of  the  drum,  to  beat  the  rug;  a raise  in  pay,  to 
raise  the  window. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  ai  - laid,  raise;  ea  - beat,  speak,  reach;  oa  - load,  coast; 
ue  - true;  ui  - juice,  b.  First  vowel  is  underlined  and  the  second 
circled  in  each  combination. 

Ex.  2.  a:  tries,  reach,  true;  b.  the  sea-shore,  to  slide  or  sail  effort- 
lessly ; an  increase  in  salary,  to  lift ; c.  speaks. 

Ex.  3.  a,  b:  not  true;  c.  true. 

Ex.  4.  a:  bait,  boat;  laid,  load,  lied,  loud;  b.  heat,  meat,  neat,  peat, 
seat,  etc.;  c.  dies,  tried;  d.  juicy;  e.  praise. 

Ex.  5:  d,  c,  e,  b,  a. 

Ex.  6.  a:  beat  - beach;  b.  speak;  c.  coast. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

Dictate  each  word  in  context,  but  have  pupils  write  only  the  word. 
Check  carefully  for  errors,  and  have  pupils  make  corrections  immedi- 
ately. Add  these  words  to  their  lists  of  difficult  words. 

Re-teach  by  stressing  again  the  vowel  combinations.  Emphasize  care 
in  writing  the  vowel  combinations,  especially  oa  and  ui,  as  poor  writing 
is  frequently  the  cause  of  spelling  errors. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  the  word  from  the  list  that  is  often  used  with  each  of 

the  following:  guard,  orange,  story,  (coast,  juice,  true) 


© Which  words  from  the  list  are  formed  from  the  root  of  die,  lay, 
try.  (died,  laid,  tries) 

2.  © Write  the  words  in  which  you  see  the  smaller  words  each,  yea, 

eat,  aid.  (reach,  speak,  beat,  laid) 

• Using  two  words  from  the  list,  re-write  the  following  sentence 
without  changing  its  meaning:  “He  could  not  lift  the  weight.” 
(raise,  load) 

© Ask  a question  using  the  words  reach  the  coast. 

3.  What  V/ord  Am  /? 

© Change  my  final  e to  in  and  you  may  find  me  in  a pie.  (raise) 

• Drop  my  final  e and  add  ly,  and  you  will  see  me  at  the  end  of 
a letter  after  the  word  yours,  (true) 

© Leave  out  my  silent  vowel,  and  I am  a word  from  Unit  8. 
(coast  - cost) 

® My  last  three  letters  name  something  cool,  (juice  - ice) 

4.  @ Write  the  words  that  have  the  vowel  combination  ie.  (died, 

tries) 

• Write  the  two  words  that  begin  with  the  same  letter  and  end 
with  the  same  letter,  (load,  laid) 

• Write  two  words  that  have  two  ways  of  making  the  vowel  long, 
(juice,  raise;  each  has  vowel  partners  and  a silent  e ending) 

5.  Answer  each  question  in  a sentence,  using  a word  from  the  list. 

© Is  it  true  or  not  true  that  the  sun  rises  in  the  east?  (true) 

© Is  it  more  polite  to  speak  or  to  be  silent  when  you  are  asked  a 
question?  (speak) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  Write 

• the  word  rear  and  a word  that  means  the  opposite;  (front) 

• the  word  toes  and  the  word  that  names  the  corresponding  parts 
of  the  hand;  (fingers) 

• the  word  braids  and  the  name  of  another  hair  style;  (curls, 
waves,  bangs,  etc.) 

• the  word  reason,  and  use  it  in  a sentence  to  explain  why  you 
were  absent  from  school. 

2.  • Many  people  drink  juice  for  breakfast.  Name  at  least  four 

kinds  of  juice  they  might  have,  (orange,  grapefruit,  apple,  pine- 
apple, grape,  tomato,  etc.) 

• Using  a dictionary,  find  words  beginning  with  ju  that  mean 
(a)  a person  who  rules  over  a court  of  law;  (judge)  (b)  a 
thick  forest;  (jungle)  (c)  a person  in  a lower  class  than  a 
senior;  (junior)  (d)  a Chinese  boat,  (junk) 

3.  © What  is  the  rear  of  a ship  called?  (stern) 

• Write  the  word  that  is  the  opposite  of  true,  (false) 

© What  is  a braid  of  hair  sometimes  called?  (pigtail,  queue) 


MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  raise,  laid,  tries 


3.  Tell  whether  these  statements  are  true  or  not  by  writing  true 
or  not  true  after  the  letter  for  each  statement. 

a.  The  moon  is  bigger  than  the  sun. 

b.  Every  day  is  a holiday. 

c.  I want  to  be  a good  speller. 


4.  Making  words 

a.  Make  new  words  by  substituting  a different  set  of  vowel 
partners  in  each  of  these  words:  beat,  lead. 

b.  Form  three  new  words  by  changing  the  first  consonant 
of  beat. 

c.  Build  new  words  by  changing  the  second  d of  died  to  s 
and  the  s of  tries  to  d. 

d.  Make  a new  word  by  dropping  e of  juice  and  adding  y. 

e.  Make  a new  word  by  writing  p in  front  of  raise. 


5.  Matching  meanings 

Write  the  words  below,  and  opposite  each  write  the  letter  of  the 
phrase  in  the  second  column  which  gives  the  correct  meaning. 


beat 

tries 

reach 

speak 

juice 


a.  liquid  part  of  fruit 

b.  hold  conversation 

c.  attempts 

d.  hit  hard  repeatedly 

e.  arrive  at 


6.  Word  fun 

What  word  is  it? 

a.  If  you  change  the  last  letter  for  a pair  of  consonants  it 
rhymes  with  another  word  in  the  list. 

b.  It’s  a good  idea  to  think  before  you  do  it. 

c.  This  is  found  along  the  edge  of  the  sea  or  ocean. 


FOLLOW  THE  STUDY  STEPS  ON  PAGE  5 
TO  MAKE  SURE  YOU  LEARN  THE  WORDS 
THOROUGHLY. 
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WORDS  WITH  MORE  THAN  ONE  MEANING 


trunk 

1.  Mother  helped  pack  my  trunk  for  camp. 

2.  The  elephant  picks  up  peanuts  with  his  trunk. 

3.  The  long,  thick  part  of  a tree  is  called  the  trunk. 

REMEMBER 

The  spelling  is  the  same.  The  meaning  is  different. 
The  pronunciation  is  sometimes  different. 


trunk  colour  charge  bowl 

minute  band  period  bow 

pupil  chief  blow  track 


pipe 

,:F% 

trick 

post 

bowl  bow  band 


1.  Write  a question  about  each  picture.  Use  the  word  with  the 
meaning  that  is  shown  by  the  picture. 

2.  Use  each  of  the  words  in  bold  type  to  show  its  other  meaning. 
Use  your  dictionary  if  you  need  it. 

a.  They  were  afraid  the  Indians  would  charge  the  fort. 

b.  We  have  an  art  period  on  Tuesday. 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  11 


Introducing  the  Words 

This  unit  is  intended  to  encourage  pupils  to  use  a dictionary  to  find 
the  pronunciations  of  words  and  how  to  use  their  several  meanings  in 
sensible  contexts.  Since  dictionary  skills  are  an  integral  part  of  the 
language  program,  the  time  spent  on  reviewing  these  skills  will  depend 
on  how  much  you  have  taught  in  other  lessons.  This  unit  should  also 
make  pupils  aware  of  the  correlation  of  spelling  and  the  language  arts, 
and  the  importance  of  the  dictionary  as  a basic  text  in  the  language 
program. 

Value  and  use  of  a dictionary  may  be  emphasized  by  leading  pupils 
to  discover  the  various  aids  that  a dictionary  provides;  e.g.,  the 
spelling  of  words,  the  pronunciation  of  words,  how  words  are  divided 
into  syllables,  where  the  accent  comes,  the  derivation  of  words,  how 
words  are  used,  formation  of  new  words  by  adding  prefixes,  suffixes 
etc.,  and  alphabetical  order.  Use  the  words  from  the  list  to  illustrate 
these  points.  Pupils  may  supply  other  examples. 

Teaching  the  Words 

There  are  two  different  pronunciations  for  two  of  the  words  accord- 
ing to  the  context  in  which  each  is  used.  Minute  is  derived  from  the 
Latin  word  min  meaning  small.  In  minute,  meaning  a small  period  of 
time,  the  accent  is  on  the  first  syllable  and  the  ute  is  pronounced  it. 
When  minute  means  very  small,  the  accent  is  on  the  last  syllable,  and 
the  u is  long  with  the  e silent.  In  bow,  as  illustrated  in  the  two  pictures, 
the  ow  has  the  long  o sound.  When  bow  refers  to  part  of  a boat  or  to 
the  motion  one  makes  when  bending  the  head  as  a sign  of  respect  or 
reverence,  the  ow  is  pronounced  like  ou  in  sound. 

Track  and  trunk  begin  with  the  same  consonant  blend.  Note  the  ck 
ending  of  track  as  in  rock  and  lock  taken  earlier.  Circle  the  long  u in 
pupil,  and  the  il  ending.  Chief  and  charge  begin  with  the  consonant 
partners  ch.  Have  pupils  tell  you  that  in  charge  the  following  e indi- 
cates that  g is  pronounced  like  j,  and  relate  it  to  age,  language,  and 
orange. 

Write  period  in  syllables  - pe\ri\od.  Emphasize  the  three  syllables  to 
help  pupils  remember  the  i and  the  o pronounced  separately. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1:  Accept  reasonable  examples. 

Ex.  2.  a:  e.g.,  to  charge  a high  price;  b.  a period  at  the  end  of  a 
sentence;  c.  the  colour  of  the  sky;  d.  to  track  a thief,  or  a railway 
track;  e.  the  pupil  of  the  eye. 

Ex.  3.  a:  min | ute';  b.  minutes;  c.  the  front  of  a boat,  or  to  bow  to 
someone  as  a sign  of  respect. 

Ex.  4.  a:  blow,  bowl;  b.  blow,  bowl,  bow;  c.  track,  trunk;  slack, 
black,  snack,  smack,  etc.;  skunk,  spunk,  drunk,  etc. 

Ex.  5:  Accept  reasonable  answers. 

Dictating  the  Words 

Dictate  the  words  in  context,  using  different  meanings  and  pronunci- 
ations so  that  pupils  will  become  familiar  with  them. 


FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  bow.  Write  the  word  in  the  list  made  by  adding  a letter 

to  bow.  (bowl) 

• Write  words  from  the  list  that  might  be  used  in  writing  about 
sports,  (charge,  minute,  bow,  period,  bowl,  track,  band,  blew) 

2.  • Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  have  these  letters  in  a 

different  order:  rodiep,  uplip,  looruc,  temium.  (period,  pupil, 
colour,  minute) 

® Write  the  words  in  the  list  that  end  in  silent  e.  (minute, 
charge) 

3.  Write  the  word  that 

® names  part  of  the  eye ; (pupil) 

• names  a weapon  used  to  kill ; (bow) 

• names  a punctuation  mark,  (period  ) 

4.  Look  at  the  pictures  on  page  28,  and  answer  the  following  questions 
in  a sentence,  using  a word  from  the  list  in  each : 

• What  has  the  girl  in  her  hair?  (bow) 

• What  is  used  to  hold  the  fruit?  (bowl) 

• What  is  the  man  wearing  on  his  arm?  (band) 

® What  game  is  pictured?  (bowling) 

5.  Which  words 

® have  only  one  vowel  each?  (trunk,  band,  track,  bow,  blow, 
bowl) 

• are  spelled  with  the  same  letters  ? (bowl,  blow) 

9 begin  with  consonant  partners?  (chief,  charge) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  post.  Use  post  in  a statement  about  a fence  and  in  a 

question  about  a letter,  (fence  post,  post  a letter) 

• Write  trick.  Change  the  vowel  to  make  new  words,  (track, 
truck) 

® Write  pipe.  Use  pipe  in  sentences  to  show  two  different  mean- 
ings. (a  pipe-line,  to  smoke  a pipe,  to  pipe  a tune,  etc.) 

2.  If  you  leave  out  the  i in  chief  you  have  the  word  chef.  Use  your 
dictionary  to  find  the  meaning  of  the  word  chef,  and  see  if  you  can 
find  any  relation  in  meaning  between  these  two  words.  What  sound 
does  the  ch  in  chef  have?  (chef  means  chief  cook;  sh) 

3.  ® A minute  is  a measure  of  time.  Name  two  or  three  things  that 

are  used  to  measure  time,  (clock,  watch,  sun-dial,  hour-glass, 
candle,  etc.) 

® Explain  what  is  meant  by  each  of  the  underlined  words:  a 
period  in  history,  a band  of  outlaws,  a poster,  a sandpiper,  (a 
certain  time,  a group,  a sign,  usually  with  a picture  to  illus- 
trate it,  a bird) 

4.  Write  a short  description  of  a trick  someone  played  on  you. 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  minute 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  colour 


c.  Colour  the  girl’s  dress  red. 

d.  The  hunter  saw  the  fox’s  track  in  the  snow. 

e.  Bill  is  a pupil  in  Mrs.  Green’s  class. 

3.  a.  Write  minute.  Use  your  dictionary  to  find  two  different 
pronunciations  for  minute.  On  which  syllable  does  the  accent 
fall  when  minute  means  very  small? 

b.  Add  s to  minute.  You  now  have  another  word  which  also 
has  two  meanings.  Use  minutes  to  mean  the  record  of  a 
meeting. 

c.  Write  a sentence  showing  the  meaning  of  bow  when  it  is 
pronounced  so  as  to  rhyme  with  how. 

4.  a.  Write  the  two  words  from  the  list  which  use  exactly  the 
same  letters  arranged  in  different  order. 

b.  Write  three  words  which  spell  long  o by  using  ow. 

c.  Write  two  words  which  begin  with  the  consonant  blend  tr. 
Make  two  new  words  by  changing  the  consonant  blends  in 
each  word. 

5.  Answer  these  questions.  In  the  answer  use  the  word  beside 
the  question. 

a.  Will  the  wind  blow  from  the  north  tomorrow?  (blow) 

b.  Was  the  boy  knocked  out  when  he  was  hit?  (blow) 

c.  Who  was  the  head  of  the  Indian  tribe?  (chief) 

d.  Was  your  eye  damaged  in  the  accident?  (pupil) 

6.  Here  is  a famous  limerick  by  Edward  Lear: 

There  was  an  old  man  with  a beard, 

Who  said,  “It  is  just  as  I feared! — 

Two  owls  and  a hen, 

Four  larks  and  a wren, 

Have  all  built  their  nests  in  my  beard !” 

Write  a limerick  of  your  own  beginning  with  this  line : 

There  was  an  old  Indian  chief  . . . 

Make  it  as  funny  as  you  can.  Watch  for  the  rhymes. 
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PRACTICE  MAKES  PERFECT 


You  have  to  practise 
to  do  a perfect  head- 
stand.  Practice 
makes  perfect  in 
spelling,  too. 

1.  a.  Write  all  the 
words  which  be- 
gin with  co.  Write  them  again 
in  alphabetical  order.  Remem- 
ber to  look  at  the  third  letter 
of  each  word. 

b.  Write  address.  After  it 
arrange  in  alphabetical  order 
the  words  in  the  list  which  you 
would  find  in  the  dictionary 
between  address  and  captain. 


covered 

company 

sure 

speak 

written 

several 

address 

half 

carried 

died 

forty 

off 

tries 

cousin 

bought 

arithmetic 

laid 

minute 

October 

colour 

passed 

captain 

hour 

Saturday 

2.  Write : 

a.  two  words  which  measure  time. 

b.  the  two  words  spelled  with  capital  letters.  Write  the 
abbreviation  for  each  of  these  words. 

c.  the  word  which  has  two  sets  of  double  consonants. 

d.  the  name  of  a subject  studied  at  school. 

e.  the  number  which  means  four  lO’s. 

f.  three  words  which  end  in  ed. 


3.  a.  Which  words  from  the  list  are  opposite  in  meaning  to : 
be  silent,  sold,  on,  lived? 

b.  Which  words  mean  the  same  as:  1/60  of  an  hour,  60 
minutes,  attempts,  a number  of? 

c.  Which  words  are  pronounced  the  same  as  the  following 
words:  past,  dyed,  our? 

d.  Which  words  rhyme  with  cries,  pure,  paid,  ought? 


30 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  12 


Teaching  the  Words 

For  your  convenience,  the  following  sentences  are  included  to  test 
the  words  before  beginning  to  teach  this  unit. 

1.  On  Saturday  my  cousin  bought  several  books. 

2.  They  carried  the  man  home  but  he  died  an  hour  later. 

3.  Have  you  written  the  right  address  of  the  company  ? 

4.  The  captain  will  speak  to  the  forty  students  who  passed  the  arith- 
metic test. 

5.  She  laid  the  letter  on  the  desk  and  covered  half  of  it  with  a book. 

6.  I am  sure  that  leaves  change  colour  around  October. 

7.  He  tries  to  take  off  his  coat  without  wasting  a minute. 

Excuse  from  further  teaching  those  pupils  who  have  all  the  words 
correct.  However,  since  nineteen  of  the  words  of  this  unit  are  among 
those  often  misspelled,  special  care  must  be  taken  to  overcome  diffi- 
culties. 

Re-group  the  misspelled  words  for  re-teaching,  using  any  groupings 
that  emphasize  similarities  in  the  words.  For  example,  covered,  carried, 
bought,  laid,  passed,  and  died  are  all  “doing”  words  that  happened 
“yesterday”.  Double  consonants  are  found  in  written,  address,  carried, 
passed  and  off ; have  pupils  underline  them  in  each  word.  The  vowel 
combination  ou  is  found  in  bought,  hour,  cousin,  and  colour-,  note  the 
different  sound  it  has  in  each  word.  Circle  the  silent  consonants:  w in 
written,  gh  in  bought,  h in  hour,  and  l in  half.  Use  capital  letters  or 
outline  with  brightly  coloured  chalk  the  endings  of  such  words  as 
passed,  several,  cousin,  minute,  arithmetic,  colour,  and  captain.  Review 
“Big  Brother  r”  with  vowels  from  Unit  8,  Book  3,  and  find  these  part- 
ners in  covered,  carried,  forty,  October,  and  Saturday.  The  errors  made 
by  your  pupils  will  suggest  the  proper  groupings  of  the  misspelled 
words  for  re-teaching  purposes. 

Use  the  “Extra  Help”  material  during  the  re-teaching.  Continue  to 
re-teach  and  dictate  until  almost  all  the  pupils  have  a perfect  score. 
Do  not  mark  time  with  the  majority  of  the  class  for  a few  poor  spellers 
who  still  make  errors.  Proceed  to  the  next  unit,  but  include  the  words 
that  continued  to  cause  difficulty  as  review  words  from  time  to  time. 
Include  all  pupils  in  the  final  dictation,  and  keep  a record  of  the  class 
achievement  on  this  test. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  colour,  company,  cousin,  covered;  b.  arithmetic,  bought. 
Ex.  2.  a : hour,  minute ; b.  October,  Oct.,  Saturday,  Sat. ; c.  address  ; 
d.  arithmetic;  e.  forty;  f.  covered,  carried,  passed. 

Ex.  3.  a:  speak,  bought,  off,  died;  b.  minute,  hour,  tries,  several; 
c.  passed,  died,  hour;  d.  tries,  sure,  laid,  bought. 

Ex.  4.  a:  e.g.,  Was  the  right  address  written  on  the  letter?;  b.  e.g., 
The  man  gave  an  address  at  the  meeting. 

Ex.  5.  a:  bought,  hour,  cousin,  colour;  b.  half;  c.  minute;  d.  cap- 
tain. 


EXTRA  HELP 

Ex.  1.  a:  ha(T)f;  b.  written,  hour. 

Ex.  2.  a:  captain,  forty,  colour,  address,  cousin,  written,  minute. 

Ex.  3.  a:  forty,  half,  hour,  laid,  minute,  October;  b.  Saturday, 
several,  speak,  sure;  c.  address,  arithmetic,  bought. 

Ex.  4.  a:  (1),  (2),  (3);  b.  (1)  half;  (2)  forty;  (3)  one  minute. 

Ex.  5.  a:  laid,  Saturday;  b.  captain;  c.  covered;  d.  company; 
e.  hour,  colour;  f.  bought. 

Ex.  6.  a:  Saturday;  b.  tries;  c.  October;  d.  several  - seven. 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

Ex.  1.  a:  Good  spellers  should  get  at  least  twenty.  Some  examples 
are:  it,  hit,  hair,  hare,  are,  met,  heat,  hear,  cream,  meat,  her,  their, 
trim,  team,  tear,  etc.;  b.  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  sixty,  seventy,  eighty, 
ninety,  one  hundred;  c.  one-half,  one-third,  one-quarter,  one-fifth. 

Ex.  2.  a:  second,  minute,  hour,  day,  week,  month,  year,  decade, 
century;  b.  others,  many,  most,  much,  less,  etc. 

Ex.  3.  a : The  original  Roman  calendar  began  in  March,  and  October 
was  the  eighth  month  of  the  year ; b.  novem  - nine ; decern  - ten. 

Ex.  4.  a:  Be  sure  pupils  spell  all  the  subjects  correctly.  Arithmetic, 
reading,  writing,  spelling,  language,  social  studies,  science,  health,  art, 
music,  physical  education,  etc. ; b.  red  - cerise,  fuchsia ; blue  - sky, 
powder,  turquoise;  green  - lime,  olive,  turquoise. 


FOR  TEACHERS  ONLY 


Different  pronunciations  for  the  same  spelling  of  a word  are 
related  to  context.  The  word  minute  is  pronounced  differently 
when  it  is  a noun  naming  a period  of  time,  and  when  it  is  an 
adjective  meaning  very  small.  The  word  address  may  be  either  a 
noun  or  a verb ; in  the  former  the  accent  is  sometimes  on  the  first 
syllable  and  in  the  latter  it  is  on  the  second  syllable.  Other  words 
with  two  pronunciations  are  separate,  envelope,  contest,  content, 
subject,  desert,  etc. 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  written,  address,  forty,  tries,  laid, 
passed,  hour,  cousin,  arithmetic,  minute,  captain 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  sure,  bought,  October,  several,  half,  off,  colour, 
Saturday 


4.  a.  Write  a question  using  written  and  address. 

b.  Use  address  in  a sentence  showing  a different  meaning  for 
the  word. 

5.  Little  puzzles 

a.  Find  and  write  four  words  all  using  ou  but  having  different 
pronunciations  for  the  combination. 

b.  Find  the  word  which  is  a large  fraction  of  something. 

c.  Find  the  word  which  means  either  very  small  or  a measure- 
ment of  time. 

d.  Find  the  word  which  describes  either  the  most  important 
man  on  a ship,  or  the  head  of  a team. 

e.  Find  the  word  which  is  the  name  of  a metal  and  is  also  a 
piece  of  money. 


STUDY  AND  PRACTISE  THE  WORDS  IN  YOUR  OWN 
SPELLING  LIST. 


Extra  Help 

1.  a.  Write  half.  Circle  the  silent  letter  in  this  word. 

b.  Write  two  words  in  the  list  which  begin  with  silent  letters. 


A 

B 

c&P  c°u$ 

ute  0^ 

for 

dress  \tv  ty 

^ tav* 

Match  the  first  syllables  in  box  A with  the  last  syllables  in  box  B. 
Write  the  words. 

3.  a.  Write  died  and  off.  Write  all  the  words  from  the  list  which 
would  come  between  died  and  off  if  arranged  in  alphabetical 
order. 
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b.  Arrange  in  alphabetical  order  all  the  words  which  begin 
with  s. 

c.  Arrange  in  alphabetical  order  the  words  which  begin  with 
a and  b. 

4.  a.  Write  cousin  after  the  number  of  the  words  which  describe 
a cousin. 

(1)  your  uncle’s  son,  (2)  your  aunt’s  daughter, 

(3)  your  father’s  brother’s  child,  (4)  your  grandmother’s 

son. 

b.  Write  in  words  the  correct  answers  to  these  arithmetic 
questions : 

(1)  Five  is  what  part  of  ten? 

(2)  8x5  = 

(3)  How  long  is  the  period  of  time  from  12.59  to  one 
o’clock? 


5.  Write: 

a.  Two  words  with  the  long  a sound. 

b.  A word  with  the  same  last  syllable  as  mountain. 

c.  The  opposite  of  uncovered. 

d.  The  singular  form  of  companies. 

e.  Two  words  with  different  sounds  for  the  combination  our. 

f.  A word  with  silent  gh. 

6.  Word  games 
What  am  I? 

a.  My  beginning  means  the  opposite  of  stood  and  my  end  is 
24  hours  long. 

b.  My  beginning  is  like  the  beginning  of  trick  and  my  end 
rhymes  with  dies,  but  I am  a good  word  just  the  same. 

c.  I share  ber  with  my  neighbours  September  and  November. 

d.  Chop  off  my  last  three  letters  and  add  n instead.  You’ll 
have  a lucky  number. 
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For  Good  Spellers 

1.  a.  arithmetic  How  many  words  can  you  make  using  the 
letters  in  the  word  arithmetic?  Only  words  contained  in  a 
dictionary  may  be  counted. 

b.  Ten,  twenty,  — finish  counting  by  tens  to  100.  Write  the 
numbers  in  words. 

c.  Copy  these  fractions  and  beside  each  one  write  the  fraction 

in  words:  1/2  1/3  1/4  1/5 

2.  a.  Write  as  many  words  as  you  can  think  of  that  have  to  do 
with  measuring  time.  When  you  have  finished  put  them 
in  order,  smallest  to  largest,  according  to  their  meaning,  e.g. 
second,  minute,  etc. 

b.  several  Six  pupils  had  perfect  marks  on  the  test. 

Several  pupils  had  perfect  marks  on  the  test. 
Six  tells  exactly  how  many  pupils  had  perfect  marks.  Several 
is  a word  which  does  not  tell  exactly  how  many.  Do  you  know 
any  other  words  like  several  which  do  not  tell  the  exact 
quantity?  Some  and  few  are  examples.  Write  two  or  three 
more  words  like  these. 

3.  a.  October  — the  tenth  month  of  the  year  — is  derived  from 
the  Latin  word  octo  meaning  eight.  Look  in  an  encyclopedia 
or  very  large  dictionary  to  find  out  why  the  tenth  month  of 
the  year  should  have  its  name  derived  from  eight. 

b.  Write  November  and  December.  Which  Latin  numbers 
are  they  derived  from? 

4.  a.  Name  all  the  subjects  you  study  in  school. 

b.  Write  red,  blue,  green,  at  the  head  of  three  columns. 

Under  each  write  the  colours  from  this  list  which  are  most 
closely  related  to  red,  blue  or  green : 

cerise,  sky,  powder,  lime,  fuchsia, 
turquoise,  olive. 
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CHRISTMAS  MORNING 


o’clock 

wakened 

middle 

feasts^ 

past 

Christmas  * 

holiday 

except 

woke 

slept 

believe  y 

hang 

decoration 
hung 
chimney 
lamb  s v 


Answer  these  questions  about  the  picture. 
Remember  to  check  your  spelling  carefully. 

1.  a.  What  time  is  it? 

b.  Why  won’t  the  children  go  to  school 
on  this  morning? 

c.  What  holiday  are  they  celebrating? 

d.  What  time  did  the  children  waken  ? 

2.  a.  Write  two  words  from  the  list  that 
are  formed  from  the  root  word  wake. 

b.  Write  a word  made  from  the  root 
word  sleep. 

c.  Write  the  word  which  ends  with  day. 


3.  Write  a word  from  the  list 

a.  which  has  the  same  meaning  as  centre. 

b.  which  means  the  opposite  of  slept. 

c.  which  is  a short  way  of  saying  “of  the  clock”. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  13 


Introducing  the  Unit 

It  would  be  a good  idea  if  this  unit  were  to  be  taught  at  the  appro- 
priate time  of  the  year,  regardless  of  the  time  it  appears  in  the  natural 
sequence  of  units. 

The  words  of  this  unit  have  been  grouped  according  to  a topic  of 
interest.  Three  words  in  the  list  appear  among  those  words  most  com- 
monly misspelled,  but  all  need  to  be  taught  with  care.  You  might  use 
the  picture  in  the  text  to  motivate  a discussion  about  the  theme.  The 
pupils  could  then  use  the  words  orally  in  interesting,  meaningful 
sentences.  List  the  words  on  the  chalkboard  as  they  are  introduced  in 
this  oral  discussion. 

Teaching  the  Words 

As  the  words  are  introduced,  group  them  as  “doing”  words,  “name” 
words,  and  “other”  words.  From  previous  work,  pupils  will  recognize 
that  wakened,  woke,  and  slept  are  “doing”  words  that  happened 
“yesterday”,  but  that  feast,  believe,  and  hang  are  happening  “today”. 
Note  that  wakened  and  woke  are  from  the  same  root  word,  wake.  Point 
out  that  one  e in  sleep  is  dropped  when  the  t is  added.  Circle  the  ie  for 
the  long  e sound  in  believe,  as  in  chief. 

To  promote  growth  of  spelling  skills,  discuss,  according  to  the  ability 
of  the  class  to  absorb,  other  words  like  wake,  woke,  where  the  change 
of  tense  is  indicated  by  the  change  in  the  internal  vowel  - take,  took ; 
give,  gave;  rise,  rose;  fall,  fell,  and  so  on. 

“Name”  words  included  in  the  list  are  middle,  feast,  Christmas,  holi- 
day, o'clock,  and  sometimes  past,  when  it  refers  to  a previous  time. 
Underline  the  double  d and  le  ending  of  middle.  Divide  middle  into 
syllables.  Show  pupils  that  the  division  comes  through  the  double  con- 
sonant - mid\dle.  Circle  the  ea  combination  for  the  long  e sound  in 
feast.  Show  the  pupils  that  both  Christmas  and  holiday  are  compound 
words  - Christ  and  mass  are  joined  to  make  Christmas,  with  one  s of 
mass  dropped;  the  i has  become  short.  Holiday,  from  holy  day,  has  y 
changed  to  i,  and  the  long  o has  become  short.  O'clock  is  a contraction 
of  of  the  clock. 

Remind  pupils  that  a contraction  is  a word  with  some  letters  omitted 
and  with  an  apostrophe  used  in  their  place. 

“Other”  words,  i.e.,  words  in  the  list  that  are  not  “doing”  words  or 
“name”  words,  would  include  past  and  except.  Emphasize  the  fact  that 
the  word  past  is  never  used  as  a “doing”  word.  Do  not  refer  to  pass  and 
passed  taken  earlier,  as  this  tends  to  confuse  the  poor  spellers.  Except 
should  be  taught  in  context,  e.g.,  everyone  except  Mary,  every  day 
except  Tuesday,  etc.  In  this  way  pupils  realize  that  except  means 
other  than.  Divide  except  into  syllables  - ex\ cept  - and  note  that  both 
x and  c help  to  make  the  s sound  in  the  word. 


Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  five  o’clock;  b.  holiday;  c.  Christmas  Day;  d.  before  five 
o’clock. 

Ex.  2.  a:  wakened,  woke;  b.  slept;  c.  holiday. 

Ex.  3.  a:  middle;  b.  wakened;  c.  o’clock. 

Ex.  4.  a:  (1)  eight  o’clock;  (2)  half  past  twelve  or  twelve-thirty; 
(3)  a quarter  after  six  or  six-fifteen;  b.  nine  o’clock;  c.  after  four 
o’clock. 

Ex.  5.  a:  woke,  hung;  b.  hanger,  hanging;  c.  except,  slept; 
d.  meddle,  muddle ; e.g.,  Don’t  meddle  in  his  business,  e.  past,  feast. 

Ex.  6 : Accept  pupils’  opinions. 

Ex.  7:  This  exercise  is  included  to  encourage  creative  writing  and 
individual  thought.  Motivate  the  pupils  to  express  their  own  views  of 
the  festival,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  celebrated.  Write  on  the 
chalkboard  words  the  children  ask  to  have  spelled  for  them,  so  that 
spelling  does  not  become  an  inhibiting  factor  in  writing. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

Dictate  the  words  in  context,  have  pupils  check  their  own  work,  but 
re-check  it  yourself  to  be  sure  no  errors  are  missed.  Note  words  mis- 
spelled by  more  than  one  pupil,  and  teach  to  eliminate  these  errors. 

Devise  a new  method  for  re-teaching,  e.g.,  note  the  different  spelling 
for  the  long  e sound  in  believe  and  feast.  Underline  ch  in  Christmas, 
and  have  pupils  tell  you  that  the  c is  hard  and  the  h is  silent.  One  or 
two  good  pupils  in  the  class  may  be  able  to  supply  other  words  in  which 
ch  has  the  sound  of  k - ache,  chorus,  character,  etc. 

O’clock,  feast,  past,  except,  slept,  and  hang  all  end  in  consonant 
blends. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Write  from  the  list,  the  words 

© that  end  in  silent  e ; (middle,  woke,  believe) 

® that  have  the  consonant  blend  st ; (feast,  past,  Christmas) 

• whose  first  letters  spell  the  word  SHOP,  (slept,  hang  or  holi- 
day, o’clock,  past) 

2.  What  Word  Am  I? 

® My  last  four  letters  are  the  opposite  of  west,  (feast  - east) 

• My  last  three  letters  are  the  night  before  a feast  day  such  as 
Christmas,  (believe  - eve) 

® My  last  four  letters  need  a key  to  open,  (o’clock  - lock) 

© My  root  word  rhymes  with  take,  (woke  or  wakened  - wake) 

3.  • “I  expect  they  will  all  come  but  my  cousin.”  Substitute  a word 

from  the  list  for  the  underlined  word  in  this  sentence,  (except) 

• Write  the  word  from  the  list  that  ends  in  the  same  three  letters 
as  except,  (slept) 

4.  • Write  as  many  words  as  you  can  by  changing  the  first  letter 

of  each  of  the  following:  past,  hang,  feast,  woke,  (cast,  fast, 


last,  mast,  etc.;  bang,  fang,  gang,  rang,  sang,  etc.;  beast,  least, 
yeast,  etc.;  coke,  joke,  poke,  yoke,  etc.) 

• Write  words  in  the  list  that  rhyme  with  joke,  riddle,  leave, 
stock,  (woke,  middle,  believe,  o’clock) 

5.  Write  sentences  to  answer  these  questions : 

• What  holiday  comes  in  December?  (Christmas) 

• What  time  of  night  is  midnight?  (twelve  o’clock) 

• What  did  you  do  after  you  went  to  bed  last  night?  (slept, 
woke,  or  wakened) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  Answer  each  of  these  questions  using  one  of  the  Extra  Words  in 

each  sentence. 

© What  is  Santa  supposed  to  come  down?  (chimney) 

• What  is  hung  on  a Christmas  tree?  (decoration (s)  ) 

• What  do  you  call  a baby  sheep?  (lamb) 

• Where  did  the  stockings  hang?  (hung,  chimney) 

2.  • Write  decoration.  List  four  decorations  that  are  used  at  Christ- 

mas time,  (coloured  lights,  Christmas  trees,  stockings,  wreaths, 
candles,  etc.) 

• Write  hung.  Write  the  root  word  from  the  list.  Write  four 
things  that  might  be  found  hung  in  your  home,  (hang; 
pictures,  clock,  mirrors,  shelves,  etc.) 

• Write  chimney.  Divide  it  into  syllables.  Use  chimney  in  a 
sentence  to  explain  why  stockings  are  hung  by  the  fireplace  on 
Christmas  eve.  (chim|ney;  accept  reasonable  explanations) 

• Write  lamb.  Circle  the  silent  letter.  Replace  the  l with  j and 
use  your  dictionary  to  find  the  meaning  of  the  new  word. 
(lam(b)  ; jamb  - the  upright  piece  at  the  side  of  a doorway) 

3.  • A person’s  first  name  is  often  called  his  Christian  name.  Write 

a boy’s  Christian  name  and  a girl’s  Christian  name  that  begin 
with  Christ.  (Christopher,  Christian,  Christine) 

• Look  in  your  dictionary  to  find  a word  beginning  with  ex  that 
means:  (a)  a test;  (b)  to  dig;  (c)  very  good;  (d)  to  trade; 
(e)  to  pardon  or  forgive;  (f)  a set  of  questions  in  one  of  your 
textbooks;  (g)  a traveller  in  a newly  discovered  land.  Write 
the  words,  (examination;  excavate;  excellent;  exchange;  ex- 
cuse; exercise;  explorer) 

4.  • Join  the  prefix  mid  to  each  of  the  following  words  and  check 

the  meaning  of  each  in  the  dictionary : day,  night,  winter,  sum- 
mer, year,  west,  ship,  land,  (at  the  halfway  point  in  each) 

• Many  clocks  have  bells  or  chimes  to  sound  the  hour.  Look  in  a 
big  dictionary  to  find  the  derivation  of  the  word  clock.  (Anglo- 
Saxon,  clucga  - a bell,  and  so  a machine  for  measuring  time 
which  marked  the  hours  by  strokes  of  a hammer  on  a bell  was 
called  a clock) 

5.  • A baby  sheep  is  called  a lamb.  What  do  you  call  a baby  of  each 

of  the  following:  a horse,  a cow,  a duck,  a goose,  a bear? 
(foal  or  colt,  calf,  duckling,  gosling,  cub) 


® Name  four  holidays  other  than  Christmas  and  tell  in  which 
month  each  occurs.  (New  Year’s  Day  - January,  Easter  - 
March  or  April,  Victoria  Day  - May,  Dominion  Day  - July, 
Thanksgiving  Day  - October,  etc.) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  believe 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  EARLIER  BOOKS:  o’clock  (3),  Christmas  (2) 


b.  What  time  does  school  begin  in  the  morning? 

c.  What  time  do  you  reach  home  after  school? 

5.  a.  Write  woke  and  hang.  Make  new  words  by  changing  the 
vowels  in  these  words. 

b.  Make  new  words  by  adding  er  and  ing  to  hang. 

c.  Write  the  two  words  which  rhyme. 

d.  Write  middle.  Make  two  new  words  by  changing  the 
vowel.  Use  one  of  these  words  in  a sentence  which  gives  an 
order. 

e.  Which  two  words  end  in  st? 


6.  Answer  these  questions,  I believe  this  or  I do  not  believe  this. 

a.  All  children  are  good  spellers. 

b.  Reading  is  interesting. 

c.  There  are  human  beings  on  the  moon. 

7.  Pretend  you  are  the  girl  or  boy  in  the  picture.  Write  a story 
about  Christmas  morning  in  your  home  or  any  other  exciting  day 
in  the  year.  Be  sure  to  tell  how  you  feel  about  the  special  events 
of  the  day. 


Remember  to  proof-read  your  story. 


35 


14 


USING  THE  APOSTROPHE 


The  dog  cannot  climb  the  tree. 
The  dog  can’t  climb  the  tree. 


don’t  cannot  all  right 

didn’t  break  climb 

won’t  right  busy 


In  talking,  we  sometimes  make  one  word  out  of  two  to  make 
a shorter  form.  To  do  this  we  leave  out  the  sound  of  some  of  the 
letters.  These  words  are  called  contractions. 

When  we  write  contractions  we  use  an  apostrophe  (’)  in  place 
of  the  missing  letter  or  letters. 

Study  the  following: 


cannot 

is  not 

it  is 

did  not 

can’t 

isn’t 

it’s 

didn’t 

1.  a.  Write  the  contractions  for  will  not  and  do  not. 

Remember  to  put  the  apostrophe  where  needed. 

b.  Write  these  sentences  using  contractions  in  place  of  the 
words  in  bold  type. 

(1)  He  did  not  finish  painting  the  wall. 

(2)  It  is  time  to  begin  the  lesson. 

(3)  That  story  is  not  true. 

(4)  The  baby  cannot  reach  the  cookies. 

2.  Write  these  sentences  using  a contraction  to  give  them  the 
opposite  meaning: 

a.  It  is  going  to  rain.  c.  You  can  do  that  question. 

b.  The  race  is  finished.  d.  He  did  shut  the  door. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  14 


Teaching  the  Words 

Since  this  unit  contains  two  distinctly  different  groups  of  words, 
separate  lessons  are  recommended.  In  the  first  lesson,  review  the  use 
of  the  apostrophe  to  replace  a missing  letter  or  letters  in  a contraction. 
In  the  second  lesson,  teach  the  spelling  of  the  other  words  in  the  third 
and  fourth  columns. 

Emphasize  the  proper  use  of  the  word  it’s  by  using  it  in  context  as 
a contraction  for  it  is.  Guessing  games  may  be  used  to  provide  practice 
in  using  it’s;  e.g.,  “I  am  thinking  of  a number  (colour,  person,  etc.).” 
“Is  it  twelve?”  “No,  it’s  not  twelve.”  “Is  it  nine?”  “Yes,  it’s  nine.” 

The  five  other  contractions  are  of  negative  forms.  Isn’t,  don’t,  and 
didn’t  have  the  o of  not  omitted.  In  can’t,  the  no  of  not  is  omitted;  in 
won’t  the  original  form  of  will  not  is  changed  considerably. 

Have  pupils  use  words  of  the  second  group  in  context  and  list  them 
on  the  chalkboard.  Note  that  cannot  is  a compound  word  with  no  letters 
changed  or  omitted.  Right,  from  Book  3,  has  long  i and  silent  gh  as  in 
night.  All  right  is  made  up  of  two  separate  words.  The  form  alright 
is  often  used,  through  confusion  with  the  spellings  of  already  and 
always.  Break  has  ea  with  the  long  a sound  as  in  great.  Busy  has  the 
short  i sound  for  u,  and  the  s is  pronounced  like  z.  Note  the  long  i in 
climb,  and  circle  the  silent  b,  as  in  lamb. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  won’t,  don’t;  b.  (1)  didn’t,  (2)  it’s,  (3)  isn’t,  (4)  can’t. 
Ex.  2.  a:  isn’t;  b.  isn’t;  c.  can’t;  d.  didn’t. 

Ex.  3.  a:  it’s  or  isn’t;  b.  didn’t;  c.  can’t;  d.  won’t. 

Ex.  4.  a:  busy;  b.  all  right;  c.  right;  d.  break;  e.  climb. 

Ex.  5.  b:  is  right;  c.  isn’t  right. 

Ex.  6.  a,  b:  busy;  c.  not  busy. 

Ex.  7 : e,  a,  d,  b,  c. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Write  answers  to  these  questions  using  a contraction  from  the  list 
in  each  sentence. 

• Did  the  cat  chase  the  dog?  (didn’t) 

• Do  dogs  climb  trees?  (don’t) 

• Is  the  cat  barking?  (isn’t) 

2.  Join  fast  to  a word  in  the  list  to  make  the  name  of  a meal  you  have 
every  day.  (breakfast) 

3.  • Write  the  word  that  begins  with  br.  (break) 

• Write  the  word  that  ends  with  a silent  letter.  Circle  the  silent 
letter.  Add  ing  and  ed  to  this  word.  (clim(B)  ; climbing, 
climbed) 

• Write  all  right  after  the  numbers  of  those  things  to  which  you 
agree:  (a)  Shall  we  go  skating  tonight?  (b)  Will  you  open 
the  window?  (c)  Will  you  leave  your  shoes  at  the  door? 
(d)  Would  you  like  a piece  of  candy?  (Accept  pupils’  answers.) 


4.  • Write  the  contractions  for  do  not,  is  not,  cannot,  it  is.  (don’t, 

isn’t,  can’t,  it’s) 

• Write  the  words  that  mean  correct,  yes  or  fine,  smash,  not  able. 
(right,  all  right,  break,  cannot) 

• From  the  list  write  the  opposites  of  mend,  go  down,  idle,  will. 
(break,  climb,  busy,  won’t) 

5.  Write  words  from  the  list  to  tell 

® what  monkeys  can  do;  (climb) 

• what  sometimes  happens  to  dishes  when  you  are  drying  them; 
(break) 

• the  signal  you  hear  when  the  telephone  number  you  dial  is  in 
use.  (busy) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  The  prefix  con  at  the  beginning  of  a word  often  means  together.  A 
contraction  is  the  drawing  together  of  a word.  Use  a dictionary  to 
help  you  write  sentences  using  these  words:  convention,  congre- 
gation, conversation,  connection,  (members  or  delegates  gathered 
together  for  a meeting ; a group  of  persons  gathered  together  for  a 
special  purpose;  a friendly  chat;  a union  or  a joining  together) 

2.  Explain  the  meaning  of  the  word  right  in  each  of  the  following: 

• Motorists  have  the  right  to  move  on  a green  light,  (lawful 
authority) 

® In  Canada  automobiles  are  driven  on  the  right  side  of  the 
road,  (right-hand  side) 

• The  right  answer  is  on  the  chalkboard,  (correct) 

3.  © Write  contractions  for  have  not,  does  not,  could  not,  has  not, 

would  have,  (haven’t,  doesn’t,  couldn’t,  hasn’t,  would’ve) 

• Write  at  least  three  other  contractions.  (I’ll,  we’ll,  I’m,  you’re, 
he’s,  etc.) 

• Write  three  words  other  than  climb  that  end  in  silent  b.  (comb, 
lamb,  limb,  etc.) 

4.  © Write  two  words  like  break  that  have  ea  with  the  long  a 

sound,  (great,  steak,  etc.) 

• Write  examples  of  words  with  ea  having  at  least  two  other 
sounds,  (death,  bread;  meat,  seam;  heard;  etc.) 

© Write  examples,  not  ending  in  t,  in  which  igh  has  the  long  i 
sound,  (high,  sigh,  brighten,  etc.) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  it’s,  won’t,  break,  all  right,  busy 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3 : can’t,  isn’t,  don’t,  didn’t,  cannot,  right 


3.  Answer  these  questions  using  one  of  the  contractions  and  the 
word  in  bold  type  in  every  answer: 

a.  Is  it  all  right  to  go  to  the  movies  tonight? 

b.  Did  you  have  all  the  arithmetic  right  this  morning? 

c.  Can  you  climb  a mountain  alone? 

d.  Will  you  be  at  home  at  10  o’clock  this  morning? 

4.  Find  and  write 

a.  the  word  in  which  u is  pronounced  short  i, 

b.  two  words  which  are  used  as  one, 

c.  the  opposite  of  wrong, 

d.  the  word  in  which  ea  is  pronounced  long  a, 

e.  the  word  with  a silent  letter  at  the  end. 

5.  Write  the  letters  a,  b,  c,  in  a column  on  your  paper.  Opposite 
each  indicate  whether  the  statement  is  right  or  isn’t  right;  e.g., 

a.  It  isn’t  right. 

a.  It’s  right  to  cross  the  street  on  a red  light. 

b.  It’s  right  to  read  clearly  and  distinctly. 

c.  It’s  right  to  break  windows. 

6.  Write  the  letters  a,  b,  c,  on  your  paper.  Then  write  busy  or 
not  busy  after  each  letter: 

a.  man  washing  windows,  b.  mother  sweeping  the  floor, 

c.  baby  sleeping  in  a crib. 

7.  Write  the  words  in  the  first  column.  After  each  write  the 
letter  of  the  meaning  which  comes  closest  to  being  correct.  There 
are  more  meanings  than  words. 


busy 

a. 

are  not  able  to 

can’t 

b. 

very  well 

climb 

c. 

smash 

all  right 

d. 

go  up 

break 

e. 

f. 

occupied 
will  not 
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COMPOUND  WORDS 

Many  English  words  were  once  made  up  of  two  or  more  separate 
and  distinct  words.  These  are  called  compound  words.  Some  of 
them  are  in  this  list : 


body 

everybody 

handkerchiefs 

holiday 

someone 

myself 

good-bye 

maybe 

Tuesday 

instead 

always 

already 

ourselves 

Sometimes  the  words  have  been  combined  without  any  change 
in  spelling.  Sometimes  the  spelling  has  changed  a little  to  suit 
the  sound  of  the  words  when  they  were  spoken  as  one  word. 

1.  a.  Write  three  compound  words  in  which  the  spelling  has  not 
changed  from  the  time  when  the  parts  were  separate. 

b.  Write  two  words  from  the  list  where  the  first  part  of  the 
compound  has  changed  by  losing  a letter.  Circle  the  first  part 
of  each  word  and  underline  the  second  part. 

2.  a.  Write  handkerchiefs. 

Handkerchiefs  is  made  up  of  three  separate  words.  The  ker 
part  long  ago  meant  cover,  and  chief  still  means  head,  although 
in  a slightly  different  way  from  the  meaning  of  chief  in 
kerchief. 

b.  Write  a meaning  for  kerchief,  remembering  what  ker  and 
chief  used  to  mean. 

c.  Write  handkerchiefs  again.  This  time  circle  the  first  word 
you  see  in  it,  underline  the  second  word,  and  draw  a square 
around  the  third  word. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  15 


Teaching  the  Words 

Have  the  pupils  divide  the  words  into  two  groups  - those  combined 
without  a change  in  spelling:  instead,  everybody,  someone,  maybe, 
myself,  handkerchiefs',  and  those  in  which  there  is  a change  of  spell- 
ing: holiday,  good-bye,  always,  already,  Tuesday.  List  the  words  in 
these  two  groups  on  the  chalkboard,  and  have  pupils  add  more  examples 
to  both  lists. 

In  the  list  of  unchanged  words,  emphasize  the  difficult  parts  or 
combinations.  Underline  the  ea  combination  for  the  short  e sound  in 
instead,  as  in  bread  and  ready.  Mark  for  particular  emphasis  the  er  in 
everybody,  and  the  silent  e preceding  the  o in  someone.  Note  the  k for 
the  hard  c sound  in  handkerchiefs,  and  underline  the  ie  combination 
pronounced  short  i.  Relate  body  to  everybody  and  have  pupils  list 
related  compound  words  such  as  nobody,  somebody,  anybody,  etc. 

In  the  list  of  changed  words,  note  that  holy  day  became  holiday 
when  y changed  to  i;  always  and  already  drop  one  l when  all  is  joined 
to  ways  and  ready.  Already  has  the  same  short  e sound  for  ea  as  in 
instead.  Note  the  ue  in  Tuesday,  which  follows  the  rule  of  the  first 
vowel  long  and  the  second  one  silent.  Tuesday  was  derived  from  Tiw, 
the  Teutonic  god  of  battle,  and  day. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  instead,  everybody,  someone,  maybe,  handkerchiefs; 
b.  (al)  ways,  (aj)  ready. 

Ex.  2.  b : a piece  of  cloth  used  to  cover  the  head ; c.  (hand)  ker  jchiefsf . 

Ex.  3.  a:  good-bye;  b.  good-night. 

Ex.  4.  a:  somebody,  everyone;  b.  anyone,  anybody;  c.  may,  be; 
perhaps;  d.  instead,  homestead;  e.  somebody,  nobody. 

Ex.  5.  a:  y to  i;  b.  holy  day  - a religious  anniversary;  holiday  - a 
day  or  days  free  from  labour  or  a day  for  joy  and  gaiety. 

Ex.  6:  Tuesday. 

Ex.  7.  a : myself ; b.  yourself,  himself,  herself ; c.  Accept  reason- 
able answers. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

Dictate  and  re-teach  according  to  the  procedures  outlined  in  earlier 
units. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Write  compound  words  by  joining  a word  from  column  A with  a 
word  from  column  B: 


A 

B 

may 

self 

my 

body 

some 

be 

every 

one 

(maybe,  myself,  somebody,  everyone) 


2.  Write  always  after  the  numbers  of  those  things  that  you  always 
do: 

(1)  brush  my  teeth;  (2)  eat  meat  every  day;  (3)  go  to  bed  at 
eleven  o’clock. 

3.  Write  holiday  after  the  numbers  that  stand  for  holidays: 

(1)  Christmas;  (2)  Thanksgiving ; (3)  Mondays;  (4)  July  1. 
(1,  2,  4) 

4.  Write  body  after  the  numbers  that  stand  for  things  that  have 
bodies : 

(1)  automobile;  (2)  dog;  (3)  table;  (4)  sheep.  (1,  2,  4) 

5.  Write  myself  after  the  numbers  of  those  things  that  you  can  do 
without  help  from  anyone : 

(1)  wash  face;  (2)  read  a book;  (3)  move  a chesterfield;  (4)  tie 
a knot.  (1,  2,  4) 

6.  Who  Am  I? 

• My  first  part  is  the  name  of  a month,  (maybe  - May) 

• I am  something  everyone  enjoys,  (holiday) 

® Sometimes  people  say  me  with  a wave  of  the  hand,  (good-bye) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  Write  ourselves.  Write  other  words  ending  in  self  or  selves,  (my- 
self, yourself,  himself,  herself,  yourselves,  themselves,  etc.) 

2.  Write  as  many  words  as  you  can  find  in  a dictionary  that  begin 
with  some,  every,  and  any.  (somebody,  somehow,  someone,  some- 
thing, sometime,  etc.;  everybody,  everyday,  everyone,  everything, 
everywhere,  etc.;  anybody,  anyhow,  anyone,  anything,  anyway, 
anywhere,  etc.) 

3.  Write  the  day,  month,  and  year  of  the  following  holidays  in  this 
school  year:  Remembrance  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day,  Christmas, 
Easter,  Commonwealth  Day.  (Check  a calendar  for  exact  dates.) 

4.  • Write  two  other  words  that  are  hyphenated,  like  good-bye. 

(half-hearted,  whole-wheat,  brand-new,  etc.) 

• Look  in  your  dictionary  to  find  for  whom  Tuesday  was  named. 
(The  Teutonic  god  of  battle,  Tiw;  comparable  with  the  Roman 
god  of  war,  Mars,  for  whom  the  French  word  for  Tuesday, 
mardi,  was  named.) 

5.  • Write  three  words  other  than  instead  that  contain  the  word 

stead,  (homestead,  steady,  steadfast,  bedstead,  etc.) 

• Write  four  other  compound  words  beginning  with  al  as  in 
always  and  already,  (almost,  also,  although,  altogether,  etc.) 

® Write  two  compound  words  other  than  handkerchief  that  con- 
tain the  word  chief,  (neckerchief,  mischief,  etc.) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  good-bye,  instead,  everybody,  maybe, 
handkerchiefs,  already 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  always,  Tuesday 


3.  a.  Write  good-bye.  Remember  the  hyphen.  Good-bye  is  really 
a shortened  form  of  God  be  wi’  you  or  God  be  wi’  ye.  Write 
good-bye  again. 

b.  If  you  are  saying  good-bye  in  the  late  evening,  what  might 
you  say  instead  ? Remember  the  hyphen  again. 

4.  a.  Write  someone  and  everybody.  Exchange  the  last  syllables 
of  these  words  to  make  two  more  compound  words. 

b.  Make  new  words  by  using  any  instead  of  the  first  part 
of  each  of  these  two  words. 

c.  Write  maybe.  What  are  the  two  parts  of  the  compound 
word?  Write  another  word  which  means  the  same  as  maybe 
but  begins  with  p and  ends  with  s. 

d.  Write  the  compound  word  which  begins  with  in.  Make  a 
new  word  by  writing  home  instead  of  in. 

e.  Write  body.  Make  new  compound  words  by  using  body 
with  some  and  no. 


5.  a.  Holiday  is  a compound  word  in  which  a small  change  has 
been  made  from  the  original  pair  of  words.  Which  letter  was 
changed? 

b.  Use  holy  day  and  holiday  to  show  the  difference  in 
meaning  between  them  now. 

6.  Write  Tuesday.  Underline  the  first  four  letters,  and  be  sure 
that  you  have  written  them  in  the  correct  order.  Write 
Tuesday  again. 

7.  a.  Write  myself.  Underline  the  first  part  of  the  compound 
word. 

b.  Make  words  by  substituting  your,  him,  and  her  for  my. 

c.  Pretend  you  are  Superman.  In  a line  or  two  tell  about 
something  you  did  all  by  yourself.  Use  myself  in  your  sentence. 
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COME  TO  THE  PARTY 


sincerely 

where 

even 

able 

truly 

invite 

early 

evening 

which 

while 

prize 

win 

sack 

costume 

sunny 

1.  a.  Write  all  the  words  which  begin  with  wh. 

b.  Write  two  questions  about  a birthday  party,  one  beginning 
with  which  and  the  other  with  where. 

c.  Answer  the  two  questions,  using  the  words  prize,  win,  and 
able  in  your  answers. 

2.  a.  Write  early.  Read  this:  John  came  early.  Now  write  a 
form  of  early  which  tells  that  Jim  came  before  John.  Be 
careful  to  remember  what  happens  to  y when  you  add  an 
ending  to  early. 

b.  Write  while.  Make  a new  word  by  changing  the  middle 
vowel  to  a. 

c.  Write  sack.  Make  new  words  by  changing  the  vowel  to  i 
and  then  to  o. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  16 


Introducing  the  Unit 

The  illustration  in  the  text  should  serve  to  motivate  a short  dis- 
cussion on  planning-  a party.  Have  pupils  suggest  what  is  involved  in 
planning  a party ; e.g.,  invitations,  decorations,  games  and  prizes,  food, 
notes  of  thanks,  etc.  List  words  from  the  list  as  they  occur  in  the  dis- 
cussion, and  be  sure  pupils  can  pronounce  each  word  and  use  it  correctly 
in  context. 

Teaching  the  Words 

Teach  the  words  by  grouping  them  for  structural  similarities 
wherever  possible.  Which,  while,  and  ivhere  all  begin  with  wh.  Note  the 
silent  e in  while  which  indicates  that  the  i is  long.  Relate  where  to 
there. 

Sincerely,  truly,  and  early  all  end  in  ly,  and  tell  how  or  when  some- 
thing is  done.  The  root  word  sincere  remains  the  same  when  ly  is 
added.  In  truly,  the  e of  the  root  true  is  dropped  when  ly  is  added.  In 
early,  ea  has  the  sound  of  e as  affected  by  r,  as  in  Ernest. 

Relate  even  and  evening,  and  note  that  even  is  often  used  to  mean 
evening  in  poems  and  stories.  Syllabicate  evening  - eve\ ning  - and  point 
out  that  as  a “name”  word  it  is  a two-syllable  word.  Even  also  is  used 
as  a “describing”  word  meaning  level  or  equal,  or  to  refer  to  a set  of 
numbers. 

Draw  attention  to  the  z in  prize.  The  effect  of  the  silent  e upon  the 
preceding  vowel  in  prize,  able,  and  invite  should  also  be  stressed.  Note 
the  ck  ending  of  sack,  as  in  track  and  lock,  taken  earlier. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  which,  where,  while;  b,  c.  Accept  reasonable  answers. 

Ex.  2.  a:  Jim  came  earlier;  b.  whale;  c.  sick,  sock. 

Ex.  3.  a:  invite,  able,  prize;  makes  the  preceding  vowel  long; 
b.  true;  the  e was  dropped. 

Ex.  4.  a:  early,  evening,  win,  able;  b.  invitation;  c.  invite  is  a 
“doing”  word;  invitation  is  a “name”  word. 

Ex.  5.  a:  sincerely,  truly. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

Dictate  the  words  in  context  and  check  the  pupils’  marking  of  the 
dictation.  Note  the  places  where  spelling  difficulties  occur.  Re-teach  to 
eliminate  these.  Review  again  that,  when  ly  is  added,  the  silent  e 
remains  on  sincere  but  is  dropped  from  true.  Trace  the  z in  prize  and 
the  ck  in  sack  with  coloured  chalk  to  emphasize  these  difficult  parts. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  the  words  ending  in  ly  in  syllables,  and  after  each  write 

the  whole  word.  (sin|cere|ly,  tru[ly,  earjly) 


® Write  the  two-syllable  word  whose  last  syllable  rhymes  with 
bite.  Write  the  word  first  in  syllables  and  then  as  a whole  word. 
(in|vite) 

2.  ® With  what  words  might  you  close  a friendly  letter?  (Yours 

sincerely) 

® What  words  might  you  use  to  close  a business  letter?  (Yours 
truly) 

© Would  you  win  or  lose  a game  in  which  you  scored  7 and  the 
other  team  5?  (win) 

® What  word  describes  these  numbers:  2,  4,  6,  8,  10?  (even) 

@ At  what  time  of  day  does  the  sun  set?  (evening) 

3.  © Write  questions  beginning  with  which  and  where. 

© Answer  the  following  questions  using  the  word  while  in  each 
sentence : 

(a)  When  did  you  finish  the  spelling  exercises?  (e.g.,  I 
finished  them  while  you  were  doing  your  arithmetic,  etc.) 

(b)  When  did  you  read  the  book?  (e.g.,  I read  it  while  I was 
travelling  on  the  bus.) 

4.  Which  words  from  the  list  mean  the  same  as 

® bag?  (sack)  • gain?  (win) 

® honestly?  (truly)  • capable?  (able) 

• reward?  (prize) 

5.  Write  evening.  Underline  the  second  e.  What  word  is  left  when  ing 
is  dropped?  (even) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  costume.  The  word  costume  means  a particular  style 

of  dress  of  a people.  After  each  item  of  costume  write  the 
nationality  of  the  person  who  wears  it  or  used  to  wear  it. 
E.g.,  turban  - Indian. 

(a)  kilt  (Scotsman)  (c)  toga  (Roman) 

(b)  sombrero  (Mexican)  (d)  parka  (Eskimo) 

© Write  sunny.  Write  the  root  word.  Explain  why  the  n is  doubled 
when  y is  added,  (sun ; to  keep  the  u short) 

2.  ® Morning  and  evening  are  words  used  to  mean  a time  of  day. 

Make  a list  of  other  words  that  also  refer  to  a time  of  day. 
(afternoon,  dawn,  dusk,  twilight,  noon,  midnight,  daybreak, 
sundown,  sunrise,  etc.) 

® Sunny  is  used  to  describe  weather.  What  other  words  are  often 
used  in  writing  weather  forecasts?  (cloudy,  windy,  thunder 
showers,  snow,  etc.) 

3.  Write  five-letter  words  beginning  with  wh  that  mean : 

© a large  sea  animal ; (whale) 

© a kind  of  grain ; (wheat) 

® this  note  in  music  «s>  ; (whole) 

• a dock  for  ships ; (wharf) 

@ a whimper,  (whine) 


4.  Write  rhymes  for  prize  each  of  which  have  the  rhyming  part 
spelled  differently,  (eyes,  cries,  dyes,  sighs,  surprise,  analyse  or 
analyze,  etc.) 

5.  • List  four  different  kinds  of  articles  that  are  often  sold  in 

sacks,  (potatoes,  onions,  flour,  sugar,  fertilizer,  etc.) 

• Describe  in  a few  sentences  a fancy-dress  costume  that  you 
wore  or  would  like  to  wear  on  some  occasion. 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  sincerely 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  truly,  which,  where,  while,  early 


3.  a.  List  the  words  which  begin  with  i,  a and  p and  which 
end  in  silent  e.  What  is  the  effect  of  the  silent  e on  the  other 
vowel  in  each  word? 

b.  Write  truly.  From  what  root  word  is  it  formed?  What 
happened  to  the  root  word  in  making  the  change  ? 

4.  a.  Write  these  words  and  beside  each  write  a word  that  is 
opposite  in  meaning:  late,  morning,  lose,  unable. 

b.  Write  the  word  invite.  Drop  the  silent  e and  add  the  end- 
ing ation. 

c.  Use  invite  and  invitation  in  a sentence,  or  two  sentences, 
to  show  that  you  know  how  to  use  them. 

5.  a.  Write  two  words  from  the  list  which  are  often  used  with 
Yours  in  the  closing  of  a letter. 

b.  Write  the  word  prize.  The  z in  this  word  is  unusual.  Draw 
a box  around  it  to  help  you  remember  it. 

6.  Write  a short  letter  of  thanks  to  a friend  for  inviting  you  to 
his  birthday  party.  Tell  him  how  much  fun  it  was  to  win  the  prize 
for  some  game  you  played.  Sign  your  note,  “Yours  sincerely,”. 


An  Interesting  Word  Story 


The  word  sincere  is  derived  from 
a Latin  word,  sincerus,  which  means 
without  wax. 


Long  ago,  wealthy  Roman  people 
liked  to  ornament  their  homes  with 
stone  statues. 


Sometimes  a dishonest  sculptor  would  use  wax  to  cover  a mis- 
take he  had  made  in  carving  his  statue.  Later  the  sun  would  melt 
the  wax  and  spoil  the  statue.  The  Roman  people  learned  to  make 
sure  that  the  statues  they  bought  were  sincerus  — without  wax. 
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17 


GOOD  WORDS  FOR  BUILDING 


The  words  in  this  list  are  grouped  together  here  because  they 
are  all  good  word-foundations.  By  building  on  them  you  can  make 
many  new  and  related  words. 

Look  at  real.  Add  un  — a prefix  — to  the  beginning  and  you 
have  unreal.  Add  ity  to  the  end  and  you  have  made  reality.  Both 
un  and  ity  added  produce  unreality. 


fill 

sell 

real 

pay 

mind 

wrote 

ready 

easy 

written 

sold 

tied 

heard 

wise 

sign 

1.  a.  Write  all  the  words  from  the  list  to  which  you  can  add  un. 
You  should  have  written  seven  words. 

b.  Add  un  to  each  of  these  words.  What  does  the  addition  of 
un  do  to  the  meanings  of  the  words? 

2.  a.  Write  sold  and  tied.  Write  re  in  front  of  each  of  these. 
How  does  re  change  the  meanings  of  the  words  ? 

b.  Sometimes  re  means  again.  Write  fill,  tied,  and  wrote. 
Rewrite  these  words  with  re  in  front  of  them.  Use  one  of  the 
re  words  to  show  its  meaning  of  again. 

3.  a.  Write  pay.  Make  new  words  by  adding  able  and  ment  to 
pay.  Write  an  order  using  either  pay  or  one  of  the  words  made 
from  pay. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  17 


Introducing  the  Unit 

The  title  and  first  paragraph  form  a suitable  introduction  for  this 
unit.  Discuss  some  ways  of  building  new  words  from  root  words; 
e.g.,  prefixes,  suffixes,  compound  words,  etc.  Review  common  prefixes 
and  suffixes  taken  earlier,  e.g.,  ad,  in,  un,  ex,  etc.;  ful,  ed,  er,  ing,  ly, 
ment,  etc. 

Under  the  headings  Root,  Prefix,  and  Suffix  have  pupils  make  as 
many  new  words  as  possible  from  the  root  words  in  the  list.  Begin 
with  the  word  real,  as  shown  in  the  text ; e.g., 


Prefix 

unreal 

refill 


Suffix 

really,  reality 
filled,  filling 


Root 

real 

fill 


Teaching  the  Words 

The  root  words  in  the  list  should  be  grouped  for  other  similarities 
and  differences.  Ask  pupils  which  words  they  would  put  into  the  same 
groups  and  have  them  justify  their  grouping.  Children  should  be  able 
to  see  that  fill  and  sell  form  a “set”  on  several  counts.  Both  have  a 
single  short  vowel ; both  end  in  double  l ; both  begin  with  a single  con- 
sonant. The  brighter  ones  may  be  able  to  see  a relationship  among 
easy,  ready,  and  real.  They  are  all  “describing”  words ; all  contain  ea. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  ready,  sold,  easy,  tied,  real,  written,  heard;  b.  unready, 
unsold,  uneasy,  untied,  unreal,  unwritten,  unheard;  gives  them  oppo- 
site meanings. 

Ex.  2.  a:  resold,  retied;  re  means  again ; b.  refill,  retied,  rewrote. 

Ex.  3.  a:  payable,  payment;  e.g.,  Return  the  payment  by  mail; 
b.  seller;  c..  remind,  reminder;  d.  easy,  ready;  y changed  to  i; 
e.  unheard. 

Ex.  4.  a:  anxious  or  troubled;  b.  sold  = 25,  unsold  = 15;  c.  to  pay 
attention  or  care  for:  the  thoughts  or  opinions;  • d.  re|al  or  real|; 


Ex.  5.  a:  real  - 2,  4;  unreal  - 1,  3;  b.  filled,  filling;  c.  fall,  fell, 
full ; e.g.,  It  is  easy  to  fall  on  ice. 

Re-teaching 

After  each  dictation,  teach  to  overcome  the  errors  made  by  the 
pupils.  Mark  for  special  emphasis  the  long  vowel  sounds  - ay  in  pay 
for  the  long  a sound ; long  o in  sold  and  wrote ; long  i in  mind,  and  ie 
with  the  long  i sound  in  tied;  ea  for  the  long  e sound  in  easy  and  real. 
Circle  the  silent  w in  wrote  and  written.  Have  pupils  box  the  root 
words  tie  in  tied  and  hear  in  heard. 


FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  the  root  word  hear  and  a word  from  the  list  formed 

from  it.  What  change  has  taken  place  in  the  vowel  sound?  Is 
there  any  change  in  the  spelling  of  the  vowel  sound?  (heard; 
long  e in  the  root  became  e as  affected  by  r;  no) 

• Write  tied.  From  what  word  is  tied  formed?  (tie) 

® Write  sold.  Write  the  root  word  from  the  list  from  which  this 
word  comes,  (sell) 

2.  9 Write  two  words  in  the  list  that  begin  with  a silent  letter. 

(wrote,  written) 

® Two  words  in  the  list  have  the  same  first  three  letters.  Write 
these  words,  (real,  ready) 

3.  What  Word  Am  I? 

• Change  my  last  letter  to  t and  I am  opposite  to  west,  (easy  - 
east) 

• My  last  three  letters  are  one  more  than  nine,  (written  - ten) 

• My  letters  in  a different  order  spell  tide,  (tied) 

4.  • Which  words  have  double  letters?  Box  the  double  letters. 

Explain  why  the  double  letters  are  necessary,  (fill,  sell,  written; 
to  keep  the  preceding  vowel  short) 

• Write  mind.  Write  two  other  words  that  end  in  ind  with  the 
same  sound,  (find,  kind,  behind,  etc.) 

5.  • Write  a statement  in  which  pay  and  sold  are  used  to  tell  about 

the  sale  of  a puppy. 

• Write  a question  asking  your  mother  whether  she  paid  the 
milkman  this  morning.  Write  your  mother’s  answer  to  the 
question. 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  sign.  Circle  the  silent  letter. 

• Add  al  and  ature  to  sign  to  form  two  new  words.  Find  the 
meaning  of  each  new  word  in  your  dictionary,  (signal  - a sign 
to  convey  a message  or  command ; signature  - the  name  of  any 
person  written  in  his  own  handwriting.) 

• Write  wise.  Add  a prefix  and  a suffix  to  make  two  new  words, 
(unwise,  wisely,  wisdom,  etc.) 

2.  Easy  begins  with  a long  e sound.  Think  of  other  words  beginning 
with  ea  making  a long  e sound  that  mean 

• a large  bird  of  prey;  (eagle) 

• the  lower  edge  of  a roof ; (eaves) 

• an  artist’s  painting-stand,  (easel) 

Check  your  answers  with  your  dictionary  to  see  if  they  are  correct. 

3.  • Write  wise.  Use  wise  with  owl  in  a common  saying,  (as  wise 

as  an  owl) 

• What  two  words  may  be  used  as  opposites  of  real*!  (unreal, 
imaginary,  fancied) 

• Write  two  words  that  are  opposites  of  easy.  Check  with  your 
dictionary,  (hard,  difficult,  etc.) 


4.  • List  two  or  three  things  that  are  more  correctly  written  by 

hand  than  typewritten,  (an  invitation,  a letter  of  sympathy,  a 
note  of  thanks,  etc.) 

• List  two  or  three  things  that  may  quite  properly  be  type- 
written. (business  letters,  legal  forms,  reports,  speeches,  etc.) 

5.  • In  a sentence  or  two  tell  about  something  you  find  very  easy 

to  do. 

• In  a sentence  or  two  tell  about  something  you  find  hard  to  do. 
Which  do  you  prefer,  the  thing  you  find  easy  or  the  one  you 
find  hard  to  do  ? 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  easy,  real,  written 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  ready,  wrote,  heard 


b.  A person  who  buys  a thing  is  called  a buyer.  What  is  a 
person  who  sells  a thing  called? 

c.  Write  mind.  Make  new  words  by  adding  first  re  and  then 
re  and  er  to  mind. 

d.  Look  at  easily  and  readily.  Write  their  root  words.  What 
happened  to  these  words  when  ly  was  added? 

e.  Write  heard.  Make  a new  word  by  adding  letters  to  the 
beginning  of  heard.  Use  unheard  of  to  describe  something. 

4.  Questions  to  make  you  think 

a.  If  hard  is  the  opposite  of  easy,  what  does  uneasy  mean? 
Use  your  dictionary  to  help. 

b.  Mr.  Black  had  40  bicycles  in  stock.  If  he  sold  25,  how 

many  were  left  unsold?  (Answer  like  this:  sold  = , 

unsold  = .) 

c.  Use  mind  to  show  two  different  meanings. 

d.  Write  real.  How  many  syllables  are  there  in  real?  Check 
the  answer  in  your  dictionary. 

e.  Write  three  other  words  from  the  list  showing  different 
pronunciations  of  ea.  Underline  ea  sounding  long  "e  in  one  of 
these  words.  Circle  ea  sounding  short  e in  another. 


5.  a.  Write  the  numbers  1,  2,  3 and  4 on  your  paper.  Then  tell 
whether  the  following  are  real  or  imaginary,  by  writing  real 
or  unreal  after  each  of  the  numbers: 

(1)  the  Man  in  the  Moon, 

(2)  the  moon, 

(3)  wicked  witches, 

(4)  a forest. 

b.  Write  fill.  Add  ed  and  ing  to  fill. 

c.  Make  three  words  by  changing  the  vowel  in  fill.  Use  one 
of  these  words  in  a sentence  with  easy. 
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18 


TIME  TO  MAKE  SURE  — REVIEW 


heard 

already 

early 

everybody 

Christmas 

busy 

it’s 

truly 

didn’t 

while 

believe 

can’t 

real 

isn’t 

good-bye 

won’t 

handkerchiefs 

cannot 

know 

break 

sincerely 

all  right 

easy 

wrote 

maybe 


1.  a.  Write  handkerchief.  Now  write  handkerchiefs.  How  is 
the  plural  of  handkerchief  formed? 

b.  Write  Christmas.  How  is  the  plural  of  Christmas  formed? 
Write  the  plural  form. 

2.  a.  Write  the  compound  words  you  find  in  the  list. 

b.  In  a column  write:  is  not,  cannot,  will  not,  it  is,  did  not. 
Beside  each  write  its  contraction. 

c.  Write  the  word  in  the  list  that  is  a form  of  the  root  word 
write. 

d.  Write  the  word  in  the  list  which  begins  with  a silent  k. 

3.  a.  Look  carefully  at  all  right  and  already.  What  must  you 
remember  about  all  right?  About  already? 

b.  Write  all  right  after  the  groups  of  tables  which  are  all 
correct : 


6X0  = 0, 
0X7  = 0, 
2 yd.  = 6 ft., 


(1)  6 X 6 = 36, 

(2)  7 X 7 = 49, 

(3)  y2ft.  = 6 in., 
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6 — 6 = 0; 

9 -r-  2 = 41/2; 
1 yd.  = 36  in. 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  18 


Teaching  the  Words 

Since  all  these  words  have  been  taught  at  least  once  before,  dictate 
them  all  to  the  pupils  to  determine  which  words  require  re-teaching. 
The  following  complete  sentences  may  be  dictated  to  the  class  if  you 
prefer,  as  they  include  all  review  words. 

1.  That  rope  won’t  be  easy  to  break. 

2.  I know  that  I can  skip  because  I have  already  tried. 

3.  Everybody  is  busy  at  Christmas  time. 

4.  Isn’t  it  too  early  to  say  good-bye? 

5.  Maybe  it  will  be  all  right  to  invite  Jack. 

6.  The  children  use  real  money  when  they  are  playing  store. 

7.  Mary  sent  me  two  pretty  handkerchiefs  for  Christmas. 

8.  I believe  she  is  truly  happy. 

9.  Bob  cannot  go  on  Tuesday. 

10.  He  is  sincerely  sorry  that  he  can’t  be  with  us. 

11.  It’s  too  bad  he  didn’t  know  the  cost  of  it  earlier. 

Wherever  possible,  re-group  the  words  for  presentation  and  study. 
Real  and  easy  have  the  ea  combination  with  the  long  e sound;  heard 
and  early  have  ea  with  an  e sound  as  affected  by  r;  already  has  ea 
with  a short  e sound;  break  has  ea  with  a long  a sound.  Contractions 
listed  include  didn’t,  isn’t,  and  it’s  with  the  apostrophe  in  place  of  one 
vowel,  and  can’t  and  won’t,  in  which  the  apostrophe  takes  the  place  of 
more  than  one  letter.  Note  that  in  won’t,  the  vowel  i of  the  root  word 
will  is  changed  to  o. 

Compound  words  include  handkerchiefs,  everybody,  maybe,  and 
cannot,  which  have  two  complete  words  joined  with  no  change  of  form 
in  either,  and  already  and  Christmas,  in  which  one  letter  is  dropped  - 
l from  all,  and  s from  mass. 

Sincerely  has  the  ly  suffix  added  to  the  root  sincere  with  no  change, 
but  truly  has  the  e of  the  root  true  omitted  when  ly  is  added. 

Both  handkerchiefs  and  believe  have  the  ie  combination  with  the 
long  e sound.  Circle  the  silent  consonants  - h and  t in  Christmas,  gh 
in  all  right,  k in  know,  and  w in  wrote.  Stress  that  all  right  is  made  up 
of  two  separate  words,  and  that  good-bye  is  a contraction  of  four 
words,  God  be  wi’  ye,  and  is  now  two  separate  words  joined  by  a 
hyphen. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  Add  an  s;  b.  Christmasses ; add  es. 

Ex.  2.  a:  Christmas,  handkerchiefs,  already,  cannot,  good-bye, 
everybody,  maybe ; b.  isn’t,  can’t,  won’t,  it’s,  didn’t ; c.  wrote ; d.  know. 

Ex.  3.  a:  All  right  is  made  up  of  two  separate  words;  already  is  a 
compound  word  with  one  l of  all  omitted;  b.  (1),  (2),  (3)  all  right; 

c.  always;  e.g.,  The  sun  always  rises  in  the  east. 

Ex.  4.  a:  ear ; b.  (2),  (6),  (7),  (3),  (4),  (5),  (1) ; c.  cannot,  can’t; 

d.  sincerely,  already,  busy,  early,  easy,  truly,  everybody  - any  six. 


Ex.  5.  a:  believe;  b.  break;  c.  it’s;  d.  sincerely;  e.  know;  f.  hand- 
kerchiefs; g.  won’t. 

Ex.  6.  a:  eve,  ever,  very,  every,  body;  b.  cannot,  can’t,  Christmas, 
didn’t,  early,  easy,  everybody,  good-bye,  handkerchiefs,  heard,  isn’t, 
it’s. 

EXTRA  HELP 

Ex.  1.  a:  busy,  real,  easy,  everybody,  good-bye;  b.  know,  already, 
while,  all  right;  c.  isn’t,  it’s,  won’t. 

Ex.  2.  a:  everybody,  handkerchiefs,  cannot,  maybe;  b.  truly, 
sincerely;  c.  I won’t  - (1),  (3)  ; I can’t  - (2),  (4). 

Ex.  3.  a,  c:  heard;  b,  d.  wrote. 

Ex.  4.  a:  believe,  break,  busy;  b.  handkerchiefs,  heard,  isn’t,  it’s. 
Ex.  5.  a:  believe,  wrote,  while;  b.  Christmas,  handkerchiefs; 
c.  know,  wrote. 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

Ex.  1:  knack,  knapsack,  knave,  knead,  kneel,  knell,  knew,  knife, 
knit,  knock,  knot,  etc. 

Ex.  2:  New  Year’s  Day,  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  Dominion 
Day,  etc. 

Ex.  3:  good  morning,  good  afternoon,  good  evening,  hello,  hi,  good- 
bye, so  long,  bye  now,  etc. ; Accept  pupils’  choice. 

Ex.  4:  you’d,  I’m,  you’re,  he’s,  we’re,  they’re,  I’ve,  we’ve,  they’ve, 
etc. 

Ex.  6:  A cabbage  is  a vegetable  whose  leaves  are  closely  folded  into 
a round  head ; a chief  is  the  head  of  a group  or  tribe.  We  speak  of  head 
of  cattle;  a man’s  wealth  was  measured  by  the  number  of  head  of 
cattle  he  had,  from  Latin  caput,  head. 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  real,  handkerchiefs,  sincerely,  already, 
busy,  all  right,  it’s,  believe,  good-bye,  easy,  maybe,  everybody,  won’t, 
break 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  EARLIER  BOOKS:  heard  (3),  Christmas  (2),  didn’t  (3), 
while  (3),  isn’t  (3),  cannot  (3),  early  (3),  know  (2),  truly  (3). 
can’t  (3) , wrote  (3) 


TESTS  TO  BE  USED  AT  MID-TERM  IF  SO  DESIRED 


These  mid-term  tests  are  supplied  for  your  convenience.  If  you 
decide  to  use  more  than  one  of  these  tests,  it  is  suggested  that  they 
be  used  on  successive  days. 


Test  I 

Dictate  each  word,  then  the  sentence,  and  then  repeat  the  word  for 
the  pupils  to  write.  After  dictating  the  complete  list,  read  it  slowly 


- She  would  rather  have  an  apple  than  a pear. 

- The  letters  were  well  written. 

- He  was  the  captain  of  our  team. 

- My  cousin  came  to  visit  us. 

- The  bottom  of  the  box  was  dirty. 

- Hallowe’en  is  in  October. 

- They  bought  three  boxes  of  cereal. 

- She  tries  to  do  her  work  well. 

- I finished  my  arithmetic  questions. 

- The  traveller  told  us  about  Quebec. 

- The  children  saw  an  elephant  in  the  circus. 

- We  drink  orange  juice  for  breakfast. 

- He  was  one  minute  late. 

- The  man  will  charge  you  a high  price  for  it. 

- It  fell  in  the  middle  of  the  street. 

- Mary  woke  at  eight  o’clock. 

- I hope  I do  not  break  the  dish. 

- When  do  we  have  our  next  holiday  ? 

- Her  father  always  brings  her  candy. 

- They  waved  good-bye  to  us. 

- Which  boy  gave  you  the  money? 

- They  sold  the  car  to  our  neighbour. 

- The  men  believe  that  they  are  right. 

- He  said  that  he  could  not  go  to  the  game. 

- We  often  go  to  see  our  friends. 


- She  saw  a worm  on  the  leaf. 

- We  heard  the  sound  of  thunder. 

- Do  you  know  his  address  ? 

- I broke  the  crystal  of  my  watch. 

- Follow  the  captain  of  your  team. 

- The  family  was  dining  at  the  hotel. 

- They  build  huge  apartments  in  the  city. 

- Mr.  White  is  known  by  everyone  in  town. 

- They  ate  half  of  the  pie  for  supper. 

- Mother  covered  the  table  with  a cloth. 

- I like  to  read  the  history  of  Canada. 


for  the  pupils 

1. 

rather 

2. 

written 

3. 

captain 

4. 

cousin 

5. 

bottom 

6. 

October 

7. 

bought 

8. 

tries 

9. 

arithmetic 

10. 

traveller 

11. 

elephant 

12. 

juice 

13. 

minute 

14. 

charge 

15. 

middle 

16. 

woke 

17. 

break 

18. 

holiday 

19. 

always 

20. 

good-bye 

21. 

which 

22. 

sold 

23. 

believe 

24. 

said 

25. 

often 

Test  II 

1. 

worm 

2. 

sound 

3. 

address 

4. 

watch 

5. 

follow 

6. 

dining 

7. 

build 

8. 

known 

9. 

half 

10. 

covered 

11. 

history 

12. 

laid 

- 

The  hen  laid  an  egg. 

13. 

pupil 

- 

The  pupil  did  his  homework. 

14. 

bowl 

- 

The  boy  ate  a big  bowl  of  soup. 

15. 

Christmas 

- 

We  give  gifts  at  Christmas. 

16. 

it’s 

- 

It’s  a very  fine  picture. 

17. 

all  right 

- 

It  is  all  right  to  arrive  early. 

18. 

instead 

- 

Tom  went  instead  of  Peter. 

19. 

handkerchiefs 

- 

Mother  washed  five  handkerchiefs. 

20. 

sincerely 

- 

I sincerely  hope  you  feel  better. 

21. 

early 

- 

The  dog  barked  early  in  the  morning. 

22. 

mind 

- 

The  boy’s  mind  was  on  his  work. 

23. 

tied 

- 

The  calf  was  tied  to  a tree. 

24. 

their 

- 

The  men  brought  their  wives. 

25.  February 

Test  III 

" 

It  is  usually  very  cold  in  February. 

1. 

language 

- 

The  Dutch  language  is  spoken  in  Holland. 

2. 

hour 

- 

The  train  was  an  hour  late. 

3. 

dollar 

- 

I paid  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  the  book. 

4. 

pocket 

- 

My  pocket  has  a hole  in  it. 

5. 

pasture 

- 

Sheep  graze  in  the  pasture. 

6. 

avenue 

- 

She  lives  on  a busy  avenue  in  London. 

7. 

number 

- 

Do  you  know  the  number  of  their  house? 

8. 

broken 

- 

His  arm  was  broken  in  the  accident. 

9. 

fifteen 

- 

Fifteen  boys  played  on  our  team. 

10. 

useful 

- 

A sharp  knife  is  very  useful. 

11. 

off 

- 

They  turned  the  lights  off. 

12. 

raise 

- 

We  raise  the  flag  every  morning. 

13. 

colour 

- 

Leaves  change  colour  in  autumn. 

14. 

chief 

- 

The  Indian  chief  led  his  braves. 

15. 

except 

- 

Bring  all  your  books  except  your  speller. 

16. 

can’t 

- 

I can’t  read  your  writing. 

17. 

climb 

- 

A squirrel  can  climb  a tree. 

18. 

someone 

- 

Someone  phoned  us  last  night. 

19. 

Tuesday 

- 

The  concert  is  next  Tuesday. 

20. 

truly 

- 

He  wrote  “Yours  truly”  in  the  letter. 

21. 

prize 

- 

They  won  first  prize. 

22. 

easy 

- 

The  work  was  not  easy  to  do. 

23. 

heard 

- 

We  heard  the  noise  of  the  big  trucks. 

24. 

together 

- 

March  together  in  straight  rows. 

25.  country 

Test  IV 

We  are  proud  of  our  country. 

1. 

wonderful 

- 

The  colours  of  the  sunset  were  wonderful. 

2. 

stood 

- 

He  stood  at  the  bottom  of  the  steps. 

3. 

season 

- 

Winter  is  the  season  for  skiing. 

4. 

island 

- 

Newfoundland  is  an  island. 

5. 

wolf 

- 

The  hunter  shot  a wolf. 

6. 

Saturday 

- 

On  Saturday  we  shall  go  shopping. 

7. 

several 

- 

I ate  several  cookies. 

8. 

sure 

9. 

twelve 

10. 

station 

11. 

true 

12. 

died 

13. 

period 

14. 

o’clock 

15. 

believe 

16. 

won’t 

17. 

busy 

18. 

maybe 

19. 

already 

20. 

where 

21. 

evening 

22. 

real 

23. 

wrote 

24. 

too 

25. 

different 

- Are  you  sure  you  can  go? 

- There  are  twelve  in  a dozen. 

- The  train  stopped  at  the  station. 

- The  story  of  the  accident  was  true. 

- Her  uncle  died  last  week. 

- Put  a period  at  the  end  of  the  sentence. 

- It  is  five  o’clock. 

- We  believe  that  his  story  is  true. 

- He  won’t  arrive  tonight. 

- The  bees  are  busy  making  honey. 

- Maybe  you  should  call  her. 

- They  have  brought  two  boxes  already. 

- Do  you  know  where  she  is? 

- It  is  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

- The  ring  had  a real  pearl  in  it. 

- Mother  wrote  a note  to  the  teacher. 

- She  ate  too  many  candies. 

- The  two  brothers  are  very  different. 


c.  Write  already.  Circle  al.  Underline  ready.  Write  already 
again.  Now  substitute  ways  for  ready.  Use  the  new  word  to 
show  its  meaning. 

4.  a.  Write  early  and  heard.  Underline  the  parts  of  these  words 
which  are  pronounced  and  spelled  the  same. 

b.  Write  the  words  in  Column  I.  Beside  each  write  the 
number  of  the  meaning  in  Column  II  which  is  most  nearly 
correct. 


I 

II 

sincerely 

(1)  put  in  words  on  paper 

truly 

(2)  honestly 

good-bye 

(3)  very  well 

all  right 

(4)  fully  occupied 

busy 

(5)  a winter  holiday 

Christmas 

(6)  without  a lie 

wrote 

(7)  farewell 

Write  two  words 

from  the  list,  one  of  which  is  a shortened 

form  of  the  other. 

d.  Write  six  words  which  end  in  y. 

5.  Which  word 

a.  has  ie  spelling  long  e? 

b.  has  ea  spelling  long  a? 

c.  has  an  apostrophe  for  the  i of  is? 

d.  has  c spelling  the  sound  of  s ? 

e.  has  the  same  pronunciation  as  no? 

f.  begins  with  the  word  band? 

g.  is  a short  form  for  will  not? 
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6.  a.  Write  everybody.  Write  as  many  words  as  you  find  in 
everybody  without  changing  the  order  of  the  letters, 
b.  Which  words  in  the  word  list  would  you  find  in  the 
dictionary  between  can  and  know?  Arrange  them  in  the 
order  in  which  they  would  appear  in  the  dictionary. 


Remember  the  study  steps  on  page  5. 


Extra  Help 

1.  a.  Write  the  words  from  the  list  which  are  opposite  in 
meaning  to  idle,  imaginary,  difficult,  nobody,  hello. 

b.  Write  words  from  the  list  which  rhyme  with : 

snow,  steady,  pile,  all  night. 

c.  Write  the  shortened  forms  of  these  words.  Remember 
the  apostrophe:  is  not,  it  is,  will  not. 

2.  a.  Join  the  correct  pairs  to  make  compound  words: 


every 

not 

hand 

be 

can 

kerchiefs 

may 

body 

b.  Write  the  two  words  which  are  often  used  with  Yours 
in  the  closing  of  a letter. 

c.  Answer  these  questions  either  I can’t  or  I won’t: 

(1)  Will  you  go  to  school  at  midnight? 

(2)  Can  you  walk  on  two  fingers? 

(3)  Will  you  study  spelling  during  the  night? 

(4)  Can  you  open  a tin  of  fruit  with  your  fingers? 

3.  Change  these  sentences  by  changing  the  words  in  bold  type 
to  make  them  happen  in  the  past.  E.g. : 

I get  up  early.  I got  up  early, 
a.  Mary  hears  the  bell  ringing. 
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b.  Jeff  writes  a letter  to  his  cousin. 

c.  I hear  the  first  bird  of  spring. 

d.  You  write  very  neatly. 

4.  a.  Write  in  alphabetical  order  all  the  words  in  the  list  which 
begin  with  b. 

b.  Which  words  in  the  list  would  you  find  in  a dictionary 
between  good-bye  and  know?  Arrange  the  words  in 
alphabetical  order. 

5.  a.  Write  three  words  which  end  in  silent  e. 

b.  Write  two  words  showing  two  different  pronunciations 
for  the  combination  ch. 

c.  Write  two  words,  each  of  which  begins  with  a silent  letter. 

For  Good  Spellers 

1.  Make  a list  of  as  many  words  as  you  know  which  begin  with 
the  letters  kn.  Your  dictionary  will  help  you.  Examples:  knee, 
knew. 

2.  Write  the  names  of  all  the  holidays  you  know.  Check  the 
spelling  in  the  dictionary. 

3.  Make  a list  of  the  ways  in  which  people  greet  one  another, 
or  bid  good-bye.  Which  greeting  would  you  use  for  your  teacher, 
your  best  boy  or  girl  friend,  your  grandmother? 

4.  In  addition  to  the  list  of  shortened  forms  in  the  spelling  list, 
make  a list  of  your  own.  You  should  have  at  least  a half-dozen 
shortened  forms  using  apostrophes;  e.g.  You’ve. 

5.  Start  a list  of  compound  words  in  your  spelling  notebook. 
Some  are  easy  to  recognize,  like  birthday,  but  others  need  some 
detective  work,  like  handkerchief.  When  words  sound  or  look  as 
if  they  have  two  parts,  look  in  a big  dictionary  to  see  whether 
you  have  discovered  a new  compound  word. 

6.  Cabbage,  chief,  and  cattle  are  all  related  words.  They  come 
from  the  Latin  word  caput  meaning  head.  Look  up  these  words 
in  a large  dictionary  to  find  out  how  they  came  to  have  their 
present  meanings. 
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PLAYING  HOCKEY 


hockey 

goal 

sweater 

lead 

club 

passed 

corner 

fourth 

given 

minute 

pants 

sharp 


1.  a.  Write  hockey.  Circle  ck  and  underline 
ey.  Now  change  the  h to  j.  Use  the  new 
word  to  tell  something  about  a race. 

b.  Write  goal.  Underline  oa.  Change  the 
g to  c.  Write  the  new  word. 

2.  a.  Write  the  words  in  the  list  which  are 
opposite  in  meaning  to  dull,  follow, 
taken. 

b.  Write  sweater.  Draw  a line  under 
ea.  What  vowel  sound  does  this  combina- 
tion spell? 

c.  Drop  the  letters  er  from  sweater. 
What  word  have  you? 


stick 

puck 

point 

luck 


d.  Use  sweater  and  pants  to  tell  some- 
thing about  the  picture. 

3.  Write  all  the  words  from  the  list  which 
you  can  find  illustrated  in  the  picture. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  19 


Teaching  the  Words 

Discuss  the  words  in  the  list  and  mark  for  emphasis  any  structural 
difficulties.  Note  ea  in  sweater  with  the  short  e sound,  but  in  lead  ea 
may  be  pronounced  as  a short  or  long  e,  depending  on  the  context. 
When  ea  has  the  short  e sound,  lead  is  a name  word  referring  to  a 
metal,  e.g.,  The  pipe  was  made  of  lead.  When  ea  has  the  long  e sound, 
lead  is  a “doing”  word,  e.g.,  He  will  lead  the  horse  to  the  barn.  Relate 
these  two  pronunciations  of  lead  to  read. 

Underline  the  other  vowel  combinations  - oa  in  goal , and  ou  in 
fourth.  Stress  the  ey  ending  of  hockey.  Take  particular  care  in  teach- 
ing passed  as  a “doing”  word  that  happened  “yesterday”.  Do  not  relate 
passed  to  the  word  past,  taken  earlier,  as  pupils  tend  to  confuse  the 
spelling  of  these  two  words.  Underline  the  root,  pass,  and  circle  the  ed 
suffix. 

Pupils  should  recognize  some  of  the  small  words  in  the  words  listed 
- key  in  hockey,  sweat  in  sweater,  corn  in  corner,  four  in  fourth,  pass 
in  passed,  etc.  Point  out  that  the  root  give  requires  only  an  n to  make 
the  word  given',  refer  to  broken  in  Unit  7. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  jockey  - one  who  rides  a horse  in  a race;  b.  coal. 

Ex.  2.  a:  sharp,  lead,  given;  b.  short  e;  c.  sweat;  d.  Accept  in- 
teresting examples. 

Ex.  3:  hockey,  goal,  sweater,  corner,  fourth,  pants. 

Ex.  4:  Accept  the  definitions  given  in  the  dictionaries  used  in  your 
class. 

Ex.  5.  a : leader ; long  e ; b.  short  e ; c.  sweater. 

Ex.  6.  a:  give,  pass,  four;  b.  Accept  reasonable  examples;  c.  e.g., 
After  the  race  the  dog  lies  down  and  pants. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

Follow  the  procedure  for  dictating,  checking,  and  re-teaching  out- 
lined in  previous  units. 

Check  the  pupils’  work  carefully,  have  them  correct  all  errors,  and 
include  any  words  misspelled  in  the  following  units  as  review  words. 

In  re-teaching,  the  words  might  be  divided  according  to  syllables: 
one-syllable  words  - goal,  lead,  club,  pants,  sharp,  passed ; 
two-syllable  words  - hockey,  sweater,  comer,  given,  minute. 

Be  sure  that  pupils  see  the  root  words  in  passed,  fourth,  given. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Look  at  the  picture,  and  answer  each  of  the  following  using  a word 
from  the  list : 

® Which  player  is  trying  to  score  a goal?  (sweater,  fourth) 

© How  many  goals  does  each  team  have?  (three  goals) 

@ Where  is  the  puck  in  the  picture?  (in  front  of  the  goal) 


• Was  the  puck  passed  to  the  player?  (passed) 

• What  made  the  marks  on  the  ice?  (sharp  skates) 

2.  • Write  the  words  in  which  you  see  the  small  words  corn , harp, 

ant,  key.  (corner,  sharp,  pants,  hockey) 

® Write  the  two  words  that  begin  with  each  of  the  following 
letters:  g,  p,  s,  c.  (goal,  given;  passed,  pants;  sweater,  sharp; 
club,  corner) 

• Write  all  the  words  that  have  a vowel  with  r,  and  underline 
this  combination  in  each,  (sweater,  corner,  fourth,  sharp) 

3.  What  Word  Is  It? 

• one  before  fifth  ? (fourth) 

• what  you  find  in  a pencil?  (lead) 

• a part  of  an  hour?  (minute) 

• what  one  may  score  in  a game?  (goal) 

4.  • Write  the  words  in  the  list  that  are  formed  from  the  root 

words  give,  pass,  sweat,  (given,  passed,  sweater) 

• Write  two  words  in  the  list  that  each  have  two  different  pro- 
nunciations. (lead,  minute) 

• Write  the  two  words  that  have  hard  g.  (goal,  given) 

5.  Write  the  word  from  the  list  that  you  might  use  in  place  of  the 
underlined  word  or  words  in  each  of  the  following: 

• Our  hockey  team  has  two  games  to  play,  (club) 

• The  penalty  lasted  sixty  seconds,  (minute) 

• The  boys  wore  long  trousers,  (pants) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  stick.  A stick  is  used  in  hockey.  What  other  equipment 

does  a hockey  player  use?  (puck,  shin  pads,  knee  pads,  shoulder 
pads,  skates,  helmet,  etc.) 

• Write  puck.  Replace  the  vowel  in  this  word  to  make  new  words, 
(pack,  peck,  pick,  pock) 

• Write  point.  Add  prefixes  or  suffixes  to  form  two  new  words, 
(pointer,  pointed,  appoint,  disappoint,  etc.) 

• Write  luck.  Write  the  other  Extra  Word  that  rhymes  with 
luck.  Write  a word  that  means  the  same  as  luck,  (puck;  chance, 
fortune,  fate,  etc.) 

2.  • List  as  many  games  or  sports  as  you  can  about  which  you 

might  use  the  word  club,  (hockey,  curling,  bowling,  tennis,  etc.) 
® Write  a list  of  sports  that  are  played  on  ice.  (hockey,  curling, 
broom-ball,  skating,  etc.) 

• Write  a list  of  sports  in  which  a goal  is  used,  (hockey,  lacrosse, 
soccer,  football,  etc.) 

3.  • Write  two  words  like  passed  that  have  ed  after  double  s. 

(crossed,  missed,  guessed,  etc.) 

• Name  two  or  three  kinds  of  sweaters,  (pullover,  cardigan, 
turtleneck,  etc.) 

• Write  two  words  that  can  be  used  instead  of  club ; e.g., 
association,  (society,  organization,  union,  team,  etc.)  Do  not 
expect  all  of  these. 


4.  • Use  the  words  stick  and  point  in  sentences  to  show  two 

different  meanings  for  each,  (e.g.,  Stick  to  your  work;  a stick 
of  wood;  point  to  the  chalkboard;  the  point  of  a pin) 

• Write  luck  and  name  two  objects  that  some  people  believe  are 
lucky,  (four-leaf  clover,  rabbit’s  foot,  horseshoe,  etc.) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  lead,  passed,  fourth,  minute 


4.  Write  goal,  club,  sharp.  Find  two  meanings  in  your  dictionary 
for  each  of  these  words. 

5. 


(1)  The  boy  will  lead  the  (2)  Jack  is  sharpening  his 
dog.  lead  pencil. 

a.  Look  at  sentence  (1).  Write  lead.  Underline  ea.  Now 
add  er  to  lead.  Write  the  new  word.  What  vowel  sound  has 
ea  in  these  words? 

b.  Look  at  picture  and  sentence  (2).  Write  lead.  Draw  a 
line  under  ea.  What  vowel  sound  has  ea  in  this  word? 

c.  What  other  word  in  the  list  has  the  same  sound  for  ea? 

Changing  the  vowel  sound  in  lead  changes  the  meaning  of 
the  word  but  not  the  spelling. 

6.  a.  Write  these  words:  given,  passed,  fourth.  Write  the 
root  words  from  which  they  are  formed. 

b.  Write  one  interesting  sentence  about  a hockey  game 
using  goal,  fourth,  and  minute. 

c.  Write  pants.  Use  pants  to  mean  breathes  in  quick  short 
breaths. 

7.  Describe  briefly  an  exciting  moment  in  a hockey  game.  The 
score  is  tied.  It  is  the  last  minute  of  play  . . . 


REMEMBER  TO  STUDY  YOUR  OWN 
SPELLING  WORDS. 
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20 


MORE  ENDINGS 


shopping 

dropped 

trap 

bite 

chase 

guess 

spot 

step 

dig 

plan 

swim 

save 

swing 

shove 

act 

hate 

What  is  the  root  word  of  shopping? 
What  happened  to  the  last  letter  of  shop 
before  ing  was  added?  Why? 

b.  Write  step.  What  must  you  do  to  the  last  letter  of  step 
before  adding  ing?  Add  ing  to  step. 

c.  Add  ing  to  dig,  trap,  spot,  plan,  swim. 

2.  a.  Look  at  trap.  Add  ed  to  trap.  Remember  to  double  the 
final  p. 

b.  Add  ed  to  spot,  step,  and  plan. 

c.  Write  swim  and  dig.  Add  er  to  swim  and  dig.  What  happens 
to  the  final  consonant  before  adding  the  ending? 

3.  a.  Write  three  words  from  the  list  which  end  in  silent  e. 

b.  Add  ing  to  these  words.  Look  back  to  Unit  5 if  you  have 
forgotten  what  to  do. 

c.  Write  I chase  dogs  and  I save  pennies.  Now  change  these 
two  sentences  so  that  they  can  be  written  with  last  week 
at  the  end. 

4.  a.  Write  dropped.  What  is  the  root  word? 

b.  Add  ing  to  the  root  word.  What  happened  to  the  final 
consonant? 


shopping 

shop 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  20 


Teaching  the  Words 

This  unit  is  concerned  with  adding  suffixes  ing,  ed,  and  er  to  doing 
words.  The  words  should  be  grouped  according  to  the  three  methods 
by  which  these  suffixes  are  added  to  the  root  words : 

(a)  no  change  in  the  root  - guess,  swing ; 

(b)  silent  e of  the  root  dropped  - bite,  chase,  save ; 

(c)  final  consonant  doubled  - shopping,  dig,  plan,  dropped,  swim,  spot, 
trap,  step. 

Note  that  some  verbs  cannot  have  ed  as  a suffix  to  form  the  past  tense; 
e.gM  swing,  swim,  bite,  dig.  The  following  words  from  Unit  5 may  be 
added  to  group  (a),  paint,  lock,  build;  to  (b)  dining,  drive. 

Have  pupils  suggest  the  reason  for  the  doubling  of  the  consonant  in 
group  (c)  - to  keep  the  preceding  vowel  short.  Develop  the  generaliza- 
tions for  groups  (b)  and  (c)  ; e.g.,  words  ending  in  silent  e usually 
drop  the  e when  a suffix  is  added;  words  ending  in  a consonant  pre- 
ceded by  a short  vowel  usually  double  the  consonant  before  the  suffix. 
Have  pupils  add  ing,  ed,  and  er  to  the  words  listed  in  groups  (a),  (b), 
and  (c) , wherever  possible,  and  note  the  applications  of  these  general- 
izations. 

Study  the  words  for  any  other  difficult  parts.  Circle  the  gu  in  guess 
and  have  pupils  explain  that  the  u has  the  effect  of  keeping  g hard. 
Note  that  swim  and  swing  begin  with  the  same  consonant  blend.  Under- 
line the  initial  consonant  blends  pi,  dr,  sp,  sw,  tr,  and  st  in  the  words. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  shop;  p was  doubled  to  keep  the  o short;  b.  p,  stepping; 
c.  digging,  trapping,  spotting,  planning,  swimming. 

Ex.  2.  a : trapped ; b.  spotted,  stepped,  planned ; c.  swimmer,  digger ; 
final  consonant  is  doubled. 

Ex.  3.  a:  bite,  chase,  save;  b.  biting,  chasing,  saving;  chased,  saved. 
Ex.  4.  a:  drop;  b.  dropping;  doubled;  c.  shopping,  dig,  plan,  dropped, 
guess,  swim,  spot,  trap,  step,  swing. 

Ex.  5.  b:  guessing,  swinging;  no;  c.  dug,  swung. 

Ex.  6.  b : swings,  bites,  guesses,  steps. 

Ex.  7.  a : shopper ; b.  trapper ; c.  swimmer. 

Ex.  8.  a:  trap;  b.  swing;  c.  guess;  d.  plan;  e.  save;  f.  dig. 

Ex.  9 : This  question  might  be  included  in  a language  program  as  & 
creative  English  exercise.  Encourage  pupils  to  make  their  stories  in- 
teresting. Write  any  additional  words  that  the  class  may  require  on 
the  chalkboard. 

Re-teaching 

If  pupils  understand  the  procedure  of  adding  suffixes  in  the  three 
ways,  this  unit  should  not  provide  too  much  difficulty  for  an  average 
class.  Check  all  written  work  carefully,  have  corrections  made  immedi- 
ately, and  have  misspelled  words  added  to  each  pupiFs  list  of  personal 


errors.  Note  group  errors,  and  re-teach  to  eliminate  these.  Remember 
that  re-teaching  is  not  simply  teaching  the  words  again  in  the  way 
originally  used.  Errors  made  by  your  pupils  will  suggest  possible 
groupings  for  re-teaching.  You  may  wish  to  assign  the  exercises  “For 
Good  Spellers”  or  related  language  work  to  those  pupils  who  had  no 
errors.  Stress  the  use  of  the  study  steps  for  self-help.  Use  the  exercises 
“For  Poor  Spellers”  during  the  re-teaching  period. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  doubled  the  last  consonant 

before  the  suffix  was  added,  (shopping,  dropped) 

• Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  would  double  the  last  con- 
sonant if  a suffix  were  added,  (dig,  plan,  swim,  spot,  trap, 
step) 

• Write  the  words  that  would  not  change  their  root  words  if 
suffixes  were  added,  (guess,  swing)  What  do  you  notice  about 
the  last  letters  of  these  words?  (two  consonants) 

© Write  the  words  that  drop  the  silent  e when  suffixes  are  added, 
(bite,  chase,  save) 

2.  © Write  the  words  that  rhyme  with  cave,  kite,  pig.  (save,  bite, 

dig) 

® Write  all  the  words  that  begin  with  two  consonants,  (shopping, 
chase,  plan,  dropped,  swim,  spot,  trap,  step,  swing) 

3.  Copy  this  chart  in  your  book  and  fill  in  the  other  forms  of  each 
word. 


Root  Word 

“ed”  added 

“ing”  added 

saved 

step 

chasing 

shopped 

! plan 

guessing 

drop 

spotted 

4.  ® Write  guess.  Remember  the  gu.  Write  another  word  that  starts 

with  gu.  Use  a dictionary  to  help  you.  (guest,  guard,  etc.) 

• Which  words  from  the  list  might  be  used  with  each  of  the 
following:  riddle,  hole,  lake,  mouse,  (guess,  dig,  swim,  trap) 

© Write  words  from  the  list  that  tell  what  each  of  the  following 
might  do:  hunter,  monkey,  miner,  (trap  or  chase,  swing  or  bite, 
dig) 

5.  • Write  the  words  in  which  you  see  the  following  small  words: 

wing,  pot,  hop,  has.  (swing,  spot,  shopping,  chase) 


• Write  the  word  from  the  list  that,  if  spelled  backwards,  be- 
comes pets,  tops,  part,  (step,  spot,  trap) 

• Write  the  word  that  begins  and  ends  with  the  same  letter, 
(dropped) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  © By  adding  a consonant  to  each  of  the  words  shove  and  act, 

change  each  one  into  a word  that  names  something,  (shovel; 
tact,  fact,  etc.) 

© Write  act.  Add  ed,  ing,  or,  and  ion  to  this  word  to  make  new 
words,  (acted,  acting,  actor,  action) 

© Write  hate.  What  does  hate  mean?  Write  a sentence  to  tell 
what  you  hate  doing  more  than  anything  else,  (to  dislike  some- 
thing very  much) 

2.  The  u in  guess  is  silent.  In  a dictionary,  find  words  that  begin  with 
g followed  by  silent  u that  mean 

© a watchman  or  sentry;  (guard) 

© a person  invited  to  your  home;  (guest) 

® a person  who  shows  the  way ; (guide) 

® a musical  instrument,  (guitar) 

3.  • Write  shove.  How  is  the  o pronounced?  Add  the  suffixes  ing 

and  ed  to  shove,  (short  u;  shoving,  shoved) 

• Write  the  words  that  mean  push,  dislike  strongly,  pretend. 
(shove,  hate,  act) 

• Write  two  words  that  rhyme  with  shove,  and  spell  the  rhyming 
part  the  same,  (love,  glove,  etc.) 

® Write  two  words  that  end  in  ove,  and  are  pronounced 
differently  from  shove,  (move,  rove,  stove,  prove,  etc.) 

4.  • Explain  the  difference  in  meaning  between  estimate  and  guess. 

(estimate  - to  calculate  approximately;  guess  - to  form  an 
opinion  without  really  knowing) 

• Use  the  word  save  in  a sentence  about  each  of  the  following: 
a hockey  player,  a fireman,  a bank.  (Accept  reasonable 

answers.) 

© Explain  in  a sentence  what  is  meant  by  each  of  the  following: 
to  spot  a mistake;  to  step  on  the  gas;  to  save  time;  to  drop  a 
hint,  (discover  an  error;  increase  speed;  accomplish  more  in  a 
certain  period  of  time;  give  a clue) 

5.  Write  a verse  of  four  or  five  lines  telling  how  it  feels  to  swing 
through  the  air  on  a swing,  a trapeze,  or  a rope.  (This  exercise 
might  be  correlated  with  the  language  program  in  writing  simple 
poetry.  Have  pupils  look  at  rhyming  lines  in  other  books  and  list 
words  that  rhyme;  e.g.,  fling,  ease,  or  hope,  etc.  Then  have  them 
try  to  compose  short  verses  including  the  rhyming  words  where 
needed;  e.g., 

Push  me  hard 
On  a swing, 

So  I can  have 
A merry  fling. 

etc.) 


MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  dropped 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  guess 


c.  List  all  the  words  which  have  short  vowels. 

5.  a.  Write  guess  and  swing. 

b.  Add  ing  to  guess  and  swing.  Did  you  make  any  change 
in  the  root  words? 

c.  Write  dig  and  swing.  Make  new  words  by  changing  the 
i to  u in  each  word. 

6.  a.  Write  swing,  bite,  guess,  step. 

b.  Write  the  plural  form  of  each  of  the  four  words  you  have 
just  written. 

7.  Write  words  which  mean: 

a.  a person  who  shops. 

b.  a man  who  traps  animals  for  their  fur. 

c.  a person  who  swims. 

8.  Use  a word  from  the  list  to : 

a.  tell  how  to  catch  a bear. 

b.  describe  going  up  in  a swing. 

c.  ask  someone  to  guess  the  answer  to  a riddle. 

d.  suggest  drawing  a plan  for  a birdhouse. 

e.  ask  a question  about  saving  money. 

f.  order  a dog  not  to  dig  holes  in  the  garden. 

9. 


Write  a story  about  the  picture.  Do  you  think  the  boy  has 
saved  enough  to  buy  a pet?  Which  pet  would  he  prefer  to  have? 
Why?  Be  sure  to  proof-read  your  story. 


51 


21 


ON  THE  FARM 


wheat 

raise 

fence 


vegetable 

drove 

gate 


crop 

earth 

trade 


cattle 

flower 

spent 


colony 


strawberries  vegetation 


1.  a.  Write  the  names  of  all  the  things  in  the  word  list  which 
you  might  find  on  a farm. 

b.  List  the  food-stuffs  among  the  spelling  words. 

c.  Which  things  might  be  described  as  crops? 

d.  Which  might  be  grown  for  beauty  rather  than  for  gain? 


2.  Look  at  the  picture.  Answer  the  following  questions.  Try  to 
use  at  least  one  word  from  the  list  in  every  answer. 

a.  Which  crop  do  you  think  is  being  harvested? 

b.  How  did  the  cattle  get  into  the  field? 

c.  Why  did  the  farmer  have  a fence  around  the  field? 

d.  Who  drove  the  cattle  out  of  the  field? 

e.  Who  will  sell  the  wheat? 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  21 


Teaching  the  Unit 

No  new  spelling  skills  are  taught  in  this  unit,  and  only  one  word, 
raise,  is  among  those  most  commonly  misspelled.  Raise,  a “doing”  word 
that  means  to  lift  something,  has  the  vowel  combination  ai  with  the 
long  a sound.  Have  pupils  supply  words  that  end  in  se  pronounced  2 - 
rise,  surprise,  praise,  ease,  etc.  Have  the  pupils  tell  you  that  the 
silent  e in  raise,  fence,  and  trade  is  dropped  when  ing  and  ed  are  added. 
Circle  the  silent  e found  also  in  vegetable,  drove,  gate,  and  cattle.  Note 
the  soft  c with  e in  fence.  Drove  and  spent  are  “doing”  words  that 
happened  “yesterday”;  ask  pupils  for  the  root  words  drive  and  spend. 
Have  them  give  you  other  “doing”  words  that  form  their  past  tense 
in  t - lend,  lent',  bend,  bent,  etc. 

Ask  pupils  to  supply  other  words  like  wheat  that  begin  with  wh  - 
wheel,  whisper,  whip,  etc.  Note  the  vowel  combination  ea  with  the 
long  e sound  in  wheat,  and  with  the  e sound  modified  by  r in  earth. 
Let  pupils  think  of  other  words  that  have  ear  pronounced  as  in  earth  - 
earn,  heard,  early,  etc. 

Underline  ow  in  flower,  pronounced  like  ou  in  found.  Teach  the  word 
flower  as  meaning  part  of  a plant.  Do  not  refer  to  the  homonym  flour 
as  this  tends  to  confuse  poor  spellers. 

Divide  vegetable  and  cattle  into  syllables  - veg\e\ta\ble,  cat\tle.  Mark 
for  particular  emphasis  the  le  ending  of  both  words,  and  the  second  e 
in  vegetable,  as  pupils  tend  to  omit  it.  Draw  attention  also  to  the 
soft  g preceding  e in  this  word. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  wheat,  fence,  vegetable,  gate,  crop,  earth,  cattle,  flower; 
b.  wheat,  vegetable;  c.  wheat,  vegetable;  d.  flower. 

Ex.  2.  a:  wheat;  b.  gate  was  open;  c.  keep  cattle  out;  d.  farmer 
drove  cattle;  e.  farmer  sells  wheat. 

Ex.  3.  a : vegetable,  cattle ; b.  j - vegetable,  g - gate ; c.  earth. 

Ex.  4.  a : to  raise  a ladder,  book,  etc. ; a raise  in  pay ; b.  to  trade  or 
exchange  something ; trade  or  exchange  of  goods  with  other  countries ; 
an  occupation  or  craft;  c.  trading,  raising,  chasing;  dropped. 

Ex.  5:  gates,  flowers,  vegetables,  fences,  crops. 

Ex.  6.  a : ate,  eat ; b.  cattle ; c.  earth ; d.  vegetable  - table. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

You  may  wish  to  dictate  short  sentences,  similar  to  the  ones  below. 
Be  sure  all  Extra  Words  are  at  your  grade  level.  Read  each  sentence 
first,  then  repeat  it  in  short  meaningful  phrases  for  the  pupils  to  write, 
and  then  re-read  the  complete  sentence  for  the  pupils  to  check  their 
work. 

1.  Men  raise  a crop  of  wheat  on  the  farm. 

2.  The  gate  near  the  corner  of  the  fence  was  open. 

3.  We  always  have  a vegetable  for  dinner. 


4.  He  drove  the  cattle  to  the  barn. 

5.  She  spent  a dollar  for  a beautiful  flower. 

6.  I will  trade  my  map  of  the  earth  for  your  history  picture. 

Check  carefully  for  errors  and  have  corrections  made  at  once.  Have 
pupils  add  any  words  misspelled  to  their  list  of  difficult  words. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  From  the  list  write 

• two  words  that  have  the  vowel  combination  ea.  Note  the 
different  sound  ea  has  in  each  word;  (wheat  - long  e;  earth  - 
e modified  by  r) 

® two  words  that  have  consonant  partners;  (wheat,  earth) 

• two  words  that  have  hard  c ; (crop,  cattle) 

® three  words  that  have  the  long  a sound.  Underline  the  letter 
or  letters  that  make  the  long  a sound  in  each  word,  (raise, 
gate,  trade) 

2.  Change  spent  and  drove  to  the  forms  that  tell  something  is  happen- 
ing today.  Use  each  new  form  in  a sentence,  (spend,  drive) 

3.  • Write  the  word  that  has  more  than  two  syllables,  (vegetable) 

• Write  the  one-syllable  words  in  alphabetical  order,  (crop, 
drove,  earth,  fence,  gate,  raise,  spent,  trade,  wheat) 

• Write  the  two-syllable  words.  Divide  each  into  syllables, 
(cat | tie,  flow(er) 

4.  Write  words  from  the  list  that  mean 

• to  lift  something ; (raise) 

• our  world;  (earth) 

• something  grown  for  food;  (crop  or  vegetable) 

• to  exchange,  (trade) 

5.  • Write  a sentence  to  explain  that  all  vegetables  do  not  grow 

underground. 

• Write  a question  asking  a friend  to  explain  why  he/  she  spent 
all  his/her  money. 

• Write  a sentence  telling  someone  to  close  the  gate  so  that  the 
cattle  will  remain  inside  the  fence. 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  colony.  Use  your  dictionary  to  find  the  meaning  of 

colony,  (a  settlement  of  people  in  a distant  land  that  remains 
under  the  rule  of  the  homeland) 

• Write  strawberries.  Write  a sentence  to  tell  the  different  ways 
in  which  strawberries  are  made  into  desserts,  (strawberries 
and  cream,  strawberry  shortcake,  etc.) 

• Write  vegetation.  To  what  word  in  the  list  is  it  related?  Look 
in  your  dictionary  to  find  the  meaning  of  the  word  vegetation. 
(vegetable;  plant  life,  plants  in  general) 

2.  • The  word  fence  is  a short  form  of  the  word  defence.  In  what 

way  are  their  meanings  similar?  (both  mean  a protection) 


• Write  compound  words  by  adding  earth  to  at  least  two  other 
words,  (earthworm,  earthquake,  earthbound,  etc.) 

• Write  sentences  using  the  compound  words  you  made  with 
earth. 

3.  • Explain  what  is  meant  by:  a French  colony,  a colony  of  bees. 

(a  settlement  of  people  distant  from  France,  but  under  the 
rule  of  France;  a large  number  of  bees  living  in  the  same 
place) 

• Write  three  other  words  of  which  berries  is  a part,  (rasp- 
berries, blueberries,  blackberries,  etc.) 

• Name  four  kinds  of  vegetation  that  do  not  grow  in  Canada, 
(rice,  cactus,  palm  trees,  coffee  trees,  tea  bushes,  etc.) 

4.  You  may  have  learned  in  science  that  the  earth  is  one  of  nine 
planets.  List  the  nine  planets  according  to  their  distance  from  the 
sun,  starting  with  the  nearest.  (Mercury,  Venus,  Earth,  Mars, 
Jupiter,  Saturn,  Uranus,  Neptune,  Pluto) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  raise 


3.  Write 


a.  two  words  which  end  in  le. 

b.  one  word  with  g sounded  like  j,  and  another  with  the 
regular  hard  sound  of  g. 

c.  a word  that  ends  with  three  consonants. 

4.  Read  these  sentences : 

The  dog  will  chase  the  cattle. 

The  chase  ended  in  a fight  between  the  boys. 

a.  Use  raise  in  two  different  ways. 

b.  Use  trade  in  two  different  ways. 

c.  Write  trade,  raise.  Add  ing  to  both  of  these  words. 
What  happens  to  the  final  e? 

5.  Write  the  plural  forms  of: 

gate,  flower,  vegetable,  fence,  crop. 

6.  Addition  and  subtraction  puzzles 

a.  Take  g from  gate  and  wh  from  wheat,  and  you  have  two 
related  words.  What  are  they? 

b.  Start  with  cat,  add  three  little  letters,  and  you’ll  end  up 
with  many  animals  of  a different  kind  altogether.  What  have 
you? 

c.  Take  early  and  change  its  ending  for  th.  You’ll  find  you 
are  living  on  it. 

d.  Take  away  the  first  four  letters  from  a word  in  the 
spelling  list.  You’ll  be  able  to  eat  it  on  what’s  left. 

GOOD  HANDWRITING  IS  IMPORTANT  TO  GOOD  SPELLING. 
HAVE  ALL  YOUR  ANSWERS  BEEN  NEATLY  AND 
CAREFULLY  WRITTEN? 
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22 


NAMES  OF  PEOPLE 


uncle 

woman 

soldier 


aunt 

master 

teacher 


cousin 

parents 

captain 


brother 

son 

principal 


war 


favourite 


CLIMB  THE  SIX  STUDY  STEPS  IN 
LEARNING  TO  SPELL  THESE  WORDS. 


1.  a.  Write  woman.  Under  woman  write  all  the  words  from 
the  list  which  could  be  women. 

b.  Write  uncle.  Under  uncle  write  all  the  words  which  could 
be  men. 

c.  Write  the  words  which  could  refer  to  either  men  or 
women. 

d.  On  your  paper,  draw  this  table,  and  then  complete  it. 


MALE 

FEMALE 

mistress 

man 

uncle 

sister 

2.  Use  ’s  to  show  ownership;  e.g.,  my  (brother)  book 

my  brother’s  book 

a.  the  (soldier)  brother,  d.  the  (captain)  son, 

b.  the  (woman)  parents,  e.  the  (principal)  cousin. 

c.  my  (uncle)  teacher, 

3.  a.  Write  all  the  words  which  name  relatives. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  22 


Introducing  the  Words 

Since  nine  of  the  words  are  among  those  most  commonly  misspelled, 
particular  care  should  be  taken  in  teaching  these  to  the  class.  The 
words  might  be  introduced  by  having  pupils  find  the  names  of  relatives 
in  the  list.  Group  these  on  the  chalkboard  - uncle,  aunt,  cousin,  parents, 
brother,  son.  Then  list  the  other  words  and  have  pupils  use  them  in 
sentences  orally  to  show  their  meanings.  Some  words  like  captain  and 
master  may  be  used  with  several  different  meanings,  e.g.,  captain  of  a 
team,  captain  in  the  army;  master  of  the  house,  a master  of  music,  a 
master’s  degree,  Master  Tom  Brown,  to  master  a subject.  Note  that  the 
words  master  and  pHncipal  are  “describing”  words  as  well  as  “name” 
words,  e.g.,  a master  key,  a master  bedroom,  a master  record.  Principal 
is  used  as  a “describing”  word  much  more  often  than  it  is  used  as  a 
“name”  word  - the  principal  dancer,  the  principal  player,  the  principal 
clause,  etc.  Do  not  expect  pupils  to  include  all  the  meanings  at  this 
grade  level,  but  be  pleased  if  the  bright  pupils  suggest  some  of  the  less 
common  meanings. 

Teaching  the  Words 

Note  the  short  u sound  for  ou  in  cousin  and  for  o in  brother  and  in 
son.  Note  the  z sound  for  s in  cousin.  Underline  the  au  combination 
for  the  short  a sound  in  aunt.  Trace  in  coloured  chalk  the  le  ending 
of  uncle,  as  in  cattle  in  the  previous  unit,  and  the  in  ending  of  cousin, 
a review  word  from  Unit  3.  Have  pupils  find  the  one  plural  noun, 
parents,  and  write  its  singular  form. 

Circle  the  wo  in  ivoman  and  draw  attention  to  the  short  u sound  for 
o.  Underline  the  word  man  in  woman.  Pupils  may  be  interested  to  learn 
that  woman  was  derived  from  Anglo-Saxon,  wifmann,  literally  mean- 
ing wife  of  man.  Note  the  long  o sound  for  o in  soldier.  Underline  the 
dier  ending  of  soldier,  pronounced  jer,  the  ain  ending  of  captain,  pro- 
nounced in,  and  the  al  ending  of  principal.  Note  the  long  e sound  of  ea 
in  teacher,  and  the  soft  c before  i in  principal. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  aunt,  teacher,  cousin,  principal,  captain,  parents;  b.  uncle, 
soldier,  master,  teacher,  cousin,  captain,  brother,  son,  principal,  parents ; 
c.  teacher,  cousin,  captain,  principal,  parents ; d.  master,  woman,  aunt, 
brother. 

Ex.  2.  a:  soldier’s;  b.  woman’s;  c.  uncle’s;  d.  captain’s;  e.  prin- 
cipal’s. 

Ex.  3.  a:  uncle,  aunt,  cousin,  parents,  brother,  son;  b.  son,  teacher, 
uncle,  ship. 

Ex.  4 : Accept  reasonable  answers. 

Ex.  5.  a:  uncle,  aunt,  cousin;  b.  dier;  c.  brother,  son. 

Ex.  6.  a:  aunt,  son;  b.  soldiers,  cousins,  sons;  c.  soldier’s  cap, 
captain’s  son,  master’s  dog. 

Dictating 

Dictate  the  words  in  context,  but  vary  the  order  of  the  dictation. 


Check  carefully  to  be  sure  no  errors  are  overlooked;  have  pupils  make 
corrections. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Write  the  words  from  the  list  that 

• end  in  er;  (soldier,  master,  teacher,  brother) 

® have  the  short  u sound;  (cousin,  uncle,  son,  brother) 

• begin  with  the  same  consonant  and  end  with  the  same  con- 
sonant. (cousin,  captain) 

2.  Re-write  the  following  sentences,  using  a word  from  the  list  for 
each  of  the  underlined  groups  of  words. 

• My  mother  and  father  spoke  to  the  teacher,  (parents) 

® The  headmaster  of  the  school  was  strict,  (principal) 

© My  uncle's  son  is  in  my  brother’s  class,  (cousin) 

3.  Write  brother.  Write  one  letter  in  place  of  br  to  make  the  name 
of  another  relative,  (mother) 

4.  Who  Am  I? 

® Remove  the  u and  I am  the  name  of  a little  insect,  (aunt  - ant) 

• Take  off  my  first  letter  and  I name  a flower,  (master  - aster) 

© I am  your  aunt’s  son.  (cousin) 

• Take  off  my  last  four  letters,  add  e,  and  I am  the  name  of  a 
queen’s  son.  (principal  - prince) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  war.  Write  four  other  words  that  begin  with  wa.  (water, 

want,  warm,  wasp,  walk,  etc.) 

• Add  other  words  to  war  to  make  at  least  two  compound  words, 
(warship,  warfare,  warhead,  warlike,  etc.) 

• Write  favourite.  Underline  the  root  word.  What  is  your 
favourite  food  ? (favour) 

• Write  at  least  two  other  words  from  the  same  root  as 
favourite,  (favourable,  favouritism,  favoured,  disfavour,  etc.) 

2.  Write  sentences  with  words  that  are  homonyms  of  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 'principal , son,  war.  (principle,  sun,  wore) 

3.  ® Write  four  other  words  like  teacher  and  cousin  that  could 

represent  either  man  or  woman,  (friend,  relative,  guest,  visitor, 
doctor,  etc.) 

• A soldier  fights  for  his  country  in  time  of  war.  Name  some 
other  men  who  also  help  to  protect  their  country,  (sailor,  air- 
man, policeman,  etc.) 

4.  A young  person  is  called  a child.  Write  the  words  for  each  of  the 
following : 

© a young  horse;  (colt)  • a young  cow;  (calf) 

© a young  dog;  (puppy  or  pup)  © a young  cat;  (kitten) 

• a young  sheep;  (lamb)  © a young  bear,  (cub) 

5.  What  title  is  given  to  a teacher  at  a college  or  university?  (pro- 
fessor or  lecturer) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  principal,  soldier,  cousin,  captain 
MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  EARLIER  BOOKS:  uncle  (3),  woman  (3),  aunt  (3), 
teacher  (2),  brother  (2) 


b.  Write  these  two  columns  of  words.  Join  the  words  which 
belong  together.  One  is  done  for  you. 


soldier 

uncle 

ship 

teacher 

son 


parer"- 

scho< 

war 


aunt 

captain 


4.  a.  Write  a question  about  a principal  and  a teacher, 
b.  Write  a statement  with  parents  as  the  subject. 

5.  a.  Three  words  use  the  letter  u.  Write  the  words. 

b.  Write  soldier.  Circle  the  letter  or  letters  which  have  an 
unusual  pronunciation. 

c.  Write  two  words  which  use  o to  spell  the  short  u sound. 

d.  Write  uncle  and  principal.  Circle  the  last  two  letters 
of  each  word.  Notice  the  difference  in  spelling  the  last  syllable 

of  uncle  and  principal. 

6.  a.  Write  all  the  one-syllable  words. 

b.  Write  the  plural  forms  of  soldier,  cousin,  and  son. 

c.  Write  phrases  telling  that 

(1)  the  woman  owns  a hat, 

(2)  the  soldier  owns  a cap, 

(3)  the  captain  has  a son, 

(4)  the  master  has  a dog. 

Example:  (1)  the  woman’s  hat. 


7. 


Write  a story  about  this  pic- 
ture. What  happened  next? 
Use  at  least  one  word  which 
needs  an  apostrophe  to  show 
ownership. 
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23 

brave 

wild 

heavy 

strong 

easy 

hungry 

sad 

loud 

short 

busy 

quick 

thick 

lazy 

gay 

angry 


WORDS  THAT  DESCRIBE 


JIM  JACK  JERRY 


short  shorter  shortest 


All  the  words  in  this  list  can  be  used  to 
describe  people  or  things.  Short  tells  you 
about  Jim’s  size.  By  adding  er  and  est  to 
short  you  are  able  to  tell  even  more  about 
Jack’s  size  and  Jerry’s  size. 

1.  Compare  these  sounds,  and  describe  them 

as  loud,  louder,  loudest ; e.g., 

a.  (1)  loudest,  (2)  loud,  (3)  louder. 


a.  (1)  an  aeroplane  motor, 

(2)  an  alarm  clock, 

(3)  a car  engine. 

b.  (1)  a man  walking, 

(2)  children  tramping, 

(3)  an  army  marching. 


c.  (1)  a train  whistle, 

(2)  a factory  whistle, 

(3)  a toy  whistle. 

d.  (1)  a dog’s  bark, 

(2)  a lion’s  roar, 

(3)  a cat’s  meow. 


2.  a.  Write  a different  word  from  the  list  to  describe  each 
of  the  following: 

a bear,  a noise,  an  arithmetic  problem,  a street,  a weight, 
b.  Which  words  from  the  list  are  often  used  to  describe: 
a beaver,  a lion,  a flash? 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  23 


Introducing  the  Unit 

Since  this  unit  is  so  closely  related  to  the  study  of  descriptive  words, 
it  might  be  advisable  to  arrange  language  lessons  on  the  use  of  the 
suffixes  er  and  est  to  show  the  degrees  of  comparison,  to  precede  or 
coincide  with  the  teaching  of  this  unit. 

Be  sure  that  pupils  understand  that  er  is  added  when  comparing  two 
things,  and  est  is  used  for  more  than  two.  Group  the  words  according 
to  their  endings,  as  shown  below.  Add  er  and  est  to  each  word. 

1.  Words  ending  in  two  consonants  - wild,  wilder,  wildest ; strong, 
stronger,  strongest’,  short,  shorter,  shortest’,  quick,  quicker, 
quickest’,  thick,  thicker,  thickest. 

2.  Words  ending  in  a consonant  preceded  by  a vowel  combination  - 
loud,  louder,  loudest. 

3.  Words  ending  in  silent  e - brave,  braver,  bravest. 

4.  Words  ending  in  y - heavy,  heavier,  heaviest ; easy,  easier,  easiest’, 
hungry,  hungrier,  hungriest’,  busy,  busier,  busiest ; lazy,  lazier, 
laziest. 

5.  Words  ending  in  a consonant  preceded  by  a single  vowel  - sad, 
sadder,  saddest. 

Teaching  the  Unit 

For  a structural  approach  to  the  words,  note  the  long  vowel  sound 
of  a in  brave  and  lazy,  and  of  i in  ivild.  Heavy  has  the  ea  combination 
for  the  short  e sound,  but  easy  has  the  long  e sound  for  ea.  Ou  in  loud 
has  the  same  sound  as  in  hour  and  found.  Quick  and  thick  are  rhyming 
words,  identical  except  for  their  initial  letter  partners.  Box  the  qu  of 
quick  and  stress  that  q is  always  followed  by  u - quack,  quarrel, 
quest,  quit,  etc.  Easy  and  busy  end  in  sy,  which  sounds  like  zy  in  lazy. 
Note  also  that  the  u in  busy  sounds  like  short  i.  Divide  hungry  into 
syllables  - hun\gry  - and  note  that  n and  g are  in  separate  syllables. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  b:  (1)  loud,  (2)  louder,  (3)  loudest;  c.  (1)  louder,  (2) 
loudest,  (3)  loud;  d.  (1)  louder,  (2)  loudest,  (3)  loud. 

Ex.  2.  a:  wild,  heavy,  strong,  hungry;  loud;  easy  or  short;  busy  or 
short;  heavy;  b.  busy,  strong,  quick. 

Ex.  3.  a:  (1)  heavy,  heavier,  heaviest,  (2)  heavier,  heavy,  heaviest; 
b.  e.g.,  A busy  bee  flew  by.  Of  the  two,  that  one  is  the  busier  ant.  The 
busiest  spider  did  not  stop  to  eat  the  fly. 

Ex.  4 : Accept  reasonable  answers. 

Ex.  5.  a : quick,  thick ; b.  heavy ; c.  sad ; d.  quick ; u ; e.  lazy. 

Ex.  6 : sad,  thick,  easy. 

Ex.  7 : Encourage  pupils  to  be  original  in  their  writing. 

Re-teaching 

Follow  the  usual  procedure  for  dictation  and  checking.  Base  the  re- 
teaching on  the  errors  made  by  the  pupils. 


FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  ® Write  words  from  the  list  that  mean  the  opposite  of  slow,  long, 

cowardly,  tame,  (quick,  short,  brave,  wild) 

• Write  the  words  whose  first  letters  spell  the  word  WELL, 
(wild,  easy,  loud,  lazy) 

• List  the  words  that  have  only  one  vowel,  (wild,  strong,  sad, 
short,  thick) 

2.  Short,  shorter,  shortest  show  three  forms  of  the  describing  word 
short.  In  three  columns,  under  these  words,  write  the  three  forms 
for  each  of  the  following:  easier,  thickest,  loud,  lazier,  busy, 
saddest,  wild,  brave,  strongest,  quicker,  hungry,  heaviest,  (easy, 
easier,  easiest;  thick,  thicker,  thickest;  loud,  louder,  loudest;  lazy, 
lazier,  laziest;  busy,  busier,  busiest;  sad,  sadder,  saddest;  wild, 
wilder,  wildest;  brave,  braver,  bravest;  strong,  stronger, 
strongest;  quick,  quicker,  quickest;  hungry,  hungrier,  hungriest; 
heavy,  heavier,  heaviest) 

3.  Write  the  words  that 

• end  in  y;  (heavy,  easy,  hungry,  busy,  lazy) 

• have  a vowel  combination ; (heavy,  easy,  loud) 

• end  in  a consonant  blend ; (wild,  strong) 

• have  a long  vowel  sound,  (brave,  wild,  easy,  lazy) 

4.  Using  a word  from  the  list,  answer  each  of  the  following  questions : 

• Are  you  hungry  when  you  wake  up  in  the  morning?  (hungry) 

• Was  the  exercise  easy  to  do  ? (easy) 

• Does  a bee  make  a loud  buzz?  (loud) 

• Why  was  Mary  sad  this  morning?  (sad) 

5.  • Write  lazy  or  not  lazy  after  each  of  the  following: 

a.  a boy  who  didn’t  bother  to  finish  his  exercise ; 

b.  a man  who  loaded  a truck  very  quickly ; 

c.  a woman  who  always  has  her  housework  done. 

(a  - lazy;  b,c  - not  lazy) 

® Write  busy  with  each  of  the  following  that  is  usually  con- 
sidered to  be  busy:  bee,  hummingbird,  tortoise,  bus-driver,  (all 
except  the  tortoise) 

• Use  the  word  thick  in  a sentence  to  describe  something  that  is 
thick.  Use  the  word  sad  in  a sentence  about  someone  who  is 
sad.  Use  the  word  wild  in  a sentence  about  something  that  is 
wild. 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  © Write  gay.  Write  two  other  words  that  describe  the  same 

feeling,  (happy,  merry,  cheerful,  jolly,  etc.) 

® Write  angry.  Write  the  word  from  the  list  that  ends  in  the  same 
four  letters.  Use  these  two  words  in  one  sentence  about  a bear, 
(hungry;  e.g.,  The  angry  bear  was  very  hungry.) 

2.  Write  the  following  sentences,  changing  each  underlined  word  to 
a word  with  a similar  meaning. 

• The  soldiers  fought  bravely,  (courageously,  valiantly,  etc.) 


• Jack  was  so  hungry  that  he  was  weak,  (famished,  etc.) 

• The  pack  was  very  heavy,  (weighty,  burdensome,  etc.) 

• A wild  storm  swept  through  the  land,  (violent,  fierce,  etc.) 

• The  thunder  was  very  loud,  (deafening,  resounding,  etc.) 
e The  music  was  very  sad.  (sorrowful,  melancholy,  etc.) 

• Never  be  lazy  when  there  is  work  to  do.  (indolent,  inactive, 
etc.) 

3.  • Add  er  and  est  to  gay  and  angry.  Why  does  the  y change  to  i 

in  only  one  of  these  words?  (gay,  gayer,  gayest;  angry,  angrier, 
angriest;  y is  preceded  by  a vowel  in  gay) 

• Write  four  other  words  that  end  in  ong.  (long,  wrong,  gong, 
prong,  song,  thong,  etc.) 

• Write  four  other  words  that  begin  with  qu.  (queen,  queer, 
quart,  quiet,  quite,  etc.) 

4.  Replace  each  underlined  word  with  a word  that  means  the  opposite. 

• The  easy  problem  was  for  clever  pupils,  (difficult,  hard,  etc.) 

• The  goalkeeper’s  pads  were  thick,  (thin) 

• Their  visit  seemed  very  short,  (long) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  easy,  busy 


3.  a.  Write  heavy,  heavier,  heaviest  correctly  after  the 
following.  (Notice  the  change  of  y to  i.) 

(1)  Baby  Bear,  Mother  Bear,  Father  Bear. 

(2)  ten  bricks,  one  brick,  a ton  of  bricks. 

b.  Use  the  words  in  bold  type  correctly: 

(1)  busy  bee,  (2)  busier  ant,  (3)  busiest  spider. 

4.  Use  the  words  in  bold  type  in  your  answers. 

a.  At  what  time  of  the  day  are  you  hungriest? 

b.  Which  school  subjects  do  you  find  easy? 

c.  Which  is  easiest? 

d.  Which  wild  beast  do  you  think  is  bravest? 

e.  How  lazy  are  you? 

5.  a.  Which  words  in  the  list  rhyme? 

b.  In  which  word  does  the  combination  ea  spell  e? 

c.  Which  three-letter  word  means  the  opposite  of  happy? 

d.  Which  word  has  the  combination  qu?  What  letter  is 
always  used  with  q ? 

e.  Which  word  contains  the  last  two  letters  of  the  alphabet? 
Be  careful  how  you  write  the  letter  z. 

6.  Find  words  in  the  list  that  are  often  used  with  these  words: 

long,  lonely,  thin,  free. 

Like  this:  loud  and  long. 

7.  Write  a paragraph  about  the  laziest  person  you  know.  How 
do  you  know  he  is  lazy?  What  happens  because  he  is  so  lazy? 
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24 


TAKING  ANOTHER  LOOK 


aunt 

busy 

cousin 

easy 

fourth 

guess 

earth 

lead 

minute 

passed 

raise 

soldier 

teacher 

uncle 

principal 

woman 

goal 

hour 

sweater 

vegetable 

dropped 

heavy 

hungry 

shopping 

swim 


The  barber  shop  The  barber  shop  The  barber  shop 

was  busy  on  was  busier  on  was  busiest  on 

Monday.  Tuesday.  Saturday. 

a.  Write  busy.  Draw  a circle  around  the  y in  busy. 

b.  What  letter  in  busy  was  changed  before  er  and  est  were 
added? 

c.  Write  easy  and  heavy.  Add  er  and  est  to  these  words. 
Remember  what  happens  to  the  letter  y. 


2. 


a.  Write  the  words  in  the  list  that  are  opposite  in  meaning 
to: 

lower,  difficult,  light,  idle. 


b.  Write  shopping.  What  is  the  root  word  of  shopping? 

c.  Write  the  word  from  the  list  which  rhymes  with  shopped. 

d.  Write  swim.  Add  ing  to  swim.  What  did  you  do  to  the 
final  consonant  of  swim? 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  24 


Working  with  the  Words 

Dictate  all  the  review  words  to  the  class.  Allow  pupils  who  have 
no  errors  to  proceed  with  the  work  “For  Good  Spellers”.  Be  sure  to 
check  these  exercises  carefully  with  the  pupils  so  that  they  realize 
the  importance  of  this  work  for  them. 

Re-teach  the  words  that  were  misspelled  to  the  pupils  who  had 
errors.  Try  to  present  them  as  if  they  were  new  words,  emphasizing 
the  parts  that  caused  difficulty.  Review  any  spelling  principles  involved, 
and  illustrate  them  by  examples  from  the  list.  E.g.,  doubling  the  final 
consonant  of  one-syllable  words  ending  in  a single  consonant  preceded 
by  a single  vowel  - dropped,  shopping,  swim ; hard  and  soft  g - goal, 
hungry,  guess,  vegetable ; the  suffix  er  to  form  a noun  from  a verb  - 
sweater,  teacher ; y suffix  indicating  an  adjective  - hungry,  easy,  busy, 
heavy ; ea  with  the  short  sound  of  e - heavy,  sweater ; ea  with  the  long 
sound  of  e - easy,  teacher ; unusual  spellings  of  vowel  sounds  - woman, 
earth. 

In  the  re-teaching,  group  the  words  wherever  possible.  Circle  the  di 
in  soldier,  which  sounds  like  j.  Note  that  ou  has  three  distinct  sounds 
in  this  list  - ou  in  hour  has  the  usual  sound  as  in  found ; ou  in  cousin 
has  the  short  u sound;  ou  in  fourth  is  influenced  by  r and  the  u is 
silent.  Other  vowel  combinations  include  au  in  aunt,  ai  in  raise,  oa  in 
goal.  Circle  the  silent  h in  hour  and  underline  the  in  ending  of  cousin. 

Have  pupils  pick  out  the  root  word  in  passed,  and  note  that  the 
double  s is  part  of  the  root  word,  pass.  Guess  also  ends  in  double  s, 
and  has  a silent  u to  keep  the  g hard. 

By  means  of  coloured  chalk  or  boxes,  emphasize  the  ute  ending  of 
minute,  pronounced  it  when  it  is  a “name”  word ; u in  busy,  pronounced 
short  i;  al  ending  of  principal,  and  ier  ending  of  soldier-,  and  the 
second  short  e in  vegetable.  Note  that  principal  is  also  a “describing” 
word. 

Have  pupils  write  the  following  words  and  box  the  small  word 
that  can  be  seen  in  each:  fourth  - four,  teacher  - teach,  hour  - our, 
principal  - pal,  woman  - man,  and  vegetable  - table. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  b:  y changed  to  i;  c.  easier,  easiest;  heavier,  heaviest. 

Ex.  2.  a:  raise,  easy,  heavy,  busy;  b.  shop;  c.  dropped;  d.  swim- 
ming; doubled  it. 

Ex.  3.  a : fourth,  passed ; b.  sweaters,  vegetables,  guesses ; c.  fourth, 
goal,  guess,  heavy,  hour,  hungry;  d.  shopping,  soldier,  sweater,  swim. 

Ex.  4.  a:  aunt,  uncle,  cousin;  b.  teacher,  principal,  soldier,  woman; 
c.  fourth;  d.  lead. 

Ex.  5:  Accept  reasonable  answers. 

Ex.  6.  a:  principal;  b.  vegetable;  c.  minute;  d.  earth;  e.  woman 
or  aunt. 

EXTRA  HELP 

Ex.  2.  a:  ®our;  minute;  c.  hour,  cousin. 

Ex.  3.  a:  sweater;  b.  easy. 


Ex.  4.  a : e - teacher,  easy,  lead ; e - heavy,  sweater,  lead ; b.  lead ; 
e - to  guide  someone,  e - a metal,  or  the  material  used  in  pencils ; c.  in 
earth,  ear  has  the  sound  of  er. 

Ex.  5.  a:  guess,  passed,  dropped,  shopping;  b.  guess,  passed; 
c.  busy,  heavy,  hungry,  easy;  d.  aunt. 

Ex.  6.  a:  soldier,  vegetable;  c.  raised,  raising. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

After  the  first  dictation,  concentrate  on  re-teaching  and  dictating 
only  the  words  misspelled  by  the  pupils.  When  almost  all  the  class  have 
mastered  the  unit,  include  all  pupils  again  in  a final  test  to  record 
their  achievement. 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

Ex.  1.  a:  minus;  b.  minuend;  c.  minimum. 

Ex.  2:  peas,  carrots,  corn,  squash,  turnip,  onion,  potatoes,  etc. 

Ex.  3 : first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth, 
tenth. 

Ex.  4.  a:  minute,  tiny,  wee,  diminutive,  puny,  etc.;  b.  warrior, 
trooper,  rifleman,  private,  gunner,  etc.;  c.  hockey,  lacrosse,  soccer, 
football,  broomball,  etc. ; d.  water-skiing,  boating,  diving,  etc. 

Ex.  5:  duchess,  princess,  niece,  sister,  mother,  grandmother,  nurse, 
stewardess,  etc. 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  fourth,  passed,  dropped,  busy,  raise, 
principal,  cousin,  lead,  soldier,  easy,  minute,  hour 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  EARLIER  BOOKS:  aunt  (3),  uncle  (3),  woman  (3) 
teacher  (2) 


FOR  TEACHERS  ONLY 


In  addition  to  the  formal  evaluation  of  a spelling  test,  it  is 

well  to  consider  the  growth  of  the  pupils  on  the  basis  of  the 

following  observations. 

1.  Self-motivation  - Is  the  pupil  aware  of  the  value  of  correct 
spelling  and  sincere  in  his  efforts  to  achieve  spelling  power? 

2.  Self-discipline  - Can  the  pupil  be  depended  upon  to  study 
the  words  without  help? 

3.  Dictionary  skills  - Is  the  pupil  gaining  proficiency  in  finding 
words  in  a dictionary?  Does  he  make  use  of  a dictionary 
when  necessary  and  without  help  or  suggestion? 

4.  Work  habits  - Does  the  pupil  proof-read  his  own  work  con- 
sistently and  effectively?  Does  he  keep  an  accurate  list  of 
misspelled  words? 

5.  Correlation  - Are  spelling  words  consistently  spelled  correct- 
ly in  other  written  work?  Is  the  general  spelling  proficiency 
of  the  pupil  improving  in  all  written  work?  Is  the  writing 
vocabulary  of  the  pupil  increasing? 


3.  a.  Write  the  words  which  are  made  from  four  and  pass. 

b.  Write  these  words  and  after  each  write  its  plural: 
sweater,  vegetable,  guess.  Be  careful  of  the  last  word. 

c.  Write  in  alphabetical  order  the  words  from  the  list 
which  you  would  find  in  a dictionary  between  easy  and 

hungry. 

d.  Do  the  same  for  the  words  between  raise  and  teacher. 

4.  a.  Write  the  three  words  which  are  titles  of  members  of 
the  family. 

b.  Write  all  other  names  of  people. 

c.  Write  the  word  which  comes  between  third  and  fifth. 

d.  Which  word  has  two  pronunciations  for  ea? 

5.  a.  Tell  in  a line  or  two  about  something  that  happened  to  a 

lead  soldier. 

b.  Use  goal  and  fourth  to  tell  something  about  a hockey 
game. 

6.  Write  a word  from  the  list  which  means: 

a.  the  head  of  a school, 

b.  a plant  used  for  food, 

c.  a small  part  of  an  hour, 

d.  the  planet  you  live  on, 

e.  a female  person. 


STUDY  THE  WORDS  IN  YOUR  OWN  SPELLING  LIST. 
Extra  Help 

1.  a.  Write  aunt.  You  are  a nephew  or  niece  of  your  aunt. 
Remember  the  u in  aunt. 

b.  Write  uncle  and  cousin.  Notice  that  there  is  a u in  each 
of  these  words  too.  Underline  the  u in  uncle  and  the  ou  in 
cousin. 
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2.  a.  Write  hour.  Draw  a circle  around  the  silent  letter. 

b.  Write  the  word  in  the  list  which  means  part  of  an  hour. 

c.  Write  fourth.  Draw  a line  under  ou  in  this  word.  Now 
write  two  other  words  from  the  list  which  have  the  vowel 
partners  ou.  Draw  a line  under  ou  in  each  of  the  words  you 
wrote.  Notice  that  ou  has  a different  sound  in  each  of  these 
words. 


3.  Easy  and  sweater  both  have  the  vowel  partners  ea. 

a.  Write  the  word  in  which  ea  has  the  short  e sound. 

b.  Write  the  word  in  which  ea  has  the  long  e sound. 


4. 


1 


2 


a.  Make  a chart  like  this.  In  Column  1,  write  all  the  words  in 
the  list  which  have  ea  spelling  the  long  sound  of  e.  In  Column 
2 write  the  words  in  which  ea  has  the  short  sound  of  e.  Draw 
a line  under  ea  in  each  word  you  write. 

b.  One  word  in  the  list  could  be  written  in  both  Column  1 
and  2. 

Use  this  word  with  the  meaning  it  has  when  you  pronounce  it 
with  the  long  sound  of  "e,  and  when  you  pronounce  it  with  the 
short  e sound. 

c.  Write  earth.  Why  does  it  not  belong  on  your  chart? 

5.  a.  Write  the  words  in  which  you  find  ss  and  pp.  Underline 
the  double  letters. 

b.  Write  the  words  in  which  the  double  letters  are  in  the  root 
word. 
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c.  Write  all  the  words  which  end  in  y. 

d.  Write  woman.  Write  the  word  from  the  list  which  always 
refers  to  a woman. 

6.  a.  Which  words  have  the  sound  of  j without  using  j in  the 
spelling? 

b.  Write  guess.  Draw  a line  under  the  u in  guess. 

c.  Write  raise.  Circle  ai.  Add  ed  and  ing  to  raise. 

For  Good  Spellers 

1.  The  word  minute  comes  from  minutus,  originally  from  Latin 
minor  or  minus  meaning  less  or  smaller.  Many  English  words  are 
derived  from  this  Latin  root.  By  using  a dictionary,  find  words 
which  begin  with  min  and  have  these  meanings: 

a.  a sign  used  in  subtraction. 

b.  the  number  from  which  you  subtract  another  number. 

c.  the  smallest  amount  possible. 

2.  Write  the  names  of  as  many  vegetables  as  you  can.  Check  the 
spelling  in  a dictionary. 

3.  The  word  fourth  is  called  the  ordinal  of  four.  First  is  the 
ordinal  of  one.  Write  the  ordinals  for  all  the  numbers  from  one 
to  ten. 

4.  a.  Find  and  write  at  least  four  words  which  mean  very  small. 

b.  Write  two  or  three  words  which  mean  soldier. 

c.  Name  two  or  three  games  which  need  goals  for  scoring. 

d.  Name  two  water  sports  in  addition  to  swimming. 

5.  Aunt  is  always  a woman.  Write  as  many  words  as  you  know 
which  always  refer  to  women;  e.g.,  queen. 
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25 


WORDS  ABOUT  GEOGRAPHY 


ocean 

mountain 

valley 

north 

pole 

cool 

desert 

south 

mile 

dry 

flood 

low 

jungle 

polar 

geography 

climate 

1.  Answer  these  questions  using  words  from  the  list  in  every 
answer.  The  picture  will  help  you. 

a.  Where  does  the  river  run? 

b.  Where  does  the  river  begin? 

c.  What  is  the  low  land  between  mountains  called? 

d.  When  is  a river  valley  most  likely  to  flood? 

e.  Does  a flood  come  to  high  or  to  low  land? 

2.  After  the  right  letter,  write  ocean,  desert,  or  mountain  on 
your  paper.  Example : a.  ocean. 

a.  Pacific,  b.  Atlantic,  c.  Sahara,  d.  Rocky, 
e.  Alps,  f.  Arctic. 

3.  Words  from  the  list  will  help  you  answer  these  questions: 

a.  Which  direction  is  opposite  to  north? 

b.  In  which  direction  is  the  north  pole  from  you? 

c.  Is  the  air  over  the  desert  moist  or  dry? 

d.  Is  the  air  over  a snow-capped  mountain  warm  or  cool? 

e.  Which  word  is  a measurement  of  distance? 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  25 


Introducing  the  Unit 

As  the  title  suggests,  this  unit  is  intended  to  correlate  the  spelling 
lesson  with  words  frequently  used  in  social  studies.  Since  none  of  these 
words  is  among  those  commonly  misspelled,  it  is  unlikely  that  pupils 
will  encounter  much  spelling  difficulty.  You  may  wish  to  supplement 
the  list  with  other  words  from  geography  topics  that  have  been  taken 
previously.  The  picture  lends  itself  to  presentation  of  some  of  the 
words  in  context,  and  Exercise  1,  taken  orally,  may  be  used  in  the 
introduction. 

Teaching  the  Words 

Words  might  be  grouped  for  study  as  “name”  words  and  as 
“describing”  words.  Note  that  several  words,  such  as  north  and  south, 
may  be  included  in  both  groups. 

Pole  and  mile  both  end  in  silent  e,  which  makes  the  preceding  vowel 
long.  Underline  the  ain  in  mountain,  pronounced  in,  and  relate  it  to 
captain,  taken  earlier.  Underline  the  ou  combination  in  mountain  and 
south,  with  the  same  sound  as  ow  in  cow.  Note  the  short  u sound  for 
oo  in  flood,  and  the  ey  ending  of  valley  as  in  key  and  hockey. 

Teach  that  the  accent  in  desert  is  on  the  first  syllable  when  it  is  a 
“name”  word,  and  on  the  second  syllable  when  it  is  a “doing”  word. 
Illustrate  the  two  pronunciations  with  oral  examples;  e.g.,  The  desert 
is  dry.  Do  not  desert  your  team. 

In  ocean,  mark  the  long  o at  the  beginning,  and  circle  the  cean, 
which  is  pronounced  shun.  Pupils  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  ocean 
is  derived  from  the  Greek  word  okeanos,  the  name  of  a great  river  or 
sea  that  they  believed  circled  the  earth.  The  god  of  this  sea  was 
Oceanus  and  his  people  who  lived  in  the  sea  were  Oceanids.  Pupils  will 
also  be  interested  to  learn  that  geography  comes  from  the  Greek  gaia, 
ge,  meaning  earth,  and  graphe,  meaning  description. 

Cool,  dry,  and  low  can  be  used  as  “describing”  words  or  as  “doing” 
words.  Note  the  hard  c before  the  double  o in  cool,  the  long  i sound  for 
y in  dry,  and  the  long  o sound  for  ow  in  low. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  e.g.,  to  the  ocean,  through  the  valley,  etc.;  b.  in  the  moun- 
tain ; c.  valley ; d.  in  the  spring ; e.  low. 

Ex.  2 : ocean  - a,  b,  f ; desert  - c ; mountain  - d,  e. 

Ex.  3.  a:  south;  b.  north;  c.  dry;  d.  cool;  e.  mile. 

Ex.  4.  a:  valleys;  the  y is  preceded  by  a vowel;  b.  y changes  to  i 
before  es  is  added;  he  dries;  c.  e.g.,  (1)  dry  air;  (2)  dry  dishes. 

Ex.  5.  a:  Accept  reasonable  descriptions;  b.  to  leave,  forsake, 
abandon,  etc.;  des'ert;  c.  do  sound  in  cool;  u sound  in  flood;  loose,  noon, 
roof;  d.  u;  blood;  no  change. 

Ex.  6.  a:  ocean;  b.  pole,  mile;  c.  mountain;  d.  low;  e.  valley. 

Ex.  7.  a:  flood,  ocean;  b.  mile. 


Re-teaching 

Follow  the  usual  procedure  of  dictating  the  words  in  context,  check- 
ing, and  re-teaching  the  words  misspelled  to  pupils  who  had  errors. 

For  re-teaching,  the  words  might  be  grouped  according  to  the 
number  of  syllables,  underlining  the  difficult  parts  in  each.  One- 
syllable  words  include  vole,  mile,  cool,  dry,  flood,  north,  south,  and  low. 
Two-syllable  words  are  ocean,  mountain,  valley,  and  desert. 

You  may  find  that  only  a few  words  need  much  re-teaching.  If  there 
are  only  a few  errors  in  your  class,  you  may  prefer  to  proceed  and  in- 
clude these  words  with  the  new  words  of  the  next  unit.  Use  only  those 
of  the  following  exercises  from  which  you  feel  your  pupils  would 
profit. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Answer  the  following  questions,  using  words  from  the  list  that 
rhyme  with  each  of  the  underlined  words. 

® How  high  was  the  pile  of  snow?  (mile) 

• Where  is  the  mouth  of  that  river?  (south) 

® Why  did  you  dig  such  a deep  hole?  (pole) 

• Did  you  try  to  stay  out  of  the  mud?  (dry) 

® How  does  the  water  in  the  pool  feel?  (cool) 

2.  Write 

• three  words  with  the  long  o sound ; (ocean,  pole,  low) 

e two  words  that  end  with  the  same  consonant  partners ; (north, 
south) 

• two  words  beginning  with  consonant  blends;  (dry,  flood) 

® two  words  that  end  with  the  same  consonant,  (ocean,  mountain) 

3.  • Write  north.  Add  an  ending  to  north  to  make  another  “de- 

scribing” word,  (northern) 

• Write  mountain.  Divide  mountain  into  syllables.  Change  the 
first  syllable  to  make  a word  in  Unit  22.  (moun'tain;  captain) 

• Write  low.  Add  er  and  est.  Write  sentences  containing  the  new 
words,  (lower  - of  two ; lowest  - of  more  than  two) 

® Write  flood.  This  word  is  usually  a “name”  word.  Use  it  cor- 
rectly in  a sentence  as  a “doing”  word,  (e.g.,  to  flood  a skating 
rink;  a river  floods  its  banks,  etc.) 

4.  Write  the  word  that  names 

• a body  of  salt  water;  (ocean) 

• a disaster  that  often  leaves  people  homeless ; (flood) 

• the  place  where  camels  are  often  used;  (desert) 

• the  direction  birds  fly  in  winter,  (south) 

5.  • Rearrange  the  letters  of  each  of  the  following  words  to  make 

a word  from  the  list:  canoe,  shout,  lope,  loco,  thorn,  rested. 
(ocean,  south,  pole,  cool,  north,  desert) 

• Arrange  the  two-syllable  words  from  the  list  in  alphabetical 
order,  (desert,  mountain,  ocean,  valley) 

• Write  words  from  the  list  that  rhyme  with  each  of  the  follow- 


ing  but  are  spelled  differently:  notion,  rule,  high,  goal,  tally. 
(ocean,  cool,  dry,  pole,  valley) 

6.  What  Word  Am  I? 

• Put  an  s beside  the  s I already  have  and  I am  something  good 
to  eat.  (desert  - dessert) 

• Everything  is  in  the  middle  of  me.  (valley  - all) 

• Change  my  final  e to  k and  you  can  drink  me.  Hear  my  middle 
vowel  change  its  sound,  (mile  - milk) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  jungle.  Tell  where  in  the  world  jungles  are  usually 

found  and  explain  why.  (near  the  equator;  hot  humid  climate 
is  needed  to  produce  jungle  growth) 

• Write  polar.  To  what  word  in  the  list  is  polar  related?  Where 
are  two  polar  regions  and  how  are  they  alike?  (pole;  around 
the  North  Pole  and  South  Pole;  very  cold,  covered  with  ice 
and  snow) 

• Write  geography.  List  at  least  five  general  topics  that  are  in- 
cluded in  the  study  of  the  geography  of  a country,  (surface, 
climate,  boundaries,  industries,  cities,  resources,  people,  etc.) 

• Write  climate.  Explain  the  difference  between  weather  and 
climate,  (weather  is  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  with  regard 
to  rain,  heat,  storms,  etc.;  climate  describes  weather  over  a 
long  period  of  time) 

2.  Write  three  words  that 

• have  graph  as  in  geography,  (paragraph,  photograph,  tele- 
graph, etc.) 

• end  in  ar  as  in  polar',  (collar,  dollar,  solar,  molar,  etc.) 

• begin  with  long  o as  in  ocean ; (opal,  odour,  open,  ogre,  etc.) 

• end  in  le  as  in  jungle,  (apple,  uncle,  cattle,  vegetable,  etc.) 

3.  • A flood  can  wipe  out  a whole  area,  leaving  the  people  homeless. 

Name  at  least  two  other  disasters  that  can  cause  similar  dam- 
age. (hurricane,  tornado,  fire,  avalanche,  etc.) 

• Use  a reference  book  to  find  the  names  of  the  oceans  of  the 
world.  (Atlantic,  Pacific,  Indian,  Arctic) 

• List  several  animals  that  live  in  the  polar  regions,  (polar  bear, 
walrus,  seal,  reindeer,  etc.) 

• Name  four  mountain  ranges  and  tell  on  what  continent  you 
find  them.  (Andes  - South  America;  Rocky  Mountains  - 
North  America;  Alps  - Europe;  Himalayas  - Asia;  Pyrenees 
- Europe,  etc.) 

4.  • Geography  has  ph  with  the  / sound.  List  at  least  four  words 

that  begin  with  these  consonant  partners,  (phonograph,  photo- 
graph, phosphorus,  physics,  physician,  phone,  etc.) 

• Replace  the  prefix  of  desert  with  another  prefix  to  make  a new 
word,  (insert,  assert,  etc.) 

• List  four  words  ending  in  ow  with  the  long  o sound.  List  two 
words  that  end  in  the  long  o sound  with  a different  spelling, 
(show,  snow,  bow,  flow,  know,  etc.;  toe,  no,  dough,  etc.) 


5.  Imagine  you  live  in  a native  hut  along  the  banks  of  a river  in 

Africa.  The  rainy  season  has  come  and  the  river  has  begun  to  flood. 

Describe  your  experiences  and  those  of  your  family.  Try  to  make 

your  story  interesting.  Proof-read  it  carefully  for  errors. 

6.  Fun  with  the  Extra  Words 

• Add  a p to  this  word  to  make  the  name  of  a tree,  (polar  - 
poplar) 

• Substitute  class  for  the  first  three  letters  of  this  word  to  name 
the  pupil  sitting  next  to  you.  (climate  - classmate) 

• Take  away  the  first  letter  and  change  one  of  the  consonants  to 
c to  name  a relative,  (jungle  - uncle) 


4.  a.  Write  valley.  Add  s for  its  plural.  Notice  that  y does  not 
change  for  the  plural.  Explain  why. 

b.  Write  I dry  the  cloth.  Change  I to  He.  What  change  must 
you  make  in  dry?  Write  the  sentence  using  He  as  the  subject. 

c.  Use  dry  (1)  to  describe  the  air  on  a summer  afternoon, 
and  (2)  to  tell  about  drying  something  wet. 

5.  a.  Tell  what  sort  of  land  desert  is. 

b.  Read  this  sentence : The  soldier  will  not  desert  his  friend. 
In  this  sentence,  what  does  desert  mean?  Write  desert  show- 
ing the  accent  on  the  second  syllable  like  this : de  sert.  Where 
is  the  accent  when  desert  means  barren  land? 

c.  Write  cool  and  flood.  What  do  you  notice  about  oo  in  these 
two  words?  Look  through  the  word  list  at  the  back  of  this 
book.  Find  and  write  at  least  two  other  words  which  have  the 
same  sound  for  oo  as  cool. 

d.  The  oo  of  flood  is  unusual.  What  short  vowel  does  it  repre- 
sent? Write  flood.  Make  another  word  by  changing  f to  b. 
Has  this  change  altered  the  vowel  sound? 


6.  Write 

a.  the  word  in  which  ce  spells  the  sound  of  sh. 

b.  two  words  where  the  final  e makes  the  middle  vowel  long. 

c.  the  word  which  rhymes  with  fountain. 

d.  the  word  in  which  ow  spells  the  long  o sound. 

e.  the  word  which  ends  in  ey. 


a.  Draw  this  puzzle,  and  do  it: 


Down:  too  much  water 
Across:  very  much  salt  water. 


b.  A riddle  — I have  2640  times  as  many  feet  as  you  have. 
What  am  I? 
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26 


A CIRCUS  PARADE 


One  day  David  watched  a circus  parade 
marching  along  the  street  and  straight  across 
the  park.  It  was  a thrilling  sight.  A giant,  tall 
enough  to  reach  the  top  of  a telephone  pole,  led 
the  way.  After  him  one  clown  followed 
another,  and  then  came  — guess  what?  A real, 
live  elephant! 

1.  Read  the  story  and  answer  the  questions 
using  words  from  the  spelling  list : 

a.  What  did  David  watch? 

b.  Where  did  the  parade  go? 

c.  How  tall  was  the  giant  ? 

d.  Who  followed  the  giant? 


giant 

circus 

parade 

across 

along 

above 

maybe 

clown 

among 

enough 

sight 

straight 

until 

camel 

lion 

tigers 


2.  a.  List  the  spelling  words  in  the  order  in  which  they  appear 
in  the  story. 

b.  Which  word  beginning  with  a does  not  appear  in  the 
story? 

c.  Write  until.  Notice  that  until  has  only  one  1. 


3.  a.  Write  straight.  What  other  word  in  the  list  ends  in  ight  ? 

b.  Add  en  to  straight.  What  does  this  new  word  mean? 

c.  What  other  word  in  the  list  has  the  combination  gh  ? What 
sound  has  gh  in  this  word?  What  sound  has  the  vowel 
combination  ou? 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  26 


Teaching  the  Words 

For  teaching  the  words,  group  them  according  to  the  number  of 
syllables  they  have : 

One-syllable  words  - clown,  sight,  straight 

Two-syllable  words  - giant,  circus,  parade,  across,  along,  above,  maybe, 
among,  enough,  until 

Box  the  ight  in  both  sight  and  straight.  Note  that  gh  is  silent  in 
both  words,  and  that  the  vowel  i in  sight  is  long,  and  the  ai  in  straight 
has  the  long  a sound.  In  clown,  be  sure  the  pupils  write  the  wn  cor- 
rectly; it  is  a difficult  writing  combination  and  often  a writing  error 
becomes  a spelling  error. 

Instruct  pupils  to  write  giant  in  syllables  - gi\ant  - and  then  as  a 
whole.  Note  the  soft  g before  the  long  i in  this  word.  Circus  offers  a 
good  example  of  soft  c and  hard  c in  a single  word.  Generally  c is  soft 
before  e,  i,  and  y,  and  hard  before  a,  o,  and  u.  Direct  pupils  to  under- 
line the  two  a’s  in  parade,  and  note  that  the  last  a is  long  because  of 
the  silent  e.  Maybe  is  a compound  word  studied  previously.  Above, 
among,  along,  and  across  all  begin  with  the  syllable  a.  Point  out  that 
the  vowel  o is  short  in  along  and  across,  but  is  pronounced  as  short  u 
in  among  and  above.  Ask  pupils  to  give  other  examples  of  o with  the 
short  u sound  - e.g.,  shove,  glove,  mother,  cover,  etc.  Have  pupils  note 
that  the  ou  in  enough  has  the  short  u sound  as  in  cousin,  previously 
studied.  Enough  has  gh  with  the  / sound.  Other  words  that  have  gh 
spelling  the  sound  of  / are  cough,  rough,  laugh,  tough,  etc.  Stress  the 
fact  that  until  has  only  one  l,  as  this  point  is  often  a source  of  diffi- 
culty. Relate  the  il  ending  to  pupil  and  pencil. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a : circus  parade ; b.  along  the  street  and  straight  across  the 
park;  c.  tall  enough  to  reach  the  top  of  a telephone  pole;  d.  a clown 
and  then  an  elephant. 

Ex.  2.  a:  circus,  parade,  along,  straight,  across,  sight,  giant, 
enough,  clown;  b.  above,  among. 

Ex.  3.  a:  sight;  b.  straighten  - to  make  straight;  c.  enough; 
f ; short  u;  d.  sight,  enough,  clown,  above,  across. 

Ex,  4.  a:  two;  two;  b.  circle;  it  is  circular  in  shape;  c,  d.  Accept 
reasonable  examples. 

Ex.  5.  a : maybe ; b.  al  (o)  ng,  am  (o)  ng ; c.  along,  across. 

Ex.  6:  (1),  (2),  (3).' 

Re-teaching 

In  re-teaching  the  words  to  the  pupils  who  had  errors,  base  your 
approach  on  the  types  of  errors  made  by  the  pupils ; e.g.,  emphasize  one 
l in  until,  short  u sound  for  o in  above,  and  gh  for  the  / sound  in 
enough. 


FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  all  the  words  beginning  with  a in  alphabetical  order. 

(above,  across,  along,  among) 

• Write  the  words  that  end  in  e.  Circle  any  silent  e’s.  (parad@, 
abov(e),  maybe) 

2.  Write 

• the  words  that  name  people ; (giant,  clown) 

• the  words  that  tell  where  something  is;  (across,  above,  along, 
among) 

• the  word  that  means  perhaps,  (maybe) 

3.  Write  the  words  that 

• have  a long  a sound ; (parade,  maybe,  straight) 

• have  a short  u sound  and  underline  the  letters  that  make  this 
sound;  (circus,  above,  among,  enough,  until) 

• have  the  same  letter  twice;  underline  these  letters,  (circus, 
parade,  across,  straight) 

4.  Make  the  following  sentences  opposite  in  meaning  by  changing  the 

underlined  words  to  words  from  the  list. 

• The  craft  moved  rapidly  below  the  water,  (above) 

• The  dwarf  knelt  at  the  king’s  feet,  (giant) 

• The  boy  drew  a crooked  line  on  the  paper,  (straight) 

5.  What  Word  Am  I? 

• I am  big  but  my  last  three  letters  spell  the  name  of  a small 
insect,  (giant,  ant) 

• I have  two  c’s  but  my  first  one  sounds  like  my  last  letter, 
(circus) 

• My  first  syllable  spells  the  name  of  a month  of  the  year, 
(maybe,  May) 

• Leave  off  my  last  letter  and  I name  a sad  sound,  (sight,  sigh) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  From  the  Extra  Words  write  the  name  of 

• an  animal  that  is  known  as  the  King  of  Beasts;  (lion) 

• an  animal  that  is  useful  in  the  desert ; (camel) 

• the  animals  that  have  striped  coats,  (tigers) 

2.  • Write  the  Extra  Words  in  syllables,  (cam'el,  li'on,  ti'gers) 

• Write  three  two-syllable  words  with  a long  i sound,  (giant, 
lion,  tigers) 

• Write  three  other  words  ending  in  el  like  camel,  (travel,  tunnel, 
bushel,  angel,  barrel,  etc.) 

• Write  words  that  rhyme  with  straight,  but  are  spelled  differ- 
ently. (ate,  eight,  great,  strait,  mate,  etc.) 

3.  • Lions  and  tigers  belong  to  the  cat  family.  Name  another  wild 

animal  that  belongs  to  this  family,  (cougar,  panther,  cheetah, 
leopard,  bobcat,  etc.) 

© What  is  the  name  of  a camel  with  one  hump?  (dromedary) 

• Lions  are  found  in  Africa.  Name  three  other  animals  that  also 
live  there,  (monkey,  gorilla,  leopard,  zebra,  elephant,  etc.) 


4.  Name  two  great  deserts  of  the  world.  (Sahara,  Arabian,  Kalahari, 
Painted,  Mojave,  etc.) 

• The  giants  of  old  fables  were  imaginary  creatures  who  were 
usually  wicked.  Write  down  the  title  of  a fairy  story  in  which 
the  word  giant  appears.  (Jack  the  Giant  Killer) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  among,  maybe,  straight 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3 : across,  alone,  enough 


d.  Write  words  from  the  list  which  rhyme  with: 
night,  tough,  down,  glove,  moss. 

4.  a.  Write  giant.  How  many  vowel  sounds  do  you  hear?  How 
many  syllables  has  giant? 

b.  Write  circus.  Change  us  to  le.  Why  do  you  think  the 
place  where  a circus  show  is  performed  is  called  the  ring? 

c.  Write  a question  using  clown  and  circus. 

d.  Answer  your  question. 

5.  a.  Write  a compound  word  from  the  list. 

b.  Write  along  and  among.  Underline  the  consonants  which 
are  different.  Circle  the  vowel  which  is  written  the  same  in 
both  words  but  has  a different  sound. 

c.  Write  along  and  across.  Circle  a.  Underline  the  whole 
words  which  you  see  in  along  and  across. 

6.  Look  carefully  at  these  two  sentences: 

Johnny  is  standing  among  the  boys. 

Johnny  is  standing  between  Jim  and  Jack. 

Among  is  used  when  speaking  of  more  than  two  persons  or 
things.  Between  is  used  when  speaking  of  only  two  persons  or 
things. 

Write  among  after  the  number  of  the  group  where  it  would  be 
correctly  used. 

(1)  Mary  with  three  friends. 

(2)  a cat  with  a pack  of  dogs. 

(3)  a monkey  in  a cage  with  four  apes. 

(4)  a little  girl  holding  hands  with  her  two  brothers. 

7.  Pretend  you  are  a clown  in  the  circus  parade.  Tell  about  one 
or  two  things  you  do  to  make  people  laugh. 
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27 


BEGINNINGS  ARE  IMPORTANT 


become 

begin 

became 

beside 

believe 

being 

below 

blew 

knew 

flew 

threw 

grew 

throw 

belong 

Look  at  being.  Drop  ing.  The  word  that  is  left  is  very  important 
for  itself.  It  is  also  important  as  the  beginning  of  many  other 
words.  BE  is  a common  prefix;  e.g.,  beside  and  become. 

1.  a.  Write  all  the  words  from  the  list  which  begin  with  be. 
Underline  be  in  each  case. 

b.  Write  become.  Underline  the  root  word. 

c.  Write : The  man  will  become  a clown  next  year. 

Change  next  year  to  last  year.  What  change  must  you  make 
in  will  become?  Write  the  sentence,  making  the  necessary 
change. 

2.  a.  Write  beside.  Make  new  words  by  changing  side  to  low, 
neath,  hind.  Use  one  of  the  new  words  to  show  its  meaning. 

b.  Write  begin.  Write  a new  word  by  changing  the  second 
vowel  to  a. 

c.  Write  believe.  Make  a new  word  by  changing  ve  to  f. 
Write  a question  using  knew  and  belief. 

d.  Write  believe  again.  Add  d.  Add  ing.  Remember  the 
effect  that  ing  has  on  the  final  e of  believe. 

3.  The  words  in  the  third  column  have  different  beginnings. 
Look  at  them  carefully. 

a.  BL  is  a consonant  blend.  Write  the  words  which  begin 
with  consonant  blends  and  end  in  ew. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  27 


Introducing  and  Teaching  the  Words 

The  main  purpose  of  this  unit  is  twofold: 

1.  to  illustrate  that  a common  beginning  or  prefix  may  be  added  to 
many  root  words  to  make  new  words,  e.g.,  become,  became,  believe, 
begin,  beside,  and  being. 

2.  to  illustrate  that  a different  beginning  may  be  added  to  a common 
ending  to  make  new  words,  e.g.,  the  consonant  blends  bl,  fl,  and  gr  in 
blew,  flew,  and  grew,  and  the  consonant  partners  kn  and  th  in  knew 
and  threw. 

Note  that  all  the  words  in  the  unit,  with  the  exception  of  beside,  are 
“doing”  words.  You  may  wish,  at  this  time,  to  establish  present  and 
past  time  of  “doing”  words  to  show  what  happened  today  and  yester- 
day, e.g.,  Today  I throw  the  ball.  Yesterday  I threw  the  ball.  Instruct 
pupils  to  provide  the  past  forms  of  believe  and  begin,  and  the  present 
forms  of  blew,  grew,  knew,  and  flew.  Bright  pupils  will  note  that  all 
of  the  verbs  in  the  latter  group  end  in  ow,  except  fly. 

Examine  the  words  for  any  other  structural  difficulties.  The  word 
believe  is  often  misspelled  beleve.  Stress  the  ie  in  believe  and  refer  to 
the  rule  of  i before  e except  after  c;  relief,  relieve,  parallel  belief,  be- 
lieve and  might  be  of  interest  to  good  spellers.  Stress  the  two  syllables 
of  being,  and  remind  pupils  that  this  is  the  ing  form  of  the  verb,  and 
that  it  must  have  a helper  such  as  am,  are,  was,  were,  etc.  Become  and 
became  are  derived  from  come  and  came,  both  known  to  Grade  4 
children. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  become,  became,  believe,  begin,  beside,  being;  b.  become ; 

c.  The  man  became  a clown  last  year;  will  become  changes  to  became. 
Ex.  2.  a:  below,  beneath,  behind,  e.g.,  below  the  water,  beneath  the 

soil,  behind  the  car;  b.  began;  c.  belief;  d.  believed,  believing. 

Ex.  3.  a : blew,  flew,  grew ; b.  stew,  crew,  brew,  drew,  etc. ; c.  know ; 

d.  threw,  know,  grew. 

Ex.  4.  a:  knew,  threw,  blew;  b.  believe,  throw. 

Ex.  5.  a:  (1),  (2),  (5);  b.  Accept  individual  answers;  c.  They 
flew  - (1),  (3)  ; They  grew  - (2),  (4). 

Ex.  6.  a:  Accept  reasonable  examples. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

In  the  dictation,  vary  the  order  of  the  words  so  that  all  the  words 
beginning  with  be  are  not  grouped  together.  Dictating  in  context  is 
especially  important  in  this  unit  because  there  are  homonyms  for  three 
of  the  words.  Check  carefully  for  errors,  and  base  your  re-teaching 
techniques  on  the  types  of  errors  made  by  the  pupils. 


FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  From  the  list  write  all  the  words  that 

• end  in  silent  e ; (become,  became,  believe,  beside) 

• have  l as  a second  letter;  (blew,  flew) 

• have  a hard  g sound,  (begin,  grew) 

2.  Use  a word  from  the  list  to  answer  each  of  the  following  questions : 

• Do  you  believe  his  story?  (believe) 

• How  many  inches  did  you  grow  this  year?  (grew) 

• Why  did  he  throw  the  book  away?  (threw) 

• When  did  you  know  it  was  gone?  (knew) 

3.  • Write  four  words  in  the  list  to  which  ing  may  be  added.  Add 

ing  to  these  words,  (become,  believe,  begin,  throw;  becoming, 
believing,  beginning,  throwing) 

• Use  your  dictionary  to  help  you  write  a sentence  using  being  as 
a “name”  word.  Clue:  Look  under  the  word  be  to  find  being,  (a 
living  creature) 

4.  • Write  an  exclamation  using  blew  with  wind,  (e.g.,  How  the 

wind  blew!) 

• Ask  a question  using  the  word  beside,  (e.g.,  Did  you  see  the 
man  who  stood  beside  me?) 

• Write  a command  using  the  words  throw  and  ball,  (e.g., 
Throw  the  ball  to  first  base.) 

• Write  a sentence  using  the  words  became  and  beside,  (e.g.,  The 
girl  beside  me  became  very  noisy.) 

5.  Some  Riddles 

• Take  off  my  first  two  letters  and  I am  a way  to  move  a boat, 
(throw  - row) 

• Change  my  last  letter  to  a and  I become  an  insect,  (flew  - flea) 

• When  you  take  off  my  first  letter,  I am  unused,  (knew  - new) 

• My  homonym  is  a colour,  (blew  - blue) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Which  Extra  Word  means  underneath ? (below) 

• Which  Extra  Word  rhymes  with  along ‘l  (belong) 

2.  If  there  were  two  boxes  on  a shelf,  one  would  be  beside  the  other. 
Write  the  word  you  would  use  if  one  box  were 

• on  a lower  shelf ; (below) 

• farther  back  on  the  shelf ; (behind) 

• on  a higher  shelf,  (above) 

3.  • Write  several  words  other  than  threw  or  throw  that  begin  with 

the  combination  thr.  (through,  thresh,  thrill,  throttle,  thrush, 
etc.) 

• Write  three  or  four  words  in  which  g followed  by  i has  a hard 
sound,  as  in  begin,  (girl,  give,  gift,  gilt,  gimmick,  etc.) 

• Write  words  beginning  with  be  that  mean : in  front  of,  separ- 
ating two  things,  to  be  cautious,  for  this  reason,  to  act.  (before, 
between,  beware,  because,  behave) 


• Write  at  least  four  words  other  than  beside  of  which  side  is  a 
part,  (outside,  inside,  reside,  preside,  aside,  sidelong,  side- 
ways, etc.) 

4.  • Make  a list  of  words  you  might  use  in  place  of  the  word 

throw,  e.g.,  Pitch  the  ball,  (toss,  fling,  heave,  hurl,  etc.) 

• Wind  instruments  in  music  are  those  played  by  blowing  into 
them.  Name  at  least  three  wind  instruments,  (trumpet,  trom- 
bone, French  horn,  saxophone,  etc.) 

5.  Write  a story  about  a bird  that  flew  and  flew  until  it  could  fly  no 
longer.  Where  did  it  land?  What  happened  to  it?  Try  to  make 
your  story  interesting  and  exciting.  Proof-read  your  finished  copy 
carefully. 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  believe,  begin,  threw 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  knew 


b.  Make  two  new  words  by  changing  the  consonant  blends; 
e.g.,  use  st,  cr. 

c.  Write  knew.  What  is  the  root  word  of  knew? 

d.  On  your  paper,  draw  this  table,  and  then  complete  it. 


Present 

Past 

throw 

knew 

grow 

4.  a.  Write  homonyms  (words  that  are  the  same  in  form  or 
sound  but  different  in  meaning)  for  the  following  words: 

new,  through,  blue, 

b.  Which  words  in  the  list  rhyme  with 
relieve,  grow  ? 

5.  a.  Write  begin  beside  the  numbers  of  those  things  which 
usually  come  at  the  beginning  of  something: 

(1)  0 Canada,  (2)  table  of  contents,  (3)  index, 

(4)  dessert,  (5)  the  title. 

b.  Write  the  numbers,  1,  2,  3,  on  your  paper.  If  you  knew 
these  facts,  write  I knew  this,  after  the  number. 

(1)  The  earth  is  bigger  than  the  moon. 

(2)  The  moon  is  closer  to  us  than  the  sun. 

(3)  Mars  is  a planet. 

c.  On  your  paper,  write  the  numbers,  1,  2,  3,  4.  Write  They 
flew,  after  the  numbers  of  those  that  flew.  Write  They  grew, 
after  the  numbers  of  those  things  that  grew. 

(1)  dragonflies,  (2)  flowers,  (3)  rockets,  (4)  vegetables. 

6.  a.  Use  being  in  sentences  with  blown  and  with  grown, 
b.  Use  begin  in  sentences  with  believe  and  with  blow. 
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28 


A COOKIE  RECIPE 


sugar  butter  tea 

pan  instead  job 

together  stuck  size 


fourth  whole  loose 


sink 


crumbs  cup 
electricity 


Nancy  helped  her  mother  to  bake  cookies  last  Saturday.  This  is 
the  recipe  she  used : 


THIMBLE  COOKIES  V 

Sift  flour  twice. 

Blend  butter  and  sugar. 

Add  egg,  flour,  salt.  Mix. 

Add  vanilla  and  roll  into  balls. 
Dent  cookies  with  thimble. 

Bake  15  minutes  in  buttered  pan. 
Take  out  and  dent  cookies  again. 
Fill  dents  with  jelly. 

Bake  until  cookies  brown. 


% cup  butter  or 


shortening 
Yt  cup  brown  sugar 
1 egg  yolk 
1 cup  flour 
1 teaspoon  vanilla 
Yz  teaspoon  salt 


1.  Answer  these  questions  about  the  recipe.  Use  at  least  one 
spelling  word  in  each  answer. 

a.  How  much  butter  and  sugar  are  used? 

b.  How  much  flour  is  needed? 

c.  Which  three  things  are  added  together? 

d.  How  much  vanilla  is  added? 

e.  What  must  be  spread  on  the  cookie  pans  before  the  cookies 
are  put  on  them? 

f.  What  size  cookies  do  you  like  best? 

g.  Why  did  Nancy  enjoy  her  baking  job? 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  28 


Teaching  the  Words 

As  six  of  these  words  are  among  those  commonly  misspelled,  special 
care  must  be  taken  to  teach  all  the  words  of  this  unit.  Examine  the 
words  for  structural  or  difficult  combinations.  Note  the  er  ending  of 
together  and  butter.  Together  is  a compound  word.  Underline  the  hard 
g followed  by  e.  Pupils  should  tell  you  that  the  syllable  break  in  butter 
comes  between  the  double  consonants  - but'ter. 

Instead  has  ea  with  the  short  e sound  as  in  bread  and  sweater,  but 
tea  has  ea  with  the  long  e sound  as  in  teacher  and  team.  Underline 
the  word  four  in  fourth,  and  have  pupils  give  other  examples  of  th 
added  to  the  root  word  to  make  the  ordinal ; e.g.,  sixth,  seventh,  tenth. 

Relate  stuck  to  truck  from  Book  3.  Pupils  should  be  able  to  suggest 
other  examples,  taken  earlier  this  year,  of  words  ending  with  ck  with 
a hard  c sound ; e.g.,  rock,  lock,  trick,  o’clock,  etc. 

Loose  and  whole  are  particularly  difficult  words.  Pupils  must  be 
thoroughly  familiar  with  their  meaning  in  context.  Teach  that  loose 
is  a “doing”  word  as  well  as  a word  that  describes  - e.g.,  to  loose  the 
knot,  to  loose  the  sod,  to  loose  the  arrow;  a loose  handle,  a loose  page, 
etc.  Underline  the  oo  and  be  sure  that  the  pupils  pronounce  the  s sound 
- loos.  Whole  is  a “name”  word  as  well  as  a “describing”  word  - e.g., 
on  or  upon  the  whole,  the  whole  is  greater  than  its  parts;  the  whole 
apple,  the  whole  pie,  etc.  For  emphasis,  circle  the  silent  w in  coloured 
chalk. 

Sugar,  another  commonly  misspelled  word,  has  several  features  that 
must  be  learned:  the  s with  the  sh  sound,  as  in  sure ; the  u as  in  put 
and  pull ; the  ar  ending  as  in  collar  and  dollar. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  V2  c.  butter  and  *4  c.  brown  sugar;  b.  1 cup;  c.  eggs, 
flour,  and  salt ; d.  1 tsp. ; e.  butter ; f , g.  Accept  pupils’  answers. 

Ex.  2.  a:  teaspoon;  teacup;  b.  long  e;  c.  instead;  d.  short  e;  e.  to- 
gether ; f . ® hoi  (e) . 

Ex.  3.  a : fourth ; b.  a quarter  or  a fourth ; c.  fourth. 

Ex.  4.  a:  ®ugar;  b.  prize;  c.  (1),  (2),  (4). 

Ex.  5 : work  to  do,  free  to  move  around,  something  to  drink,  a dairy 
shortening,  undivided,  sweetening,  next  to  third. 

Ex.  6.  a:  teach,  team;  b.  loosen;  c.  stack,  stick,  stock;  d.  pansy. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

Have  pupils  trace  the  large  words  with  crayon  or  finger  as  they  say 
and  spell  the  words.  By  writing  words  misspelled  on  large  sheets  of 
newsprint  with  a coloured  felt  pen,  poor  spellers  may  get  a better 
visual  image.  Allow  these  pupils  to  use  the  chalkboard  to  practise 
writing  the  words  that  continue  to  present  problems  in  your  class.  Keep 
a list  of  these  words  and  include  them  frequently  as  review  words  in 
following  units. 


FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  two  words  from  the  list  that  are  compound  words.  Draw 

a line  to  separate  the  two  parts  of  each  word,  (together, 
in  | stead) 

• Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  have  two  syllables.  Write 
each  word  in  syllables  and  then  as  a complete  word,  (sujgar, 
but | ter,  in | stead) 

2.  From  the  list  write 

• two  words  in  which  silent  e shows  that  the  other  vowel  is  long ; 
(whole,  size) 

• the  words  that  have  two  vowels  together ; (fourth,  instead,  tea, 
loose) 

• the  words  that  end  in  a single  vowel  followed  by  r;  (sugar, 
together,  butter) 

• the  words  that  have  three  consonants  together,  (fourth, 
instead) 

3.  Write  the  word  from  the  list  that  means 

• complete;  (whole)  • in  place  of;  (instead) 

• unfastened;  (loose)  • occupation,  (job) 

4.  • From  the  list  write  the  words  that  name  things  you  can  eat  or 

drink,  (sugar,  butter,  tea) 

• Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  begin  with  a consonant  and 
end  with  a consonant,  (sugar,  pan,  together,  fourth,  butter, 
stuck,  job) 

5.  • Write  a question  about  the  size  of  a cake  pan. 

• Write  a sentence  using  the  words  stuck  and  together. 

• Write  a sentence  containing  the  word  ivhole.  (Accept  reason- 
able examples  for  these.) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  the  Extra  Word  that  is  plural.  Circle  the  silent  con- 

sonant. Write  at  least  two  other  words  that  have  this  same 
silent  consonant.  (crum®s;  lamb,  climb,  thumb,  bomb,  etc.) 

• Write  sink.  Use  sink  in  a sentence  as  a “doing”  word.  Write 
the  past  form  of  sink,  (e.g.,  to  sink  down  in  the  mud;  sank) 

• Write  cup.  Write  two  compound  words  that  contain  cup.  (cup- 
ful, cupboard,  teacup,  cupcake,  etc.) 

• Write  electricity.  Use  a dictionary  to  'find  the  derivation  of 
this  word.  (Greek  - electron,  meaning  amber,  from  the  fact 
that  the  earliest  form  of  electricity  was  observed  when  amber 
attracted  a light  substance  after  being  rubbed) 

2.  Write  compound  words  using  butter  for  each  of  the  following: 

• a wild  flower;  (buttercup)  • a beautiful  insect;  (butterfly) 

• a kind  of  tree;  (butternut)  • a kind  of  milk,  (buttermilk) 

3.  • Many  homes  today  are  lighted  by  electricity.  List  other  ways 

in  which  light  may  be  provided  in  homes,  (gas  lamps,  kerosene 
lamps,  candles,  etc.) 


• Sugar  is  used  for  sweetening.  List  as  many  sources  of  sugar 
as  you  can.  (sugar  cane,  sugar  beet,  maple  trees,  etc.) 

• Write  at  least  two  words  of  which  pan  is  the  first  syllable, 
(panel,  panther,  pantry,  panda,  etc.) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  sugar,  fourth,  instead,  whole,  loose 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  together 


2.  a.  Write  tea.  Write  the  word  in  the  recipe  which  contains 
tea.  Add  cup  to  the  word  tea. 

b.  What  sound  has  ea  in  tea? 

c.  What  other  word  has  the  vowel  combination  ea? 

d.  What  sound  has  ea  in  this  word? 

e.  Write  another  word  which  has  a short  e sound  in  it. 

f.  Write  whole.  Notice  that  w is  silent.  Circle  the  two  silent 
letters  in  whole. 

3.  a.  14  = one  quarter.  What  word  in  the  list  could  you  use  in 
place  of  quarter? 

b.  For  what  part  of  an  hour  should  the  cookies  first  be 
baked? 

c.  Write  fourth.  Underline  the  root  word. 

4.  a.  Write  sugar.  Circle  the  letter  which  spells  the  sound  sh. 

b.  Write  size.  Draw  a line  under  z.  Now  change  the  s to  pr. 
What  is  the  new  word  ? 

c.  Write  together  after  the  numbers  of  those  things  which 
belong  together: 

(1)  bread  and  butter,  (2)  mother  and  father, 

(3)  lion  and  lamb,  (4)  job  and  work. 


Match  these  meanings 

job 

something  to  drink 

loose 

undivided 

tea 

next  to  third 

butter 

a dairy  shortening 

whole 

free  to  move  around 

sugar 

sweetening 

fourth 

work  to  do 

Building  words 

Make  new  words  by 


a.  adding  ch  and  m to  tea. 

b.  adding  n to  loose. 

c.  changing  the  vowel  in  stuck. 

d.  adding  sy  to  pan. 
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29 


PETS  NEED  CARE 


dropped 

eye 

health 

bath 

bathe 

bone 

quite 

taken 

bottle 

again 

held 

felt 

matter 

bathtub 

shut 

belt 


1.  a.  Write  the  words  from  the  list  which 
you  can  find  illustrated  in  the  picture. 

b.  Tell  how  you  think  the  dog  felt.  Use 
felt  in  your  answer. 

c.  Tell  something  about  the  picture  using 
bathe  and  eye. 

d.  Ask  a question  using  matter. 

2.  a.  Write  bath  and  bathe.  Circle  the  letter 
which  changes  the  sound  of  a in  bath  to  the 
sound  of  a in  bathe. 

b.  Write  two  more  words  from  the  list 
which  have  long  vowels  shown  by  a silent 

final  e. 

c.  Write  taken.  What  is  the  root  word  of 
taken?  Show  the  sound  of  a in  taken. 


3.  a.  Which  two  words  have  short  e spelled  by  the  letter  e? 

b.  Which  word  uses  ai  to  spell  short  e? 

c.  Which  word  uses  ea  to  spell  short  e? 

d.  In  the  list  at  the  back  of  this  book  find  three  words  you 
have  already  studied  with  short  e spelled  ea. 

e.  Write  health.  Add  a letter  to  form  a new  word  meaning 
in  good  health.  Add  er  and  est  to  the  new  word.  Remember 
what  happens  to  y when  you  add  the  new  endings.  Write  the 
words  you  have  formed  again. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  29 


Teaching  the  Words 

Relate  bath  to  bathe,  and  point  out  the  effect  of  the  silent  e.  Bone 
and  quite  end  in  silent  e,  and  have  the  preceding  vowel  long.  Stress 
the  pronunciation  of  eye  and  relate  it  to  the  sound  of  long  i.  Double 
letters  are  found  in  dropped,  bottle,  and  matter.  Review  the  principle 
that  the  syllable  division  usually  comes  between  the  double  consonants, 
as  illustrated  in  bottle  and  matter ; ask  pupils  for  the  reason  for 
doubling  the  p of  drop  when  ed  is  added. 

Consonant  partners  th  are  found  in  health,  bath,  and  bathe.  Circle 
the  vowel  combination  ea  in  health,  which  has  a short  e sound,  as  in 
sweater  and  instead. 

Relate  taken  to  written,  broken,  and  known.  Taken  and  broken  are 
formed  in  exactly  the  same  way  from  take  and  broke;  written,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  doubled  the  t of  write.  Ask  pupils  why  the  t of  write 
is  doubled.  Have  them  tell  you  why  English  words  never  have  a double 

k. 

Again  begins  with  short  a as  in  across,  along,  above,  and  among  in 
Unit  26.  Underline  the  ai  combination  in  again  and  tell  pupils  that 
the  ai  may  be  pronounced  as  either  long  a or  short  e. 

Held  and  felt,  both  one-syllable  words,  end  with  consonant  blends 
and  are  the  past  forms  of  the  “doing”  words  hold  and  feel.  Ask  pupils 
to  use  held  and  felt  orally  in  sentences,  and  note  that  felt  may  also  be 
a “name”  word,  or  a “describing”  word,  e.g.,  made  of  felt,  a felt  hat. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  eye,  bottle,  held,  bathe;  b,  c,  d.  Accept  reasonable  answers. 
Ex.  2.  a:  bath®  ; b.  bone,  quite;  c.  take,  taken. 

Ex.  3.  a:  held,  felt;  b.  again;  c.  health;  d.  instead,  sweater, 
already;  e.  healthy,  healthier,  healthiest. 

Ex.  4.  a:  drop;  dropped ; b.  dropper,  dropping;  d.  quit  - to  leave, 
to  abandon,  etc. 

Ex.  5.  b:  quite  worried;  c.  quite  cheerful;  d.  quite  quickly. 

Ex.  6.  a:  eye  - (1),  (3),  (4)  ; no  eye  - (2)  ; b.  glass,  hot  water, 
milk;  c.  I hold,  he  holds;  d.  mat'ter. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

Dictate  the  words  in  context,  but  have  pupils  write  only  the  spelling 
words.  Check  carefully  for  errors,  and  note  the  types  of  errors  made. 
Then  re-teach  to  eliminate  these  difficulties. 

You  may  wish  to  re-teach  the  words  by  number  of  syllables.  With 
the  exception  of  taken,  bottle,  again,  and  matter  (two-syllable  words), 
all  are  one-syllable  words.  Underline  the  qu  of  quite  and  re-emphasize 
that  q is  always  followed  by  u. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

l.  Write  the  word  from  the  list  that  means 
• food  for  a dog;  (bone) 


® to  wash;  (bathe) 

• once  more,  (again) 

2.  Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  have 

• the  consonant  partners  th ; (health,  bath,  bathe) 

• the  long  i sound;  (eye,  quite) 

® double  t.  (bottle,  matter) 

3.  • List  the  words  that  have  suffixes,  (dropped,  taken) 

• Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  are  “doing”  words  as  well 
as  “name”  words,  (bath,  eye,  bone,  bottle,  felt,  matter) 

• From  the  list,  write  the  words  that  are  the  past  forms  of 
“doing”  words,  (held,  dropped,  felt) 

• Write  the  word  that  is  spelled  the  same  forwards  as  backwards, 
(eye) 

4.  • Write  several  compound  words  of  which  eye  is  a part,  (eye- 

brow, eyelash,  eyelid,  eyesight,  eyesore,  etc.) 

• Write  taken.  Write  the  root  word  and  its  past  form,  (take, 
took) 

• Write  again.  Write  at  least  two  words  from  earlier  units  end- 
ing with  the  letters  ain.  (captain,  mountain,  etc.) 

5.  Some  Riddles 

• I could  feel  it  yesterday  when  I was  made  into  a hat.  (felt) 

• My  first  syllable  spells  the  name  of  something  to  walk  on. 
(matter  - mat) 

• Change  my  vowel  to  a and  I am  part  of  a war.  (bottle  - battle) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  ® Write  bathtub.  Write  two  other  compound  words  of  which 

bath  is  a part,  (bathrobe,  bathroom,  bath-house,  etc.) 

• Write  shut.  Add  er  and  ing  to  shut.  Don’t  forget  that  some- 
thing happens  to  the  final  letter  of  the  root  word,  (shutter, 
shutting) 

• Write  belt.  Name  several  types  of  belts  used  with  clothing, 
(leather,  cloth,  plastic,  cord,  etc.) 

2.  • What  is  meant  by  each  of  the  following:  in  the  blink  of  an  eye, 

to  see  eye  to  eye,  to  eye  someone?  (very  quickly,  to  agree,  to 
stare  at  someone) 

• Write  the  verse  that  begins  “Early  to  bed,  and  early  to  rise 
...”  (makes  a man  healthy,  wealthy,  and  wise) 

• Write  several  other  words  or  groups  of  words  that  could  be 
used  in  place  of  again,  (once  more,  repeatedly,  another  time, 
etc.) 

3.  • Write  another  pair  of  words  like  bath  and  bathe  that  end  in  th 

and  the.  (breath,  breathe;  cloth,  clothe,  etc.) 

• Write  two  other  words  like  eye  that  begin  and  end  with  the 
same  vowel  and  have  the  same  spelling  in  reverse,  (ewe,  eve  - 
don’t  expect  ere ) 

• Write  four  words  that  end  in  ttle  like  bottle,  (cattle,  little, 
rattle,  throttle,  kettle,  etc.) 


4.  The  eye  is  related  to  the  sense  of  sight.  Name  the  senses  that  are 
related  to  the  ears,  finger-tips,  tongue,  and  nose,  (hearing,  touch, 
taste,  smell) 

5.  What  are  each  of  the  following  called: 

• the  bony  framework  of  the  body?  (skeleton) 

• a western  hat  made  of  felt?  (cowboy  hat,  stetson,  or  ten- 
gallon  hat) 

• a type  of  belt  worn  to  carry  a gun?  (holster) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  dropped,  quite 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  again 


4.  a.  Write  dropped.  What  is  the  root  word  of  dropped? 
Underline  the  doubled  letter  in  dropped. 

b.  Add  er  and  ing  to  the  root  word  of  dropped. 

c.  Write  quite.  Remember  the  u that  always  follows  q.  Re 
sure  you  wrote  the  q correctly. 

d.  What  word  would  remain  if  you  left  off  the  silent  e in 
quite?  What  does  this  new  word  mean? 

5.  Answer  these  questions  with  2 words — quite  and  any  other 
suitable  word.  The  first  answer  is  given. 

a.  Was  the  dog  sick?  Answer:  quite  sick. 

b.  Was  the  boy  worried? 

c.  Was  the  doctor  cheerful? 

d.  How  quickly  did  the  dog  recover? 

6.  a.  Write  eye  after  the  number  of  every  object  which  has 
an  eye.  Write  no  eye  if  the  object  has  no  eye. 

(1)  potato,  (2)  haystack,  (3)  needle,  (4)  fish. 

b.  Write  bottle  with  the  words  with  which  it  can  be  used: 

glass,  hot  water,  arrow,  milk. 

c.  Write  I held.  Change  it  to  make  it  sound  as  if  you  are 
doing  it  now.  Do  the  same  with  He  held. 

d.  Write  matter.  Divide  matter  into  syllables.  Now  write  the 
whole  word  again. 

7.  Have  you  a pet?  If  you  have,  write  a short  paragraph 
telling  about  some  trouble  you  had  with  him.  If  you  haven’t 
a pet,  use  the  picture  to  help  you  make  up  a story  about  a 
pet.  BE  SURE  TO  PROOF-READ  YOUR  STORY. 


Are  you  keeping  your  own  spelling  list?  STUDY  carefully 
the  words  in  that  list  too. 
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30 


MAKING  SURE 


all  right 

quite 

fourth 

instead 

dropped 

sugar 

Tuesday 

whole 

(Tues.) 

soldier 

already 

among 

ocean 

believe 

enough 

principal 

again 

maybe 

straight 

loose 

until 

together 

always 

ready 

begin 

threw 

1.  a.  What  word  is  in  the  list  with  the  word  all?  Write  all  and 
the  word  that  goes  with  it. 

b.  Write  two  other  words  in  the  list  that  begin  with  al. 
Underline  complete  words  to  be  found  in  each  of  the  two  words 
you  have  written. 

c.  Write  all  right  and  already.  Notice  that  all  right  is  written 
as  two  words ; already  is  only  one  word. 

2.  a.  Write  quite.  Remember  the  u that  always  follows  q. 

b.  Write  quite  with  ready,  with  enough,  and  with  loose. 
Write  another  word  from  the  list  which  rhymes  with  quite. 
Underline  the  letters  which  spell  the  sound  that  is  the  same. 
Which  letters  in  this  word  are  silent? 

c.  Write  another  word  from  the  list  which  has  silent  gh. 
Write  the  word  in  which  gh  has  the  sound  of  f. 

3.  a.  Write  the  words  which  mean 

(1)  once  more  (2)  perhaps  (3)  sufficient 

(4)  complete  (5)  start  (6)  chief  or  most 

important 

b.  Which  words  in  the  list  are  opposite  in  meaning  to 
(1)  curved  (2)  not  yet  (3)  never 

(4)  picked  up  (5)  apart  (6)  tight 

(7)  caught 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  30 


Teaching  the  Words 

At  the  beginning  of  this  unit  dictate  all  the  words  in  context.  Add 
any  other  review  words  that  have  proved  difficult  for  your  class.  You 
may  wish  to  use  the  following  sentences  for  dictation  of  the  words : 

1.  She  dropped  a whole  cup  of  sugar. 

2.  The  principal  wanted  to  begin  on  Tuesday. 

3.  The  soldier  was  always  ready  to  do  his  work. 

4.  He  stayed  until  the  fourth  game  was  over. 

5.  The  belt  was  not  loose  enough. 

6.  The  line  was  not  quite  straight. 

7.  The  ocean  was  still  again  today. 

8.  Maybe  they  have  already  gone  together. 

9.  I believe  it  is  all  right  to  go  home  now. 

10.  You  can  write  Tues.  instead  of  Tuesday. 

11.  He  threw  the  ball  among  the  flowers. 

Allow  the  pupils  who  spell  all  the  words  correctly  to  proceed  with  the 
exercises  “For  Good  Spellers”.  Encourage  these  pupils  to  use  diction- 
aries and  reference  books  for  this  enrichment,  and  take  time  to  check 
their  answers  carefully  so  that  they  realize  the  importance  of  this 
work. 

Re-teach  the  words  misspelled  to  the  pupils  who  had  errors,  using 
different  techniques  from  those  used  previously.  Try  to  group  the 
words  for  re-teaching  according  to  similarities  in  structure  or  for 
phonic  combinations. 

All  right  is  the  only  example  of  two  separate  words;  re-emphasize 
the  fact  that  already  and  always  are  compound  words  in  which  one  l of 
all  is  dropped.  Note  that  the  word  until  also  has  only  one  l. 

Silent  gh  is  found  in  all  right  and  straight',  gh  in  enough  has  the  / 
sound.  Th  is  found  in  together,  and  is  added  to  four  to  make  the 
ordinal  fourth. 

Among  and  again  have  short  a for  the  first  syllable.  Ocean  and 
enough  have  a long  vowel  sound  for  their  first  syllables.  Note  also  the 
shun  sound  for  cean  in  ocean,  and  the  short  u sound  for  ou  in  enough. 

Silent  e endings  on  quite  and  whole  make  the  preceding  vowels 
long,  but  in  believe  the  ie  combination  has  a long  e sound,  and  in  loose 
the  silent  e does  not  affect  the  oo  sound.  Stress  the  wh  beginning  on 
whole,  in  which  w is  silent.  Pupils  should  use  whole  and  loose  in  con- 
text so  they  understand  that  whole  is  both  a “name”  word  and  a 
“describing”  word,  and  that  loose  is  both  a “doing”  word  and  a 
“describing”  word. 

In  instead,  already,  and  ready,  ea  has  a short  e sound.  Underline  the 
ew  of  threw  and  ask  pupils  to  use  threw  in  a sentence  as  the  past  form 
of  a “doing”  word;  e.g.,  I threw  the  ball,  etc.  Dropped  is  also  the  past 
form  of  the  verb  drop.  Have  pupils  tell  you  why  the  consonant  p is 
doubled. 

Maybe,  believe,  and  begin  all  have  a syllable  be  in  which  the  e is 
long.  Note  that  maybe  is  a compound  word. 


Underline  the  ue  with  a long  u sound  in  Tuesday.  Emphasize  that, 
for  the  abbreviation,  the  word  day  is  dropped,  and  that  the  abbreviation 
is  followed  by  a period.  In  sugar,  pupils  must  remember  that  s is  used 
for  the  sh  sound,  and  that  g is  hard,  followed  by  ar  with  the  er  sound. 
In  principal,  underline  the  soft  c and  the  al  ending,  and  remind  pupils 
that  principal  is  used  as  a “describing”  word  more  often  than  as  a 
“name”  word. 

Continue  to  re-teach  and  dictate  the  words  until  almost  all  the  pupils 
have  mastered  the  unit.  Use  the  exercises  and  the  “Extra  Help”  for 
pupils  who  need  practice  with  these  words.  Use  only  those  exercises 
you  feel  would  be  helpful  for  your  pupils.  The  use  of  capital  letters, 
coloured  chalk,  boxes,  etc.  will  help  to  emphasize  the  parts  of  the  words 
that  cause  difficulty.  Remind  pupils  to  use  the  study  steps  when  work- 
ing by  themselves. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  all  right;  b.  already,  always. 

Ex.  2.  b:  quite  - all  right ; gh;  c.  straight,  enough. 

Ex.  3.  a:  (1)  again,  (2)  maybe,  (3)  enough,  (4)  whole,  (5)  begin, 
(6)  principal;  b.  (1)  straight,  (2)  already,  (3)  always,  (4)  dropped, 
(5)  together,  (6)  loose,  (7)  threw. 

Ex.  4.  a:  sugar,  ocean;  b.  begin,  believe;  began,  believed;  c.  in- 
stead; d.  whole;  e.  Tuesday. 

Ex.  5.  a:  ready;  b.  straight;  c.  fourth;  d.  loose;  e.  whole;  f.  all 
right. 

Ex.  6.  a:  Accept  reasonable  answers;  b.  Atlantic,  Pacific,  Indian, 
etc. ; c.  a sweetening,  etc. ; d.  April ; e.  5,  10 ; f,  g.  Accept  reasonable 
answers. 

Ex.  7.  a:  s - straight,  sugar,  soldier;  o - cean;  1 - loose;  d - 
dropped ; i - instead ; e - enough ; r - ready ; b.  already,  always. 

EXTRA  HELP 

Ex.  1 : quite ; enough ; all  right,  straight. 

Ex.  2.  a:  short  e;  b.  instead;  c.  always. 

Ex.  3.  a:  straight,  again;  b.  Tuesday,  maybe,  always;  c.  all  right. 

Ex.  4.  a:  (1)  threw,  (2)  dropped;  b.  (1)  soldier,  (2)  principal, 
(3)  sugar,  (4)  ocean;  c.  Tues. 

Ex.  5.  a:  fourth;  b.  believe;  c.  again;  d.  until;  e.  begin. 

Ex.  6.  a:  (2),  (3)  ; b.  (1),  (2),  (4). 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

Ex.  1.  a:  Atlantic,  Pacific,  Indian,  Arctic;  b.  sea,  lake,  bay,  gulf, 
etc. 

Ex.  2.  a:  sufficient,  ample,  adequate,  etc.;  b.  syrup,  dextrose, 
molasses,  sorghum,  saccharin,  etc.;  c.  accept  as  true,  have  one’s  own 
opinion,  think,  judge,  to  have  faith  in,  etc. 

Ex.  3:  strait,  through,  forth,  hole. 


Ex.  4.  a:  sailor;  airman;  b.  sailors,  airmen,  cadets,  nurses,  police- 
men, porters,  mailmen,  firemen,  bus  drivers,  etc. 

Ex.  5.  a:  queer,  queen,  quick,  quite,  quiet,  quaint,  question,  quality, 
quail,  quarrel,  quake,  quote,  etc. ; b.  squirrel,  require,  request,  sequence, 
sequin,  eloquent,  inquire,  etc. 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  all  right,  fourth,  dropped,  already,  quite, 
instead,  sugar,  whole,  soldier,  among,  believe,  principal,  maybe,  loose, 
begin,  straight,  threw 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  Tuesday,  (Tues.),  together,  ready,  enough,  again, 
until,  always 


FOR  TEACHERS  ONLY 


Several  interesting  celebrations  during  the  year  are  named 
after  saints.  St.  Valentine’s  Day  and  St.  Patrick’s  Day  are  ob- 
served in  the  spring. 

St.  Valentine,  a Christian  martyr  of  the  third  century,  was 
famous  for  his  piety  and  acts  of  charity.  He  suffered  martyrdom 
at  Rome  in  270.  His  name  was  assigned  in  the  calendar  to 
February  14,  which  is  commonly  called  St.  Valentine’s  Day.  The 
custom  of  sending  sentimental  or  comic  messages  is  much  older 
than  the  martyrdom  of  St.  Valentine.  It  was  long  practised  by  the 
Romans  on  the  15th  of  February,  and  was  associated  with  the 
feast  called  Lupercalia. 

St.  Patrick  was  a Christian  missionary  called  the  Apostle  of 
Ireland.  His  life  story  has  been  obscured  by  many  legends.  Even 
his  birth  date  and  the  date  of  his  death  are  not  known  exactly, 
but  he  is  believed  to  have  lived  about  A.D.  385  to  461.  He  was  en- 
slaved by  the  Irish,  escaped  to  Gaul,  and  later  returned  to  Ireland 
as  a missionary. 


4.  a.  Write  two  words  from  the  list  which  have  the  sh  sound 
spelled  ce  and  s.  Underline  the  letters  which  spell  the  sh 
sound. 

b.  Write  two  words  which  begin  with  be.  Write  them  again 
to  refer  to  something  which  happened  yesterday. 

c.  Write  the  word  which  begins  with  in  and  rhymes  with 
bread. 

d.  Which  word  has  a silent  letter  at  the  beginning  and  a 
silent  letter  at  the  end? 

e.  Which  word  begins  with  a capital  letter  and  has  an 
abbreviated  form? 

5.  Write  the  word  from  the  list  which  best  describes  each  of 
the  following: 

a.  A boy  all  set  at  the  starting  line  of  a race. 

b.  A line  drawn  with  a ruler. 

c.  The  girl  who  stood  in  line  behind  the  third  pupil. 

d.  A jacket  that  is  too  large  for  the  wearer. 

e.  A pie  that  has  not  yet  been  cut  into  pieces. 

f.  Everything  as  it  should  be. 

6.  Carry  out  the  following  instructions  in  writing,  using  the 
word  in  bold  type  each  time. 

a.  Tell  one  thing  you  did  on  Tuesday. 

b.  Name  one  ocean. 

c.  Describe  one  use  of  sugar. 

d.  Tell  which  is  the  fourth  month  of  the  year. 

e.  Tell  which  of  these  are  whole  numbers: 

5,  %,  10. 

f.  Explain  what  a soldier  is  or  does. 

g.  Tell  when  you  begin  your  spelling  lesson  every  day. 
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7.  Fun  with  words 

a.  Write  soldier  down  the  page  like  this: 


Opposite  each  letter  write  a word  from  the 
list  which  begins  with  that  letter.  Example: 
s — straight. 


s 

0 

1 
d 

e 

r 


b.  You  must  always  remember  to  write  two  of  the  words 
in  the  word  list  with  only  one  1.  What  are  they? 

Extra  Help 

1.  Find  and  write  the  words  in  the  list  which  have  the  same 
ending  as  the  parts  of  these  words  in  bold  type: 

write  rough  night 

2.  a.  Write  already.  Underline  al.  Draw  a circle  around  ready. 
What  sound  does  ea  have  in  ready  and  already? 

b.  Find  another  word  in  the  list  in  which  ea  has  this  same 
sound. 

c.  Write  another  word  in  the  list  that  begins  with  al. 

3.  a.  Write  two  words  that  have  ai. 

b.  Write  three  words  that  have  ay. 

c.  Write  two  words  that  are  used  together. 

4.  a.  Write  the  words  which  tell 

(1)  what  the  boy  did  to  a ball. 

(2)  what  the  dog  did  to  a bone. 

b.  Which  word  means 

(1)  a fighting  man? 

(2)  the  head  of  a school? 

(3)  a sweetening? 

(4)  a large  body  of  salt  water? 

c.  Write  Tuesday.  Write  its  abbreviation.  Underline  ue  in 
Tuesday.  Remember  the  capital  letter,  and  the  period  after 
the  abbreviation. 
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5.  Answer  these  questions,  using  at  least  one  word  from  the 
list  in  each  answer  : 

a.  Which  day  of  the  week  is  Wednesday? 

b.  Do  you  believe  that  the  earth  is  round  or  flat? 

c.  What  book  would  you  like  to  read  again? 

d.  How  late  do  you  stay  at  school? 

e.  At  what  time  does  your  spelling  lesson  begin? 

6.  a.  If  each  pair  of  things  belongs  together  write  together 
after  its  number: 

(1)  oil  and  water,  (2)  bread  and  jam,  (3)  ham  and  eggs, 
b.  If  quite  can  be  used  with  any  of  the  following  words, 
write  quite  beside  the  word : 

(1)  ready,  (2)  straight,  (3)  among,  (4)  loose. 

For  Good  Spellers 

1.  a.  Write  the  names  of  three  of  the  oceans  that  you  can  find 
on  a map  or  globe. 

b.  What  other  kinds  of  large  bodies  of  water  are  there  on 
earth  ? 

2.  a.  Write  at  least  two  words  or  phrases  which  mean  enough 
of  something. 

b.  Sugar  is  a sweetening.  Write  the  names  of  at  least  two 
other  substances  used  for  sweetening. 

c.  How  else  might  you  say  that  you  believe  in  something? 

3.  Write  homonyms  for:  straight,  threw,  fourth,  whole. 

4.  a.  A soldier  is  a member  of  the  army.  What  would  you  call 
a member  of  the  navy?  Of  the  air  force? 

b.  Soldiers  wear  uniforms.  List  other  people  who  wear 
uniforms. 

5.  a.  Make  a list  of  eight  words  which  begin  with  qu.  Your 
dictionary  will  help  you. 

b.  Find  and  write  at  least  three  words  which  have  qu  in 
the  middle. 
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31 


FOLK  DANCING 

life  wooden  young  whose 

seemed  shoes  trouble  bridge 

music  carve  stove  dance 


Here  are  children  dressed  up  for  a holiday  festival.  In  what 
country  do  you  think  they  live? 


1.  a.  Tell  something  about  the  picture  using  the  words  in  bold 
type  in  each  statement: 

(1)  wooden  shoes,  (4)  life  and  trouble, 

(2)  dance  and  music,  (5)  seemed  young. 

(3)  stove, 

b.  Write  a question  about  the  picture,  using  at  least  one 
word  from  the  list. 

c.  Answer  the  question  you  have  written. 

2.  In  your  spelling  lessons  you  have  learned  to  spell  many  more 
words  than  there  are  in  the  lists.  Using  words  you  know,  you 
have  learned  to  build  new  words: 

by  joining  words  together  to  make  compound  words, 
by  adding  to  root  words, 
by  changing  parts  of  words. 

Make  new  words  from  the  words  in  the  list  by 

a.  using  life  as  the  first  half  of  compound  words.  Add 
less,  like,  and  boat  to  life. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  31 


Teaching  the  Words 

List  every  word  on  the  chalkboard,  grouping  them  under  name  words, 
describing  words,  doing  words,  and  pronouns.  Life,  music,  shoes, 
trouble,  stove,  bridge,  and  dance  are  all  “name”  words.  Note  that  five 
of  These  eight  words  end  in  siFent  e,  but  only  in  life  and  stove  does 
the  silent  e make  the  preceding  vowel  long.  In  bridge,  the  g before  e 
is  soft,  and  the  d is  silent;  in  dance,  the  c is  soft.  Underline  the  ou  with 
the  short  u sound  in  young  and  trouble.  Music,  a two-syllable  word, 
has  a long  u and  ends  in  ic,  like  arithmetic.  Shoes  is  the  plural  form  of 
shoe,  and  has  oe  with  an  oo  sound. 

Wooden  and  young  are  “describing”  words.  Relate  wooden  to  its  root 
word  wood. 

Seemed,  carve,  and  dance  are  all  “doing”  words.  Brighter  pupils  may 
tell  you  that  trouble  and  bridge  may  also  be  used  to  show  action.  Under- 
line the  root  word  seem  in  seemed,  and  circle  the  double  e that  denotes 
the  long  e sound.  Review  with  the  pupils  why  the  c in  carve  is  hard 
while  the  c in  dance  is  soft. 

Whose  is  a pronoun;  the  possessive  case  of  who.  Underline  the  who 
in  whose,  and  circle  the  silent  w.  Note  that  whose  is  usually  used  to 
ask  ownership,  e.g.,  Whose  book  is  that?  However,  whose  is  not  always 
interrogative,  e.g.,  Name  the  boy  whose  uncle  owns  the  store. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1 : Accept  reasonable  answers. 

Ex.  2.  a:  lifeless,  lifelike,  lifeboat,  etc.;  b.  younger,  youngest; 
c.  musical,  musician;  d.  starve,  curve;  e.  dancer,  dancing;  the  e is 
dropped. 

Ex.  3.  a:  shoe;  b.  whose,  shoes;  c.  who;  d.  Accept  reasonable 
answers. 

Ex.  4.  a:  life,  carve,  trouble,  stove,  whose,  bridge,  dance;  b.  dance; 
c.  bridge;  d.  young,  trouble. 

Ex.  5.  a:  wood;  b.  woodland,  woodpecker;  c.  shoes,  bridge. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

Dictate  the  words  in  context  and  check  the  pupils’  work  carefully 
for  errors.  In  re-teaching,  list  the  one-syllable  words  and  note  that  this 
list  includes  all  but  wooden,  music,  and  trouble.  These  three  words  have 
two  syllables  each.  Relate  the  le  ending  of  trouble,  to  the  same  ending 
in  middle  and  uncle. 

Note  that  in  whose  and  shoes,  the  rhyming  parts  are  spelled  differ- 
ently. Underline  the  root  words  who  and  shoe  in  coloured  chalk.  Stress 
the  use  of  the  study  steps  for  self-help. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Write  words  from  the  list  with 
• the  oo  sound ; (shoes,  whose) 
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• consonant  partners;  (shoes) 

• hardc;  (music,  carve) 

® a consonant  blend  at  the  beginning,  (trouble,  stove,  bridge) 

Write  words  from  the  list  that  you  would  associate  with  each  of 

the  following : 

• polka;  (dance)  • piano;  (music)  • a river; 

(bridge) 

• cooking;  (stove)  • worry,  (trouble) 

• Write  music,  trouble,  and  wooden  in  syllables.  Re-write  each 
word  as  a whole.  (mu|sic,  trou|ble,  wood|en) 

• Write  carve.  Add  the  suffixes  er  and  ing,  and  use  each  new 
word  in  a sentence,  (carver  - one  who  carves  figures  from 
wood,  soap,  etc.;  carving  - a figure  carved  from  wood,  soap, 
etc.) 

• Write  two  words  from  the  list  with  double  vowels,  (seemed, 
wooden) 

• Write  the  “name”  word  that  is  plural.  Underline  its  singular 
form,  (shoes) 

What  Word  Am  I? 

• My  last  three  letters  are  in  oven,  (stove) 

• I rhyme  with  wife,  (life) 

• My  last  three  letters  are  in  my  toes,  (shoes) 

• I rhyme  with  double,  (trouble) 


FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

^A..  Write 

• three  words  ending  in  dge  as  in  bridge',  (judge,  fudge,  ridge, 
etc.) 

• a word  ending  in  ose  that  rhymes  with  whose',  (lose) 

• two  words  ending  in  oes,  but  not  rhyming  with  shoes',  (does, 
toes,  etc.) 

• two  other  “describing”  words  beginning  with  the  consonant  y 
as  in  young,  (yellow,  yearly,  youthful,  etc.) 

2.  • “Would  you  like  to  have  shoes  made  of  wood?”  Find  two  words 

in  this  sentence  that  sound  the  same  but  are  spelled  differently. 
These  words  are  called  homonyms,  (would,  wood) 

• Write  a homonym  for  each  of  the  following:  steel,  threw, 
break,  hour,  flower,  here,  there,  to.  To  show  its  meaning,  in- 
clude each  homonym  in  a sentence,  (steal,  through,  brake,  our, 
flour,  hear,  their,  too  or  two;  accept  reasonable  examples) 

3.  • Name  three  kinds  of  bridges  built  for  travel,  (suspension, 

foot,  pontoon,  railway,  toll,  etc.) 

• Bridge  is  also  the  name  of  a card  game.  Name  two  other  card 
games,  (rummy,  old  maid,  solitaire,  etc.) 


J±.  • Write  several  compound  words  of  which  life  is  a part,  (wild- 

life, lifetime,  lifelong,  etc.) 

• Write  two  other  words  that  might  be  used  instead  of  seemed 
in  a sentence,  (appeared,  looked,  etc.) 


• Explain  what  is  meant  by  each  of  the  underlined  words  or 
groups  of  words. 

a.  The  new  boy  was  troublesome,  (bothersome,  disturbing,  etc.) 

b.  She  was  the  life  of  the  party,  (the  gayest  person  there,  etc.) 

c.  He  wore  a stovepipe  hat,  (tall  silk  hat) 


MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  seemed,  shoes,  trouble,  whose 


b.  adding  er  and  est  to  young. 

c.  adding  al  to  music;  adding  ian  to  music. 

d.  changing  c in  carve  to  st ; changing  a in  carve  to  u. 

e.  adding  r and  ing  to  dance.  What  happens  to  the  e before 
ing? 

3.  a.  Write  shoes.  Write  the  singular  of  shoes. 

b.  Write  whose.  Whose  and  shoes  rhyme,  but  the  rhyming 
parts  are  spelled  differently. 

c.  Write  the  root  word  of  whose. 

d.  Write  a question  beginning  Whose  shoes  . . . ? 

4.  a.  Write  the  words  which  end  in  e. 

b.  Which  word  has  c pronounced  like  s? 

c.  Which  word  ends  in  dge? 

d.  Write  two  words  in  which  ou  has  a short  u sound. 

5.  a.  What  is  the  root  word  for  wooden? 

b.  Join  other  words  to  this  root  word  to  make  compound 
words  with  the  meanings  given  below.  You  may  use  a 
dictionary,  if  need  be. 

(1)  a land  covered  with  trees, 

(2)  a bird  that  pecks  holes  in  trees. 

c.  Write  wooden,  and  beside  it  two  words  from  the  list  which 
name  things  which  could  be  made  of  wood. 

6.  Pretend  you  are  visiting  one  of  the  children  in  the  picture. 
Write  a letter  home  telling  about  what  the  children  are  doing, 
how  they  are  dressed,  and  what  their  house  is  like. 

REMEMBER 

Form  each  letter  carefully. 

Watch  handwriting,  punctuation, 
and  spelling. 
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32 


A PUZZLE  FOR  FUN 


h — 

handkerchiefs 

1.  The  first  word  in 

a — — 

contest 

this  list  contains  the 

n_— — — 

knock 

first  letters  of  all  the 

d — — — 

rug 

other  words.  Write  the 

k- 

its 

letters  of  the  word 

e 

finger 

noise 

handkerchiefs  on  your 
paper  as  they  are  in 

r 

the  puzzle.  Find  words 
that  begin  with  each 

Q 

hardly 

h 

silk 

letter  and  have  the 

excuse 

same  number  of  letters 

i — 

does 

as  shown  by  the  spaces 

hear 

in  the  puzzle.  Write  the 

f _ 

else 

words  in  their  proper 

s- 

already 

places  on  your  paper  . 

2.  a.  Write  excuse.  The  s may  be  pronounced  s or  z,  depending 
on  what  you  want  the  word  to  mean.  Use  excuse  with  the  z 
sound.  Now  use  excuse  with  the  s sound. 

b.  Write  Excuse  me.  after  the  number  if  you  would  have 
to  excuse  yourself  when : 

(1)  walking  in  front  of  someone, 

(2)  attracting  someone’s  attention, 

(3)  writing  a letter, 

(4)  clearing  your  throat. 

3.  a.  Which  words  in  the  list  begin  and  end  with  the  same 
letter? 

b.  Which  word  must  you  be  especially  careful  to  spell  with 
only  one  1? 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  32 


Introducing  and  Teaching  the  Words 

As  pupils  at  this  grade  level  enjoy  competition,  introduce  the  words 
in  the  list  by  having  your  pupils  solve  the  puzzle  in  Exercise  1.  Set  a 
time  limit  and  emphasize  that  each  word  must  be  correctly  spelled. 
Have  pupils  exchange  lists  for  checking,  and  as  pupils  provide  each 
correct  word,  list  it  on  the  chalkboard. 

Have  pupils  find  the  two  compound  words,  handkerchiefs  and 
already,  which  are  both  review  words  from  Unit  15.  Outline  the  words 
hand  and  chiefs  in  handkerchiefs  with  coloured  chalk  for  emphasis  of 
the  parts.  Note  the  short  e sound  for  ea  in  already  and  the  omission  of 
one  l in  all  when  it  is  joined  to  another  word  as  in  always  and  almost. 

Does  and  hear  are  “doing”  words,  both  review  words  from  Book  3. 
Underline  the  root  word  do  in  does  and  have  pupils  tell  you  that  es  has 
to  be  added  when  a singular  name  word  or  the  pronouns  he,  she,  it, 
each,  etc.,  are  doing  the  action ; e.g.,  I do,  you  do,  but  he  does,  the  hoy 
does,  etc.  Note  the  long  e sound  for  ea  in  hear,  as  in  season  and  beach. 
Unless  a pupil  introduces  it,  do  not  refer  to  the  homonym  of  hear,  as 
this  tends  to  confuse  the  poor  spellers. 

Contest,  finger,  hardly,  and  excuse  are  all  new  two-syllable  words  in 
this  unit.  Note  the  hard  g followed  by  e in  finger.  Have  pupils  use 
excuse  as  a “name”  word  and  as  a “doing”  word  and  note  the  change 
in  pronunciation.  In  the  “name”  word,  se  has  an  s sound,  but  in  the 
“doing”  word  it  sounds  like  a z.  Point  out  the  prefix  ex,  part  of  the 
difficult  exc  combination.  Relate  the  ly  ending  of  hardly  to  early, 
sincerely,  and  truly,  taken  earlier. 

Knock,  rug,  its,  noise,  silk,  and  else  are  all  new  one-syllable  words. 
Have  pupils  point  out  the  silent  consonant  k in  knock,  and  have  them 
name  other  words  beginning  with  silent  k that  they  have  taken  - e.g., 
know,  knew,  known.  Rug  and  silk  should  present  no  problem.  Stress 
the  se  ending  of  else,  since  many  children  invert  these  two  letters. 
Underline  the  oi  combination  in  noise.  Else  and  noise  both  end  in  silent 
e.  Teach  that  the  word  its  always  shows  ownership  and  stress  the  fact 
that  this  word  is  always  found  with  a “name”  word;  e.g.,  the  baby’s 
toy,  its  toy ; the  cat’s  tail,  its  tail. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1 : hear,  already,  noise,  does,  knock,  else,  rug,  contest,  hardly, 
its,  excuse,  finger,  silk. 

Ex.  2.  a:  z sound  - a “doing”  word;  e.g.  Please  excuse  me  for  being 
late;  s sound  - a “name”  word;  e.g.,  His  excuse  was  a good  one. 
b.  (1),  (2),  (4). 

Ex.  3.  a:  knock,  excuse,  else;  b.  already. 

Ex.  4.  a:  hard;  b.  ®nock;  c.  noisy,  noiseless;  d.  rig  - n.,  dis- 
tinctive shape,  number,  and  arrangement  of  sails  and  masts;  fancy 
clothing;  a carriage  with  horses,  etc.;  v.,  to  equip,  dress,  arrange,  etc. 

Ex.  5.  a : contest,  handkerchiefs,  already,  its ; b.  silk  handkerchiefs ; 


hear  noise;  c.  It  does  - (2),  (3)  ; It  does  not  - (1)  ; d.  do;  e.  doesn’t, 
don’t. 

Ex.  6.  a : its  bus ; b.  its  bone ; c.  its  bottle ; d.  its  flower. 

Ex.  7.  a:  silk;  b.  finger. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

The  following  sentences  are  provided  for  your  convenience,  as  all  the 
words  are  at  or  below  the  Grade  4 level:  1.  I have  already  been  shop- 
ping for  silk  handkerchiefs.  2.  He  does  not  hear  the  loud  noise  or  the 
knock.  3.  I can  hardly  excuse  your  cousin  for  not  being  in  the  contest. 
4.  The  dog  left  its  bone  on  the  new  rug.  5.  Who  else  cut  a finger  on  this 
knife? 

Re-teach  to  overcome  errors,  stressing  the  parts  of  each  word  that 
caused  difficulty;  e.g.,  d and  ie  in  handkerchiefs,  silent  k in  knock,  oe 
with  the  short  u sound  in  does,  and  the  single  l in  already.  Poor  spellers 
may  find  it  easier  to  remember  the  spelling  of  its  if  you  call  it  a 
“describing”  word  that  is  always  used  to  describe  a “name”  word ; e.g., 
its  flower,  its  foot,  etc. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Use  a word  from  the  list  to  answer  each  of  the  following  questions. 

• What  kind  of  dress  was  she  wearing?  (silk) 

• How  did  you  know  someone  was  at  the  door?  (knock,  or  noise) 

• Why  did  your  mother  write  a note  to  the  teacher?  (excuse) 

2.  • Write  the  compound  words  in  the  list,  (handkerchiefs,  already) 

• Write  words  from  the  list  that  rhyme  with  milk,  fear,  bug, 
block,  (silk,  hear,  rug,  knock) 

• Write  two  words  that  begin  with  a prefix.  Underline  the  prefix 
in  each,  (contest,  excuse) 

3.  Using  the  headings  today  and  yesterday  write  the  forms  of  the 
“doing”  words  that  you  would  use  after  the  word  he:  knock, 
excuse,  do,  hear ; e.g.,  He  knocks',  He  knocked,  (excuses,  excused; 
does,  did ; hears,  heard) 

4.  Write  all  the  words  from  the  list  that 

• have  more  than  one  syllable;  (handkerchiefs,  contest,  finger, 
hardly,  excuse,  already) 

© have  a vowel  combination;  (handkerchiefs,  noise,  does,  hear, 
already) 

© have  three  consonants  together;  (handkerchiefs,  hardly) 

• have  one  vowel,  (knock,  rug,  its,  silk) 

5.  Riddles 

® I am  one  of  ten,  and  I have  a nail  at  one  end.  (finger  ) 

• Leave  off  my  first  letter,  and  I am  part  of  your  head,  (hear  - 
ear) 

• You  give  me  to  your  teacher  when  you  are  late  for  school, 
(excuse) 

• I make  people  work  hard,  but  only  the  best  get  a prize,  (con- 
test) 


FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • List  some  of  the  things  you  might  hear  making  a noise  in  a big 

city,  (buses,  trucks,  horns,  whistles,  etc.) 

• Name  two  or  three  kinds  of  noises  that  annoy  you.  (Accept 
pupils’  opinions.) 

• Here  are  some  words  that  describe  noises  made  by  different 
animals.  See  if  you  can  match  each  word  with  the  living 
creature  that  makes  the  sound:  purr,  roar,  bark,  howl,  neigh, 
bleat,  chirp,  croak,  buzz,  hiss,  (cat,  lion,  dog,  wolf  or  coyote, 
horse,  sheep,  bird,  frog,  bee,  snake.  Accept  alternative  answers. 
Lions  purr  and  cats  howl;  they  also  hiss.) 

2.  • Write  words  that  mean  the  same  as  noise,  rug,  contest,  hardly. 

(sound,  carpet  or  mat,  competition,  scarcely) 

• Its  means  belonging  to  it.  Write  the  words  that  mean  belong- 
ing to:  me,  her,  them,  us,  you.  (my,  mine;  her,  hers;  their, 
theirs;  our,  ours;  your,  yours) 

3.  • Write  three  other  words  like  knock  that  begin  and  end  with  k. 

(kick,  knack,  kink,  kirk,  etc.) 

• Write  two  or  three  words  that  begin  with  exc.  (excellent, 
except,  excel,  excerpt,  etc.) 

• Use  the  letters  of  the  word  already  to  make  as  many  words  as 
you  can.  (ale,  are,  area,  dale,  day,  deal,  dear,  dry,  dye,  ear, 
earl,  early,  lad,  lady,  lard,  lay,  lead,  read,  real,  ready,  red, 
year,  etc.) 

• Hardly  has  ly  added  to  the  “describing”  word  hard.  Write 
three  other  examples  of  this,  (quickly,  softly,  slowly,  smoothly, 
etc.) 

4.  • Name  a kind  of  cloth  much  like  silk,  but  which  is  made  arti- 

ficially. (nylon,  rayon,  etc.) 

• What  other  expression  is  used  instead  of  “Excuse  me”?  (Par- 
don me,  or  I’m  sorry.) 

• Explain  the  meaning  of  each  of  the  following:  knockabout, 
knock-kneed,  knocker,  knockout,  (rough  or  boisterous;  knees 
bent  in  so  that  they  touch  each  other  in  walking;  a kind  of 
hammer  hinged  to  a door,  by  which  one  can  sound  to  be  ad- 
mitted; the  act  of  knocking  someone  unconscious) 

• Use  your  dictionary  to  find  the  meaning  of  each  of  the  follow- 
ing: finger-bowl,  finger  painting,  finger-print,  finger-post,  (a 
small  bowl  of  water  for  rinsing  fingers  at  the  dinner  table;  a 
picture  made  by  spreading  coloured  paint  on  wet  paper  with 
the  fingers ; the  impression  of  the  lines  on  the  under  side  of  a 
finger-tip,  often  used  for  identification  of  persons;  a guide- 
post  bearing  an  index  finger  to  point  direction) 

5.  In  your  own  words  explain  how  silk  is  made.  Where  was  silk  first 
discovered  and  why  was  it  once  so  expensive?  (Silk  was  first  dis- 
covered in  China.  Its  discovery  was  a closely  guarded  secret, 
and  silk  became  a very  valuable  item  for  trade.  The  cocoon  of  the 
mulberry  silkworm  is  soaked  and  unwound.  One  cocoon  may  yield 
2,000  to  3,000  feet  of  filament.) 


MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME : handkerchiefs,  its,  excuse,  already 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  does,  hear 


4.  a.  Write  hardly.  What  word  do  the  first  four  letters  of 
hardly  make? 

b.  Write  the  word  which  begins  and  ends  with  the  letter  k. 
Draw  a circle  around  the  k that  is  silent. 

c.  Write  noise.  Drop  the  e and  add  y.  Add  less  to  noise  to 
make  another  word. 

d.  Write  rug.  Make  a new  word  by  changing  the  vowel  to  i. 
Use  your  dictionary  to  find  the  meaning  of  the  new  word. 

5.  a.  In  which  long  words  do  you  see  these  smaller  words? 

test,  chief,  ready,  it 

b.  These  words  are  written  without  any  particular  order. 
Arrange  them  in  pairs  which  go  sensibly  together : 

silk  noise  handkerchiefs  hear 

c.  Answer  these  questions  It  does  or  It  does  not. 

(1)  Does  it  rain  every  day? 

(2)  Does  a fly  have  wings? 

(3)  Does  a spider  have  eight  legs? 

d.  Write  the  root  word  for  does. 

e.  Write  a shorter  form  for  does  not,  and  another  for  do  not. 

6.  Its  means  belonging  to  it.  Note:  There  is  no  apostrophe. 
Change  the  words  in  bold  type  to  its. 

a.  the  company’s  bus, 

b.  the  dog’s  bone, 

c.  the  baby’s  bottle, 

d.  the  plant’s  flower. 

7.  Fun  with  words 

a.  What  comes  out  of  a tiny  caterpillar  and  becomes 
beautiful  cloth? 

b.  What  is  one  of  ten,  and  is  used  for  poking  and  pointing 
and  picking  up? 


79 


33 


HIT  THE  TARGET 


threw 

7.  among 

valentine 

8.  smell 

often 

9.  lie 

hello 

10.  stairs 

soldier 

11.  library 

asked 

12.  toward 

forth 

sleet 

This  is  a make-believe  dart  game.  You  can  make  it  a real  game 
if  you  have  a rubber  dart.  Throw  the  dart  at  a dart  board  which 
you  have  drawn  on  the  chalkboard.  You  must  spell  the  word  which 
matches  the  number  you  hit  on  the  dart  board.  If  you  spell  the 
word  correctly,  you  may  have  a second  turn.  If  you  miss  a word 
you  must  sit  down  and  study  it  until  you  are  sure  you  can  spell 
it.  You  are  then  allowed  another  turn.  The  winner  is  the  pupil 
or  team  with  the  highest  score  in  the  time  allowed. 

1.  a.  Pretend  you  are  playing  the  game.  Write  the  words  you 
would  have  to  spell  if  you  hit  the  numbers  1 and  8. 

b.  This  time  you  have  hit  the  number  2.  Write  the  word. 

c.  On  your  next  try  you  hit  number  6.  Write  the  word.  Write 
another  word  which  means  the  same  as  asked. 

d.  Write  the  word  you  would  have  to  spell  if  you  hit  number 
9.  This  word  has  two  meanings.  Use  it  in  two  ways  to  show 
that  you  know  both  meanings. 

2.  a.  Draw  a dart  board  like  this,  writing  or  printing  the 
words  instead  of  the  numbers. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  33 


Teaching  the  Words 

Since  eight  of  the  words  are  among  those  commonly  misspelled, 
particular  care  should  be  taken  in  teaching  this  unit.  Often  and  asked 
are  review  words  from  Book  3,  threw,  soldier,  and  among  appear 
earlier  in  this  book,  and  hello,  library,  and  toward  are  new  words  in 
this  unit. 

Group  the  words  according  to  the  number  of  syllables  for  teaching. 
Threw,  smell,  lie,  asked,  and  stairs  have  one  syllable.  Have  pupils  tell 
you  the  root  word  throw,  and  stress  that  threw  and  asked  are  “doing” 
words  in  the  past  time.  Underline  the  ew  combination  with  the  long  u 
sound  in  threw,  and  relate  it  to  new  and  few.  Lie  has  the  long  i sound 
for  ie  as  in  tries  and  tied.  Stairs,  the  plural  form  of  the  “name”  word 
stair,  has  the  ai  combination  with  the  long  a sound,  as  modified  by  r. 

Two-syllable  words  include  often,  hello,  soldier,  among,  toward. 
Circle  the  silent  t in  often.  In  hello,  the  syllable  division  comes  between 
the  double  l.  In  both  hello  and  soldier  the  o is  long.  Underline  for 
particular  stress  the  di  with  the  j sound  in  soldier. 

The  very  bright  pupils  may  be  interested  to  learn  that  among  is 
derived  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  word  onmang,  from  mengan,  meaning 
to  mingle.  In  Anglo-Saxon,  the  word  weard  was  used  to  express  direc- 
tion - hence  our  word  ward  added  to  the  end  of  a word  expresses  this 
same  meaning;  e.g.,  toward,  upward,  downward,  eastward,  etc. 

Valentine  and  library  have  three  syllables.  Valentine,  a word  for  a 
letter  or  card  sent  from  one  person  to  another  expressing  love,  was 
derived  from  the  name  of  the  saint.  Library  is  a difficult  word  as  pupils 
frequently  leave  out  the  ar  in  the  pronunciation.  Stress  the  syllabi- 
cation, li'brar-y,  and  box  the  second  syllable  for  particular  stress. 

Remind  the  pupils  to  use  the  study  steps  for  self-study. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  threw,  smell;  b.  valentine;  c.  asked;  requested,  ques- 
tioned, etc. ; d.  lie  - e.g.,  to  lie  down ; to  make  a false  statement,  a false- 
hood. 

Ex.  3.  a:  t;  b.  often,  hello,  soldier,  among,  toward;  c.  library  - ll ; 
d.  toward. 

Ex.  4.  a:  often;  b.  among;  c.  smell,  stairs;  d.  toward. 

Ex.  5.  a:  threw,  hello;  valentine,  often;  b.  hello;  c.  threw  and 
library  make  toward. 

Re-teaching 

The  di  in  soldier,  the  silent  t in  often,  and  the  o in  among  are  con- 
tinual sources  of  difficulty  and  must  be  re-taught  with  special  emphasis. 
Be  sure  to  add  these  words  to  your  class  list  to  be  included  as  review 
words  in  subsequent  units. 


FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  From  the  list  write  two  words  with 

• double  l;  (hello,  smell) 

• d at  the  end;  (asked,  toward) 

® ie ; (soldier,  lie) 

• ar  in  the  second  syllable,  (library,  toward) 

2.  Write  the  word  from  the  list  that 

• you  would  use  when  meeting  a friend ; (hello) 

• is  the  name  of  a special  card;  (valentine) 

• is  the  name  of  a room  or  building ; (library) 

• means  frequently,  (often) 

3.  • Write  the  two-syllable  words  that  begin  with  a small  word. 

(often,  toward,  among,  soldier,  hello) 

• Write  the  three-syllable  word  that  ends  in  y.  (library) 

• Write  the  word  that  has  a j sound.  Underline  the  letters  that 
make  the  sound,  (soldier) 

4.  • Write  the  words  in  the  list  in  which  you  see  the  following  small 

words:  air,  ten,  war,  old.  (stairs,  often,  toward,  soldier) 

• Write  the  word  from  the  list  that  is  opposite  in  meaning  to: 
seldom,  good-bye,  answered,  away,  apart,  (often,  hello,  asked, 
toward,  among) 

5.  Write  the  words  whose  last  letters  spell  the  word  LONGER,  (smell, 
hello,  often,  among,  valentine  or  lie,  soldier) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  forth.  Underline  the  root  word.  Replace  the  th  with 

ward  to  make  a new  word,  (forth;  forward) 

® Write  sleet.  Underline  the  vowel  combination  with  the  long  e 
sound.  Replace  the  last  consonant  with  other  consonants  to 
make  new  words,  (sleek,  sleep) 

2.  • Write  several  expressions  that  you  might  use  in  place  of  hello. 

(How  do  you  do?  Good  morning,  Hi,  etc.) 

• Write  the  name  of  three  smells  that  are  pleasant.  With  what 
animal  is  an  unpleasant  smell  associated?  (Accept  a wide 
range;  e.g.,  flowers,  food,  etc.;  the  skunk) 

• Write  the  title  of  a famous  fairy  tale  that  contains  the  word 
soldier.  Who  wrote  the  story?  (The  Steadfast  Tin  Soldier  by 
Hans  Christian  Andersen) 

4.  • Write  the  word  that  is  often  used  with  forth.  Write  the 

homonym  for  forth.  Write  a sentence  using  the  word  forth. 
(back  and  forth;  fourth) 

• Write  two  words  with  the  root  scend,  one  meaning  go  up,  the 
other  go  down,  (ascend,  descend) 

• Write  words  that  rhyme  with  sleet  but  are  spelled  differently, 
(heat,  suite,  complete,  deceit,  etc.) 

• To  lie  has  several  different  meanings.  Explain  what  is  meant 
by  each  of  the  following : to  lie  one’s  way  out  of  trouble ; to  lie 
low;  the  road  lies  ahead,  (to  tell  an  untruth;  to  remain  in 
hiding;  to  extend  or  have  direction) 


5.  • 


Sleet  is  a mixture  of  rain  and  snow.  Write  the  names  of  at 
least  two  other  forms  of  water  descending  upon  the  earth, 
(snow,  rain,  hail,  fog,  etc.) 

• By  what  means  other  than  using  stairs  can  we  get  from  one 
floor  to  another?  (elevators,  escalators) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  threw,  hello,  soldier,  among,  library, 
toward 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  often,  asked 


Use  your  pencil  as  a dart. 
Close  your  eyes  and  point 
quietly  at  the  dart  board. 
Write  the  word  your  pencil 
hits.  If  you  spell  it  correctly, 
you  score  the  number  of  the 
word,  e.g.,  hello,  4.  See  how 
high  a score  you  can  get  in 
two  minutes. 

3.  a.  If  your  dart  hit  often,  what  letter  would  you  have  to 
note  particularly?  Write  often.  Give  yourself  3 points  if  you 
spelled  it  correctly  without  looking  at  the  book. 

b.  Write  five  two-syllable  words  in  the  list.  If  you  spelled 
them  all  correctly,  you  may  give  yourself  31  points. 

c.  What  is  the  score  of  the  word  for  a place  where  books 
are  kept  and  used?  Write  the  word  and  give  yourself  the 
score  if  you  spelled  the  word  correctly. 

d.  Write  the  word  which  has  the  most  points. 

You  are  spelling  carefully  if  you  succeeded  in  scoring  57  points 
in  Exercise  3. 

4.  Write 

a.  the  word  with  a t which  is  usually  silent. 

b.  the  word  with  an  o which  sounds  like  u. 

c.  two  one-syllable  words  which  begin  with  s. 

d.  a word  which  begins  with  to. 

Count  your  score.  Did  you  make  40  points? 

5.  Fun  with  the  word  numbers 

a.  Write  two  sets  of  words  whose  scores  add  up  to  the  score 

for  soldier. 

b.  Write  soldier  and  the  other  word  which  together  would 
give  you  the  score  of  lie. 

c.  Write  the  words  for  this  score : 1 and  11  to  make  12. 
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34 


PLANTING  A TREE 


silver 

rich 

oak 

wall 

its 

maple 

roof 

straight 

dirt 

soft 

won’t 

squirrel 

dug 

iron 

gold 

palm 

Jim  is  digging  in  the  soft  rich  dirt  about  twenty  feet  from  the 
wall  of  his  house.  He  is  going  to  plant  a silver  maple  tree  to  match 
the  oak  tree  his  father  planted  long  ago  at  the  back  of  the  house. 
The  oak  throws  its  shade  over  the  roof  of  the  house,  and  has  the 
nest  of  a squirrel  high  in  its  trunk.  Some  day  the  maple  too  will 
be  straight  and  tall,  and  will  give  shelter  to  birds  and  shade  to 
the  house. 


1.  From  the  story  and  the  picture  find  answers  to  these 
questions. 

a.  Where  is  Jim  digging? 

b.  What  is  he  planting? 

c.  What  sort  of  tree  grows  behind  the  house? 

d.  What  animal  lives  in  the  oak  tree? 

e.  What  is  shaded  by  the  oak? 

2.  a.  Which  word  in  the  list  is  not  in  the  story? 

b.  Has  a maple  tree  a straight  trunk? 

c.  Which  word  in  the  story  is  used  to  mean  soil  or  earth? 

3.  Jim  made  a collection  of  leaves  last  fall, 
a.  Name  two  leaves  in  Jim’s  collection. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  34 


Teaching  the  Words 

The  three  commonly  misspelled  words,  its,  won't,  and  straight,  are 
all  review  words  from  earlier  units  in  this  book. 

Ask  pupils  for  the  word  from  the  list  that  is  a contraction.  Write 
the  long  form  of  the  word  won't  - will  not.  Pupils  should  recognize  that 
the  form  of  this  word  is  changed  in  the  contraction  - will  becomes  wo 
and  the  apostrophe  takes  the  place  of  o in  not. 

Review  the  meaning  of  its  as  belonging  to  it;  and  of  straight  as  a 
“describing”  word.  Underline  the  aigh  representing  the  long  a sound 
in  straight. 

Underline  the  ir  in  dirt  and  squirrel,  and  note  that  squirrel  ends  in 
el  as  in  tunnel,  and  that  the  syllable  division  comes  between  the  double 
consonant  - squir\rel.  Maple  ends  in  le  as  in  bottle  and  uncle.  Note 
the  long  a even  though  two  consonants  come  between  a and  the  silent 
e in  maple.  Relate  maple  to  table. 

Have  pupils  notice  the  vowel  combination  oa  in  oak  and  oo  in  roof. 
Circle  the  combinations  or  have  pupils  circle  them  on  the  board  or 
their  own  papers  as  they  write  the  words. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  in  the  soft  rich  dirt  about  twenty  feet  from  the  wall  of 

his  house;  b.  a silver  maple  tree;  c.  an  oak;  d.  a squirrel;  e.  the  roof 

of  the  house. 

Ex.  2.  a:  won’t;  b.  yes;  c.  dirt. 

Ex.  3.  a:  maple,  oak;  b.  A - the  maple  has  3 points;  B - the  oak 

has  8.  Answers  may  vary  depending  on  the  pupils’  interpretation  of  the 
points  on  a leaf. 

Ex.  4:  Never  use  an  apostrophe  in  its  to  show  ownership,  a.  its 
maple  trees;  b.  its  wall;  c.  its  squirrel;  d.  its  silver  star. 

Ex.  5.  a : soft,  rich,  won’t ; b.  Accept  reasonable  answers ; c.  silver ; 
d.  will  not. 

Ex.  6.  a:  silver,  its,  rich;  b.  dirt,  squirrel;  c.  maples,  oaks,  walls, 
squirrels;  d.  roof,  wall,  squirrel. 

Ex.  7 : Encourage  the  pupils  to  make  their  stories  interesting.  Have 
pupils  feel  themselves  to  be  trees  and  speak  as  trees. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Write  the  word  that 

• names  an  animal ; (squirrel) 

• names  part  of  a building ; (roof) 

• describes  someone  who  has  much  money ; (rich) 

• tells  how  you  should  always  stand,  (straight) 

2.  Write  the  words  that 

• have  a long  a sound;  (maple,  straight) 

• have  double  consonants;  (wall,  squirrel) 

• end  in  a consonant  blend ; (its,  soft,  won’t) 

• begin  with  w.  (won’t,  wall) 


3.  Write  straight  or  not  straight  after  each  of  the  following: 

a.  a ruler;  b.  a branch;  c.  a corkscrew;  d.  a flag-pole,  (straight  - 
a,  d;  not  straight  - b,  c) 

4.  • Write  dirt  and  silver.  Add  y to  each  word  and  write  sentences 

using  the  new  words,  (dirty,  silvery) 

• Write  roof.  Replace  the  / with  m and  t to  make  new  words, 
(room,  root) 

• Write  wall.  Write  as  many  words  as  you  can  by  changing  only 
the  w in  wall,  (tall,  pall,  call,  hall,  ball,  gall,  fall) 

© Write  rich  and  soft.  Add  er  and  est  to  each  word,  (richer, 
richest;  softer,  softest) 

5.  Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  are  related  to  each  of  the  follow- 
ing: acorn,  a mine,  bricks,  house,  (oak  or  squirrel,  silver,  wall, 
wall  or  roof) 


FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  dug  and  its  root  word.  Add  ing  to  the  root  word,  (dig, 

digging) 

• Write  iron.  Name  three  other  metals,  (copper,  nickel,  tin,  etc.) 

• Write  gold.  List  at  least  three  things  for  which  gold  is  used, 
(rings,  coins,  bracelets,  dishes,  etc.) 

• Write  palm.  Circle  the  silent  letter.  Write  two  other  words 
that  have  this  same  silent  letter.  (pa(T)m;  walk,  talk,  folk, 
calm,  yolk,  etc.) 

2.  • The  word  squirrel  comes  from  two  Greek  words  that  mean 

shade-tail.  Why  is  this  a good  name  for  this  animal?  (Its  long 
bushy  tail  can  curl  up  over  its  body.) 

• List  three  words  in  this  unit  that  name  minerals.  List  them  in 
order  of  value,  (gold,  silver,  iron) 

®.  Use  the  word  palm  with  two  entirely  different  meanings,  (palm 
of  the  hand,  a tropical  tree) 

• List  the  names  of  silver  coins  that  you  use.  (dime,  quarter, 
half-dollar) 

3.  • Write  the  plural  form  of  roof.  How  is  the  plural  of  roof 

different  from  the  plural  forms  of  half,  calf,  and  wolf  ? (roofs; 
these  words  have  / changed  to  ves  in  the  plural) 

• Write  at  least  two  words  that  have  meanings  similar  to 
straight,  (direct,  even,  level,  unbent,  sheer,  etc.) 

4.  • What  are  three  things  for  which  the  maple  tree  is  used? 

(shade,  syrup,  homes  for  birds  and  animals,  lumber,  etc.) 

• Of  what  is  a roof  usually  made?  Name  several  other  things 
sometimes  used  for  making  roofs,  (shingles;  tile,  thatching, 
roofing-paper,  etc.  Accept  any  answer  a pupil  gives  for  the 
most  usual  roofing  material.) 

• A squirrel  belongs  to  the  family  of  rodents  or  gnawing  animals. 
Name  two  or  three  other  rodents,  (mice,  rats,  rabbits,  gophers, 
etc.) 


• Maple  and  oak  trees  both  lose  their  leaves  in  the  fall.  Name 
several  trees  that  do  not  lose  their  leaves,  (pine,  spruce, 
tamarack,  etc.) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  its,  won’t,  straight 


b.  Tell  how  many  big  points  each  leaf  has,  using  the  words 
maple  and  oak  in  your  answer. 


4.  Remember  its  means  belonging  to  it.  Should  you  or  should 
you  not  use  an  apostrophe  when  its  shows  ownership? 

Change  the  following  groups  of  words  by  using  its  instead  of  the 
words  in  bold  type.  Example:  the  roof  of  the  house — its  roof. 

a.  the  maple  trees  in  the  park, 

b.  the  wall  of  the  building, 

c.  the  squirrel  belonging  to  the  zoo, 

d.  the  silver  star  of  evening. 

5.  a.  Write  words  from  the  list  which  are  opposite  in  meaning 

to  hard,  poor,  will. 

b.  Use  roof  and  wall  in  one  sentence. 

c.  Which  word  is  the  name  of  a precious  metal? 

d.  Won’t  is  the  short  form  for  what  two  words? 

6.  a.  Which  words  have  short  i?  Underline  the  short  i in  each 
word. 

b.  Write  the  words  which  have  ir.  Circle  the  ir  combination. 

c.  Write  plural  forms  of  maple,  oak,  wall,  squirrel. 

d.  Write  all  the  words  which  have  double  letters.  Underline 
the  double  letters. 

7.  Try  to  imagine  that  you  are  a tree.  Tell  about  yourself  and 
your  life:  what  kind  of  a tree  you  are,  where  you  live,  how  old 
you  are,  and  of  what  use  you  are.  Perhaps  boys  and  girls  climb 
you  sometimes!  Be  sure  to  proof-read  your  story  when  it  is 
finished. 
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35 


IT’S  AND  ITS 


WHICH  IS  IT? 


It  is  not  a hard  word  to  spell.  Neither  is  its  or  it’s.  But  you  must 
make  sure  you  remember  how  to  use  its  and  it's  correctly. 


Study  these  sentences: 

The  horse  broke  its  leg  when 
it  fell. 

its  means  belonging  to  it. 


It's  all  right  to  stay  up  until 
nine  o’clock. 

it’s  is  a contraction  of 
it  is. 


its 

it’s 

neck 

tore 

seemed 

whose 

trouble 

remember 

all  right 

excuse 

heart 

everybody 

cloudy 

row 


1.  Use  it’s  or  its  correctly  in  every  answer: 

a.  What  day  is  it  today? 

b.  Where  did  the  hen  lay  its  eggs? 

c.  Whose  dog  is  that? 

d.  Do  you  know  its  name  ? 

2.  a.  Read  these  sentences  and  decide  whether  the  excuse  is 
good  or  poor.  Write  good  excuse  or  poor  excuse  after  the 
number  of  each  sentence. 

(1)  Mary  said,  “I  missed  school  because  I slept  in  this 
morning.” 

(2)  Bob  said,  “I  was  away  because  I was  sick.” 

(3)  Jim  said,  “I  was  home  with  a bad  cold.” 

b.  Write  I remember  or  I don’t  remember  after  the  number 
of  each  of  these : 

(1)  the  day  you  started  school, 

(2)  your  mother’s  birthday, 

(3)  the  name  of  last  year’s  teacher. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  35 


Teaching  the  Words 

This  unit  reintroduces  eight  words  that  are  frequently  misspelled. 
Of  the  remaining  words,  neck,  tore,  heart,  and  remember,  the  last  word 
is  also  a spelling  demon.  The  root  word  is  derived  from  Latin 
memorare,  to  bring  to  mind.  The  meaning  of  remember  is  literally  to 
bring  to  mind  again.  A pre-test  of  this  unit  might  provide  the  best 
indication  of  the  emphasis  necessary  to  ensure  mastery  of  specific 
words. 

Misspelling  of  its  and  it’s  is  usually  caused  by  a confusion  in  mean- 
ing. Pupils  have  learned  that  the  apostrophe  is  used  in  forming  con- 
tractions and  also  to  show  possession  in  name  words.  Thus  the  apos- 
trophe may  appear  justified  in  both  cases  in  the  eyes  of  the  pupils 
at  this  grade  level.  There  must  be  sufficient  practice  in  using  these 
words  correctly  to  enable  pupils  to  remember  that  the  apostrophe  is 
used  only  in  the  contraction  of  it  is. 

In  remember,  underline  the  prefix  re  and  stress  that  it  means  again. 
Divide  the  word  into  syllables  - re\mem\ber  - and  enunciate  each 
syllable  clearly. 

Pupils  should  recognize  that  the  e of  the  vowel  combination  ea  in 
heart  is  silent,  and  that  the  a is  modified  by  r,  as  in  far  and  car.  Neck 
has  the  ck  ending  as  in  knock  and  quick.  Relate  tore  to  store  and 
more,  words  already  familiar  to  the  pupils. 

Review  the  double  e in  seemed,  the  ou  with  the  short  u sound  in 
trouble,  and  the  two  pronunciations  for  excuse.  Draw  attention  to  the 
c in  excuse.  Divide  this  word  into  syllables  and  have  pupils  hear,  say, 
and  write  each  syllable.  Note  se,  which  has  the  sound  of  z when  excuse 
is  used  as  a verb,  the  long  u spelled  by  u alone,  and  the  final  e.  Point 
out  that  everybody  is  a compound  word  in  which  each  part  is  un- 
changed, and  that  all  right  is  two  separate  words.  Underline  the  root 
word  who  in  whose,  and  teach  that,  like  its,  whose  refers  to  possession 
without  an  apostrophe. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  it’s;  b.  its ; c.  it’s ; d.  its. 

Ex.  2.  a:  (1)  poor  excuse;  (2),  (3)  good  excuse;  b.  Accept  pupils’ 
answers;  c.  (2),  (3),  (4). 

Ex.  3.  a:  neck,  heart;  b.  everybody;  everyone;  c.  seemed,  tore; 
d.  seem;  ee. 

Ex.  4.  a:  heart  - d;  trouble  - u;  d modified  by  r;  b.  hearty  - 
sincere,  healthy,  loud,  etc. ; c.  troublesome  - annoying,  causing  trouble ; 
d.  who;  Accept  reasonable  answers. 

Ex.  5.  a : trouble ; b.  neck ; c.  all  right. 

Re-teaching 

Dictate  and  re-teach  only  the  words  that  were  misspelled,  according 
to  the  procedure  outlined  in  previous  units. 


FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  Write  the  words  that  have 

® a silent  e ending ; (tore,  whose,  excuse) 

© double  letters ; (seemed,  all  right) 

® the  same  letters  at  the  beginning  and  end ; (excuse,  remember) 
® the  er  partners,  (remember,  everybody) 

2.  Which  word 

• could  start  a question?  (whose) 

• means  the  same  as  pardon?  (excuse) 

® is  a contraction  ? (it’s) 

• is  the  opposite  of  nobody ? (everybody) 

3.  © Write  tore.  Add  n to  tore.  What  happens  to  the  e?  (torn;  e is 

dropped) 

® Write  the  past  form  and  the  ing  form  of  excuse  and  remember. 

(excused,  excusing;  remembered,  remembering) 

® Write  everybody.  Write  the  two  parts  of  everybody.  With  each 
part  make  compound  words,  (every,  body;  everyone,  every- 
thing, everywhere,  etc.;  nobody,  somebody,  anybody,  etc.) 

® Use  the  word  neck  to  make  two  compound  words,  (necktie, 
necklace,  etc.) 

4.  ® Write  a question  using  whose  and  remember. 

© Write  a command  using  excuse  and  everybody. 

© Write  a sentence  about  a contest  that  seemed  all  right. 

® Write  a sentence  with  it’s  used  correctly. 

5.  © Write  four  words  showing  different  pronounciations  for  the 

letter  o.  Underline  the  o in  each  word,  (trouble,  tore,  whose, 
everybody) 

® Write  the  words  in  which  you  see  the  following  small  words: 
use,  hear,  hose,  very,  ore.  (excuse,  heart,  whose,  everybody, 
tore) 

• Write  two  words  in  the  list  that  have  three  e’s.  (seemed, 
remember) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1 ® Write  cloudy . Underline  the  root  word.  Write  two  other 

examples  of  “describing”  words  made  by  adding  y to  a “name” 
word,  (rainy,  dirty,  silky,  silvery,  etc.) 

• Write  row.  As  a “name”  word,  row  has  two  different  mean- 
ings and  two  different  pronunciations.  Write  two  sentences 
to  show  the  difference  in  meaning  and  pronunciation,  (with 
a long  o sound  - a series  of  persons  or  things  arranged  in  a 
continuous  line,  e.g.,  a row  of  desks;  with  the  ou  sound  - a 
noisy  disturbance  or  riot) 

2.  Write  words  beginning  with  re  that  mean 
® to  come  back;  (return) 

® to  say  again;  (repeat  or  retell) 

• to  save  from  danger ; (rescue  or  retrieve) 

• to  mend,  (repair) 


3.  • 


Use  neck  as  meaning  part  of  something  other  than  the  body, 
(neck  of  a bottle,  neck  of  land,  etc.) 

• Write  another  word  from  the  same  root  as  each  of  the  follow- 
ing: remember,  excuse,  heart,  row.  (remembered,  remember- 
ing, memory,  memoirs,  etc. ; excusable,  etc. ; heartily,  heart- 
less, etc.;  rower,  rowing,  etc.) 

4.  © Write  two  words  in  which  wh  has  the  h sound  as  in  whose. 

(who,  whom,  whole) 

© Write  two  examples,  other  than  trouble,  in  which  ou  is  pro- 
nounced short  u.  (rough,  tough,  enough,  cousin,  double,  etc.) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  its,  it’s,  seemed,  whose,  trouble,  remem- 
ber, all  right,  excuse,  everybody 


c.  If  it  is  proper  to  do  the  following  things,  write  all  right 
after  the  number. 

(1)  come  to  school  late, 

(2)  study  your  lessons  thoroughly, 

(3)  say  “thank  you”  when  you  are  given  something, 

(4)  read  books. 

3.  a.  Write  two  words  which  name  parts  of  the  body. 

b.  Which  word  is  a compound?  Make  a new  word  by  chang- 
ing the  second  part  to  one. 

c.  Write  the  two  doing  words  or  verbs  which  tell  about  some- 
thing that  happened  in  the  past. 

d.  Write  seemed.  What  is  its  root  word?  What  letters  spell 
the  long  e sound  in  seemed? 

4.  a.  Write  heart  and  trouble.  Underline  the  vowel  combina- 
tions and  show  how  each  combination  is  pronounced.  What  is 
unusual  about  the  pronunciation  of  heart? 

b.  Add  y to  heart.  What  does  the  new  word  mean? 

c.  Add  some  to  trouble.  Use  the  new  word  to  show  its 
meaning. 

d.  Write  whose.  What  is  the  root  of  whose  ? Ask  a question 
using  whose  and  trouble. 

5.  What  word  am  I? 

a.  I am  a good  thing  to  keep  out  of,  but  children  always  seem 
to  be  getting  into  me. 

b.  I am  very  long  on  a giraffe,  and  very  short  on  a frog. 

c.  I am  two  words  which  tell  you  that  your  work  is  perfect. 


REMEMBER 


IBs  means  it  is. 

Its  means  belonging  to  it. 
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LOOK  AT  THESE  WORDS  AGAIN 


36 


excuse 

whose 

trouble 

everybody 

seemed 

straight 

shoes 

toward 

threw 

sugar 

won’t 

break 

forty 

sincerely 

tries 

among 

busy 

dining 

remember 

handkerchiefs 

maybe 

library 

minute 

raise 

hour 

From  the  list  match  words  to  these  meanings : 

a.  four  times  ten 

e.  eating  dinner 

b.  covering  for  the  feet 

f.  without  curve  or  bend 

c.  in  the  direction  of 

g.  lift 

d.  tossed 

h.  appeared 

2.  Write: 

a.  three  words  with  the  long  u sound.  Underline  the  letters 
which  spell  the  sound. 

b.  four  words  with  the  long  a sound.  Underline  the  letters 
which  spell  this  sound  in  each  word. 

c.  the  word  which  uses  u to  spell  the  short  i sound. 

d.  sincerely  and  its  root  word. 

e.  two  compound  words. 

3.  a.  Write  sugar  after  the  number  of  those  articles  which  are 
made  with  sugar: 

(1)  cake,  (2)  candy,  (3)  salt,  (4)  ice  cream, 
b.  Write  I won’t  after  the  numbers  of  those  things  you  won’t 
do  if  you  can  help  it: 

(1)  get  to  school  at  ten  o’clock, 

(2)  break  my  mother’s  best  dish, 

(3)  study  my  spelling, 

(4)  make  trouble  for  my  friends. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  36 


Teaching  the  Words 

Dictate  all  the  review  words  before  teaching  any  of  them.  Include 
as  review  words  any  additional  words  from  previous  units  that  caused 
particular  difficulty  in  your  class.  Allow  those  pupils  who  had  no  errors 
on  the  pre-test  to  proceed  with  the  exercises  “For  Good  Spellers”  or 
related  language  work.  Teach  the  words  misspelled  to  the  pupils  who 
had  errors  and  continue  to  dictate  and  re-teach  until  almost  all  of  the 
class  have  mastered  the  unit.  Since  all  the  words  are  included  among 
words  most  commonly  misspelled,  particular  care  must  be  taken  in 
teaching  these  words  to  the  poor  spellers. 

Group  the  misspelled  words,  wherever  possible,  to  emphasize  simi- 
larities in  structure,  meaning,  etc.  Words  with  long  a sound  include 
maybe,  straight,  raise,  and  break.  By  circling,  boxing,  or  writing  in 
coloured  chalk,  draw  the  pupils’  attention  to  the  ay,  aigh,  ai,  and  ea 
combinations  that  have  the  long  a sound. 

Threw  and  shoes  begin  with  consonant  partners.  Note  that,  although 
the  initial  sound  in  sugar  is  sh,  it  is  spelled  with  only  s,  as  in  sure. 

Circle  the  suffixes  of  seemed,  sincerely,  and  dining.  Box  the  root 
word  in  each  case,  and  note  that  the  silent  e of  sincere  is  retained 
when  the  suffix  ly  is  added,  but  in  dining  the  silent  e of  dine  is  dropped 
because  the  suffix,  ing,  begins  with  a vowel. 

Compound  words  include  maybe,  everybody,  and  handkerchiefs. 
Separate  the  words  into  their  two  parts. 

Circle  the  silent  consonants  in  straight  and  hour.  Have  pupils  in- 
clude these  words  in  sentences  to  be  sure  they  understand  the  correct 
meanings  in  context. 

Print  in  coloured  chalk  the  unusual  vowel  sounds  in  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing : u with  the  short  i sound  in  busy  and  minute ; o with  the  short 
u sound  in  among ; ou  with  the  short  u sound  in  trouble. 

Pupils  must  remember  that  the  u of  the  root  word  four  is  dropped 
when  ty  is  added.  Box  for  special  emphasis  the  second  syllable  of 
library  and  remember.  Careless  pronunciation  of  these  two  words  often 
causes  errors. 

Shoes  and  handkerchiefs  have  the  plural  ending  s added  to  the 
singular  nouns  shoe  and  handkerchief.  Note  the  unusual  pronunciation 
of  oe  in  shoes.  Tries  is  a “doing”  word  in  present  time,  and  has  the  y 
of  the  root  word  try  changed  to  i when  es  is  added. 

When  you  feel  the  class  is  ready,  dictate  all  the  words  to  all  the 
pupils  to  test  their  mastery  of  the  words  in  this  unit.  Keep  a record 
of  their  achievement,  and  a list  of  words  that  are  still  causing  diffi- 
culty. Include  these  spelling  demons  in  later  units  and  class  reviews. 
Be  sure  pupils  also  keep  their  personal  spelling  lists  up  to  date. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  forty;  b.  shoes;  c.  toward;  d.  threw;  e.  dining; 
f.  straight;  g.  raise;  h.  seemed. 


Ex.  2.  a:  excuse,  threw,  minute^;  b.  maybe,  straight,  raise,  break; 

c.  minute  and  busy;  d.  sincere;  e.  maybe,  everybody,  handkerchiefs. 
Ex.  3.  a:  (1),  (2),  (4);  b.  (1),  (2),  (4). 

Ex.  4.  a:  busy,  excuse,  forty,  maybe,  seemed,  threw;  b.  seemed, 
shoes,  sincerely,  straight,  sugar;  c.  (2),  (2),  (1),  (2),  (3). 

Ex.  5.  a:  minute;  b.  forty;  c.  library;  d.  remember;  e.  remember, 
excuse. 

Ex.  6:  Accept  reasonable  examples. 

Ex.  7.  a:  break;  b.  threw;  c.  shoes;  d.  excuse,  minute. 

EXTRA  HELP 

Ex.  1:  Accept  reasonable  answers. 

Ex.  2.  a:  trouble  - short  u\  b.  u - short  i ; business;  c.  straight; 

d.  every | body;  e.  among;  f.  hour. 

Ex.  3.  a:  seemed;  b.  sincerely;  c.  remember;  d.  w7onft;  e.  shoes, 
handkerchiefs. 

Ex.  4.  a:  handkerchiefs;  b.  sugar;  c.  library;  d.  minute. 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

Ex.  1.  a:  Remembrance  Day;  b.  memorable;  memorial;  memoran- 
dum; memento. 

Ex.  2.  a:  Pardon  me;  I beg  your  pardon;  Please  forgive  me;  I am 
so  sorry;  b.  to  break  the  news;  a lucky  break;  a major  break-through; 
to  break  in  shoes,  to  break  into  a bank,  etc. ; c.  oxfords,  sandals,  boots, 
pumps,  overshoes,  mukluks,  moccasins,  wooden  shoes,  rubbers,  running 
shoes,  bedroom  slippers,  etc.;  d.  Yours  truly,  Yours  very  truly,  Your 
friend,  Sincerely,  etc. 

Ex.  3 : “Check  your  spelling  carefully.” 

a.  opuijoh  jt  upp  nvdi  uspvcmf  jg  zpv  fokpz  epjoh  ju. 

b.  Uif  xpsme  cfmpoht  up  uiptf  xip  sfbe. 


FOR  TEACHERS  ONLY 


The  parts  of  the  body  have  given  rise  to  many  metaphors,  some 
of  which  are  so  old  and  established  that  they  have  become  idioms. 
For  example,  “a  hearty  meal”  has  little  to  do  with  the  heart  and 
“a  pain  in  the  neck”  does  not  occur  in  the  neck.  To  shoulder  a 
burden,  or  the  blame ; to  drive  in  the  teeth  of  the  wind ; to  get  to 
the  heart  of  the  matter ; to  have  no  stomach  for  an  enterprise.  All 
these  colourful  sayings  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  actual  parts  of 
the  body  mentioned.  In  footing  and  pedestal,  the  metaphor  is  still 
apparent,  but  in  cabbage  it  is  lost  except  for  those  who  know  that 
the  word  originated  from  the  Latin  word  caput,  head. 


MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS:  All  twenty-five 
words  in  this  unit  appear  in  the  list  of  words  commonly  misspelled. 


4.  a.  Write,  in  alphabetical  order,  all  the  words  in  the  first 
column. 

b.  Write,  in  alphabetical  order,  all  the  words  which  begin 
with  s. 

c.  Write  the  following  words.  After  each  show  how  many 
syllables  it  has;  e.g.,  among  (2) 

among,  busy,  tries,  minute,  handkerchiefs. 

5.  Use  words  from  the  list  in  your  answers  to  these  questions: 

a.  What  is  one-sixtieth  of  an  hour  called? 

b.  What  number  is  half  way  between  thirty  and  fifty? 

c.  How  often  do  you  go  to  a library? 

d.  What  day  of  the  year  do  you  remember  most  easily? 

e.  When  must  you  remember  to  say  “Excuse  me”  ? 

6.  a.  Write  a statement  using  the  word  toward. 

b.  Write  a question  using  among. 

c.  Write  a question  beginning  with  whose. 

7.  Write  the  word  which 

a.  sounds  the  same  as  brake. 

b.  sounds  the  same  as  through. 

c.  rhymes  with  whose  but  is  spelled  differently. 

d.  has  two  pronunciations,  depending  on  the  meaning. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

The  word  excuse  comes  from  the  same  word  as  cause.  If 
you  think  of  the  meaning  you  will  understand  how  ex-cuse 
and  cause  are  related.  Another  word  which  is  related  to 
these  two  is  because. 
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Extra  Help 

1.  Answer  these  questions,  using  the  words  in  bold  type  in  your 
answers.  Proof-read  every  answer  carefully. 

a.  Won’t  you  get  your  feet  wet  when  you  walk  in  the  puddle  ? 

b.  How  can  you  keep  your  shoes  dry? 

c.  Who  tries  hardest  to  be  good? 

d.  When  do  you  walk  toward  the  school? 

e.  Did  you  break  the  window? 

f.  Who  threw  the  ball? 

2.  a.  Write  trouble.  Underline  the  vowel  combination.  What 
sound  has  it? 

b.  Write  busy.  Circle  u.  What  sound  has  it?  Make  a word 
from  busy,  by  changing  y to  i and  adding  ness. 

c.  Write  straight.  Underline  two  silent  consonants. 

d.  Write  everybody.  Draw  a line  between  the  two  words  of 
which  it  is  made. 

e.  Write  among.  Underline  the  letter  which  has  a short  u 
sound. 

f.  Write  the  word  which  begins  with  silent  h. 

3.  a.  Which  word  in  the  list  has  a double  letter? 

b.  Which  word  ends  in  ly? 

c.  Which  word  begins  with  re  and  ends  in  er? 

d.  Which  word  is  a short  way  of  saying  will  not? 

e.  Which  two  words  are  plural? 

4.  What  are  these? 

a.  They  are  used  when  you  have  a cold. 

b.  It  is  used  to  make  desserts. 

c.  It  is  the  place  you  go  to  get  books  to  read. 

d.  Sixty  of  them  make  an  hour. 
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For  Good  Spellers 

1.  Remember  and  memory  are  derived  from  the  same  word. 
Remember  means  bring  back  to  memory. 

a.  Write  the  name  of  a holiday  in  November  when  we  re- 
member the  soldiers  who  fought  in  the  wars. 

b.  By  using  a dictionary,  find  words  beginning  with  mem 
that  have  these  meanings : 

• worth  remembering. 

• a monument  in  memory  of  someone. 

• a note  sent  to  remind  someone  of  something. 

• a small  gift  given  as  a remembrance. 

2.  a.  Write  at  least  two  other  ways  besides  “Excuse  me”  in 
which  you  might  excuse  yourself  for  something. 

b.  The  word  break  can  be  used  in  many  ways.  Illustrate 
three  or  four  of  these  uses  of  break ; e.g.,  to  break  a bone,  to 
make  a break  for  freedom. 

c.  There  are  many  different  kinds  of  shoes.  Make  a list  of 
at  least  six  different  kinds  of  footwear. 

d.  Yours  sincerely  is  one  way  of  closing  a letter.  Write  at 
least  three  other  ways  in  which  a letter  may  be  brought  to  a 
close. 

3.  A code 

Difdl  zpvs  tqfmmjoh  dbsfgvmmz. 

For  each  letter  in  this  code  write  the  letter  that  comes  before  it  in 
the  alphabet.  What  message  is  written  above? 

Use  the  same  code  to  write  these  messages: 

a.  Nothing  is  too  much  trouble  if  you  enjoy  doing  it. 

b.  The  world  belongs  to  those  who  read. 
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37 


MOSTLY  FOR  DESCRIBING 


free 

loose 

real 

quite 

different 

sudden 

whole 

wrong 

useless 

forty 

fifth 

famous 

hardly 

ill  iliiiiiiiiiii 

tiny 

solid 

empty 

I was  caught  by  a storm. 

I was  caught  by  a sudden  storm. 

Which  sentence  gives  you  a better  picture  of  what  happened? 
Which  word  describes  the  storm? 

Most  of  the  words  in  the  list  are  words,  like  sudden,  which  help 
give  a better,  clearer  word-picture. 

1.  a.  Write  a different  word  from  the  list  with  each  of  the 
following  words  to  make  a clearer,  better  picture. 

soldier  flower  island  language  period 

b.  Make  each  group  of  words  have  an  opposite  meaning  by 
exchanging  the  word  in  bold  type  for  a word  from  the  list: 

an  unknown  captain  a captive  chief 

a similar  excuse  a useful  fence 

an  imaginary  giant  the  correct  cost 

c.  Write  in  words:  40  cousins,  44  soldiers,  the  45th  goal. 

2.  a.  Write  either  quite  useful,  or  quite  useless  for  each  of  the 
following : 

(1)  a broken  bottle,  (2)  40  nickels,  (3)  a torn  rubber. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  37 


Introducing  the  Unit 

This  lesson  provides  an  excellent  opportunity  to  correlate  spelling 
and  creative  English.  If  you  have  taught  the  importance  of  descriptive 
words  to  create  a “mind  picture”  of  something,  you  will  have  no  diffi- 
culty introducing  the  words  in  this  unit  as  “describing”  words.  Have 
pupils  use  each  word  to  describe  several  very  different  nouns;  e.g.,  a 
free  country;  free  from  worry;  a free  concert,  etc.  Encourage  the 
pupils  to  use  original  and  interesting  context  for  their  examples  and  to 
develop  an  appreciation  for  colourful  description. 

Teaching  the  Words 

As  they  are  used  in  context,  group  the  words  in  two  lists,  those  of 
one  syllable  and  those  of  more  than  one  syllable.  Proceed  to  teach  the 
difficult  parts  of  each  word,  using  coloured  chalk,  boxes,  arrows,  or 
any  original  means  to  emphasize  these. 

Free,  fifth,  loose,  whole,  wrong,  and  quite  are  all  one-syllable  words. 
Box  the  double  vowels  in  free  and  loose.  In  both  whole  and  wrong,  the 
initial  w is  silent.  Review  the  word  whole  in  context  to  be  sure  that 
pupils  understand  that  it  means  all.  Quite  and  whole  both  have  a silent 
e ending,  which  makes  the  preceding  vowels  long.  Write  the  word  five, 
which  is  the  root  word  of  fifth;  point  out  that  the  ve  becomes  / in 
fifth,  fifty,  and  fifteen.  Ask  pupils  to  explain  the  effect  on  the  i when 
the  e is  dropped. 

Words  of  more  than  one  syllable  include  sudden,  famous,  real,  use- 
less, hardly,  different,  and  forty.  Draw  a vertical  line  to  separate  the 
two  parts  of  the  compound  word  use\less.  Note  that  the  syllable 
division  in  sudden  comes  between  the  double  consonant,  and  review 
with  pupils  that  the  u is  short  in  this  word  because  it  is  a single  vowel 
in  a syllable  ending  in  a consonant. 

In  different,  the  first  syllable  division  of  the  three  comes  between  the 
two  f’s  - dif'fer-ent.  Underline  the  second  syllable  and  emphasize  that 
it  has  three  letters  so  that  pupils  will  remember  the  er. 

Hardly  and  forty  have  ly  and  ty  added  to  the  root  words.  Give  par- 
ticular stress  to  the  fact  that  the  u in  the  root  word  four  is  omitted 
when  ty  is  added.  Do  not  refer  to  the  difference  when  th  is  added  to 
make  fourth  as  this  tends  to  confuse  the  poor  spellers.  Note  the  long 
a in  famous  and  the  short  u sound  of  ou  as  in  cousin  and  trouble.  Com- 
pare the  syllable  division  between  the  vowels  in  real  to  quiet  and  period. 
Mark  the  long  e in  re'al  and  point  out  the  al  ending. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  Accept  reasonable  answers;  b.  famous,  different,  real, 
free,  useless,  wrong;  c.  forty,  forty-four,  forty-fifth. 

Ex.  2.  a:  quite  useful  - (2)  ; quite  useless  - (1),  (3)  ; b.  free,  sud- 
den, loose,  whole,  famous,  real,  wrong,  useless,  different;  c.  There  was 
hardly  a flower  to  be  seen.  History  will  hardly  rate  this  man  as  famous. 
We  had  hardly  a minute  to  spare;  No. 


Ex.  3.  a : difference  - variation,  dissimilarity,  etc. ; b.  moose ; loosely ; 
s;  c.  famous;  famously;  fame;  d.  fifth;  i becomes  short  when  the  e 
is  dropped;  one-fifth. 

Ex.  4.  a:  free,  su  ((Id)  en,  loose,  usele(ss),  di(ff)erent;  b.  whole, 
wrong;  accept  reasonable  examples;  c.  two;  d.  suddenly;  e.  unreal, 
reality  - something  real  or  actual. 

Ex.  5.  a:  (1),  (3),  (4)  ; b.  (2),  (3). 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

Follow  the  usual  procedure  for  dictating  the  words  in  context,  check- 
ing carefully,  having  corrections  made,  and  re-teaching  the  words 
misspelled. 

Stress  proof-reading  of  all  written  work  at  all  times  since  careless- 
ness in  writing  is  often  responsible  for  spelling  errors. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  ® Find  and  write  the  word  that  has  three  syllables  with  three 

letters  in  each  syllable.  Write  it  in  syllables  and  then  as  a com- 
plete word,  (dif'fer-ent) 

© Write  two  two-syllable  words  that  have  three  letters  in  each 
syllable,  (sud'den,  fam'ous) 

• Write  a two-syllable  word  with  only  two  letters  in  each 
syllable.  Write  it  in  syllables,  (re'al) 

© Write  two  two-syllable  words  ending  in  y.  (hardly,  forty) 

2.  • Write  the  words  that  refer  to  numbers,  (fifth,  forty) 

• Write  words  that  are  usually  used  to  describe  something  un- 
pleasant. (wrong,  useless;  some  pupils  may  suggest  different 
and  loose ) 

• Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  you  would  use  with  each 
of  the  following:  drop,  movie  star,  answer,  country,  painting. 
(sudden,  famous,  wrong  or  different,  free,  real  or  famous; 
accept  other  reasonable  alternatives) 

• Write  the  word  that  means  the  same  as  complete,  incorrect, 
scarcely,  unexpected,  noted,  (whole,  wrong,  hardly,  sudden, 
famous) 

3.  Write 

• the  words  that  have  the  long  vowel  sound;  (free,  loose,  whole, 
famous,  real,  quite,  useless) 

• in  alphabetical  order  the  words  beginning  with  /;  (famous, 
fifth,  forty,  free) 

• the  words  that  end  in  s;  (famous,  useless) 

• the  words  that  have  three  consonants  together,  (fifth,  hardly ) 

4.  © Hardly  has  ly  added  to  the  “describing”  word  hard.  Add  ly  to 

each  of  the  following:  real,  free,  sudden,  wrong,  different. 
(really,  freely,  suddenly,  wrongly,  differently) 

• Add  dom  to  free  to  make  a new  word.  Use  your  dictionary  to 
find  its  meaning,  (freedom  - the  state  of  being  free,  liberty, 
etc.) 


• Write  useless.  Replace  the  suffix  to  give  it  the  opposite  mean- 
ing. (useful) 

5.  For  Fun 

• My  last  syllable  means  a bear’s  home,  (sudden  - den) 

• Leave  off  my  last  letter  and  I stop  completely,  (quite  - quit) 

• Put  my  first  letter  last,  and  I cause  many  shipwrecks,  (free  - 
reef) 

• Take  off  my  first  letter  and  I become  my  homonym,  (whole  - 
hole) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  tiny.  Write  another  word  that  has  the  same  meaning. 

(wee,  little,  minute,  etc.) 

• Write  solid.  Write  a sentence  to  show  what  solid  means. 

• Write  empty.  Write  two  other  describing  words  that  end  in  ty. 
(pretty,  petty,  dirty,  misty,  etc.) 

• Write  the  words  that  are  opposite  in  meaning  to  the  Extra 
Words,  (large  or  huge,  etc.,  liquid,  full) 

2.  “The  shivering  boys  crowded  around  the  blazing  fire.”  Shivering 
and  blazing  are  good  “describing”  words.  Write  interesting  words 
to  describe 

• the  sound  of  tires  when  a car  stops  suddenly;  (e.g,  screeching) 

• thunder;  (rumbling) 

• a fire-engine  siren;  (wailing,  etc.) 

• a light  steady  rain;  (pattering) 

• steam  coming  from  a kettle;  (hissing,  etc.) 

• a bell  ringing  close  by.  (clanging,  etc.) 

3.  • Write  the  names  of  five  animals  that  are  useful  to  man.  (cow, 

horse,  sheep,  dog,  goat,  camel,  etc.) 

• Write  the  names  of  three  famous  men  you  have  read  about  and 
tell  what  each  did.  (Accept  reasonable  examples) 

• Write  the  names  of  five  insects  that  you  think  are  useless  to 
man.  (fly,  mosquito,  ant,  potato  beetle,  wasp,  clothes  moth, 
etc.) 

• List  four  things  that  are  quite  wrong  for  you  to  do  at  school, 
(cheat,  lie,  steal,  bully  others,  break  windows,  etc.) 

4.  • Write  three  other  words  that  have  a syllable  break  between 

two  vowels,  as  in  real,  (quiet,  period,  diet,  giant,  trial,  etc.) 

• Write  three  other  “describing”  words  that  end  in  ous  like 
famous,  (curious,  studious,  ridiculous,  prosperous,  precious, 
etc.) 

• Write  three  other  “describing”  words  that  begin  with  silent 
w.  (wrinkled,  wrecked,  wrapping,  wretched,  written,  etc.) 

• Write  three  words,  like  fifth,  that  have  the  root  word  five. 
fifteen,  fifty,  fiftieth,  fifteenth) 

5.  • Use  solid  and  gold  to  describe  a piece  of  jewellery. 

• Use  empty  and  its  opposite  to  compare  two  things,  (empty  - 
full) 


9 Write  different.  From  the  letters  of  the  word  different  make  as 
many  words  as  you  can  that  begin  with  the  letter  d.  (den,  dent, 
die,  diet,  differ,  diner,  dint,  dire,  drift,  etc.) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  loose,  whole,  real,  quite 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  different 


b.  Write  quite  with  any  of  the  words  from  the  list  with 
which  it  can  properly  be  used. 

c.  Re-write  these  sentences,  using  hardly  instead  of  not. 

(1)  There  was  not  a flower  to  be  seen. 

(2)  History  will  not  rate  this  man  as  famous. 

(3)  We  had  not  a minute  to  spare. 

Have  you  changed  the  meaning  of  the  sentences  very  much? 

3.  a.  Write  different.  Change  the  t to  ce.  Use  the  new  word  to 
show  its  meaning. 

b.  Write  loose.  What  word,  meaning  a large  animal,  rhymes 
with  loose?  Add  ly  to  loose.  What  sound  has  s in  loose? 

c.  Write  famous.  Underline  the  vowel  combination  with  the 
sound  u.  Add  ly  to  famous.  What  is  the  root  word  of  famous? 

d.  Which  word  is  related  to  five?  What  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  vowel  in  this  word?  Write  Vs  in  words,  remember- 
ing the  hyphen. 

4.  a.  List  all  the  words  which  have  double  letters.  Circle  the 
double  consonants.  Underline  the  double  vowels. 

b.  Which  two  words  have  silent  w at  the  beginning?  Use 
both  these  words  in  one  sentence  to  tell  about  an  arithmetic 
example. 

c.  Write  real.  How  many  syllables  do  you  hear  when  you 
pronounce  real  carefully? 

d.  Write  sudden.  Add  ly. 

e.  Add  the  prefix  un  to  real.  Write  real  again  and  add  the 
suffix  ity.  Find  the  meaning  of  the  new  word  in  the  dictionary. 

5.  a.  Write  different  after  the  numbers  of  those  words  which 
are  pairs  of  different  things:  (1)  horse  and  washing  machine, 
(2)  fly  and  insect,  (3)  house  and  canoe,  (4)  castle  and  cattle. 

b.  Write  real  after  the  numbers  of  those  things  which  are 
real:  (1)  elves,  (2)  burros,  (3)  electricity,  (4)  mermaids. 
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38 


SCHOOL  WORDS 


principal 

report 

remember 

program 

taught 

library 

poem 

begin 

arithmetic 

noise 

think 

finish 

lead 

dismissed 

recess 

crayon 

ruler 

1.  a*  All  the  words  in  this  unit  can  be  used  in  writing  or  speak- 
ing about  school.  Write  a sentence  telling  your  parents 
something  about  the  principal  and  your  school  report. 

b.  Explain  why  it  is  better  not  to  have  noise  in  the  library. 
Use  noise  and  library  in  your  answer.  Be  careful  to  put  two 
r’s  in  library. 

c.  Write  a statement  about  a program  your  class  is  putting  on 
for  the  school  and  the  poem  you  or  the  class  are  learning 
for  it. 

d.  Who  taught  you  arithmetic  this  past  term?  Use  arithmetic 
and  taught  in  your  answer. 

2.  a.  Write  begin  and  the  word  from  the  list  which  is  opposite 
in  meaning. 

b.  Write  the  title  for  a report  you  might  have  prepared  on  a 
favourite  poem.  Use  report  in  the  title,  and  remember  to  use 
capital  letters  correctly. 

c.  Indicate  for  each  of  the  following  statements  whether 
you  think  it  is  true  or  not.  Write  I think  so,  or  I don’t  think 
so  in  each  case. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  38 


Teaching  the  Words 

Ask  pupils  to  find  words  beginning  with  prefixes ; group  these  words 
for  teaching  - report,  program,  begin,  remember . Underline  the  root 
word  in  each  case,  and  in  begin  note  the  hard  g followed  by  i,  an  excep- 
tion to  the  principle  of  soft  g when  followed  by  e or  i.  Have  pupils 
recall  other  words  in  which  g is  hard  when  followed  by  i - give,  girl, 
gimmick. 

Arithmetic,  library,  remember,  and  poem  are  best  taught  by  dividing 
them  into  syllables.  Write  each  word  in  syllables  on  the  chalkboard, 
and  then  re-write  it  as  a whole.  Be  sure  pupils  pronounce  each  syllable 
carefully,  especially  the  two  r’s  in  library  and  the  two  ra’s  in  remember. 
Relate  poem  to  quiet,  as  the  syllable  division  comes  between  the  two 
vowels  and  each  has  its  own  sound  - po'em. 

“Doing”  words  might  form  another  grouping  for  teaching.  Finish, 
remember,  think,  begin,  and  lead  (with  a long  e sound)  are  all  “doing” 
words  in  the  present  time  and  taught  is  in  the  past  time.  Review  and 
write  the  past  tense  forms  finished,  remembered,  thought,  begun,  and 
led,  and  the  present  form  teach. 

Underline  the  soft  c before  i and  the  al  ending  of  principal  and  the 
augh  with  the  short  o sound  in  taught.  Draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  silent  e in  noise  does  not  affect  the  pronunciation  because  oi  is  a 
vowel  combination  with  a sound  of  its  own. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1 : Accept  reasonable  sentences. 

Ex.  2.  a:  finish;  c.  Accept  the  pupils’  personal  views. 

Ex.  3.  a:  noise  and  taught  have  vowels  sounded  as  one;  po|em; 
b.  poet  has  two  syllables ; c.  g and  h are  silent ; the  vowels  are  sounded 
as  one;  d.  The  principal  will  teach  us  a poem  tomorrow. 

Ex.  4.  a:  short  e as  a noun,  long  e as  a verb;  c.  believe,  being, 
beside,  became,  become. 

Ex.  5.  a : think  - ink ; b.  remember ; c.  taught. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  the  two  words  in  the  list  that  begin  with  the  same  pre- 

fix. (report,  remember) 

• Add  the  suffixes  er  and  ing  to  lead.  Use  the  new  words  correctly 
in  sentences,  (leader  - one  who  leads;  leading  - most  important 
or  first) 

• Write  the  root  word  of  taught.  Add  a suffix  to  the  root  word  to 
make  a new  word,  (teach,  teacher) 

2.  Write 

• two  words  that  begin  and  end  with  the  same  letters;  (taught, 
remember) 

• two  words  that  have  the  consonant  partners  th;  (arithmetic, 
think) 


• two  words  that  have  a long  o;  (poem,  program) 

• two  words  that  begin  with  the  same  consonant  blend,  (princi- 
pal, program) 

3.  Using  words  from  the  list 

® write  a sentence  about  an  interesting  program  which  you 
attended ; 

® ask  a question  about  finishing  an  arithmetic  exercise ; 

® tell  what  happened  when  your  principal  found  several  pupils 
making  a noise  in  the  hall. 

4.  • Write  three  three-syllable  words.  Box  the  second  syllable  in 

each  word,  (prin  | ci  | pal,  li  | brar  | y,  re  j mem  j ber) 

• Write  report.  Add  er  to  report  and  use  the  new  word  in  a sen- 
tence to  show  its  meaning,  (reporter  - one  who  gathers  news) 

• Write  think.  Add  the  suffixes  er  and  ing  to  think.  Does  any- 
thing happen  to  the  root  word  when  these  suffixes  are  added? 
(thinker,  thinking;  no,  the  root  word  remains  the  same) 

• Write  library.  Write  the  plural  form  of  library.  Tell  what 
changes  you  had  to  make  in  the  root  word,  (libraries;  y 
changes  to  i before  es  is  added) 

5.  What  Am  I? 

• My  last  syllable  is  a place  where  ships  come  in.  (report  - port) 
® My  first  syllable  begins  with  the  same  consonant  blend  as  pro- 
gram. (principal) 

® Children  make  me  when  they  clatter  down  the  halls,  (noise) 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  dismissed.  Write  the  present  form  of  this  “doing”  word. 

Look  up  the  Latin  derivation  to  find  how  this  word  got  its 
meaning,  (dismiss;  dis  + missus,  from  the  Latin  verb  mittere, 
to  send;  hence  dismiss  means  to  send  away) 

• Write  recess.  Underline  the  soft  c.  Find  two  meanings  for 
recess  in  your  dictionary,  (a  rest  period;  an  alcove  or  sunken 
space  in  a wall;  a secret  place,  etc.) 

® Write  crayon.  Look  in  your  dictionary  to  find  the  origin  of 
crayon,  (from  the  French  craie,  meaning  chalk  - from  creta, 
the  Latin  word  for  chalk) 

® Write  ruler.  Use  ruler  in  a sentence  related  to  school  work. 
Write  another  sentence  using  ruler  with  an  entirely  different 
meaning,  (a  straight  strip  of  wood  or  metal,  etc.,  for  measur- 
ing or  drawing  straight  lines;  a person  who  governs) 

2.  Write  two  or  three  words  that  go  with  each  of  the  following: 
library,  recess,  program,  poem,  report,  (books,  quiet,  librarian, 
etc. ; fun,  games,  friends,  etc. ; entertainment,  music,  concert,  etc. ; 
rhyme,  verse,  poet,  etc.;  card,  record,  parents,  etc.) 

3.  Write  the  names  of 

® three  noises  made  by  animals;  (bark,  mew,  neigh,  bleat,  howl, 
etc.) 

• two  trees;  (pine,  maple,  oak,  beech,  elm,  etc.) 


• two  other  people  found  in  a large  school  besides  the  principal, 
(teacher,  nurse,  janitor,  librarian,  etc.) 

4.  Write  a poem  of  four  or  five  lines  about  a noise  - a frightening 
noise,  or  an  exciting  noise,  or  any  noise  you  would  like  to  describe. 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  principal,  arithmetic,  library,  lead, 
remember,  begin 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORD  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  2:  think 


(1)  The  books  in  our  library  are  carefully  chosen. 

(2)  I would  probably  like  them  all  if  I had  time  to  read 
them. 

(3)  Books  on  sports  are  more  interesting  than  books  about 
animals. 

3.  a.  Write  noise,  poem,  and  taught.  Underline  the  middle 
vowels.  In  which  words  are  the  vowels  sounded  as  one?  In 
which  word  do  you  hear  two  vowel  sounds?  Draw  a line 
between  the  two  vowels  which  are  sounded  separately. 

b.  Write  poem.  Change  m to  t.  How  many  syllables  has  the 
new  word? 

c.  Write  taught.  Look  at  this  word  carefully.  Which  conson- 
ants are  silent?  Circle  the  two  vowels.  Are  they  sounded 
separately  or  as  one  ? 

d.  Write  this  sentence : The  principal  taught  us  a poem  today. 
What  must  you  write  instead  of  taught  if  today  is  changed  to 
tomorrow?  Write  the  sentence,  making  the  changes. 

4.  a.  Write  lead.  What  sound  has  ea  when  you  speak  of  a lead 
pencil?  What  sound  do  you  give  to  ea  when  you  ask  someone 
to  lead  the  parade? 

b.  Write  think.  Print  THINK  in  capital  letters.  This  is  a good 
motto  for  all  girls  and  boys : THINK ! 

c.  Write  begin.  Write  two  more  words  you  have  learned 
which  begin  with  be. 

5.  Find  me  in  the  list 

a.  Right  now  you  must  use  your  head,  but  remove  my  first 
two  letters  and  all  you  need  is  a pen. 

b.  It  takes  four  different  letters  to  spell  me,  but  I use  one 
of  them  three  times  and  two  of  them  twice. 

c.  If  I were  spelled  as  I sound  you  could  probably  use  just 
three  letters;  but  to  spell  me  correctly  you  must  use  six. 


93 


39 


TIME  FOR  VACATION 


hello 

tent 

dining 

castle 

good-bye 

frog 

laid 

toward 

village 

mouse 

hour 

both 

sincerely 

twice 

August  (Aug.) 

July 

stamp 

Have  you  ever  wanted  to  go  to  faraway  places  for  your  vaca- 
tion? Here  is  an  enchanted  village  far  from  home  and  different 
from  anything  you  are  used  to  seeing. 


1.  a.  Would  you  rather  spend  a night  in  a tent  or  in  the  magic 
castle  ? Give  the  reason  for  your  answer. 

b.  What  other  buildings  would  you  find  in  the  village? 

c.  Who  do  you  think  lives  in  the  castle  near  the  village? 

2.  a.  What  word  from  the  list  would  you  use  in  meeting  some- 
one? What  word  would  you  use  in  leaving  him? 

b.  Which  word  in  the  list  is  used  in  talking  about  two  people 
or  things? 

c.  Which  word  tells  the  direction  in  which  you  are  going? 

d.  Which  word  is  dial  spelled  backwards? 

e.  Which  word  means  almost  the  same  as  honestly? 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  39 


Introducing  the  Unit 

At  this  time  of  year,  pupils  are  eager  to  discuss  their  plans  for  the 
approaching  vacation  time.  Relate  the  word  vacation  to  holiday,  taken 
earlier.  Discuss  briefly  a few  of  the  commoner  types  of  vacations; 
e.g.,  cottage,  camping,  motor  trips,  etc.  Exercise  1 might  also  be  done 
orally  as  part  of  the  introduction. 

Teaching  the  Words 

As  the  words  are  introduced  in  the  discussion,  list  them  on  the  chalk- 
board. Seven  of  these  words  are  among  those  commonly  misspelled,  and 
these  will  need  special  emphasis:  hello,  good-bye,  dining,  laid,  hour, 
sincerely,  and  toward. 

Wherever  possible,  group  the  words  for  similarities  of  construction. 
Hello  and  village  have  double  l,  with  the  syllable  break  coming  between 
the  double  consonant.  Note  the  long  o ending  of  hello,  and  the  soft  g 
followed  by  silent  e in  village.  Have  pupils  give  you  other  words  that, 
like  village,  end  in  age : language,  courage,  carriage,  marriage,  etc. 

Relate  mouse  to  house  taken  earlier,  and  hour  to  sound  and  loud. 

Hour  and  castle  have  silent  consonants ; circle  the  h in  hour  and  the 
t in  castle.  Have  pupils  give  other  examples  of  words  with  le  endings 
like  castle ; e.g.,  trouble,  maple,  little,  etc. 

Ask  pupils  for  the  root  words  of  dining  and  laid,  and  emphasize  the 
changes  made  in  each;  e.g.,  the  silent  e of  dine  is  dropped  when  ing 
is  added ; y of  the  word  lay  changes  to  i when  d is  added.  Sincerely  has 
ly  added  to  the  root  word  sincere  without  dropping  the  silent  e. 
Omission  of  the  second  e is  one  of  the  most  common  errors  made  by 
children.  Have  pupils  give  the  reason  for  retaining  this  e:  namely, 
to  keep  the  preceding  e long.  Remind  them  that  sincerely  is  often  used 
in  the  closing  of  a friendly  letter.  Let  pupils  practise  the  writing  of 
sincerely  in  that  context. 

Tent  and  frog  should  present  no  spelling  problem.  Mark  the  long  o 
in  the  word  both  and  underline  the  th  consonant  partners.  Review  the 
fact  that  the  suffix  ward  in  toward  denotes  direction,  and  that  good-bye 
is  the  shortened  form  of  the  old  salutation  God  be  wi ’ ye.  Remind 
pupils  that  good-bye  is  hyphenated. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  Accept  each  pupil’s  preference;  b.  school,  church,  houses, 
store,  etc.  c.  Encourage  pupils  to  be  original  in  their  answers. 

Ex.  2.  a : hello ; good-bye ; b.  both ; c.  toward ; d.  laid ; e.  sincerely. 

Ex.  3 : hello  - a,  b ; good-bye  - c,  d. 

Ex.  4.  a:  cas(t)le;  often;  b.  Each  word  has  two  syllables  - hel |lo, 
village;  c.  hour;  d.  good-bye;  e.  in  the  root  word  dine,  silent  e makes 
the  preceding  vowel  long. 

Ex.  5.  a:  upward,  downward,  eastward,  etc.;  b.  sincere,  since,  sin, 
in,  rely,  ere;  c.  mice. 


Ex.  6:  This  exercise  provides  an  excellent  opportunity  to  correlate 
spelling  and  creative  English.  Pupils  might  write  a play  to  be  drama- 
tized during  the  language  period.  The  frog  and  the  mouse  might  be 
inhabitants  of  the  castle  illustrated  on  page  94.  Or  pupils  might  enjoy 
writing  a story  about  the  children’s  experiences  in  the  strange  castle 
inhabited  by  the  two  little  animals.  Encourage  the  children  to  be 
creative  and  imaginative  in  this  type  of  exercise. 

Dictating  and  Re-teaching 

Follow  the  procedures  outlined  earlier  for  dictating,  checking,  and 
re-teaching.  Include  in  the  dictation  and  re-teaching  any  other  review 
words  that  have  caused  difficulty  in  your  class.  You  may  wish  to  base 
the  re-teaching  on  the  groupings  suggested  in  the  following  exercises 
“For  Poor  Spellers”.  Errors  made  by  your  pupils  will  suggest  other 
groupings  of  words. 

FOR  POOR  SPELLERS 

1.  ® Write  the  words  in  the  list  that  have  been  made  from  the  root 

words  lay  and  dine,  (laid,  dining) 

• Write  mouse.  Replace  the  first  letter  of  mouse  with  other  con- 
sonants to  make  two  new  words,  (house,  louse,  douse,  etc.) 

® Write  sincerely.  Write  the  root  word  of  sincerely.  What  hap- 
pens to  the  silent  e when  the  suffix  ly  is  added  to  sincere ? 
(sincere;  the  e is  not  dropped) 

• Write  the  words  in  which  you  see  the  following  smaller  words : 
age,  ten,  cast,  use.  (village,  tent,  castle,  mouse) 

2.  Write  the  words  that  name 
® a small  town;  (village) 

@ a fortified  place ; (castle) 

• a rodent;  (mouse) 

• a small  green  animal,  (frog) 

3.  Write  the  words  from  the  list  that  have 

• a silent  h;  (hour) 

• a silent  t;  (castle) 

• a soft  g ; (village) 

• a soft  c.  (sincerely) 

4.  • Write  the  word  from  the  list  that  you  can  use  at  the  end  of  a 

letter,  (sincerely) 

• Write  laid.  Replace  the  consonant  l with  other  consonants  to 
make  new  words,  (raid,  paid,  maid,  etc.) 

• Write  the  one-syllable  words  in  alphabetical  order,  (both,  frog, 
hour,  laid,  mouse,  tent) 

• Write  a sentence  beginning  “Both  the  cat  and  the  dog  ...” 

5.  Write 

• the  word  that  begins  and  ends  with  the  same  letter;  (tent) 

© the  words  whose  second  syllables  contain  a silent  letter; 
(castle,  good-bye,  village) 

• the  word  that  ends  in  the  consonant  partners  tli.  (both) 


FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

1.  • Write  twice.  List  other  number  words  that  begin  with  tw. 

(two,  twelve,  twelfth,  twenty,  twentieth) 

• Write  August  and  its  abbreviation.  How  did  this  month  get  its 
name?  (Aug.;  it  was  named  in  honour  of  Augustus  Caesar) 

• Write  July.  How  was  this  month  named?  (It  was  named  for 
Julius  Caesar.) 

• Write  stamp.  Name  two  different  kinds  of  stamps,  (postage, 
trading,  rubber  stamp  for  marking  bills  paid,  etc.) 

2.  © Name  two  or  three  different  kinds  of  tents,  (tepee,  wigwam, 

big-top,  pup  tent,  umbrella,  etc.) 

• List  the  names  of  several  places  for  dining,  (restaurant,  cafe, 
coffee  shop,  cafeteria,  etc.) 

• Explain  what  an  hour-glass  is  and  tell  how  it  was  used  to 
measure  time.  Use  a dictionary  to  help  you.  (an  instrument  to 
measure  time;  it  takes  one  hour  for  a certain  amount  of  sand 
to  run  through  a small  opening  from  an  upper  compartment  to 
a lower  compartment) 

• Write  the  names  of  at  least  two  animals  other  than  the  frog 
that  live  both  in  water  and  on  land,  (alligator,  snail,  turtle, 
etc.) 

3.  • Write  at  least  three  words  ending  in  ice  like  twice,  (mice,  rice, 

slice,  price,  etc.  Brighter  pupils  might  supply  words  like  police, 
chalice,  etc.,  in  which  ice  is  pronounced  differently.  Do  not 
expect  these  words,  but  be  pleased  if  you  do  get  them.) 

• Write  another  expression  you  might  use  in  place  of  good-bye. 
(farewell,  adieu,  so  long,  etc.) 

© Write  three  other  words  in  which  our  has  the  same  sound  as  in 
hour,  (our,  sour,  flour,  etc.) 

© Write  three  other  words  beginning  with  au  with  the  same 
sound  as  in  August.  Your  dictionary  will  help  you.  (aught, 
auger,  augment,  author,  etc.) 

4.  • August  written  with  a capital  a is  the  name  of  a month.  Use 

your  dictionary  to  find  the  meaning  of  august,  spelled  without 
a capital,  (majestic,  grand,  stately,  etc.) 

• Use  your  dictionary  to  find  how  September  got  its  name,  (from 
the  Latin  septem,  meaning  seven;  it  was  the  seventh  month  of 
the  Roman  calendar,  which  began  in  March) 

• For  whom  was  March  named?  (Mars,  the  god  of  war) 

• How  are  the  months  of  July  and  August  alike?  (Both  are 
summer  months ; both  have  31  days ; both  are  vacation  months ; 
both  were  named  for  Roman  emperors,  etc.) 

5.  ® In  olden  days,  the  common  people  who  lived  in  the  villages 

were  called  “villeins”.  What  word  used  today  is  derived  from 
villeins ? Give  the  meaning  of  the  new  word,  (villain  - a wicked 
person) 

• The  t in  castle  is  silent.  Find  two  other  words  that  have  a 
silent  t in  the  middle  that  mean 


a.  a shrill  sound  made  through  pursed  lips;  (whistle) 

b.  a great  flurry,  (bustle) 

• The  word  village  comes  from  the  Latin  villa,  meaning  country 
house.  We  see  the  word  village  or  town  used  as  part  of  many 
place  names,  e.g.,  Kingsville  means  King’s  Village,  Kingston 
means  King’s  Town.  Find  several  other  examples.  A map  may 
help  you.  (Oakville,  Saskatoon,  Brockville,  Edmonton,  Hamil- 
ton, Fredericton,  Victor iaville,  etc.) 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  hello,  good-bye,  sincerely,  dining,  laid, 
hour,  toward 


3.  When  would  you  say  hello  or  good-bye?  Write  the  correct 
form  after  the  letter : 

a.  being  introduced  to  the  talking  frog, 

b.  meeting  a friend  on  the  village  street, 

c.  leaving  the  castle, 

d.  as  your  train  pulls  out  of  the  station. 

4.  a.  Write  castle.  Circle  the  silent  consonant.  Which  other 
word  have  you  studied  which  has  an  unsounded  t in  the 
middle?  (See  Unit  33  if  you  have  forgotten.) 

b.  Write  two  words  which  have  double  1.  How  many  syllables 
has  each  of  these  words?  How  would  you  divide  them  into 
syllables  ? 

c.  Which  word  begins  with  a silent  letter?  Underline  the 
vowel  combination  in  this  word. 

d.  Write  the  word  which  has  a hyphen.  Underline  the  silent 
letter  at  the  end. 

e.  Write  dining.  Tell  why  the  first  i is  long. 

5.  a.  Write  toward.  Write  two  more  words  which  end  in  ward. 

b.  Write  sincerely.  Write  two  other  complete  words  which 
you  see  in  sincerely. 

c.  Write  mouse.  What  is  the  plural  of  mouse? 


6. 


Write  a conversation  between  the  frog  and  the  mouse.  Each  of 
them  has  just  returned  from  his  vacation.  Where  did  they  go? 
Are  they  sorry  to  be  back? 
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40 


LOOK  AGAIN  AT  SOME  COMMON  WORDS 


address 

begin 

fourth 

good-bye 

loose 

quite 

real 

shoes 

written 

instead 

enough 

hello 

easy 

excuse 

library 

lead 

seemed 

remember 

whole 

trouble 

does 

guess 

laid 

its 

it’s 


1.  a.  Write  the  words  in  which  you  see  the  following  smaller 
words:  four,  dress,  do,  seem,  member. 

b.  Write  the  words  which  begin  with  ex  and  in. 

c.  Which  word  begins  with  gu?  Be  careful  to  write  gu, 
not  qu. 

d.  Which  two  words  may  be  pronounced  in  two  different 
ways  for  two  different  meanings? 

2.  a.  Use  its  and  it’s  in  one  sentence  to  show  that  you  know 
the  difference  between  them. 

b.  Match  easy,  loose,  real  correctly  with  the  following  words : 

dress,  person,  job. 

c.  Write  words  from  the  list  which  rhyme  with  goose,  white, 
bitten. 

d.  Write  the  words  which  you  might  use  at  the  beginning 
and  the  end  of  a telephone  conversation. 

e.  Write  words  which  are  opposite  in  meaning  to:  forget, 
finish,  broken,  difficult,  follow. 

f.  Write  the  plural  of  shoe  and  of  library. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS,  UNIT  40 


Re-teaching  the  Words 

This  unit  is  a review  of  twenty-five  of  the  most  difficult  words  in 
this  book,  all  of  which  are  included  among  those  words  most  commonly 
misspelled.  Additional  review  words  that  have  been  a source  of  diffi- 
culty in  your  class  should  also  be  added  to  this  list.  The  following 
sentences  are  included  for  your  convenience  in  pre-testing  all  the  words 
in  context.  Be  sure  to  say  each  word,  read  the  sentence,  and  then  repeat 
the  word  for  the  pupils  to  write. 

1.  This  book  is  easy  to  read. 

2.  He  greeted  us  with  a cheery  hello. 

3.  The  kitten  ran  to  its  mother. 

4.  I read  the  address  on  the  letter. 

5.  We  got  that  book  at  the  library. 

6.  They  brought  cake  instead  of  cookies. 

7.  I can  guess  the  correct  number. 

8.  The  girl  stood  fourth  in  line. 

9.  The  pavement  seemed  very  slippery. 

10.  His  shoes  were  badly  worn. 

11.  She  had  trouble  doing  her  homework. 

12.  The  top  on  the  jar  was  loose. 

13.  The  whole  apple  was  rotten. 

14.  The  damage  was  quite  serious. 

15.  Do  you  remember  his  name? 

16.  She  had  real  flowers  in  the  vase. 

17.  Why  does  he  want  to  go? 

18.  They  waved  good-bye  from  the  doorway. 

19.  He  will  lead  the  class  in  the  parade. 

20.  The  exercise  was  well  written. 

21.  It’s  not  very  sunny  outside. 

22.  The  hen  laid  an  egg  in  the  nest. 

23.  We  must  begin  the  exercise. 

24.  Please  excuse  me  for  being  absent. 

25.  She  had  enough  food  for  all  of  us. 

Check  carefully  for  errors  and  have  corrections  made  at  once.  Excuse 
from  further  study  any  pupils  who  had  no  errors  on  the  pre-test. 
Teach  the  words  misspelled  to  the  pupils  who  had  errors.  Continue  to 
test  and  re-teach  to  overcome  specific  difficulties  until  almost  all  the 
pupils  have  mastered  the  words. 

Do  not  attempt  to  re-teach  all  the  words  in  one  lesson.  Group  the 
words  and  re-teach  by  groups  depending  on  the  number  of  errors  in 
your  class.  Use  the  exercises  during  the  re-teaching  period  to  review 
the  various  skills  and  principles  that  are  treated  in  this  unit.  Some 
grouping  for  re-teaching  might  include: 

Words  with  double  consonants:  address,  written,  hello,  guess 

Words  with  long  e sound:  real,  enough,  begin,  easy,  seemed,  lead, 
remember 


Words  with  ou : fourth,  enough,  trouble 

Words  with  silent  consonants : written,  enough,  whole 

Words  with  a difficult  second  syllable:  enough,  begin,  instead,  library, 
remember 

Words  with  short  u sound:  enough,  does,  trouble 

Words  with  prefixes : address,  begin,  instead,  excuse,  remember 

Words  with  two  pronunciations:  lead,  excuse 

One-syllable  words:  fourth,  loose,  quite,  shoes,  whole,  does,  laid, 
it’s,  its,  lead,  guess 

Stress  the  gu  in  guess,  and  the  hard  g before  i in  begin.  Insist  that 
pupils  listen  carefully  for  the  context  of  such  words  as  fourth,  real, 
whole,  lead,  its,  and  it’s,  for  all  have  homonyms  with  different  mean- 
ings. Have  pupils  recognize  the  root  word  do  in  does,  and  the  es  ending. 

For  an  achievement  test  at  the  end  of  this  unit,  you  may  wish  to 
dictate  whole  sentences  or  paragraphs  rather  than  a word  list.  The 
following  sentences  are  suggested  for  use  as  they  include  words  from 
the  whole  text  rather  than  just  this  unit. 

1.  I hope  the  weather  will  be  warm  tomorrow. 

2.  Both  the  principal  and  the  teacher  brought  their  reports. 

3.  On  Tuesday  afternoon  our  parents  heard  the  address. 

4.  There  is  enough  butter  for  forty  or  fifty  people. 

5.  I never  knew  the  real  name  of  the  woman  whose  brother  works 
there. 

6.  It’s  no  trouble  to  write  several  different  letters. 

7.  On  the  fourth  Saturday  in  February  the  soldiers  will  lead  the 
parade. 

8.  I believe  that  it  is  all  right  to  excuse  everybody  from  the 
language  period  today. 

9.  The  boys  were  busy  in  the  library  for  an  hour  instead  of  coming 
straight  home  on  Wednesday. 

10.  Maybe  you  think  arithmetic  is  easy  because  your  friend  always 
taught  you  well. 

Doing  the  Exercises 

Ex.  1.  a:  fourth,  address,  does,  seemed,  remember;  b.  excuse,  in- 
stead; c.  guess;  d.  lead,  excuse. 

Ex.  2.  a:  Accept  reasonable  examples;  e.g.,  It’s  the  reason  for  its 
noise;  b.  easy  job,  loose  dress,  real  person;  c.  loose,  quite,  written; 
d.  hello,  good-bye;  e.  remember,  begin,  whole,  easy,  lead;  f.  shoes, 
libraries. 

Ex.  3.  a:  enough;  b.  instead;  c.  easy,  lead;  d.  real;  e.  oo,  u, ; 
f.  enough,  trouble;  ou. 

Ex.  4.  a:  (1)  real,  (2)  and  (3)  lead;  b.  whole,  shoes. 

Ex.  5 : Accept  pupils’  opinions. 

Ex.  6 : Accept  reasonable  answers. 


EXTRA  HELP 

Ex.  1.  a:  laid,  lead,  library,  loose;  b.  loose,  good-bye,  seemed; 
c.  address,  written,  hefio,  guess;  d.  whole,  trouble;  e.  guess,  quite; 
f.  quite,  whole,  excuse,  good-bye. 

Ex.  2.  a:  really;  accept  reasonable  examples;  c.  oe;  d.  one-fourth; 
e.  lead,  instead. 

Ex.  3:  It  does  - b,  d;  It  doesn’t  - a,  c. 

Ex.  4.  a:  (1)  its;  (2)  it’s  ; b.  (1),  (3)  - it’s;  (2),  (4)  - its. 

FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

Ex.  1.  a:  break,  easy,  instead,  real,  bear,  etc.;  b.  hay,  ate,  straight, 
reign,  break,  stain,  etc.;  c.  ruse,  clues,  choose,  snooze,  etc. 

Ex.  2.  a:  elves,  pixies,  giants,  witches,  ghosts,  etc.;  b.  illness,  car 
accident,  loss  of  property,  death  in  the  family,  etc.;  c.  ease,  success, 
joy,  etc.;  d.  magazines,  periodicals,  films,  records,  files,  etc. 

Ex.  3 : diary,  scrap-book,  colour  slides,  movies,  recordings,  etc. 

Ex.  4:  cottage,  house,  hut,  shack,  cabin,  wigwam,  tent,  cave,  igloo, 
apartment,  duplex,  etc. 

Ex.  5:  jungle  - from  Hindu  - jangal,  meaning  forest  or  jungle 
geography  - Greek  - ge,  the  earth ; graphe  - description 
sugar  - French  - sucre,  from  Arabic  sukkar,  from  Persian 
shakhara 

trouble  - Latin  - turbula,  from  turba,  a crowd  or  confusion 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  APPEARING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME:  all  the  words  in  the  list  except  those 
below. 

MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS  REPEATED 
FROM  BOOK  3:  does,  guess,  enough 


FOR  TEACHERS  ONLY 


The  real  difficulty  of  our  spelling  is  its  inconsistency.  There  are 
no  reliable  rules,  and  even  the  guiding  principles  . . . are  apt  some- 
times to  fail  and  mislead  both  ear  and  eye.  All  this  has  arisen 
because  . . . our  spelling  is  historically  and  not  actually  phonetic; 
. . . the  letters  of  the  alphabet  have  had  to  represent . . . the  sounds 
of  all  manner  of  other  languages  which  have  contributed  to  our 
vocabulary;  and  - a minor  but  interesting  point  - because 
medieval  scribes,  who  were  often  French,  and  the  early  printers, 
who  had  often  been  trained  on  the  continent  . . . introduced  their 
own  conventions.  Our  spelling  heritage  is  certainly  full  of  variety 
and  odd  surprises;  and  out  of  them  arise  the  basic  difficulties  or 
abnormalities  which  ...  it  is  best  to  consider  at  the  outset. 

(From  Spelling  by  G.  H.  Vallins,  published  by  Andre  Deutsch) 


3.  a.  Which  word  rhymes  with  stuff  although  its  ending  is 
different? 

b.  Which  word  rhymes  with  in  bed,  with  the  second  syllable 
different  from  the  rhyming  word? 

c.  Write  the  two  words  in  which  ea  may  spell  the  long  e 
sound. 

d.  Write  the  word  in  which  ea  is  pronounced  as  two  syllables. 

e.  Write  shoes  and  does.  How  is  the  vowel  sound  pronounced 
in  each  of  these  words? 

f.  Write  two  other  words  from  the  list  which  have  the  same 
vowel  sound  as  does.  Which  vowel  combination  has  this  sound 
in  both  words? 

4.  Draw  these  puzzles  and  complete  them. 

Across:  (1)  not  imaginary 
(3)  a heavy  mineral 

Down:  (1)  not  imaginary 
(2)  a heavy  mineral 

Across:  undamaged,  complete 

Down : footwear 


5.  Write  It’s  easy  or  It’s  not  easy,  as  you  think  right  for  each 
of  the  following: 

a.  to  travel  to  the  moon, 

b.  to  learn  the  multiplication  tables, 

c.  to  grow  a garden, 

d.  to  spell  well. 

6.  Answer  these  questions  about  yourself.  Use  the  word  in  bold 
type  in  each  answer. 

a.  How  many  letters  have  you  written  this  week  ? 

b.  What  is  your  home  address  ? 

c.  Have  you  enough  time  every  day  to  study  spelling? 

d.  Who  sits  fourth  from  the  front  in  your  row  of  seats  ? 

e.  Do  you  visit  the  library  in  your  town  or  city? 
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7.  More  things  to  do 

a.  Study  again  the  words  in  Your  Own  Spelling  List. 

b.  Be  sure  you  know  when  to  use  its  or  it’s.  Check  with 
Unit  35. 

c.  Test  yourself  on  the  tables  of  useful  words  which  you  will 
find  on  page  107. 

8.  An  old-fashioned  spelling  bee 

Now  that  you  have  studied  all  the  words  in  this  book  you 
might  like  to  have  a spelling  bee. 

Divide  into  two  even  teams,  and  choose  someone  to  pronounce 
the  words.  It  will  be  handy  to  use  words  from  the  list  on  pages  105 
to  107.  Any  player  that  misspells  a word  is  out. 

The  team  with  the  most  players  standing  at  the  end  of  the 
game  is  the  winner. 


REMEMBER — — — — 

Be  sure  to  write  carefully. 

Often  this  helps  to  avoid 
spelling  mistakes. 

Be  sure  that  you  know  the  list  of 
hard  words  on  pages  105  to  107. 

Learn  to  spell  a word  correctly  by 
climbing  the  Six  Steps  to  Good 
Spelling  on  page  5. 

Take  pride  in  spelling  correctly 
in  everything  you  write. 
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Extra  Help 

1.  a.  Write  in  alphabetical  order  all  the  words  which  begin 
with  1. 

b.  Write  all  the  words  which  have  double  vowels.  Notice  the 
difference  in  pronunciation  of  oo  in  two  of  these  words. 

c.  Write  all  the  words  which  have  double  consonants.  Under- 
line the  pairs  of  consonants. 

d.  Write  two  words  which  end  in  le. 

e.  Write  the  words  which  begin  with  gu  and  qu.  Underline 
gu  and  draw  a square  around  qu. 

f.  Write  two  words  in  which  a final  e has  made  the  pre- 
ceding vowel  long. 

2.  a.  Write  real.  Make  a new  word  by  adding  ly.  Use  either 
real  or  really  in  a sentence. 

b.  Write  library.  Say  it  to  yourself,  being  careful  to  pro- 
nounce both  r’s.  Underline  br  to  help  you  remember  to  write 
the  first  r. 

c.  Write  shoes.  Which  letters  have  an  unusual  pronuncia- 
tion? Write  shoes  again  and  underline  these  letters. 

d.  Write  *4  in  words.  Remember  to  use  a hyphen.  Underline 
the  u in  fourth. 

e.  Write  lead  and  the  word  which  rhymes  with  one  meaning 
of  lead. 

3.  Write  It  does,  or  It  doesn’t,  in  answer  to  these  questions: 

a.  Does  it  snow  in  July? 

b.  Does  Christmas  come  in  December? 

c.  Does  the  wind  always  blow  from  the  north? 

d.  Does  the  earth  move  around  the  sun? 

4.  a.  Write  the  correct  form : its  or  it’s. 

(1)  belonging  to  it,  (2)  shortened  form  of  it  is. 
b.  Substitute  its  or  it’s  for  the  words  in  bold  type  in  these 
sentences : 

(1)  Do  you  remember  whether  it  is  handwritten? 

(2)  Can  you  guess  what  the  dog’s  trouble  may  be? 

(3)  It  is  easy  to  go  to  the  library. 

(4)  I can’t  remember  the  cat’s  name. 
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For  Good  Spellers 

1.  a.  Find  and  write  at  least  five  words  illustrating  different 
pronunciations  for  the  vowel  combination  ea. 

b.  Find  and  write  at  least  five  words  illustrating  a different 
spelling  for  the  long  a sound. 

c.  Write  shoes.  Find  and  write  at  least  four  rhymes  which 
do  not  end  in  oes ; e.g.,  whose. 

2.  a.  List  at  least  four  imaginary  creatures;  e.g.,  fairies. 

b.  Name  three  kinds  of  trouble  which  people  could  have. 

c.  Write  at  least  one  antonym  for  trouble. 

d.  List  some  of  the  other  things  which  may  be  found  in  a 
library  in  addition  to  books. 

3.  Keeping  a record  in  writing  is  one  way  of  helping  people  to 
remember.  What  are  some  other  means  by  which  people  today 
can  keep  a record  of  what  has  happened  ? Example : photographs. 
List  three  or  four  or  more  of  these  means. 

4.  A castle  is  one  kind  of  dwelling-place.  List  as  many  kinds  of 
homes  as  you  know  in  which  people  live  or  have  lived  through  the 
ages. 

5.  You  have  learned  that  English  words  have  been  borrowed 
from  all  over  the  world.  Some  of  the  words  in  this  term’s  spelling 
have  very  interesting  backgrounds.  Did  you  know,  for  example, 
that  the  word  tea  came  from  China  with  tea  itself?  Arithmetic 
is  from  the  Latin  language.  It  meant  the  art  of  measurement, 
because  that  is  how  arithmetic  began  — through  the  need  to 
measure  things.  Use  a good  dictionary  to  find  out  how  English 
obtained  jungle,  geography,  sugar,  trouble. 
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THE  308  SPELLING  WORDS  IN  THIS  BOOK 

The  number  beside  each  word  shows  the  page  where  it  is  first 


listed  in  this  book.  The  symbol 

spelling. 

able 

40 

bridge 

above 

64 

broken 

address 

10 

brush 

age 

8 

build 

all  right 

36 

bus 

already 

38 

busy 

among 

64 

butter 

arithmetic 

22 

arrow 

12 

cabin 

avenue  (Ave.) 

band 

i 14 

captain 

carried 

28 

basement 

20 

carry 

bath 

70 

carve 

bathe 

70 

castle 

beach 

10 

cattle 

beat 

26 

charge 

became 

66 

chase 

become 

66 

cheese 

begin 

66 

chief 

being 

66 

circus 

believe 

34 

climb 

beside 

66 

clown 

bite 

50 

club 

blew 

66 

coast 

blow 

28 

body 

bone 

38 

70 

company 

contest 

both 

94 

cool 

bottle 

70 

corner 

bottom 

12 

cost 

bow 

28 

cousin 

bowl 

28 

covered 

brave 

56 

creek 

break 

36 

crop 

(f)  marks  words  with  a second 


76 

dance 

76 

20 

date 

8 

10 

deep 

6 

14 

desert 

62 

24 

died 

26 

36 

dig 

50 

68 

dime 

22 

dining 

14 

10 

dirt 

82 

10 

dollar 

10 

20 

20 

76 

drew 

8 

drive 

14 

dropped 

50 

drove 

52 

94 

52 

dry 

62 

28 

earth 

52 

50 

easy 

42 

22 

elephant 

24 

28 

else 

78 

64 

even 

40 

36 

evening 

40 

64 

everybody 

38 

48 

except 

34 

26 

excuse 

78 

20 

eye 

70 

78 

62 

famous 

90 

feast 

34 

48 

feel 

6 

22 

felt 

70 

10 

fence 

52 

24 

fifteen 

22 

6 

fifth 

90 

52 

fifty 

22 
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fill 

42 

finger 

78 

finish 

92 

fix 

6 

flew 

66 

flood 

62 

flower 

52 

follow 

12 

forty 

22 

fourth 

48 

fox 

6 

free 

90 

fresh 

22 

frog 

94 

gate 

52 

gather 

6 

giant 

64 

given 

48 

glass 

10 

goal 

48 

good-bye 

38 

grew 

66 

handkerchiefs 

38 

hang 

34 

happen 

12 

hardly 

78 

health 

70 

heart 

84 

heavy 

56 

held 

70 

hello 

80 

hid 

12 

history 

24 

hockey 

48 

holiday 

34 

hour 

8 

hungry 

56 

hurry 

12 

instead 

38 

invite 

40 

island 

12 

its 

78 

it’s 

36 

job 

68 

juice 

26 

knock 

78 

known 

20 

lady 

20 

laid 

26 

language 

8 

lazy 

56 

lead 

48 

library 

80 

lie 

80 

life 

76 

load 

26 

lock 

14 

loose 

68 

loud 

56 

low 

62 

maple 

82 

market 

22 

master 

54 

matter 

70 

maybe 

38 

middle 

34 

mile 

62 

mind 

42 

minute 

28 

mountain 

62 

mouse 

94 

music 

76 

myself 

38 

neck 

84 

noise 

78 

noon 

20 

north 

62 

number  (no.) 

14 

oak 

82 

ocean 

62 

paint 

14 

pan 

68 

pants 

48 

parade 

64 

parents 

54 

passed 

8 

past 

34 

pasture 

12 

pay 

42 

penny 

22 

period 

28 

picnic 

6 

plan 

50 

plenty 

12 

pocket 

10 

poem 

92 

pole 

62 

pond 

12 

principal 

54 

prize 

40 

f program 

92 

pupil 

28 

quick 

56 

quite 

70 

race 

6 

raise 

26 

rather 

6 

reach 

26 

real 

42 
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remember 

84 

report 

92 

rice 

6 

rich 

82 

rock 

10 

roof 

82 

rug 

78 

sack 

40 

sad 

56 

save 

50 

season 

10 

seemed 

76 

sell 

42 

sharp 

48 

shoes 

76 

shopping 

50 

short 

56 

sight 

64 

silk 

78 

silver 

82 

sincerely 

40 

size 

68 

slept 

34 

smell 

80 

soft 

82 

sold 

42 

soldier 

54 

someone 

38 

son 

54 

sound 

8 

south 

62 

sparrow 

12 

speak 

26 

spell 

8 

spent 

52 

spot 

50 

squirrel 

82 

stairs 

80 

station 

24 

step 

50 

stone 

8 

stood 

8 

stove 

76 

straight 

64 

street  (St.) 

14 

strong 

56 

stuck 

68 

sudden 

90 

sugar 

68 

sweater 

48 

swim 

50 

swing 

50 

taken 

70 

taught 

92 

tea 

68 

team 

24 

tent 

94 

thick 

56 

threw 

66 

throw 

66 

tied 

42 

tore 

84 

toward 

80 

track 

28 

trade 

52 

trap 

50 

ftraveller 

24 

tries 

20 

trouble 

76 

true 

26 

trunk 

28 

tunnel 

24 

twelve 

22 

useful 

24 

useless 

90 

valentine 

80 

valley 

62 

vegetable 

52 

village 

94 

wakened 

34 

wall 

82 

watch 

10 

wheat 

52 

wheel 

24 

whole 

68 

whose 

76 

wild 

56 

win 

40 

wing 

12 

woke 

34 

wolf 

12 

wonderful 

8 

won’t 

36 

wooden 

76 

word 

6 

worm 

6 

written 

8 

wrong 

90 

years 

24 

young 

76 
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THE  94  EXTRA  WORDS  FOR  GOOD  SPELLERS 

Good  spellers  will  learn  many  more  than  94  extra  words  from 
the  spelling  exercises  and  other  work,  but  these  are  included,  in 
separate  colour  blocks,  on  the  pages  shown.  The  symbol  ( t ) marks 
words  with  second  spellings, 
act 

angry 
arrived 
art 

August  (Aug. 

bathtub 
belong 
below 
belt 
block 
braids 
buried 

camel 
carriage 
carrots 
cellar 
cents 
chimney 
chin 
climate 
cloudy 
colony 
costume 


crayon 

crumbs 

cup 

decoration 

dismissed 

ditches 

dug 

electricity 

empty 


50 

56 

14 

12 

94 

70 

66 

66 

70 

10 

26 

24 

64 

24 

22 

20 

22 

34 

6 

62 

84 

52 

40 

92 

68 

68 

34 

92 

10 

82 

68 

90 


ffavourite 

54 

quarter 

22 

forth 

80 

queer 

8 

frozen 

20 

26 

furniture 

14 

rear 

14 

reason 

26 

garage 

recess 

92 

gay 

56 

row 

84 

geography 

62 

ruler 

92 

gold 

82 

hate 

50 

salt 

12 

hung 

34 

shake 

shove 

6 

50 

iron 

82 

shut 

70 

journey 

24 

sign 

42 

July 

94 

sink 

68 

jungle 

62 

sleet 

80 

lamb 

34 

solid 

90 

lion 

64 

stamp 

94 

luck 

48 

stick 

48 

matches 

20 

strange 

8 

strawberries 

52 

nickel 

22 

subject 

12 

ought 

14 

sunny 

40 

ourselves 

38 

taxi 

24 

palm 

82 

thin 

6 

pile 

6 

tigers 

64 

pipe 

28 

tiny 

90 

point 

48 

toes 

26 

polar 

62 

trick 

28 

porch 

10 

twice 

94 

post 

pound 

28 

22 

vegetation 

52 

puck 

48 

war 

54 

push 

10 

wise 

42 
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212  MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS 

Of  all  the  words  in  Books  2,  3 and  4 of  the  Macmillan  Spelling 
Series,  these  are  the  ones  which  many  pupils  have  the  most 
trouble  spelling  correctly.  You  should  know  them  all  by  now.  The 
symbol  ( f ) marks  words  with  second  spellings. 


about 

across 

address 

afternoon 

again 

all  right 

almost 

along 

already 

always 

am 

among 

any 

April 

are 

arithmetic 

asked 

aunt 

because 

been 

before 

begin 

believe 

bought 

boy 

break 

brother 

brought 

busy 

buy 

cannot 

can’t 


captain 

children 

Christmas 

close 

clothes 

fcolour 

come 

could 

country 

cousin 

day 

dear 

didn’t 

different 

dining 

does 

done 

don’t 

down 

dropped 

early 

Easter 

easy 

enough 

every 

everybody 

excuse 

father 

February 

fine 

first 

for 


forty 

fourth 

Friday 

friend 

from 

fun 

getting 

goes 

good 

good-bye 

grade 

guess 

had 

half 

handkerchiefs 

has 

have 

hear 

heard 

hello 

her 

here 

him 

his 

hope 

hour 

house 

how 

I’m 

in 

instead 

isn’t 
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it 

its 

it’s 

just 

knew 

know 

laid 

lead 

letter 

library 

like 

little 

loose 

lots 

make 

many 

maybe 

minute 

Miss 

morning 

mother 

much 

my 

name 

never 

now 

o’clock 

October 

off 

often 

on 

once 

one 


our 

out 

outside 

passed 

people 

play 

please 

pretty 

principal 

quite 

raise 

ready 

real 

remember 

right 

said 

Saturday 

saw 

says 

school 

seemed 

send 

several 

shoes 

sincerely 

soldier 

some 

soon 

store 

straight 

sugar 

summer 

Sunday 

sure 


teacher 

the 

their 

them 

then 

there 

they 

think 

threw 

time 

to 

today 

together 

tomorrow 

too 

toward 

toys 

train 

tries 

trouble 

truly 

Tuesday 

two 

uncle 

until 

us 

very 

was 

wear 

weather 

Wednesday 

week 

well 

were 

when 
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where 

whose 

write 

which 

with 

written 

while 

woman 

wrote 

white 

won’t 

whole 

would 

your 

TABLES  OF  USEFUL  WORDS 


DAYS  OF  THE 

WEEK 

Monday 

Mon. 

Friday 

Fri. 

Tuesday 

Tues. 

Saturday 

Sat. 

Wednesday 

Wed. 

Sunday 

Sun. 

Thursday 

Thurs. 

MONTHS  OF 

THE  YEAR 

January 

Jan. 

July 

— 

February 

Feb. 

August 

Aug. 

March 

Mar. 

September 

Sept. 

April 

Apr. 

October 

Oct. 

May 

— 

November 

Nov. 

June 

— 

December 

Dec. 
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SECOND  SPELLINGS 

• If  your  teacher  allows  it,  you  may  use  this  spelling  of  the  words 
listed  below.  Also  listed  is  the  number  of  the  page  on  which  the 
word  first  appears. 


color 

28 

favorite* 

54 

programme 

92 

traveler 

24 

* Extra  Word 
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333  MOST  COMMONLY  MISSPELLED  WORDS 


This  list  is  based  upon  a number  of  reported  studies,  including  Gates’ 
Spelling  Difficulties  in  8876  Words,  the  Fitzgerald  list  (Fitzgerald  and 
Brittain,  in  Elementary  English  Review,  Feb.  1942) , and  Kyte’s  “Errors 
in  Commonly  Misspelled  Words  in  the  Intermediate  Grades”,  Phi  Delta 
Kappan,  May,  1958. 

Special  attention  is  given  to  the  teaching  and  re-teaching  of  these 
words,  as  follows: 

(1)  Each  of  the  333  words  is  introduced,  as  if  it  were  a new  word, 
at  least  twice  in  the  series;  almost  half  are  listed  three  times 
(161),  and  46  words,  a hard  core  of  “demons  among  demons”, 
are  listed  four  times  or  more. 

(2)  In  the  Pupil  Edition  a cumulative  list  of  all  such  words  intro- 
duced to  date  appears  at  the  back  of  each  book. 

(3)  In  the  Teachers'  Edition,  at  the  end  of  the  interleaved  pages  for 
each  unit,  are  listed  any  of  these  333  words  which  are  included 
in  that  unit.  Where  one  or  more  of  such  words  has  been  taught 
previously  in  the  series,  reference  is  included  to  appropriate 
book  and  unit. 

The  book  in  which  a word  is  first  introduced  is  indicated  by  number 
in  the  following  list.  The  number  (s)  in  brackets  indicate  the  book(s) 
in  which  the  same  word  is  re-introduced  for  re-teaching. 


about 

2 

(2,3) 

accommodate 

8 

(8) 

ache 

8 

(8) 

acquainted 

6 

(6,7,8) 

across 

3 

(4,5) 

address 

4 

(4,5,6) 

advice 

7 

(7,8) 

afternoon 

3 

(3) 

again 

3 

(4) 

aisle 

7 

(7,8) 

all  right 

4 

(4,5,7) 

almost 

3 

(5) 

along 

3 

(4) 

already 

4 

(4,5,7) 

altogether 

7 

(7,8) 

always 

3 

(4) 

am 

2 

(2) 

among 

4 

(4,5) 

amount 

5 

(5,6) 

answer 

5 

(5,6) 

any 

3 

(3) 

April 

3 

(3) 

are 

2 

(2) 

argument 

7 

(7,8) 

arithmetic 

4 

(4,5) 

asked 

3 

(4,6) 

athletics 

8 

(8) 

aunt 

3 

(4,6) 

balloon 

5 

(5,6) 

basketball 

5 

(5,6) 

beauty 

6 

(6,7) 

because 

2 

(2,3,7) 

been 

2 

(2,3) 

before 

3 

(3) 

begin 

4 

(5) 

beginning 

5 

(5,6) 

believe 

4 

(4,5,6) 

benefit 

8 

(8) 

bought 

3 

(4,6) 

boy 

2 

(2) 

break 

4 

(5) 

brother 

2 

(2,4) 

brought 

3 

(6) 

built 

5 

(5,6) 

business 

5 

(5,6,8) 
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busy 

4 

(5,6) 

buy 

3 

(3) 

cannot 

3 

(4) 

can’t 

3 

(4) 

captain 

4 

(4,5) 

certainly 

6 

(6,7) 

children 

2 

(2,3) 

choose 

6 

(6,7) 

chosen 

6 

(6,7) 

Christmas 

2 

(2,4) 

close 

3 

(5,7) 

clothes 

3 

(5,7) 

colour 

3 

(4) 

come 

2 

(2,3) 

committee 

8 

(8) 

complete 

6 

(6,7) 

conquered 

7 

(7,8) 

control 

6 

(6,7) 

cough 

5 

(5,6) 

could 

2 

(2,3) 

country 

3 

(6) 

course 

5 

(5,6) 

cousin 

4 

(4,5) 

day 

2 

(2) 

dear 

2 

(2,3) 

deceived 

8 

(8) 

decided 

5 

(5,6) 

definite 

8 

(8) 

describe 

7 

(7,8) 

description 

7 

(7,8) 

develop 

7 

(7,8) 

diamond 

7 

(7,8) 

didn’t 

3 

(4) 

different 

3 

(4,6) 

dining 

4 

(5,6) 

disappear 

5 

(5,6,7) 

disappointed 

5 

(5,6,7) 

disguised 

8 

(8) 

divide 

5 

(5,6) 

doctor 

5 

(5,6) 

does 

3 

(4,6) 

done 

3 

(3) 

don’t 

3 

(4) 

down 

2 

(2) 

dropped 

4 

(5) 

early 

3 

(4) 

Easter 

3 

(3) 

easy 

4 

(4,5) 

eighth 

5 

(5,6,7) 

enough 

3 

(4,7) 

equipped 

7 

(7,8) 

every 

2 

(2,3) 

everybody 

4 

(4,5) 

excellent 

6 

(6,7) 

excuse 

4 

(4,5) 

father 

2 

(2,3) 

February 

3 

(5) 

finally 

5 

(5,6) 

fine 

2 

(2) 

first 

2 

(2,3) 

for 

2 

(2,3) 

foreign 

5 

(5,6,7) 

formerly 

7 

(7,8) 

forty 

4 

(4,5,6) 

fourth 

4 

(4,5,8) 

Friday 

3 

(3) 

friend 

3 

(3) 

from 

2 

(2,3) 

fun 

2 

(2) 

generally 

5 

(5,6) 

getting 

2 

(2,3) 

goes 

2 

(2,3) 

good 

2 

(2) 

good-bye 

4 

(4,5) 

government 

7 

(7,8) 

grade 

2 

(2) 

grammar 

8 

(8) 

guess 

3 

(4,7) 

guest 

6 

(6,7,8) 

had 

2 

(2) 

half 

3 

(4) 

handkerchiefs 

4 

(4,5) 

happiness 

7 

(7,8) 

has 

2 

(2,3) 

have 

2 

(2) 

hear 

3 

(4) 

heard 

3 

(4,6) 

height 

7 

(7,8) 

hello 

4 

(5) 

her 

2 

(2,3) 

here 

2 

(2,3) 

him 

2 

(2) 

his 

2 

(2) 

hope 

3 

(3) 
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hospital 

5 

(5,6) 

hour 

4 

(5,6) 

house 

2 

(2,5) 

how 

2 

(2) 

I’m 

2 

(2,3) 

immediately 

6 

(6,7) 

in 

2 

(2) 

independent 

7 

(7,8) 

instead 

4 

(4,5) 

interesting 

5 

(5,6,8) 

intramural 

8 

(8) 

isn’t 

3 

(4) 

it 

2 

(2) 

its 

4 

(4,5,7) 

it’s 

4 

(4,5,7) 

judgment 

8 

(8) 

just 

3 

(3,6) 

knew 

3 

(4,6) 

know 

2 

(2,4) 

knowledge 

6 

(6,7) 

laboratory 

8 

(8) 

laid 

4 

(4,5,6) 

lead 

4 

(5,6,7) 

league 

6 

(6,7) 

led 

5 

(5,6,7) 

lessons 

5 

(5,6) 

letter 

3 

(3) 

library 

4 

(5,6) 

lightning 

7 

(7,8) 

like 

2 

(2) 

little 

2 

(2) 

loose 

4 

(5,6,8) 

lose 

6 

(6,7,8) 

losing 

6 

(6,7) 

lots 

3 

(3) 

make 

2 

(2) 

many 

2 

(2) 

maybe 

4 

(4,5) 

meant 

5 

(5,6) 

medicine 

7 

(7,8) 

minute 

4 

(4,5) 

Miss 

2 

(2) 

morning 

2 

(2) 

mother 

2 

(2,3) 

Mr. 

5 

(6) 

Mrs. 

5 

(6) 

much 

2 

(2,3) 

my 

2 

(2) 

name 

2 

(2) 

naturally 

7 

(7,8) 

necessary 

6 

(6,7) 

neighbour 

6 

(6,7) 

never 

3 

(3) 

ninety 

5 

(5,6) 

ninth 

5 

(5,6) 

none 

5 

(5,6) 

now 

2 

(2,3) 

occurred 

7 

(7,8) 

o’clock 

3 

(4) 

October 

3 

(4) 

off 

3 

(4,6) 

official 

7 

(7,8) 

often 

3 

(4,7) 

on 

2 

(2) 

once 

2 

(2,3) 

one 

2 

(2) 

opinion 

8 

(8) 

opportunities 

7 

(7,8) 

our 

2 

(2) 

out 

2 

(2) 

outside 

3 

(3) 

paid 

5 

(5,6) 

passed 

4 

(4,5,7) 

patience 

8 

(8) 

people 

2 

(2,3) 

perhaps 

5 

(5,6) 

persuaded 

8 

(8) 

piece 

5 

(5,6,8) 

play 

2 

(2) 

pleasant 

5 

(5,6) 

please 

2 

(2,3,5) 

practice 

6 

(6,7,8) 

preferred 

8 

(8) 

pretty 

2 

(2) 

prevent 

6 

(6,7) 

principal 

4 

(4,5,8) 

probably 

5 

(5,6,8) 

proceeded 

7 

(7,8) 

prominent 

8 

(8) 

quantity 

8 

(8) 

question 

5 

(5,6) 

quiet 

5 (5,6,7) 

quit 

5 (5,6) 

quite 

4 (4,5,7) 

raise 

4 (4,5) 

ready 

3 (4,7) 

real 

4 (4,5) 

receive 

5 (5,6,7) 

religious 

8 (8) 

remember 

4 (4,5) 

right 

3 (4,6) 

said 

2 (2,3) 

sandwiches 

6 (6,7) 

Saturday 

3 (4) 

saw 

2 (2) 

says 

3 (3) 

school 

2 (2,3) 

scissors 

6 (6,7,8) 

seemed 

4 (4,5) 

send 

3 (3) 

separate 

5 (5,6,8) 

several 

3 (4) 

severe 

7 (7,8) 

shoes 

4 (4,5) 

shoulder 

6 (6,7) 

siege 

7 (7,8) 

similar 

8 (8) 

since 

5 (5,6) 

sincerely 

4 (4,5,6) 

soldier 

4 (4,5,7) 

some 

2 (2) 

soon 

3 (3) 

speech 

5 (5,6) 

stationery 

7 (7,8) 

store 

2 (2) 

straight 

4 (4,5,6) 

stretch 

8 (8) 

studying 

6 (6,7) 

successful 

7 (7,8) 

sugar 

4 (4,5) 

summer 

3 (3) 

Sunday 

3 (3) 

suppose 

5 (5,6) 

sure 

3 (4) 

surprise 

5 (5,6,8) 

teacher 

2 (2,4) 

tear 

5 (5,6) 

the 

2 (2) 

their 

2 (2,3,7) 

them 

2 (2) 

then 

2 (2) 

there 

2 (2,3,7) 

they 

2 (2) 

think 

2 (2,4) 

though 

6 (6,7) 

thought 

5 (6,7) 

threw 

4 (4,5) 

through 

5 (6,7) 

time 

2 (2) 

to 

2 (2,3,5) 

tobacco 

8 (8) 

today 

2 (2,3) 

together 

3 (4) 

tomorrow 

3 (3) 

too 

2 (2,3,5) 

toward 

4 (5,6) 

toys 

3 (3) 

train 

2 (2) 

tries 

4 (4,5) 

trouble 

4 (4,5) 

truly 

3 (4,6) 

Tuesday 

3 (4,6) 

twelfth 

5 (5,6,8) 

two 

2 (2,3,5) 

uncle 

3 (4,6) 

unconscious 

8 (8) 

until 

3 (4) 

us 

2 (2) 

usually 

5 (5,6,8) 

very 

2 (2) 

was 

2 (2) 

wear 

3 (3,7) 

weather 

3 (5,8) 

Wednesday 

3 (5) 

week 

3 (3) 

well 

2 (2) 

were 

2 (2,3) 

when 

2 (2) 

where 

3 (4,7) 

whether 

5 (5,6,8) 

which 

3 (4) 

while 

3 (4) 

white 

2 (2) 

whole 

4 (5,6) 

whose 

4 (4,5,6) 
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wieners 

8 

(8) 

with 

2 

(2) 

woman 

3 

(4) 

won’t 

4 

(4,5) 

would 

3 

(5) 

write 

2 

(2,3) 

written 

4 

(4,5) 

wrote 

3 

(4,6) 

your 

2 

(2,3) 
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A BASIC  SPELLING  LITERACY  VOCABULARY  OF 
445  WORDS* 


(Showing  book  in  which  each  word  is  first  introduced) 


able 

about 

above 

account 

address 

after 

afternoon 

again 

against 

ago 

all 

almost 

along 

also 

always 

am 

amount 

an 

and 

another 

answer 

any 

appreciate 

are 

around 

as 

asked 

at 

attention 

aunt 

away 

baby 

back 

bad 

balance 

ball 

be 

beautiful 

because 

bed 

been 


4  before 
2 being 
4 believe 
7 best 

4 better 

2 between 

3 big 
3 bill 

5 black 
3 blue 

2 book 

3 both 
3 box 
3 boy 

3  bring 
2 brother 
5 brought 
2 business 

2 but 

3 buy 

5 by 
3 

7 called 

2 came 

3 can 

2 candy 

3 cannot 

2 can’t 

6 car 

3 care 
2 case 

cat 

2 certainly 

2 check 

3 children 

7 Christmas 
2 city 

2 class 

3 close 
2 cold 
2 come 

2 coming 


3 company 

4 could 

4 country 

2 course 

3 covered 
6 credit 

2 cut 

5 

2 daddy 
2 date 

2 day 

4 dear 

3 department 
2 desire 

2 did 

2 didn’t 

3 different 

5 dinner 

2 do 

3 does 

2 doll 
done 

3 don’t 
2 door 

2 down 

3 dress 
3 drive 
3 

2 each 

3 early 

5 eat 

2 enclosing 

6 end 

5  enough 
2 even 

2 evening 

3 ever 
3 every 

3 everybody 
3 expect 

2 eye 

3 


*Based,  in  part,  on  Kyte,  George  C.  and  Virginia  M.  Neel,  “A  Core  Voca- 
bulary of  Spelling  Words”,  Elementary  School  Journal  LIV:1  (Sept.  1953), 
29-34. 
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facts 

7 

happy 

2 

light 

family- 

3 

hard 

3 

like 

far 

3 

has 

2 

lines 

farm 

3 

have 

2 

little 

father 

2 

having 

2 

live 

favour 

6 

he 

2 

long 

feel 

4 

head 

3 

look 

few 

3 

hear 

3 

lots 

find 

2 

heard 

3 

love 

fine 

2 

heir 

8 

fire 

3 

help 

3 

made 

first 

2 

her 

2 

mail 

fish 

3 

here 

2 

make 

five 

2 

herewith 

7 

man 

food 

3 

high 

3 

many 

for 

2 

his 

2 

material 

forward 

6 

home 

2 

matter 

found 

2 

hope 

3 

may 

four 

2 

house 

2 

me 

Friday 

3 

how 

2 

men 

friend 

3 

however 

7 

might 

from 

2 

milk 

full 

3 

I 

2 

Miss 

fun 

2 

if 

2 

Monday 

further 

6 

in 

2 

money 

future 

7 

information 

7 

month 

interesting 

5 

more 

game 

3 

into 

2 

morning 

gave 

2 

is 

2 

most 

get 

2 

it 

2 

mother 

getting 

2 

its 

4 

Mr. 

girl 

2 

Mrs. 

give 

2 

job 

4 

much 

given 

4 

just 

3 

must 

glad 

3 

my 

go 

2 

keep 

3 

myself 

goes 

2 

kind 

3 

going 

2 

kindly 

6 

name 

gone 

3 

knew 

3 

near 

good 

2 

know 

2 

necessary 

got 

2 

need 

grade 

2 

land 

3 

never 

great 

3 

large 

3 

new 

ground 

3 

last 

2 

next 

guess 

3 

later 

3 

nice 

leave 

5 

night 

had 

2 

left 

3 

no. 

hair 

3 

let 

2 

no 

half 

3 

letter 

3 

not 

hand 

3 

life 

4 

note 
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COtOCO^tOtOCOtOOOCOOCOtO  ^tOCOtOOXOTtOCOtOCOCTCCOCOtOKlCOtOtOtO^CntOtOtOCOtO  MMMMMtOMlOW 


nothing  5 

now  2 

number  4 

o’clock  3 

of  2 

off  3 

office  5 

oh  2 

old  2 

on  2 

once  2 

one  2 

only  3 

open  3 

or  3 

order  5 

other  2 

our  2 

out  2 

over  2 

own  3 

paper  3 

party  3 

past  4 

pay  4 

people  2 

picture  3 

place  3 

play  2 

please  2 

pleasure  5 

possible  5 

presents  7 

pretty  2 

price  5 

put  2 

quite  4 

rather  4 

ready  3 

real  4 

receipt  6 

receive  5 

red  2 

regarding  8 

remember  4 

reply  5 


rest  3 

returned  6 

ride  3 

right  3 

room  2 

run  2 

said  2 

Santa  Claus  2 

satisfactory  8 

Saturday  5 

save  4 

saw  2 

say  2 

school  2 

second  2 

see  2 

seemed  4 

send  3 

sent  3 

service  6 

several  3 

shall  3 

she  2 

ship  3 

should  3 

sidewalk  3 

since  5 

sincerely  4 

sir  5 

sister  2 

six  2 

small  3 

snow  2 

so  2 

some  2 

soon  3 

sorry  3 

spring  3 

start  3 

stay  3 

still  3 

stockings  5 

story  2 

stove  4 

street  4 

such  5 

summer  3 

Sunday  3 

suppose  5 


sure 
take 
taken 
talk 
teacher 
tell 
ten 
than 
thank 
that 
the 
their 
them 
then 
there 
therefore 
these 
they 
things 
think 
this 
those 
though 
thought 
three 
through 
time 
to 

today 
together 
told 

tomorrow 
too 
took 
town 
toys 
train 
tree 
truly 
trust 
try 
two 

under 
understand 
until 
up 
us 
use 

very  2 
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co  to  to  co  or  co  toco^cototocotototoco^cotototocntocna^coLotototocooototototototococotototoco^toco 


walk 

3 

where 

3 

would 

want 

2 

whether 

5 

write 

was 

2 

which 

3 

written 

water 

2 

while 

3 

wrote 

way 

3 

white 

2 

we 

2 

who 

2 

years 

weather 

3 

why 

3 

yes 

week 

3 

will 

2 

yesterday 

well 

2 

winter 

3 

yet 

went 

2 

wish 

3 

you 

were 

2 

with 

2 

young 

what 

2 

work 

2 

your 

when 

2 

world 

3 

yours 
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coto^tooocoto^  CO  ^ to  GO 


WORD  LIST,  THE  MACMILLAN  SPELLING  SERIES 


The  number  beside  each  word  indicates  the  book  in  which  it  first 
appears  as  a spelling  word.  The  333  Most  Commonly  Misspelled  Words, 
as  outlined  on  pages  113-7,  appear  twice  or  more  in  the  series. 

This  list  includes  2240  basic  words,  plus  692  extra  words  for  good 
spellers.  The  extra  words  are  identified  by  an  asterisk. 


ability 

8 

adventure 

5* 

am 

2 

able 

4 

advertisement 

8 

amateur 

8 

aboard 

7 

advice 

7 

ambition 

7 

about 

2 

advise 

7 

ambulance 

5* 

above 

4 

aerial 

6 

American 

5* 

absent 

5 

affect 

8 

among 

4 

absolute 

7* 

afford 

7* 

amount 

5 

absorb 

6* 

afraid 

3 

amusement 

7 

absurd 

8 

after 

2 

an 

2 

abuse 

8 

afternoon 

3 

analysis 

8 

accelerate 

8* 

again 

3 

ancestors 

8* 

accept 

7 

against 

5 

anchor 

8 

accessories 

8 

age 

4 

ancient 

7 

accident 

5 

agent 

8 

and 

2 

accidentally 

8 

ago 

3 

angel 

5* 

accommodate 

8 

agree 

6 

angelic 

7* 

accompanied 

8 

agriculture 

7 

angle 

7 

accomplish 

7 

aimless 

8 

angry 

4* 

according 

8 

air 

3 

animals 

3 

account 

7 

air-conditioned 

7* 

ankle 

7 

accurate 

7 

airplane 

3 

announce 

7 

ache 

8 

airport 

5 

annual 

8 

achievement 

8 

aisle 

7 

another 

3 

acids 

8 

alarm 

6* 

answer  (ans.) 

5 

acknowledge 

8 

Alberta  (Alta.) 

6 

anthracite 

8* 

acquainted 

6 

alcohol 

8* 

anticipation 

8 

acres 

5 

alive 

5 

anxiety 

5* 

across 

3 

all 

2 

anxious 

5 

act 

4* 

alley 

6* 

any 

3 

action 

7 

allowed 

6 

apart 

7 

activity 

7 

all  right 

4 

apiece 

7 

actual 

8 

almost 

3 

apologize 

7 

add 

3* 

alone 

5 

apparently 

8 

addition 

5 

along 

3 

appeal 

7 

address 

4 

aloud 

6 

appeared 

5 

administration 

8 

alphabet 

6 

appendicitis 

8* 

admire 

8 

already 

4 

appendix 

8 

adolescent 

8 

also 

3 

applause 

8 

adopted 

7 

altitude 

8 

apples 

2* 

advance 

8 

altogether 

7 

appointed 

5 

advantage 

7 

always 

3 

appreciate 

7 
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apprentice 

8* 

August  (Aug.) 

4* 

baseball 

3 

approached 

8 

aunt 

3 

basement 

4 

appropriate 

8 

authority 

8 

basket 

3* 

approved 

8 

autobiography 

8* 

basketball 

5 

approximately 

8 

autograph 

7* 

bat 

2* 

April  (Apr.) 

3 

automatic 

7 

bath 

4 

apron 

6 

automobile 

7 

bathe 

4 

aquarium 

7* 

auxiliary 

8 

bathtub 

4* 

architecture 

7* 

available 

7 

battery 

7 

Arctic 

8 

avenue  (ave.) 

4 

battle 

5 

are 

2 

average 

6* 

be 

2 

area 

7 

aviation 

7 

beach 

4 

argument 

7 

avoid 

7* 

beads 

5 

arithmetic 

4 

awakened 

7* 

beans 

5 

arm 

3* 

away 

2 

bear 

2* 

army 

3* 

awful 

5 

bearings 

8* 

around 

3 

awhile 

3* 

beast 

7 

arranged 

7 

awkward 

8* 

beat 

4 

arrest 

7 

awnings 

7* 

beautiful 

3 

arrived 

4* 

awoke 

5 

beauty 

6 

arrow 

4 

axe 

5* 

beaver 

5 

art 

4* 

axle 

6* 

became 

4 

articles 

6 

because 

2 

artificial 

7 

baby 

2 

become 

4 

as 

2 

bachelor 

8 

bed 

2 

ashamed 

7* 

back 

2 

bee 

3* 

ashes 

6 

backwards 

7 

beef 

6 

asked 

3 

bacon 

7 

been 

2 

asleep 

3* 

bacteria 

7* 

beets 

5* 

assembly 

8 

bad 

3 

before 

3 

assignment 

6 

badminton 

7 

began 

3 

assistance 

8 

bag 

3 

beggar 

7 

assistant 

8 

baggage 

6 

begin 

4 

association 

6 

bait 

7 

beginning 

5 

assure 

8 

bake 

6 

begun 

5 

at 

2 

balance 

7 

behave 

7 

ate 

3* 

balcony 

8 

behind 

3 

athlete 

8 

ball 

2 

being 

4 

athletics 

8 

balloon 

5 

belief 

8 

atmosphere 

8 

ballot 

7* 

believe 

4 

atomic 

8 

banana 

5* 

bell 

2* 

attached 

8 

band 

4 

belong 

4* 

attack 

7 

bandage 

7 

below 

4* 

attempt 

7 

bank 

3* 

belt 

4* 

attention 

6 

banner 

7 

benches 

5 

attic 

6 

banquet 

7* 

beneath 

7 

attorney 

8* 

bare 

5* 

benefit 

8 

attractive 

8 

bargain 

7 

benefited 

8* 

audience 

6 

barn 

3 

bent 

5 

auditorium 

6 

barrel 

5 

berth 

8 
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beside 

4 

best 

2 

better 

3 

between 

6 

beyond 

7 

bicycle 

5 

big 

2 

bike 

3 

bill 

5 

birch 

5 

bird 

2* 

birthday 

3 

biscuit 

6* 

bite 

4 

bitter 

8 

black 

2 

blackboard 

3* 

blame 

6 

blanket 

6* 

blaze 

6 

bleeding 

6* 

blessing 

6* 

blew 

4 

blind 

5 

blizzard 

8 

block 

4* 

blond 

8 

blood 

5* 

blossom 

5* 

blouse 

8* 

blow 

4 

blue 

2 

board 

6 

boat 

3 

body 

4 

boil 

7 

bone 

4 

bonfire 

6 

book 

2 

border 

5* 

born 

3* 

borrow 

6 

boss 

7 

both 

4 

bother 

5* 

bottle 

4 

bottom 

4 

bough 

6* 

bought 

3 

bound 

7 

boundary  8 

bouquet  6* 

bow  4 

bowl  4 

box  3 

boy  2 

bracelet  5* 

braids  4* 

brain  7* 

brakes  5 

branch  6* 

brand  6 

brave  4 

bread  3 

break  4 

breakfast  3* 

breath  7 

breathe  7 

bridge  4 

brief  8 

bright  3* 

brilliant  8 

bring  2 

British  Columbia 
(B.C.)  5 

broad  7 

broil  7 

broken  4 

broom  6 

brother  2 

brought  3 

brown  3 

bruise  6* 

brunette  8 

brush  4 

bucket  5* 

buffalo  5 

build  4 

built  5 

bulb  7 

bull  5 

bullet  8 

bulletin  8 

bump  5* 

bundle  5* 

bureau  8 

burglar  8 

buried  4* 

burn  5 

burst  5 


bus 

4 

bushes 

5* 

business 

5 

busy 

4 

but 

2 

butcher 

6 

butter 

4 

button 

6 

buy 

3 

by 

2 

cabbage 

5 

cabin 

4 

cactus 

8* 

cafeteria 

7 

cake 

2* 

calendar 

7 

called 

3 

calm 

8 

calories 

8 

calves 

6* 

came 

2 

camel 

4* 

camera 

6 

camp 

3* 

campaign 

8* 

can 

2 

Canada 

3 

Canadian 

5 

canal 

5 

canary 

5* 

cancel 

8 

candidate 

8 

candy 

3 

cane 

5 

cannot 

3 

canoe 

5 

can't 

3 

canyon 

7* 

capable 

8 

capacity 

7* 

capital 

7 

captain 

4 

captive 

5 

capture 

7 

car 

2 

carburetor 

8* 

card 

3* 

care 

3 

career 

7 
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carelessness 

5 

cheap 

6 

cloak 

7* 

carols 

5* 

cheat 

6 

close 

3 

carpenter 

5* 

check 

5 

closet 

7* 

carriage 

4* 

cheek 

6 

cloth 

6 

carried 

4 

cheer 

5 

clothed 

6 

carrots 

4* 

cheese 

4 

clothes 

3 

carry 

4 

chemical 

8 

clothing 

6 

carve 

4 

cheque 

7* 

cloudy 

4* 

case 

5 

cherries 

5* 

clover 

5* 

cash 

7 

chest 

5 

clown 

4 

cashier 

7* 

chesterfield 

7 

club 

4 

castle 

4 

chew 

5* 

coach 

7 

cat 

2 

chicken 

3* 

coarse 

7 

catalogue 

7 

chief 

4 

coast 

4 

catch 

3 

child 

3 

coat 

3 

caterpillar 

7* 

children 

2 

cocoa 

5* 

cattle 

4 

chimney 

4* 

coconut 

5* 

caught 

3 

chin 

4* 

codfish 

5* 

cause 

5 

chisel 

5* 

coffee 

6 

cautiously 

8 

chloroform 

8* 

cold 

3 

ceased 

8 

chocolate 

5 

collar 

5 

cedar 

7 

choir 

7* 

collection 

7 

ceiling 

7 

choose 

6 

college 

7 

celebrate 

5 

chopped 

6 

colonel 

8* 

celery 

6* 

chops 

6 

colony 

4* 

cellar 

4* 

chorus 

7 

colour 

3 

cello 

7* 

chosen 

6 

colourful 

8 

cellulose 

8* 

Christmas 

2 

colt 

5 

cement 

6 

church 

3 

column 

8 

cemetery 

7* 

cider 

6 

comb 

5* 

central 

7 

circle 

6 

combined 

8 

centre 

7 

circulation 

8 

come 

2 

cents 

4* 

circus 

4 

comedies 

8 

century 

7 

citizen 

7 

comfortable 

7 

cereal 

8 

city 

3 

coming 

3 

ceremony 

8* 

civic 

6 

command 

7 

certainly 

6 

civil 

7 

commercial 

8 

certificate 

6 

claim 

7 

commission 

8 

chain 

7 

clanking 

8 

committee 

8 

chair 

3 

class 

3 

common 

5 

chalk 

5* 

clause 

8* 

commonwealth 

7 

challenged 

8 

clean 

3 

communist 

7 

championship 

6 

clear 

5 

community 

7 

chance 

5 

clergyman 

8 

company 

4 

channel 

7 

clerk 

7 

comparative 

8 

chapter 

7 

clever 

6* 

compare 

8 

character 

8 

click 

5* 

compass 

6 

charge 

4 

cliff 

7 

competent 

8* 

Charlottetown 

7 

climate 

4* 

complaint 

7* 

chase 

4 

climb 

4 

complement 

8* 
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complete 

6 

costume 

4* 

curtains 

6* 

complexion 

8 

cottage 

7 

curve 

7 

compliment 

8* 

cotton 

3* 

cushion 

7* 

concern 

7 

cough 

5 

custom 

8 

concert 

7 

could 

2 

cut 

3 

concerto 

7* 

council 

7 

cylinder 

7* 

concise 

8* 

counsel 

7* 

conclusion 

8 

count 

5 

daddy 

2 

concrete 

7* 

country 

3 

dairy 

5* 

condemn 

7* 

couple 

5 

daisy 

6* 

condition 

7 

courage 

7 

damages 

7 

conductor 

7 

courageous 

7* 

damp 

6 

confederation 

7 

course 

5 

dance 

4 

conference 

7 

court 

7 

dancing 

5* 

confidence 

8 

courteous 

8 

dandelion 

7* 

congratulated 

8 

courtesy 

8 

danger 

5 

connection 

8 

cousin 

4 

dangerous 

5 

conquered 

7 

covered 

4 

dark 

3 

conscience 

8 

cow 

2 

darling 

7 

consent 

7 

cowboy 

2* 

date 

4 

consequences 

8 

co-worker 

8 

daughter 

5 

considerable 

7* 

coyote 

7* 

day 

2 

constellation 

8* 

crack 

5* 

dear 

2 

constitution 

7* 

cradle 

6* 

death 

7 

construction 

8 

crawl 

5 

debate 

8* 

contain 

6 

crayon 

4* 

debt 

8 

contents 

7 

crazy 

5* 

deceived 

8 

contest 

4 

creature 

8 

December  (Dec.) 

3 

continent 

6 

credit 

8 

decided 

5 

contingency 

7* 

creek 

4 

decision 

7 

continued 

7 

crept 

8 

declare 

7 

contour 

6* 

crime 

7 

decoration 

4* 

contracts 

7* 

criticism 

8 

deed 

7 

control 

6 

crop 

4 

deep 

4 

convenience 

8* 

cross 

3* 

deer 

3 

convention 

6 

crow 

6 

defeated 

6 

conversation 

8 

crowd 

5* 

defend 

6 

cook 

3 

crown 

8 

defense 

6* 

cool 

4 

cruel 

7 

definite 

8 

co-operate 

8 

cruiser 

8* 

degrees 

7 

copper 

5 

crumbs 

4* 

delegates 

8* 

copy 

6* 

crust 

6 

delicate 

8 

cord 

6 

cry 

3 

delicious 

7 

corn 

3 

cucumber 

8* 

delight 

6 

corner 

4 

cup 

4* 

deliver 

7 

corral 

8* 

cupboard 

6 

demand 

7 

correct 

8 

cure 

7 

democratic 

8 

correspond 

6* 

curious 

8 

densely 

6 

cosmetics 

8* 

curling 

7 

dentist 

7* 

cost 

4 

curly 

6 

deny 

6* 
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department  6 

dependable  7 

deposit  7* 

depth  7 

descend  8 

describe  7 

description  7 

desert  4 

deserve  7 

design  7 

desire  7 

desk  3 

dessert  8 

destination  8 

destroy  8 

detail  7 

determined  8 

develop  7 

devilish  7* 

devoted  8 

diagram  8 

dial  7 

diameter  8 

diamond  7 

diary  8 

dictionary  6 

did  2 

didn’t  3 

died  4 

diesel  8 

diet  7 

difference  7 

different  3 

difficulties  6 

dig  4 

digestion  8 

dime  4 

dimensions  8* 

dining  4 

dinner  3 

direction  6 

dirt  4 

disagreeable  7 

disappear  5 

disappointed  5 

discover  5* 

discovery  7 

discussion  7 

disease  5 

disgrace  8* 


disguised 

8 

disgust 

8 

dismal 

8* 

dismissed 

4* 

dissatisfied 

8 

dissolve 

8 

distance 

5 

distinct 

8 

distinguish 

8 

distributed 

8 

district 

8 

ditches 

4* 

divide 

5 

division 

5* 

do 

2 

doctor 

5 

documents 

7 

dodge 

6 

does 

3 

dog 

2 

doll 

2 

dollar 

4 

domestic 

8 

Dominion 

7 

done 

3 

donkey 

5* 

don’t 

3 

door 

3 

double 

6 

doubt 

8 

down 

2 

downstairs 

5 

dozen  (doz.) 

5 

drain 

6 

drama 

7 

drank 

5 

draw 

3 

drawer 

6 

dress 

2 

drew 

4 

drill 

5 

drink 

3 

drive 

4 

dropped 

4 

drove 

4 

drown 

6* 

drug 

5* 

drum 

5* 

dry 

4 

duck 

3* 

dug 

duplicate 
durability 
during 
dust 
duty 
dyeing 
dying 
dynamite 

each 
eager 
eagle 
early 
earn 
earrings 
ears 
earth 

earthquake 
easily 
Easter 
easy 
eat 

economical 
edge 
edifice 
edition 
Edmonton 
education 
effect 
efficient 
effort 
eggs 
eight 
eighteen 
eighth 
eighty 
either 
elaborate 
elect 
electric 
electricity 
electronic 
elementary 
elephant 
elevator 
eleventh 
else 

embarrassing 
embroidery  7* 
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emigrants 

8* 

empire 

6* 

employed 

7 

employee 

7 

empty 

4* 

enameled 

6* 

enclosing 

7 

end 

3 

enemy 

5 

energy 

7 

engagement 

6 

engine 

5 

engineer 

7 

enjoy 

6 

enormous 

8* 

enough 

3 

enter 

5 

entertainment 

7 

enthusiastic 

8* 

entrance 

8 

envelope 

7 

equal 

7 

equipment 

6 

equipped 

7 

eraser 

5* 

erect 

6* 

errand 

5* 

errors 

5 

escapade 

8 

escape 

5 

especially 

5* 

essay 

6 

establish 

8 

estimated 

8 

etcetera  (etc.) 

6* 

evaporation 

7* 

even 

4 

evening 

4 

event 

7 

ever 

3 

every 

2 

everybody 

4 

everywhere 

5 

evidence 

8 

exact 

7 

examination 

6 

example 

6 

exceeding 

8 

excellent 

6 

except 

4 

excitement 

6 

exclaimed 

7 

excursion 

8* 

excuse 

4 

executive 

6 

exercise 

6 

exhaust 

8 

exhibit 

6 

existence 

8* 

exit 

5* 

expect 

5 

expensive 

7 

experience 

7 

experiment 

6* 

explain 

7 

explanation 

8 

explore 

7 

exports 

5 

expression 

8 

extensive 

7 

extra 

5 

extraordinary 

7 

extremely 

6 

eye 

4 

face 

3 

facility 

8* 

factory 

5 

facts 

7 

faculty 

8* 

failed 

6 

failure 

6* 

faint 

8 

fair 

3 

fairy 

6* 

faithful 

6 

fall 

3 

familiar 

8 

family 

3 

famous 

4 

fancy 

8 

far 

3 

farewell 

8 

farm 

3 

farther 

6 

fascinating 

8* 

fashionable 

7 

fast 

2* 

fasten 

5 

fat 

2* 

father  2 

fatigue  8* 

fault  7 

favour  6 

favourite  4* 

feast  4 

feather  5* 

feature  8 

February  (Feb.)  3 
federal  7 

feed  3 

feel  4 

feet  3 

fell  3 

fellow  5 

felt  4 

female  7 

feminine  8 

fence  4 

ferry  6* 

fertile  7* 

festival  8* 

fever  7 

few  3 

fidelity  8* 

field  3 

fiercely  8 

fiery  8 

fifteen  4 

fifth  4 

fifty  4 

fight  3 

figure  5 

file  5* 

fill  4 

film  6 

finally  5 

financial  8 

find  2 

fine  2 

finger  4 

finish  4 

fir  5* 

fire  3 

fireplace  5 

first  2 

fish  3 

fitted  8 

five  2 

fix  4 
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flag 

3 

free 

4 

get 

2 

flakes 

6 

freedom 

7 

getting 

2 

flame 

8 

freeze 

6 

geysers 

8* 

flashlight 

6 

freight 

5 

ghost 

5 

fleet 

8 

French 

5 

giant 

4 

flew 

4 

frequently 

8 

girl 

2 

flight 

7 

fresh 

4 

give 

2 

float 

6 

Friday  (Fri.) 

3 

given 

4 

flood 

4 

fried 

6 

glad 

3 

floor 

3 

friend 

3 

glance 

7 

flour 

6 

frog 

4 

glass 

4 

flower 

4 

from 

2 

glimpse 

8* 

flu 

5* 

front 

3 

glorious 

8 

fly 

3 

frontier 

8* 

gloves 

5 

fold 

5 

frost 

6 

go 

2 

folks 

5 

frozen 

4* 

goal 

4 

follow 

4 

fruit 

3 

goes 

2 

food 

3 

fuel 

6 

goggles 

7* 

fool 

5* 

fulfilled 

8 

going 

2 

foolishness 

8 

full 

3 

gold 

4* 

foot 

3 

fun 

2 

golf 

7* 

for 

2 

funeral 

7 

gone 

3 

force 

6 

funny 

2* 

good 

2 

forehead 

7 

fur 

3 

good-bye 

4 

foreign 

5 

furnace 

7 

goose 

5 

foremost 

8* 

furnish 

7 

got 

2 

forest 

3* 

furniture 

4* 

government 

7 

forget 

3* 

further 

6 

governor 

7 

forgive 

5* 

future 

7 

graceful 

7 

forgotten 

5 

grade 

2 

fork 

5 

gadget 

8 

gradually 

7 

formally 

7 

gain 

5 

graduate 

8 

formerly 

7 

gallery 

6 

grain 

6 

forth 

4* 

gallon 

6 

grammar 

8 

fortunate 

7 

game 

3 

granddaughter 

5* 

fortune 

6 

garage 

4* 

grandfather 

3* 

forty 

4 

garden 

3* 

grandmother 

3* 

forward 

6 

gas 

3 

granite 

7* 

fought 

5 

gasoline 

6* 

grant 

8 

foul 

7* 

gate 

4 

grapes 

5* 

found 

2 

gather 

4 

grass 

3* 

foundation 

7 

gauze 

7* 

grateful 

8 

fountain 

6 

gave 

2 

grave 

5* 

four 

2 

gay 

4* 

gravel 

6 

fourth 

4 

geese 

5* 

gravy 

6 

fowl 

7* 

generally 

5 

gray 

3 

fox 

4 

generator 

8 

grazing 

7* 

fracture 

8 

generous 

8* 

grease 

6* 

frame 

7 

gentle 

6 

great 

3 

Fredericton 

7 

geography 

4* 

green 

3 
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greet 

6 

hatchet 

6* 

hollow 

6 

grew 

4 

hate 

4* 

holy 

6 

grief 

7* 

haul 

6 

home 

2 

grievance 

7* 

haunted 

7 * 

honest 

5 

grind 

8 

have 

2 

honey 

5 

grip 

6 

having 

2 

honour 

5 

grocery 

6 

hawk 

6 

honourable 

7 

grouch 

8 

he 

2 

hope 

3 

ground 

3 

head 

3 

horizon 

8 

group 

5 

healed 

7 

horn 

5 

grove 

8 

health 

4 

horrible 

7 

grow 

3* 

hear 

3 

horse 

3* 

growl 

7* 

heard 

3 

hose 

6 

growth 

7 

heart 

4 

hosiery 

8 

guarantee 

8 

hearth 

8* 

hospital 

5 

guard 

8 

heartily 

8* 

hot 

3 

guess 

3 

heat 

5 

hotel 

5 

guest 

6 

heaven 

8 

hour 

4 

guide 

7 

heavy 

4 

house 

2 

guilty 

7* 

heel 

5 

household 

7 

guitar 

7* 

height 

7 

how 

2 

gun 

2* 

heir 

8 

however 

7 

gymnasium 

7 

held 

4 

howl 

5* 

helicopter 

5* 

huge 

6 

had 

2 

hello 

4 

human 

7 

hail 

5* 

help 

3 

humorous 

8 
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